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Medical professionals attend to visitors at a one-day 

awareness cum free health check-up camp jointly 

organised by Model Club Chingmakha and Karkinos 

Hospital at Chingamakha
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Parents briefed on child development, rights
CORRESPONDENT

CDL: Under the NALSA Child 
Friendly Legal Services for 
Children Scheme, Helping 
Hand Initiative organised an 
awareness programme on 
‘Understanding Child Devel-
opment and Children’s Right’ 
at Y Khutha village under 
Chakpikarong sub-division in 
Chandel district on Monday.

The awareness programme 
implemented by Chandel Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority 
was aimed at making parents 
aware on the development and 
rights of children.

Speaking as resource per-
son, Human Development 
consultant and MSc Yaishimla 
Chithung gave a brief expla-
nation of child development 

and child rights, emphasising 
the importance of handling 
and managing children with 
care and sensitivity through-
out the five stages of child 
development.

The consultant stressed that 
parents and guardians should 
pay sincere attention to chil-
dren between the ages of 2 
and 8 years, as this is a crucial 
period for teaching values and 
etiquette such as politeness, 
humility, and respect.

Y Khutha village chief Ps 
Ngahring, Helping Hand Ini-
tiative convenor Ts Hmanrose 
also attended the programme. 

About 43 participants 
witnessed the event in great 
zeal and asked various que-
ries during the question and 
answer session. 

The villagers appreciated 
the NGO for taking up such 
programme for the well-be-
ing of the children and their 
parents.

Instructor upholds Sankirtana heritage, trains for free
MISSION OINAM

IMPHAL: A young cultural aca-
demic in Imphal East district 
is working to preserve the 
original form of Manipuri 
Sankirtana by teaching two 
of its core components, Pung 
and Moibung, to dozens of 
children free of cost, even 
supplying instruments for 
those who cannot afford 
them.

Dr Chakpram Narendra 
Singh has been imparting 
lessons on Pung and Moi-
bung to about 40 to 50 
children at his home since 
2017, without charging any 
fee. He also provides Pung 
instruments, Khudei and 
Pheijom for students from 
underprivileged families.

Manipuri Sankirtana was 
included in the UNESCO’s 
Representative List of the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity on December 4, 
2013, and the date has since 
been observed annually as 
Manipuri Sankirtana Day. 
Sankirtana masters and gu-
rus have voiced concern that 
the tradition’s original form 
is being eroded by the in-
troduction of loudspeakers, 
microphones, headphones, 
irregularly sized ‘pala’ groups 
and other extraneous ele-
ments during ceremonies. 

Narendra’s efforts to teach 
the classical form without 
such additions have been 
described as a commend-
able, selfless contribution to 
preserving the heritage.

Narendra is the son of late 
Chakpram Naraan and RK 
Muktabali of Nongmeibung 
Chakpram Leirak. He trained 
in Pung and Moibung under 
several prominent gurus and 
received the Guru Gulapi Gold 
Medal in Sankirtana from the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur 
Dance Academy. He earned a 
doctorate from Manipur Uni-
versity for his thesis on tra-
ditional instrument Moibung 
(conch), and has published 
several articles on the subject. 
His honours include Manipur 
State Kala Akademi Young 
Talent Award for Moibung, 
along with other awards, and 
performances at numerous 

national and international 
platforms.

Talking to The People’s 
Chronicle, Narendra recount-
ed that he started taking 
Pung and Moibung class in 
2017 with just two or three 
children, with the number 
gradually growing up to the 
current 40 to 50 students. 
He said more children had 
shown interest, but some 
dropped out to take up other 
livelihood activities because 
of financial hardship in their 
families, a situation he called 
deeply saddening. Most chil-
dren drawn to the art form 
come from underprivileged 
backgrounds, tough a hand-
ful belonged to wealthier 
families, he said.

To support them, Narendra 
maintains two types of Pung, 
one for beginners and another 
for more advanced students, 

so that children unable to 
afford the instrument can 
still practice. Classes are held 
daily from 5 pm to 6 pm, after 
students return from school. 
Learning to blow Moibung 
typically takes six to seven 
months to master, while 
Pung requires far longer and 
is a lifelong pursuit. Before 
lessons, students wash and 
wear clean Khudei, a prac-
tice he said instils discipline 
and moral values alongside 
musical training.

Narendra said several of 
his students have gone on to 
perform in religious rituals, 
and some have performed 
outside Manipur. Parents 
have expressed pride at the 
behavioural changes they see 
in their children, calling that 
outcome, along with passing 
on the cultural heritage to the 
next generation, his greatest 
satisfaction.

Narendra has also contrib-
uted to government and or-
ganisational efforts to revive 
Meetei culture among the 
diaspora outside Manipur. 
He recently served as an ex-
pert instructor for Pung and 
Moibung during a month-
and-a-half workshop in Hojai 
district, Assam, that trained 
members of the Meetei com-
munity there in Pung, Ishei, 
Jagoi and Moibung.

