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LegislativeCouncilOpposi-
tion Chief Whip and BJP
MLC N Ravikumar said

farmers were in distress due
to the drought-like situation
and had suffered heavy loss
on investmentsmade towards
sowingandcultivation.

“The state of mind of farm-
ersissuchthattheywouldeven
consumepoisonifitweregiven
to them by the government,”

Ravikumar said, urging Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar to
focusonfarmers’problemsin-
steadofvisitingtheresidences
ofdisgruntledMLAswhowere
deniedministerialberths.

Speaking to reporters here
on Monday, Ravikumar said
a BJP team, including him-
self, had visited drought-hit
Yaragatti, Ramdurg and Sa-
vadatti taluks on Sunday and
witnessedtheplightoffarmers
whose crops had withered or
failed to grow due to deficient
rainfall.

He said hoping for rains,
farmers resorted to repeated
sowing, but the rains failed to
cometotheirrescue.

“The government claims
that the state has received
90% of the expected rains. If
that is the case, where has the

water gone?” he asked. The
team had seen crops such as
greengram, maize, sunflower
and cotton that had failed to
mature. Though some plants
appeared green, they had not
producedgrains,hesaid.

Ravikumar said the situ-
ation was worse for farmers
cultivating leased land, as any
compensation provided by
the government was credited
to the bank accounts of land-
owners,leavingtenantfarmers
withoutassistance.

Thegovernmentshouldfor-
mulate a policy to protect the
interests of such farmers, he
demanded.

Heclaimedthataround25%
offarmersinthestatecultivat-
ed leased land.

He also demanded that the
governmentconsiderthegram

panchayat as the unit for as-
sessingrainfallandcroplosses.

Since a hobli covers a large
area, inadequate rainfall in
some pockets could result in
farmers being denied com-
pensation despite crop loss,
hesaid.

He demanded compensa-
tion of Rs 50,000 per acre for
cropdamage.

Ravikumar said there was
notadropofwaterinthelakeat
Chandargi in Ramdurg taluk.
Had the lift irrigationscheme,
forwhichthefoundationstone
was laid during the tenure of
former chief minister Sidda-
ramaiah, been completed, vil-
lagesinthevicinitywouldhave
benefited,hesaid.

BJP-JD(S) co-ordination
Asked about BJP state pres-

ident B Y Vijayendra not par-
ticipating in the padayatra
organised by the JD(S) and
Union Industries Minister H
D Kumaraswamy, Ravikumar
said Vijayendra had gone to
Shikaripurforapre-scheduled
programmeandhadspokento
Kumaraswamy.

Ravikumar also alleged
that the Congress was giving
ministerial berths to those
who paid money. Referring to
an audio clip that has gone vi-
ral, he claimed that Congress
leaders could allegedly be
hearddiscussingademandfor
money forCabinet berths and
questioning why former min-
ister H K Patil should remain
honest.

Heallegedthatthestatehad
been turned into an ‘ATM for
theCongress’.

CMmust visit housesofdistressed
farmers, notMLAs:BJPMLC
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HeseeksRs50k
peracre

compensationfor
croploss
▼

With rains receding in
the catchment areas
of theKrishnaand its

tributaries in Karnataka and
Maharashtra, the inflow into
the rivers in Belagavi district
hasdeclinedsignificantly.

The Hidkal Dam across the
Ghataprabha river is nearing
its maximum storage capaci-
ty. On Monday, 2,600 cusecs
ofwaterwasbeingreleasedfor
irrigation - 2,200 cusecs into
the Ghataprabha Right Bank
Canal and400cusecs into the
ChikkodiBranchCanal.

Belagavi and Khanapur ta-
lukswitnessedcleartoovercast
conditionsduringtheday,with
mild spells of rain reported in
someareas.Otherpartsof the
district experiencedgenerally
clear weather. The receding
rainfall inthecatchmentareas
of theKrishnaandits tributar-

iesinMaharashtrahasresulted
in a decline in inflow into the
riversinthedistrict.TheKallol
barrage in Chikkodi taluk re-
cordedaninflowof60,244cu-
secs, including 52,500 cusecs
from the Rajapur barrage in
Maharashtraand7,744cusecs
from the Doodhganga river.
The inflow was 14,856 cusecs
lower than Sunday’s 75,100
cusecsrecordedat5pm.

