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NEW DELHI: Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday 
referred to the BJP-RSS as 
a “bunch of jokers” who 
have no understanding of 
India and scoffed at Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
handling of foreign policy 
which he claimed was all 
about hugging leaders.

Addressing the Rach-
natmak Congress National 
Convention here, the 
Leader of Opposition in 
Lok Sabha also claimed 
that the RSS as an original 
force is dead and has now 
become an “instrument 
of large capital -- Mr Adani 
and Mr Ambani”.

Talking about the media 
toeing government’s line 
on various issues, he said 
he understands their lim-
itations but asserted that 
national spirit was about 
not allowing a “bunch of 
clowns to create an order 
over us”.

He also said it has some-
how been ingrained in 
Modi’s mind that foreign 
policy is about hugging 
leaders.

Gandhi then hugged 
Rachnatmak Congress 
chief Sandeep Dikshit to 
show what foreign policy 
was about for the current 
government.

“Imagine the igno-
rance....where did he get 
the idea that foreign policy 
was about hugging lead-
ers,” he said.

Asserting that the Con-
gress will keep up the pres-
sure on the government, 
Gandhi said, “Till the day 
Prime Minister Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
don’t give their resigna-
tions, they will not be able 
to sleep, we will keep them 
awake...we will do it with-
out hate, violence. We are 
fighting for our culture, our 
county is not about hate 
but about love, brother-
hood and ‘ahimsa’.”

‘RSS-BJP ‘bunch  
of jokers’: Rahul
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‘RSS captured by Adani-Ambani group’
Gandhi claimed that 

the RSS had been “cap-
tured and utilised by the 
large capital --Mr Adani 
and Mr Ambani”.

The RSS ceased to 
express long ago as orig-
inally it was expression 
of the small Indian busi-
nessman -- goldsmiths, 
‘baniyas’, and that has 
died and its gone, he 
said.

Gandhi said through 
demonetisation RSS fin-
ished off their own peo-
ple.

“Today, the RSS is an 
instrument of Mr Adani. 

It started during Mr. Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee’s time, it 
was started by Pramod 
Mahajan, and final cor-
poratisation of the RSS 
was Narendra Modi. The 
RSS as an original force 
is dead, they are gone, 
now the RSS is now 
instrument of large cap-

ital. They are servants 
of Mr Adani, just like Mr 
Modi is a servant of Mr. 
Adani,” he claimed.

“Have you asked why 
Prime Minister Modi 
never does a press con-
ference. I thought it was 
some strategy but I sat 
with him for five min-
utes in the room and 
knew that he cannot go 
before the media,” the 
former Congress chief 
said.

Gandhi also said the 
day there is talk of fin-
ishing RSS’s expression, 
he will protect them.

HIGHLIGHT

z Thru demonetisation 
RSS finished off their  
own people

zExpression should be 
allowed for all
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‘No justification 
for violence’
Punjab Con-
gress leaders 
strongly con-
demned the 
the attack on 
S h i r o m a n i 
Akali Dal 
president Sukhbir Singh 
Badal inside a Gurdwara 
complex in Nanded, 
Maharashtra, with senior 
Congress leader Partap 
Singh Bajwa saying there 
can be no justification 
for violence in a democ-
racy. “The violent attack 
on Shiromani Akali Dal 
President Sukhbir Badal 
ji in Nanded is a deeply 
disturbing incident that 
deserves the strongest 
condemnation,” Bajwa, 
who is Leader of Oppo-
sition in Punjab, said in  
a post on X.

NEWSLINEDUSU polls on Sept 18
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Elections sets the 
stage for contests 
between major 
groups including 
the ABVP, NSUI, SFI 
and AISA.  

NEW DELHI: Student 
organisations at Delhi Uni-
versity are gearing up for 
another year of campus 
politics with the univer-
sity announcing Septem-
ber 18 as the date for the 
DUSU elections, setting 
the stage for contests 
between major groups 
including the ABVP, NSUI, 
SFI and AISA.