Protest staged over bomb attack
CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE

IMPHAL: Residents of Khurai Chaithabi Leirak 
in Imphal East staged protest demonstration 
on Tuesday after unidentified miscreants at-
tacked a house with bomb the previous night.

Police said around 11:30 pm the bathroom 
of one Bachaspatimayum Anandini (84) 
was partially damaged in a bomb explosion 
though no injury was caused.

The protest organised by Chaithabi Leirak 
Women’s Society condemned the attack and 

called for an end to such acts of violence.
Addressing the gathering, former soci-

ety secretary Yumnam Nirmala said bomb 
attacks on residential houses have become 
an alarming trend. People are already facing 
immense hardship because of the ongoing 
crisis, she said, urging all concerned to re-
solve disputes through dialogue instead of 
violence. Nirmala also questioned who would 
have taken responsibility had the explosion 
resulted in loss of life, while strongly con-
demning the incident.

Hunger Marchers’ 
Day: AMSU holds 

campaign 

CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE

IMPHAL: All Manipur Stu-
dents’ Union (AMSU) on 
Tuesday conducted an aca-
demic campaign in schools 
across Imphal East, Imphal 
West and Bishnupur dis-
tricts as part of the Regen-
eration Month held ahead of 
the 61st Hunger Marchers’ 
Day.

The campaign was organ-
ised at several educational 
institutions, including Lok-
tak Christian Model High 
School (Moirang), New 
Model Public School, South 
Point School of Science, The 
Imphal Public School (IPS) 
and Brighter English School.

Addressing students at 
Brighter English School, 
AMSU central executive 
vice-president Naorem 
Wangamba said public 
representatives entrusted 
with governance should 
formulate policies with em-
pathy and prioritise public 
welfare.

He pointed out that poor 
governance and policymak-
ing gave rise to various pub-
lic movements and resulted 
in the loss of many lives. 
Many issues had been ad-
dressed only through tem-
porary compromises, leav-
ing long-standing problems 
unresolved, stated Wan-
gamba, stressing the need to 
regularly educate students 
on important national and 
social issues as part of the 
academic process.

Ex-Longvibu Shimray rejects claim 
R LESTER MAKANG

UKHRUL: Former ‘Longvi-
bu’ of the NSCN/GPRN Retd 
Ningkhan Shimray (MC, VC) 
has rejected a recent allega-
tion made by ‘Longvibu’ A 
Raman of the Provisional 
Government (Eastern Flank) 
linking him to the assassi-
nation of Arunachal Pradesh 
MLA Tirong Aboh.

In a clarification state-
ment, Ningkhan, who is 
co-ordinator of the In-
do-Naga Peace Talk, said 
the charge, made on July 
29, 2026, was baseless and 
misleading. He stated that 
all political and military af-
fairs of Arunachal Pradesh 

were then administered 
under the directives of the 
Prime Minister’s Office and 
the AKO, and that the af-
fairs were handed to GHQ 
Naga Army only on March 
15, 2021 for administrative 
exigencies.

Ningkhan said he had 
neither issued any direc-
tive nor given any order in 
connection with the May 
21, 2019 assassination, as 
Arunachal Pradesh was not 
under the jurisdiction of 
GHQ at that time.

Describing the allegation 
as an attempt to tarnish 
his legacy and reputation, 
Ningkhan criticised what 
he called low-level poli-
tics within the Provision-
al Government. He urged 
the parties concerned to 
avoid false campaigns and 
character assassination, and 
instead remain united in 
Christ with a shared vision 
of ‘one nation, one people’.

MU urged to boost AI innovation, research ecosystem
CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE

IMPHAL: Manipur University (MU) 
should strengthen its Artificial In-
telligence (AI), innovation and re-
search commercialisation ecosystem 
to transform academic research into 
practical solutions, industry partner-
ships and economic opportunities, 
speakers said at a lecture-cum-in-
teraction programme organised by 
MU Manipur Institute of Technology 
(MIT), Department of Computer Sci-
ence and Engineering.

The programme, held at the 
MU court hall, was attended by 
vice-chancellor (in-charge) Prof 
RK Hemakumar Singh, School of 
Engineering dean Prof N Basanta 
Singh, faculty members, research-
ers and students. It featured Prof 
Virach Sornlertlamvanich of Mu-
sashino University, Tokyo, Japan, 
and IP2Impact Ltd, United Kingdom 
director Mairembam Shanjoy Singh.

Prof Virach stressed that AI should 

complement rather than replace hu-
man intelligence. While generative AI 
can rapidly produce ideas using exist-
ing knowledge, meaningful research 
still depends on human reasoning, 
critical thinking, experimentation 
and evidence-based validation. 
AI-generated outputs should always 
be verified before being applied in 
research or decision-making, he 
added.

Referring to Nobel laureate Daniel 
Kahneman's theory of cognition, Prof 
Virach explained that although AI can 
accelerate routine tasks, researchers 
must rely on analytical thinking to 

solve complex problems and make 
reliable decisions.

