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SEBAFOR, Bhubaneswar distributes Relief 
to Flood-Affected Families in Tihidi Block

Indian Bank Organizes Financial Literacy 
Camp and Plantation Drive Programme

Rajasthan approves Rs 381.91 cr for 
Atal Pragati Paths in 192 villages

Jaipur, Aug 12 (Agency)

The Rajasthan government approved 
Rs 381.91 crore for construction and 
strengthening of Atal Pragati Paths 
in the remaining 192 villages with a 
population of more than 1,000, officials 
said on Wednesday. The approval will 
facilitate construction and strengthening 
of around 286 km of roads in 192 villages 
and populated areas across 28 districts, 
according to an official statement. The 
initiative is aimed at strengthening road 
connectivity in rural areas and promoting 
infrastructure-led development, it said. 
The Atal Pragati Paths will be constructed 
in villages across districts including 
Ajmer, Balotra, Banswara, Baran, Barmer, 
Bharatpur, Bhilwara and Chittorgarh, 
among others. The state government, 
under Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma, 
has been focusing on strengthening rural 
infrastructure and improving connectivity 
as part of its efforts to accelerate 
development in villages, the statement 
said. 

Rajasthan Cabinet approves UCC, Tree Protection 
bills drafts; to table them in Assembly

Sitharaman interacts with startups, 
entrepreneurs at Rajasthan Yuva Conclave
Jaipur, Aug 13 (FN Reporter) Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Thursday interacted with founders of startups and 
businesses here at the Rajasthan Yuva Conclave 2026. Sitharaman 
interacted with entrepreneurs who have benefited from central 
schemes, according to posts shared by her office on social media. 
Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma was also present during 
the interactive session, besides Deputy Chief Minister Diya Kumari 
and BJP MLA Gopal Sharma. Sitharaman later participated in the 'Har 
Ghar Tiranga' campaign in Jaipur ahead of the 80th Independence 
Day. The finance minister said the spirit of the 'Har Ghar Tiranga' 
campaign binds citizens together in their love for the nation. 

Jaipur, Aug 13 (FN Reporter)

Rajasthan Cabinet on Thursday 
approved the drafts of the 
Rajasthan Uniform Civil Code 

(UCC) Bill, 2026, and the Rajasthan 
Trees (Protection) Bill, 2026, with both 

proposed to be introduced in the upcoming 
Assembly session, officials said. The 
proposed UCC seeks to provide a uniform 
legal framework in the state for marriage, 
divorce, inheritance, maintenance and 
live-in relationships, while the Tree 
Protection Bill proposes special protection 
for 29 tree species, including khejri, the 
state tree. The cabinet meeting, chaired 
by Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma, also 
approved an operations and maintenance 
policy for rural drinking water supply 
and took several decisions relating to 
personnel welfare and ex-servicemen, 
according to an official statement. In a 
statement, Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
Jogaram Patel said the UCC draft was 
prepared on the recommendations of 
an expert committee headed by former 
Supreme Court judge Justice Ranjana 
Prakash Desai. Under the proposed law, 
registration of all marriages solemnised 
after its implementation would be 

mandatory within 60 days and polygamy 
would be prohibited, Patel said. 
The proposed legislation would allow 
marriages to be solemnised according to 
the customs and traditions of different 
religions and communities, while 
providing a common legal framework for 
their registration and related matters. The 

provisions of the proposed UCC would 
not apply to Scheduled Tribes and classes, 
which have constitutionally protected 
customary rights, the minister said. The 
draft also proposes registration or written 
intimation of the commencement and 
termination of live-in relationships, aimed 
at protecting the rights of the parties, he 
said. The proposed law provides for equal 
inheritance rights for sons and daughters, 
and lays down a priority order for 
succession in cases where a person dies 
without a will, according to the statement. 
The draft Rajasthan Trees (Protection) 
Bill, 2026, is aimed at regulating the 
felling of trees on non-forest land and 
protecting 29 important species. 
Besides khejri and rohida, the list includes 
banyan, peepal, lasoda, tendu, mahua, 
ker, and chironji. Under the proposed 
legislation, cutting a protected tree on non-
forest land without prior permission of the 
competent authority would be prohibited. 