TheGhataprabhariveralso
witnessed a decline in inflow
followingareductioninrainfall
intheWesternGhatsregionof
Karnataka and Maharashtra.
The Hidkal Dam recorded

an inflow of 8,947 cusecs. Its
water storage stood at 47.622
TMC, including 45.602 TMC
of live storage. The dam has a
maximum storage capacity of
51TMC,ofwhich48.980TMC
is livestorage.

The Malaprabha river also
recordedadecline in inflowas
rains receded in the Western
Ghats region of Khanapur
taluk. The Malaprabha Dam
recordedaninflowof2,312cu-
secs, while its storage stood at
20.438TMC,including17.053
TMC of live storage. The dam
hasamaximumstoragecapac-
ityof37.731TMC.

Inflow intoKrishna, tributaries
declinesas rains recede

HidkalDamnears
fullcapacity

▼
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Studentswalk in themildrainatChannammaCircle in
BelagavionMonday.DHPHOTO

Preparations for the an-
nualMangaiDevifairat
Vadgaon suburb in the

city, beginning on August 11,
are in full swing. The tem-
ple management has made
arrangements to facilitate
the smooth movement of
devotees and enable them to
offer prayers, while the Be-
lagavi City Corporation has
restored the roads leading to
thetemple.

The fair, which continues
until the weekend, attracts
lakhs of devotees from Be-
lagavi and neighbouring
areas, who visit the temple
to offer prayers and seek the
blessings of the deity. Resi-
dents of Vadgaon also host
relatives and friends during
the fair and serve them
traditional vegetarian and
non-vegetarianmeals.

The fair will commence
at dawn on Tuesday with
prayers and other rituals at
thetemple.Devoteeswillsub-

sequently be allowed to offer
prayersandmakeofferingsto
thedeityasperthecustomary
rituals.

Traders and vendors set-
ting up stalls selling flowers,
coconuts, fruits and other
offerings, as well as toys and
other items, have been in-
structed to setup their shops
on one side of the road. The
other side will be kept clear
to facilitate the movement
of devotees andprevent con-
gestion. TheCity Police have
installed barricades at the
entrances of Patil Galli and
Vishnu Galli and diverted
vehicular traffic. Motorists
have been asked to follow
the diversions and can park
their vehicles on the premis-
esoftheoldandnewPrimary
HealthCentres.

The police have appealed
tothepublictofollowthetraf-
ficrestrictionsanddiversions
to prevent congestion and
ensure smooth movement
of vehicles and pedestrians
duringthefair.

Vadgaonall set for
annualMangaiDevi

fair fromtoday

MangaiDevi templeatVadgaon inBelagavihasbeen
readiedfor theannual fair commencingonTuesday.DHPHOTO
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BELAGAVI,DHNS:Nagam-
maSHalyal,aresidentof
Khanpet village in Ram-
durg taluk of the district
passed away due to age
related ailments at her
native place on Monday
morning.

She was 98. She is sur-
vived by two sons, five
daughters,grandchildren
andgreatgrandchildren.
The last rites were per-
formedintheevening.

NagammaS
Halyal

BELAGAVI, DHNS: BJPMLA
Abhay Patil said the Con-
gress government in the
statewas ‘nearing its expiry
date’ and alleged that the
administrationhadbecome
economically and mentally
bankrupt.

Speaking to reporters
here on Monday, Patil said
there has been no change
in the state’s situation even
after D K Shivakumar re-
placed Siddaramaiah as
chiefminister.

He alleged that the state
government had gone off
track and had failed to re-
lease funds for the develop-
mentofBelagavicity for the
past three years. Previous
governments had allocated
Rs 100 crore annually for
the city’s development, but
the funding had now been
stopped,heclaimed.

Patil said Rs 20 crore to
Rs25crorehadearlierbeen
releasedeveryyearforinfra-
structure development in
Belagavi during the winter
session of the state legisla-
ture.

“That funding too has
beenstopped,”hesaid.

He further alleged that
funds due to the Belagavi
City Corporation under the
State Finance Commission
had been reduced by half,
along with cuts in other
grants.

Conggovt
nearingexpiry
date, saysPatil

Tilakwadipolicehavear-
rested a man allegedly
involved in a fraud in

which more than Rs 150
crorewascollectedfromover
3,000investorsbypromising
high returns through a trad-
ing company. A search is on
for his accomplices who are
absconding.

According to the police,
Ashok Veerupakshi Chisa-
guppi of Koujalgi in Gokak
taluk lodged a complaint
on July 13, alleging that the
accused had established
ApexBizcorpLLP, a trading
company, on the first floor
of Renuka Residency Apart-
ment at Mangalwar Peth in
Tilakwadi.