He also outlined the three pillars of 
MUDS/MIDS Programme – AI Cre-
ation and Applications, AI Algorithm 
Design and Social Innovation – in-
tegrated through research-based 
learning. The framework aims to 
prepare graduates for careers in AI 
engineering, data science and innova-
tion across sectors such as healthcare, 
agriculture, public administration 
and business, he said.

Speaking on research commercial-
isation, Mairembam Shanjoy empha-
sised the need to convert university 
research into products, technologies 
and enterprises that generate social 
and economic value. Drawing on 
the United Kingdom's experience, 
he said universities should estab-
lish robust systems for intellectual 
property management, technology 
transfer and startup development 
while adopting policies suited to their 
own institutional needs.

Shanjoy noted that commercialisa-
tion can also be achieved by licensing 
research outputs to existing indus-
tries, creating additional revenue 
for both researchers and institu-
tions. He further stressed the need 
for technology transfer offices, legal 
and commercial expertise, trans-
parent governance and incentives 
to encourage innovation.

Shanjoy also urged universities to 
expand professional and short-term 
training programmes to strengthen 
industry engagement and diversi-
fy institutional income. Rejecting 
the notion that smaller institutions 
cannot compete globally, he said 
Manipur University has the potential 
to emerge as a centre of innovation 
by building on local strengths while 
adopting globally proven practices.

The programme concluded with 
an interactive session on AI, natural 
language processing, intellectual 
property, startup ecosystems and 
university-industry collaboration.

Yunus Khan announces Moirang poll bid
CORRESPONDENT

BPR: One Yunus Khan on Tues-
day announced his candida-
ture for Moirang assembly 
constituency in the 2027 Ma-
nipur Legislative Assembly 
election.

Making the announcement 
at an event held at his of 
Kwakta Ward No 8 residence, 
he pledged to work for youth 
empowerment, improved ed-
ucation, healthcare, sports 
and road infrastructure, and 
to fight corruption.

The event was attended 
by social worker Md Abdul 
Mantlip, Jamiat Ul Ulama, 
Bishnupur District advisor 
MV Shafijuddi, Anjuman Islahi 
Mousera, Kwakta Sardar MV 
Abdul Kalam, former Tham-
napokpi Ward No 5 mem-
ber Laishram Thoibi, social 
worker Laishram Sanjoy of 
Sunusiphai, and social work-

er Sanayaima of Tronglaobi, 
among others.

Addressing the gathering, 
Yunus Khan said he entered 
politics at the age of 25 with 
the objective of empowering 
young people, whom he de-
scribed as the pillars of the 
future.

The candidate aspirant said 
he decided to join electoral 
politics with the support of 
the people and promised to 
address deficiencies in ed-
ucation, sports, healthcare 

sector and road infrastructure 
in the constituency if elected. 
He also pledged to take a firm 
stand against corruption.

Appealing to voters, Yunus 
Khan urged the public to elect 
leaders based on integrity 
rather than monetary influ-
ence. He called on the elector-
ate to choose a representative 
who understands the people 
and the land, promotes com-
munal harmony and works 
to safeguard the rights and 
interests of the constituency. 

Koireng-led UNLF condoles 
Capt N Pandamba 

CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE

IMPHAL: The proscribed 
Koireng-led United Na-
tional Liberation Front 
(UNLF) deeply condoled the 
untimely demise of ‘Capt’ 
N Pandamba alias Inaocha 
of Heirok Part 2 Chingol 
Manung, who passed away 
on August 1 night in an ‘un-
fortunate’ incident. 

According to a UNLF 
statement issued by public-
ity secretary M Shak-Hen, 
Pandamba was born on July 
19, 1986 to Ningthoujam 
Subon and Ningthoujam 
(O) Amuleima as the second 
of five siblings comprising 
three sons and two daugh-
ters. He studied till Class 
VIII at Chingdokpok High 
School and joined the UNLF 
at the age of 15 in 2002. Af-
ter completing Basic Mil-
itary Training in the 24th 
batch at WTF camp, ‘Capt’ 
Pandamba became an MPA 
fighter with Service No. 
1484. During his more than 
two decades with the Front, 
‘Capt’ Pandamba served in 
various operational units 
including the MPA’s 241 and 
291 battalions, Tactical Unit 
and the Joint Fighting Force 
(JFF) of the Coordination 
Committee (CORCOM). He 
took part in many military 
operations including the 

2007 Khengjoi operation 
and was known for un-
dertaking advance patrol 
duties fearlessly. In recog-
nition of his discipline and 
ideological commitment, 
‘Capt’ Pandamba was in-
ducted as a probationary 
party cadre in 2021 and then 
elevated to a full-fledged 
party cadre by the UNLF 
Central Committee on No-
vember 24, 2024.

While describing ‘Capt’ 
Pandamba as a true rev-
olutionary who remained 
committed, steadfast 
during challenging phases 
of the organisation, the 
UNLF said he had served 
both as an MPA officer and 
party cadre until his last 
breath. The organisation 
also conveyed its heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved 
family, relatives, friends 
and comrades while paying 
revolutionary tribute to the 
deceased cadre.


