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Chandigarh: Punjab and Haryana HC has di-
rected Haryana govt to consider a dead Briga-
dier’s son for compassionate appointment, hol-
ding state could not deny benefits to the depen-
dent of  an Army officer declared a “battle ca-
sualty” by drawing an “artificial distinction
between a battle casualty and a martyr”.

“Court is deeply anguished and appalled to
note the typically unsympathetic and uncoo-
perative stance of  state to unnecessarily comp-
licate and embroil simple and clear policy in-
structions into semantics and legalese,” Justi-
ce Nidhi Gupta said in her order, noting Army
didn’t even use the word ‘martyr’.

HC quashed rejection orders dated Feb 16,
2024; May 24, 2024; and Dec 4, 2025, and directed
govt to consider petitioner Saksham Rathore —
son of  Brigadier Abhimanyu Singh Rathore —
as eligible under applicable policies and grant
compassionate appointment within four
months. Brigadier Rathore died on July 30, 2023,
of  cerebral venous thrombosis during Opera-
tion Snow Leopard, described in the judgment
as ‘the Galwan incident with China’. A ‘battle ca-
sualty’ certificate was issued on Jan 10, 2024.

Saksham, a BCom graduate and MBA hol-
der, contended that despite his father’s ‘battle
casualty’ status and Army forwarding his app-
lication, his claim was rejected by govt on the
basis of  erroneous interpretation of  its polici-
es. State argued that compassionate appoint-
ment was available only to dependents of  ‘mar-
tyrs’ and claimed Brigadier Rathore died whi-
le undergoing treatment for CVT, whose onset
occurred at Leh during the operation.

Rejecting this contention, HC termed the
submission “incomprehensible”, noting that
although the 2014 policy referred to ‘martyrs’,
it contained “an error apparent” because the
armed forces did not recognise that expres-
sion. Instead, the military uses ‘battle casual-
ty’ for personnel killed in action or those who
die in an operational area.

HC observed the term ‘martyr’ carried poli-
tical and religious connotations and was not
considered appropriate for defence personnel
who died in the line of  duty.

It was “crass and ignorant” to describe as
mere disease an ailment suffered by a soldier
while serving at an active battlefront, HC said.

‘Anguished and
appalled’: HC on Hry

govt’s refusal of job to
dead Brigadier’s son
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HC acquits 4 women in 1984 case, upholds conviction of 2 men: Observing that in a free fight each person
is responsible for their own act, the Allahabad high court acquitted four women while upholding the conviction of
two men in a 1984 land dispute clash. The court held that the prosecution failed to establish which side was the
aggressor. TNN
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