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Shah’s absence from Parl 
‘reeks of guilt’: Rahul
Press Trust Of India

Order SC-monitored 
probe into NEET  
protest excesses.

NEW DELHI: Home Min-
ister Amit Shah’s absence 
from Parliament “reeks 
of guilt”, Leader of Oppo-
sition Rahul Gandhi said 
on Thursday and again 
demanded a Supreme 
Court-monitored probe 
into the alleged police 
excesses against students 
during the NEET paper 
leak protests.

Gandhi also shared on 
X a video clip of police 
lathi-charging students.

“Students deserve 
justice. An independent 
SC-monitored high pow-
ered committee must 
be constituted to probe 
brutalities against our 
students,” he said on the 
social media site, referring 
to the crackdown on agita-
tors by security forces dur-
ing the July 20 Cockroach 
Janta Party-led protest 
march to Parliament and 
on student demonstra-

tors in other parts of the 
country. In another post, 
Gandhi asked why Shah 
is “so scared” of coming  
to Parliament and explain-
ing the brutal violence 
against students.

“It reeks of guilt,” he 
added.

Later, in a Facebook 
post, Gandhi said, “Unless 
the system changes, paper 
leaks will not stop!”

Gandhi also on 
Wednesday demanded the 
sacking of Shah and the 
constitution of a Supreme 
Court-monitored probe 
into what he claimed was a 
“brutal attack” on protest-
ing students and the use of 
pellet guns on them.

Strong 
performance
MUMBAI: JLR India has 
recorded its highest-ever 
first-quarter retail sales, 
delivering 1,665 units 
in Q1 FY27, marking an 
11% year-on-year (YoY) 
growth. The compa-
nyâ€™s wholesales for 
the quarter stood at 
1,694 units, reflecting 
a 4% YoY increase. The 
strong performance was 
driven by the continued 
demand for its flagship 
modelsâ€”Range Rover, 
Range Rover Sport, 
and Defenderâ€”which 
together accounted for 
over 85% of total retail 
sales. Among these, 
Defender emerged as 
the top-selling model, 
underscoring the grow-
ing preference for its 
distinctive â€œtough 
luxuryâ€  appeal in the 
Indian market.
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NEW DELHI: IAF chief Air 
Chief Marshal A P Singh 
on Thursday pitched 
for achieving greater 
self-reliance in building 
unmanned aerial sys-
tems and other critical 
defence technologies, as 
he emphasised that “tech-
nology delayed is tech-
nology denied” and there 
is no point having some-
thing which comes after 
others have already got it. 
In his address at an event 
here, he also said there are 
“discussions happening 
between us and the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation, and 
other ministries involved” 
so that “we finally should 
be able to recognise a 
drone, whether it is a 
bona fide drone or a rogue 
drone”. 

“We should be able 
to have no fratricide, in 
terms of we shooting down 

our own drones or taking 
down something that is 
meant for us,” he said. At 
a workshop hosted here 
by the Society of Indian 
Defence Manufacturers 
(SIDM), and attended by 
various defence military 
and industry experts, 
the air chief marshal also 
spoke about integration 
of manned platforms 
and drones and other 
unmanned aerial systems 
(UAS), which would share 
the same airspace.

“Integration is very 
important. We have 
manned platforms 
and long-range vectors 
which will continue to 
use the same airspace 
where the drones are 
going to come in. I am 
talking about a whole 
range of drones, from 
a small micro or mini 
drone to a UAS which 
is like a full aircraft, but 

unmanned. “Everybody is 
going to use the same air-
space. So man, whether 
in the loop, on the loop, 

at least in planning, in 
terms of control, feedback 
system, situational aware-
ness, we need to know 
each other’s positions, 
and understand how an 
airspace is going to be 
used, whether it is pro-
cedural control or active 
control,” he said. The IAF 
chief added that if drones 
are to be miniaturised, 
and if their weights would 
go down, even the pay-
loads to be used, whether 
a weapon or a camera or 
any other payload, also 
has to be miniaturised.

‘Technology delayed 
is technology denied’

No point in delayed, already available things.

Air Chief Marshal A P Singh


