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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)

Forecast for Monday: Heavy to Very Heavy Rainfall very likely at

isolated places over Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and West Mad-

hya Pradesh. Thunderstorm accompanied with Lightning very likely

at isolated places over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam & Meghalaya, Ch-

hattisgarh, Gujarat Region, Maharashtra, Nagaland, Manipur,

Mizoram and Tripura and Uttarakhand.
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......31.5...... 26.5 Kurnool ........................... —......35.5...... 25.4
Ahmedabad............. —......33.7...... 27.0 Lucknow.......................... —......33.5...... 27.8
Aizawl ...................... —......27.3...... 22.4 Madurai ........................... —......40.2...... 26.1
Bengaluru...............4.4......29.4...... 20.8 Mangaluru....................... —......29.1...... 24.4
Bhopal ..................... —......... —..........— Mumbai ........................... —......... —..........—
Bhubaneswar .........6.2......34.2...... 26.8 Mysuru............................. —......29.0...... 20.0
Chandigarh.............. —......36.0...... 25.0 New Delhi.......................4.8......35.3...... 26.5
Chennai ................17.8......36.1...... 25.4 Patna............................... —......34.9...... 27.0
Coimbatore ............. —......33.4...... 22.8 Port Blair ......................17.8......29.4...... 24.2
Dehradun................2.5......32.2...... 24.1 Prayagraj......................12.9......33.5...... 25.0
Gangtok ...................43......22.3...... 18.1 Puducherry ..................... —......25.0..........—
Goa...........................18......31.4..........— Pune ................................ —......30.2...... 22.9
Guwahati ..............25.9......32.9...... 25.4 Raipur..............................66......30.0...... 24.3
Hubballi ................... —......... —..........— Ranchi ...............................7......29.9...... 22.0
Hyderabad............12.4......... —...... 24.6 Shillong ..........................0.2......23.3...... 17.3
Imphal ....................3.8......27.7...... 22.7 Shimla ............................. —......24.1...... 17.0
Jaipur ........................2......00.0...... 26.7 Srinagar..........................0.7......30.4...... 19.0
Kochi..........................3......29.6...... 24.6 Thiruvananthapuram .......17.3......31.0...... 23.8
Kohima .................... —......... —..........— Tiruchirappalli ................ —......39.5...... 27.4
Kolkata .................... —......32.0...... 27.2 Vijayawada...................... —......... —..........—
Kozhikode ..............6.6......31.9...... 25.2 Visakhapatnam...............5.2......34.0...... 27.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Hingoli,

Maharashtra recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 336

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 14.

Ahmedabad ..... .11 ..23 27 ..... 40 ...114 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...8 ..— 52 ..... 31 ....87 ......*

Chennai............ ...6 ..12 .— ..... 34 ....89 ......*

Delhi ................. .20 ..31 81 ... 173 ...166 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...4 ..18 14 ..... 27 ....57 ......*

Kolkata............. ...9 ..15 35 ..... 19 ....30 ......*

Lucknow........... .36 ..12 24 ..... 69 ....84 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...4 ....4 10 ..... 30 ....80 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..27 ..2 ..... 39 ....82 ......*

Visakhapatnam ...6 ..71 20 ..... 49 ....89 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

F
ollowing Opposition
allegations of toeing
the Sangh Parivar’s

line on the recital of Vande

Mataram in its entirety, the
Congress-led United De-
mocratic Front (UDF) go-
vernment in Kerala ap-
peared to backtrack on the
Chief Secretary’s directive
to government depart-
ments to ensure the song
was recited in its entirety
during the Independence
Day celebrations. 

Although the Chief Mi-
nister’s O�ce is yet to
make an o�cial clari�ca-
tion or withdraw the direc-
tive, Health Minister K. Mu-
raleedharan told the media
on Sunday that only the

�rst two stanzas will be
sung in the State govern-
ment’s programmes. He
said that the Chief Secre-
tary sometimes issues cir-
culars based on Union go-
vernment directives.
Though Mr. Muraleedha-
ran and Education Minis-

ter N. Samsudheen of the
Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) said that
the Chief Secretary had
acted as per Lok Bhavan’s
directives, Lok Bhavan has
reportedly denied issuing
any directions.

Even as the Opposition

Left Democratic Front
(LDF) lashed out at the
UDF government for “sur-
rendering completely” to
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh’s (RSS) agenda,
the Ministers of the ruling
front had found it hard to
defend the directive. 

Opposition’s criticism
Leader of the Opposition
Pinarayi Vijayan said that
singing the �rst two stan-
zas of Vande Mataram was
not wrong, but the song in
its entirety goes against the
country’s secular spirit.

CPI(M) leader T.M. Tho-
mas Isaac said that even
though in a federal system
States might be forced to
follow Central directives,
the State should at least
make a mark of protest.

Kerala govt. may withdraw
directive on Vande Mataram

The Health Minister says that the Chief Secretary sometimes issues

circulars based on Union government directives. FILE PHOTO

Following Opposition allegations of ‘toeing RSS line’, Health Minister says only the �rst two stanzas

would be sung at State govt. programmes; CMO is yet to o�cially clarify or withdraw instruction

The Hindu Bureau

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Merchant Navy O�cers Welfare Association,
Visakhapatnam, conducted a silent protest from
the Kali Mata temple to the Beach Road in
Andhra Pradesh on Sunday, condemning the
killing of seafarers in war zones. Around 40
merchant navy seafarers took part in the protest
and expressed solidarity with seafarers who lost
their lives. The association sought compensation
and adequate support for the kin of deceased
seafarers from shipowners and agencies. 