The polling for the 
2026-27 academic session 
will be held on Septem-
ber 18, and the counting 
of votes will take place on 
the same day, according 
to a notification issued by 
the university on Thurs-
day. The last date for filing 
nomination papers has 
been fixed as September 
10. Candidates can submit 
their papers, along with 
a Rs 500 demand draft 
and affidavits, till 3 pm 
that day. Scrutiny will be 
held at 3:15 pm, followed 
by publication of the list 
of duly nominated can-
didates by 6 pm. Candi-
dates can withdraw their 
nominations till noon on 
September 11, while the 
final list will be published 
by 5 pm. Students attend-
ing day classes will vote 
between 8:30 am and 1 
pm, while those attending 

evening classes will vote 
from 3 pm to 7:30 pm. 
The university had ear-
lier appointed Raj Kishore 
Sharma from the Depart-
ment of Chemistry as the 
chief election officer and 
librarian Rajesh Singh as 

the chief returning officer 
for the 2026-27 polls. The 
appointments, notified 
on August 5, marked the 
beginning of preparations 
for the annual elections. 
The vice-chancellor made 
the appointments in his 
capacity as patron of the 
Delhi University Students’ 
Union (DUSU).

The DUSU polls are 
among the country’s 
most closely watched 
student elections and 
traditionally witness 
intense contests between 
the RSS-affiliated Akhil 
Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP), Con-
gress-backed National 
Students’ Union of India 
(NSUI), Students’ Feder-
ation of India (SFI) and 
All India Students’ Asso-
ciation (AISA).

FASTFACTS

z Counting of votes 
will take place on the 
same day

zLast date for filing 
nomination papers is 
Sept 10

Enhance Coach Maintenance
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BILASPUR: South East Cen-
tral Railway’s Motibagh 
Workshop in Nagpur has 
introduced ‘DigiKarkhana’, 
a custom-built digital plat-
form designed to transform 
coach maintenance into 
a paperless, transparent 
and data-driven process, 
strengthening reliability 
and passenger safety. The 

application was inaugurated 
by  Tarun Prakash, Gen-
eral Manager, South East 
Central Railway, during a 
meeting at the SECR Head-
quarters in Bilaspur. Senior 
railway officials, including 
department heads, divi-
sional railway managers and 
workshop representatives, 
were present on the occa-
sion. The digital initiative 
enables real-time recording 

and monitoring of main-
tenance activities through 
strategically installed kiosks 
across the workshop floor. 
Technical staff can instantly 
update completed mainte-
nance tasks, while Senior 
Section Engineers and 
Junior Engineers verify 
the entries digitally, ensur-
ing greater accountability 
and traceability. ‘DigiKark-
hana’ also introduces end-
to-end digital certification 
of the Periodic Overhaul  
(POH) process.

Top spot
MUMBAI: Cementing its 
strong standing in the 
higher education sec-
tor, ITM University, Rai-
pur has secured the top 
spot among universities 
in Chhattisgarh accord-
ing to UniRank for the 
fourth year in a row. 
With this achievement, 
the university maintains 
its position as the state’s 
highest-ranked private 
university.

Located in Naya Rai-
pur, ITM University’s 
green campus offers 
students an environ-
ment conducive to 
career preparation, 
combining quality edu-
cation with modern 
amenities. The univer-
sity’s six schools fea-
ture smart classrooms, 
modern laboratories, 
a sports complex, and 
a library housing over 
17,631 books. The mod-
ern laboratories are 
equipped with facilities 
such as BSL-II, electro-
phoresis, spectropho-
tometry, centrifugation, 
and microscopy.

Dr. Lakshmi Murthy, 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of 
ITM University, Raipur, 
said, “Our objective 
is to provide students 
with quality education 
alongside practical 
industry experience 
and essential profes-
sional skills. Our green 
campus, experienced 
faculty, and robust 
industry partnerships 
play a pivotal role in 
preparing students for 
their careers.”


