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distribution of essential
ration supplies in flood-
affected areas and
instructed departmental
officials to assess ration
cards that may have been
damaged due to the
floods.The meeting was
attended by Nazira MLA
Mayur Borgohain, CDC
of Nazira Pratibha
Meshram, Commissioner
and Secretary of Housing
and Urban Affairs Kavita
Padmanabhan, Director of

Review Meeting on Flood
Situation Held in Nazira

Under Minister Kaushik Rai
The Assam Rising,

Nazira, August 8:  A review
meeting on the recent
flood situation in Nazira
was held on Thursday at
the conference hall of the
Nazira Co-District
Commissioner’s office,
chaired by Assam
Minister Kaushik Rai, who
oversees the departments
of Food, Public
Distribution and
Consumer Affairs, as well
as Housing and Urban
Affairs.During the
meeting, the minister
assessed the extent of
damage caused by floods
in the affected areas under
Nazira, Simaluguri, and
Amguri municipalities. He
directed the concerned
officials to prioritize the
cleaning of drains and
sewer systems, proper
disposal of waste, and
restoration of essential
municipal services to
bring normalcy back at the
earliest.Rai also reviewed
the functioning of the
Food, Public Distribution
and Consumer Affairs
Department. He took stock
of the availability and

Municipal Administration
Tonkeshwar Das,
Commissioner of Food, Public
Distribution and Consumer
Affairs Hemanta Bhuyan,
Joint Secretary of Assam
Food and Civil Supplies
Corporation Parijat Bhuyan,
and chairpersons of Nazira,
Simaluguri, and Amguri
municipalit ies—Barnali
Chetia, Kabita Mili, and
Anamika Neog Vaishya—
along with senior officials
from various departments.

RGU Celebrates National
Handloom Day with Industry–

Academia Connect

actively participated in the
discussion through an
open-house question-and-
answer session with the

IIC-EC, said National
Handloom Day is not only a
celebration of India's
centuries-old textile
traditions but also an
opportunity to encourage
innovation, sustainability
and entrepreneurship in the
handloom sector. She said
the University seeks to
inspire students to develop
technology-driven solutions,
ethical business models and
sustainable enterprises that
empower weavers and
preserve traditional
craftsmanship.A key
attraction was an interactive
session titled "Craft to
Commerce – Innovation,
Entrepreneurship & Building
Sustainable Creative
Enterprises". Students

Clusters (FMC).The
programme featured
internationally acclaimed
fashion entrepreneur and
designer Robert Naorem
from Manipur; Shri
Jayanta Dev Sharma,
former Deputy Director,
Handloom & Textiles,
Government of Assam;
Anoushka Das, Founder
of Studio Anurupa Private
Limited and Anushka
Annasuya; and Barsha,
Founder of Ezaar
Collective, who shared
their experiences on
building successful
creative enterprises
rooted in indigenous
crafts.Addressing the
gathering, Dr. Sriparna
Bhuyan Baruah, Director,

The Assam Rising,
Guwahati, August 8 : The
Assam Royal Global
University (RGU) on Friday
celebrated National Handloom
Day 2026 with an Industry–
Academia Connect
programme that brought
together leading fashion
entrepreneurs, designers,
handloom experts, artisans and
students to explore the future
of sustainable fashion,
entrepreneurship and India's
rich textile heritage.The
programme was organised by
the Royal School of Fashion
Design and Technology
(RSFT) in collaboration with
the Institution's Innovation
Council and Entrepreneurship
Cell (IIC-EC), with support from
the Foundation for MSME

experts and
artisans.Traditional artisans
from Pairanga, Boko,
demonstrated Eri silk
weaving and natural dyeing,
while artists from Majuli
showcased the intricate art
of Assamese manuscript
painting, giving students
first-hand exposure to some
of Assam's finest indigenous
craft traditions.An exhibition
of Eri silk products
developed by weavers from
Pairanga under the Cisco
CSR Project drew
considerable attention,
allowing participants to
interact directly with the
artisans and appreciate
the craftsmanship behind
the products.The
programme also explored
future collaboration
between FMC and RGU's
Innovation Council and
Entrepreneurship Cell
through student
internships, live industry
projects, innovation
challenges, design
collaborations and field
immersion programmes.

into the interior of the
building,  an occurrence that
left staff and guests alike
stunned.       The strike
damaged 12 ceiling fans and
a generator, besides other
electrical equipment, on the
hotel premises. Several
other business
establishments located
near the hotel also
reported damage to their
electrical appliances as a
result of the lightning
strike. No other injuries
were reported in the
incident.

located on the first floor of
Hotel Park, was struck by
lightning, which shattered
the concrete structure and
sent sparks flying into the
room. The guest present in
the room at the time escaped
unhurt.      Hotel sources
said that adequate
l ightn ing-pro tec t ion
measures were in place at
the establishment.
However, the intensity of
Thursday night's lightning
strike split open a concrete
pillar of the hotel's boundary
wall, with sparks spreading