Protest held in A.P. against
seafarer deaths in war zones

INBRIEF
�

Actor Allu Arjun expressed hope that
Visakhapatnam would emerge as an international
destination on the lines of Dubai. The actor was
in the city to inaugurate ‘AAA Cinemas’ at Inorbit
Mall on Sunday. Addressing his fans at the event,
he congratulated the people of the city on the
recent inauguration of the Alluri Sitharama Raju
International Airport at Bhogapuram. “I love
Vizag. I would love to see Vizag emerging as an
international destination like Dubai,” he said.

Allu Arjun inaugurates 
AAA Cinemas in Vizag

East Godavari Superinten-
dent of Police D. Narasim-
ha Kishore said on Sunday
that the police would seek
custody of Suravarapu Das-
wanth and Andrew Joseph
Edwards for further inves-
tigation into the death of
medico K. Priyanka.

The two accused were
remanded in judicial custo-

dy till August 21 on August
7 for allegedly hitting Dr.
Priyanka with a car in an
inebriated condition in Ra-
jamahendravaram on Au-
gust 3. They allegedly hit
her twice before running
over her while she was rid-
ing pillion on a two-wheel-
er. She was declared brain
dead the same day and
died at a private hospital in
Secunderabad on August 7.

“As per the preliminary

probe, Dr. Priyanka and
the accused were not
known to each other,” Mr.
Narasimha Kishore said.
The case was registered
under culpable homicide
not amounting to murder
and the charges could be
altered after further
investigation.

₹20 lakh assistance
Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu directed o�-

cials to provide ₹20 lakh as-
sistance to the family and
ensure stringent legal ac-
tion. 

The government will
bear her medical expenses
since August 3, Tourism
Minister Kandula Durgesh
said. 

Deputy Chief Minister
K. Pawan Kalyan and
Home Minister V. Anitha
also assured the family of
support and justice.

Police to seek custody of two accused
in medico death case in Rajahmundry
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RAJAMAHENDRAVARAM

In a major push to modernise rail infrastructure
in North Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Indian
Railways has approved a comprehensive
₹300-crore yard remodelling project for the
Visakhapatnam railway station. Executed by the
newly formed South Coast Railway (SCoR) zone,
the project features six new platforms and six
additional railway lines to handle expanding
passenger tra�c. The station expansion will
increase the terminal’s total platform to 14.

₹300-crore revamp of Vizag
railway station approved 

The National Investigation Agency
(NIA) has reportedly arrested T.A.
Harris, the alleged mastermind in
a case involving the seizure of a
huge cache of explosives from
Chemmad, near Tirurangadi, in
the Malappuram district of Kerala.
He was reportedly arrested from
Manjeri in the district.

According to the NIA, Mr. Harris
played a key role in illegally pro-
curing, stockpiling and distribut-
ing the explosives.

The seizure
The case relates to the seizure of
89,600 gelatin sticks and 10,500
non-electric detonators from a
hollow bricks factory compound
at Chemmad on February 7, 2026.

They were stored in boxes and
found hidden among onion sacks.

The case was handed over to
the NIA after the explosives were
found to have been brought with-
out a licence. The NIA took over
the investigation citing its national
security implications.

19 locations searched
The NIA conducted searches at
around 19 locations across Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, reco-
vering digital devices and docu-
ments. Three people were arrest-
ed in Karnataka earlier, while the
total number of arrests in the case
has now reached 10.

The agency had also searched
quarry-related locations in Kozhi-
kode, Kasaragod and Kannur dis-
tricts before arresting the sus-
pects.

‘Mastermind’ in illegal
explosives case arrested
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MALAPPURAM

The Kerala High Court recently ob-
served that the compensation
awarded under the Victim Com-
pensation Scheme should be inde-
pendent of, and in addition to the
compensation levied from the
o�ender.

The court directed the Kasara-
god District Legal Services Author-
ity to conduct an inquiry and de-
termine the amount of
compensation payable to the sur-
vivors, and ensure that the pay-
ment is disbursed without undue
delay. 

The Single Bench of Justice Jo-
bin Sebastian was considering a
petition by the survivors of an acid
attack, where the o�ender was
sentenced to 12 years of imprison-
ment and �ned ₹40,000 to be paid
to the victims. The petitioners con-

tended that the Sessions Court
failed to make a recommendation
under the Victim Compensation
Scheme and that the compensa-
tion awarded was ‘grossly inadeq-
uate’ considering the nature of
their injuries. The court held that
in an acid attack case, the criminal
court was under a statutory obliga-
tion to consider the question of
awarding adequate compensation
to the survivors. Victim compensa-
tion is intended to ensure the
adequate rehabilitation of survi-
vors who have su�ered loss or in-
jury, where regular compensation
is inadequate, or the o�ender is
unable to pay, the court observed. 

The court said that the obliga-
tion assumed greater signi�cance
in cases involving acid attacks,
where the survivors often require
prolonged medical treatment,
psychological counselling, rehabil-
itation and �nancial assistance.

Compensation for victims
should be independent of
�ne on o�enders: Kerala HC

The Hindu Bureau

KOCHI

e419838

e419838