A violation could attract imprisonment of 
up to one year, a fine of up to Rs 1 lakh, 
or both. Where permission is granted for 
removal of a tree, plantation of a prescribed 
number of trees in the same area would be 
required, officials said. The cabinet also 
approved an operations and maintenance 
policy for rural water supply schemes, 
incorporating the 19 major components of 
the Centre's Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0. gram 
panchayats and village water and sanitation 
committees would be responsible for day-
to-day operation and maintenance at the 
local level. In another decision concerning 
defence personnel, the cabinet approved 
an amendment to extend the cut-off 
date for compassionate appointments to 
families of 35 soldiers 
who died of injuries 
sustained during the 
1971 India-Pakistan 
war. 
The government said 
326 Rajasthan soldiers 
were killed during the 
war, while 35 others 
who had suffered 
serious injuries died 
during treatment 
between January 
1 and October 31, 
1972. The amendment 
would make their 
families eligible 
for compassionate 
appointment. The 
cabinet approved a 
two-year relaxation in 
the requisite experience 
for promotions 
during 2026-27 
for government 
employees who did 
not receive such 

benefit during the previous three years. 
It also approved amendments providing 
notional benefits from June 30, 2016, for 
reservation in promotion for government 
employees with disabilities. Among 
other decisions, the cabinet approved 
inclusion of daughters-in-law of 
deceased government employees among 
eligible dependents for compassionate 
appointments and changes in maternity 
and child-care leave provisions. The 
cabinet also approved allotments of 
around 306 hectares of industrial land in 
Jaisalmer district to UltraTech Cement 
Ltd and land for four renewable energy 
projects in Bikaner, Jaisalmer, and 
Barmer districts. 

Cuttack, August 13 (FN Reporter)

Indian Bank organized Financial 
Literacy Camps and Plantation 
Drives at various branches 
under the Cuttack Zonal office 
at various places like Cuttack, 
Banipada, Rajkanika. The 
Financial Literacy Camps 
focused on creating awareness 
among customers and the public 
about responsible banking 

practices, financial planning and 
various banking services. The 
plantation drives highlighted 
the bank’s commitment towards 
environmental conservation 
and promoting a greener and 
healthier society. 
Zonal Manager Deepak Kumar, 
Deputy Zonal Manager Ajay 
Kumar Mishra, Chief Manager 
Pradeep Kumar Satpathy and 
other Branch Officials attended 
the programme. 

Bhubaneswar, August 13 (FN Reporter)

Senior Bankers Forum (SEBAFOR), 
Bhubaneswar, distributed 325 
relief packets among the flood-

affected families of village Nuasahi 
under Tihidi Block of Bhadrak district 
on 11th August 2026. The area had 

been severely affected by a devastating 
flood just a week ago. The primary 
objective of this humanitarian initiative 
was to stand by the affected families 
in their hours of distress and extend a 
helping hand when they needed it the 
most. The relief distribution programme 
was attended by the concerned Village 
Head, the Nodal NGO for Tihidi Block 
-Tribeni Trust Madam Ranjulata, veteran 

social worker Gagan Paithal and Aditya 
Rath, along with many local volunteers 
and members of SEBAFOR. 
They actively participated in the 
distribution of relief packets among 
the affected families. Representing 
SEBAFOR, Sashi Bhusan Dash, Mr. 
Dhaneswar Sahoo, Mr. Anadi Sahu, 
Mr. Mihir Pattnaik, Mr. Choudhury 

Ashok Mishra and Mr. 
Achyutananda Parida 
participated in the relief 
camp and helped coordinate 
and conduct the distribution 
programme. The programme 
was conducted under the 
guidance of SEBAFOR 
President Mr. Amrut Nath 
Mohanty, Secretary Mr. 
Iswar Chandra Rath, with the 

leadership and support of Group Leader 
Mr. Sunanda Kumar Mitra and Madam 
Geetanjali Mishra. Their guidance and 
coordination contributed significantly 
to the successful completion of the 
relief initiative. The cooperation, 
dedication and team spirit displayed by 
all SEBAFOR members and volunteers 
in making this initiative a success were 
highly appreciated. 