The Assam Rising,
Tezpur, August 8: A guest
staying at a hotel here had
a narrow escape after
lightning struck the
building late on Thursday
night, even as several
business establishments in
the vicinity suffered damage
to electrical appliances and
equipment in the incident.
The lightning strike
occurred around midnight,
amid heavy rainfall, in the
heart of Tezpur town.
According to sources, the
outer wall of Room No. 101,

Lightning strikes hotel in
Tezpur; guest escapes unhurt

addiction.The session included
interactive discussions that
encouraged students to reflect on
the dangers of drug use and the
importance of making responsible
life choices. Organisers aimed to
create a supportive environment
where students could openly
engage with the issue and
understand its broader social
implications.At the conclusion of
the programme, all participating
students took a collective pledge
to stay away from drugs and other
harmful substances. They also
committed to spreading awareness
among their peers and contributing
to the creation of an addiction-free
environment within their schools
and communities. Organisers
stated that the initiative is intended
to connect local educational
institutions with the broader
national movement against
substance abuse, while
empowering students to become
ambassadors of positive change
and responsible citizenship.

SPANDAN. These initiatives
focus on educating communities,
especially adolescents, about the
risks and long-term
consequences of substance
abuse. According to Academic
In-Charge Biswajit Sarkar,
students from Classes 6 to 12
attended the session, which
emphasised the importance of
awareness, discipline and
collective responsibility in
preventing addiction. Speakers
at the event highlighted how
substance abuse can negatively
impact physical health, mental
well-being and academic
performance. Subject teacher
Purnima Saikia addressed the
gathering, stressing the vital role
that educational institutions and
spiritual organisations play in
guiding young minds. She
underlined the need for early
intervention, awareness
programmes and community
support systems to protect
students from falling into

The Assam Rising,  Dhubri,
August 8: An anti-drug awareness
session was organised at PM Shri
Dhubri Government Girls’ Higher
Secondary School on August 7,
where around 700 students pledged
to lead an addiction-free life. The
initiative was conducted by the
Dhubri unit of Prajapita Brahma
Kumaris Ishwariya Vishwa
Vidyalaya as part of a nationwide
campaign aimed at discouraging
substance abuse among young
people.The programme formed part
of the “10-Crore Addiction-Free
Pledge Mega Campaign,” being held
across the country from August 6 to
August 20, 2026. The campaign
involves participation from more
than 5,500 branches of the
organisation and seeks to inspire
youth to stay away from harmful
substances and adopt healthier
lifestyles.The awareness drive is
being carried out in collaboration with
the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment under the Nasha
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan and Mission

Dhubri School Hosts Anti-Drug
Awareness Drive, 700 Students Take

Pledge for Addiction-Free Life

approach to managing e-rickshaw
movement to ensure smoother
traffic flow and reduce
congestion in key areas.In
addition, the meeting reviewed
safety measures for customers of
bars and hotels operating 24x7.
These establishments were
instructed to strictly comply
with existing guidelines mandating
pick-up and drop-off facilities for
patrons. The Excise Department
and the District Transport
Officer (Enforcement) were
directed to maintain constant
vigilance and ensure that these
measures are properly
implemented.The committee
underscored the importance of
coordination among various
government departments and
stressed the need for practical,
timely interventions to address
road safety challenges. The
directives are expected to enhance
commuter safety and bring
greater discipline to traffic
management in Guwahati.

from multiple departments
such as Public Works, Health,
and Excise.At the outset, the
District Commissioner
reviewed the progress of
decisions made during
previous meetings, with
particular emphasis on
strengthening road safety
across the city. One of the
major concerns discussed was
the frequent skidding of two-
wheelers on the Maharaja
Prithu Flyover, especially
during the rainy season. Taking
note of the issue, Paul directed
the concerned sub-committee
to conduct regular inspections
of all flyovers and ensure
timely maintenance to
prevent accidents.The
committee also deliberated
extensively on the growing
number of e-rickshaws in the
city and the need for better
regulation. Officials were
instructed to adopt a more
structured and rational

The Assam Rising,
Guwahati , August 8: The Kamrup
Metropolitan District Road Safety
Committee has issued a series of
directives aimed at improving road
safety and traffic management in
Guwahati, with a focus on flyover
inspections, e-rickshaw regulation,
and enhanced passenger safety
measures for round-the-clock
establishments.The decisions were
taken during a committee meeting
held at the conference hall of the
District Commissioner’s Office
under the chairmanship of District
Commissioner Swapnil Paul. The
meeting was attended by key
officials, including District
Development Commissioner
Manjit Barkakati, Additional
District Commissioner Raja
Baishya, Member Secretary
Abhijit Choudhury, ADCP
Traffic-2 Mrinmoy Goswami,
Regional Transport Authority
Secretary Tamsin Aftab, District
Transport Officer Himanshu
Kumar Das, and representatives

Kamrup Metro Orders Flyover Safety
Checks, Tightens E-Rickshaw Rules
Amid Rising Road Safety Concerns