The accused allegedly col-
lected around Rs 150 crore
from more than 3,000 peo-
pleasinvestments,promising
themhighreturns.Thepolice
said the fundswereallegedly
diverted for investments in
the share market and real
estateandforpurchasingim-

movable properties, thereby
cheating investors.

Acasehasbeenregistered
against seven accusedunder
the provisions of the Ban-
ning ofUnregulatedDeposit
Schemes Act and the Karna-
takaProtectionof Interestof
DepositorsAct.

Police arrested Arjun Ma-
hadevWaghmare,aresident
of Manganur village in Chik-
koditaluk,andproducedhim
before the XCII Additional
CityCivilandSessionsJudge,
Bengaluru(CCH-93).Efforts
areunderwaytotraceandar-
rest the remaining accused,
policesaid.

The investigation team
comprises Police Inspector
Parashuram Pujeri, Police
Sub-Inspector Vishwanath
Ghantamath and police per-
sonnel Mahesh Patil, A V
Neelappanavar, Nagendra
Talawar,LadchinabMultani,
PremPawarandShrikantKu-
rubar, along with Technical
Cell staff member Ramesh
Akki. Tilakwadi police are
investigating.

Manheld for
duping3k investors

ofRs 150cr
BELAGAVI, DHNS

Jambagi SuperSpeciality
Eye Institute organised
a special eye check-up

camp under its ‘Kala Drishti’
initiativeforGaneshidolmak-
ersbyconductingscreenings
at theirworkplacesrecently.

With the city gearing up
for the grand celebrations of
Ganesh Utsav, artisans are
workingformonthstocreate
idolsthataddtothefestiveat-
mosphere.Creatingintricate
designs and facial features
requires prolonged concen-
tration, precision and good
vision.

In particular, shaping the
eyesandfacialexpressionsof
the idols demands a high de-
greeofvisualaccuracy.

However, amid the pres-
sure and tight schedules of
festival preparations, many
artisans have little time to
pay attention to their own
eyehealth.

Taking this into consider-
ation, a medical team from
the institutevisitedthework-
shopsofidolmakersandcon-
ductedeyescreeningsattheir

workplaces, allowing them
to continue with their work
without having to visit a hos-
pital.

The camp included vision
screening, comprehensive
eyeexaminations,checkingof
spectaclepowerandprescrip-
tionservices.Specialcoupons
were also distributed, along
with guidance on proper eye
care.

Artisans involved in
idol-makingoftenspendlong
hours working on intricate
designs.Prolongedexposure
to dust and colours, coupled
withextendedworkinghours,
can add to eye strain. The in-
creased workload during the
festival season can further
make it difficult for them
to find time for routine eye
check-ups.

Theinitiativealsosoughtto
acknowledge the hard work
and dedication of artisans
whose craftsmanship con-
tributes to the spirit of Ga-
nesh Utsav. Creating aware-
ness among them about the
importanceoftimelyeyecare
was another key objective of
theprogramme.

Eyecheck-upcamp
held forGanesh idol

makers
BELAGAVI, DHNS

MLAAbhayPatilmeetsUnionRoadTransportand
HighwaysMinisterNitinGadkari inNewDelhionSunday
tourgehimtograntapproval for theproposedcablecar

projectatYellurvillage inBelagavi taluk.DHPHOTO

Gadkariassuresearlyclearance
forcablecarproject

BELAGAVI,DHNS:UnionMin-
ister forRoadTransport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari has
assured co-operation and
early clearance for the pro-
posedcablecarprojectatYel-
lurvillage inBelagavi taluk.

MLAAbhayPatilmetGad-
kari in New Delhi on Sunday
andurgedhimtoexpeditethe
Centre’sapprovalfortheproj-
ect, which has been pending
forsometime.

Patilsaidthecablecarproj-
ect would attract more tour-
ists to the region, boost local

tradeandcreateemployment
opportunities for residents.
Itwouldalsoprovideamajor
impetustotourisminthebor-
derareas,hesaid.

He requested Gadkari to
grant the necessary approv-
al at the earliest, noting that
previous efforts to move the
projectforwardhadnotyield-
ed results. Gadkari assured
Patilthattherequestwouldbe
consideredattheearliestand
thattheCentrewouldextend
the necessary co-operation
for its implementation.


