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Biswajeet Banerjee 
PRAYAGRAJ 

With the controversy over 
the venue resolved, the Con-
gress on Thursday intensified 
preparations for Leader of 
Opposition Rahul Gandhi's 
'Chhatron Ki Goonj' pro-
gramme in Prayagraj, claim-
ing that nearly two lakh 
students have registered for 
the event and over one lakh 
are expected to attend the in-
teraction at KP Ground on 
August 8. The party said stu-
dents and youth from neigh-
bouring districts are also 
expected to participate in 
large numbers, while prep-
arations at the venue are in 
full swing.  

The Congress has mobi-
lised its organisational net-
work across Prayagraj and 
adjoining districts for the 
event. The party's OBC De-
partment held a meeting to 
coordinate the movement of 

students to the venue. 
The meeting was at-
tended by Con-
gress OBC 
Department na-
tional chairman Dr 
Anil Yadav, Uttar 
Pradesh in-charge 
Rajendra Pal Gautam 
and state OBC Department 
president Manoj Yadav, who 
reviewed mobilisation plans. 

Rahul Gandhi is scheduled 
to interact with students, re-
search scholars and univer-
sity youth during the 
programme. The Congress 
said the discussion would 
focus on issues such as exam-
ination paper leaks, recruit-
ment delays, unemployment 

and contractual and 
outsourcing-based 

e m p l o y m e n t , 
which it claimed 
have deeply af-
fected the younger 

generation. 
The event was 

thrown into uncer-
tainty a day earlier after the 
Kayastha Pathshala (KP) 
Trust withdrew permission 
for the use of the KP College 
ground despite having ear-
lier accepted the booking 
and a fee of Rs 51,000. The 
trust cited a 2025 Allahabad 
High Court order restricting 
the ground to educational 
and sports activities, along 
with waterlogging following 

recent rains, as reasons for 
cancelling the booking. 

The Congress strongly pro-
tested the decision, alleging 
that the BJP government was 
attempting to prevent Rahul 
Gandhi from interacting with 
students. The party main-
tained that the programme 
would be held regardless of 
the cancellation, while Rahul 
Gandhi accused the govern-
ment of trying to suppress the 
voice of students and youth. 

Following discussions be-
tween the district adminis-
tration, the venue 
management and Congress 
leaders, permission was re-
stored on Thursday, allowing 
the programme to proceed 
as scheduled. 

The BJP rejected the Con-
gress allegations, maintaining 
that the issue was related to 
the venue provider's decision 
and administrative consider-
ations rather than political in-
terference.  

Vijay’s wife 
Sankgeetha 
withdraws  
divorce petition  
PTI 
CHENNAI 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
C Joseph Vijay's wife Sank-
geetha on Friday withdrew 
her petition filed before a 
family court at Chengel-
pattu near here seeking di-
vorce. 

When the divorce plea 
came up for hearing, the 
counsel for Sankgeetha filed 
a withdrawal petition. 

Sankgeetha appeared be-
fore the court through 
video-conferencing, and 
confirmed that she does not 
wish to proceed further and 
wanted her withdrawal 
petition to be allowed. 

The court recorded her 
submission and the counsel 
for respondent did not 
make any objection. 

The court disposed of the 
matter by allowing Sank-
geetha's petition. 

The court also gave her 
the liberty to file a plea 
afresh in the future if 
required. 

In her divorce petition 
filed last year before a 
family court, Sankgeetha 
had accused her husband of 
having an extra-marital re-
lationship with an actress. 

She had alleged that he 
had subjected her to "per-
sistent mental cruelty, ne-
glect and desertion". 

If required, she had said 
she would implead the ac-
tress as second respondent. 

Dheeraj Kumar 
PATNA 

Apparently apprehensive after 
Jan Suraaj Party founder Pra-
shant Kishor's victory in the 
Bankipur by-poll, Bihar health 
minister Nishant Kumar on 
Friday asked JD(U)'s youth 
workers to reach out to Gen Z 
voters and make them aware 
of former chief minister Nitish 
Kumar's development initiat-
ives over the past two decades. 

It is widely believed that Ki-
shor succeeded in garnering 
support from a significant sec-
tion of young voters in the re-
cently held Bankipur by-poll, 
which he won by defeating the 
BJP candidate by an impres-
sive margin. Political ob-
servers claimed that the Gen Z 
protest at Jantar Mantar in 

New Delhi against the NEET 
paper leak had influenced the 
youth's voting pattern. 

Addressing a meeting of 
party youth workers, Ni-
shant, son of Nitish, said 
many voters in the 20-25 age 
group were too young to re-
member how bad the situ-
ation was in Bihar before 
2005. He asserted that young 
people should be informed 
about the changes brought 
about during his father's ten-
ure as chief minister. 

Speaking to reporters 
after the meeting, Nishant 
said the younger generation 
was unaware of the state's 
condition before 2005, when 
Bihar grappled with poor 
law and order, inadequate 
healthcare and education, 
weak infrastructure, and fre-

quent social unrest. 
He claimed that Nitish es-

tablished the rule of law after 
assuming office and carried 
out significant development in 
education, healthcare and 
other sectors while imple-
menting welfare measures for 
backward classes, extremely 
backward classes, Dalits and 
minorities. He said party 
workers had been asked to 
take the JD(U)'s governance 
record of the past 20 years to 
the people, with a special focus 
on first-time and young voters. 

"Today's youth should know 
what Bihar was like before 
2005, what my father did after 
coming to power, and how the 
state progressed. Our workers 
should reach out to Gen Z and 
connect them with the party 
and the NDA alliance," he said.

Biswajeet Banerjee 
LUCKNOW 

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has decided to formu-
late a comprehensive youth 
policy aimed at addressing 
the aspirations and needs of 
young people in the 16 to 35 
age group. The move comes 
as the government seeks to 
strengthen engagement with 
the state's youth by designing 
policies aligned with their ex-
pectations in education, em-
ployment, entrepreneurship 
and personal development. 

Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath chaired a meeting with 
senior officials from the Youth 
Welfare Department and 
other departments to discuss 
the proposed integrated 
youth policy. He directed offi-
cials to establish an indepen-
dent State Youth Commission 
comprising experts to moni-
tor, evaluate and review pro-
grammes related to youth 
development before the pol-
icy is finalised. 

The proposed commission 
will regularly assess the im-
plementation of youth-cen-
tric schemes and provide 
recommendations to the gov-
ernment. The Chief Minister 
also instructed all depart-
ments to ensure that every eli-

gible young person receives 
the benefits of government 
welfare and development 
programmes. 

Officials said the new pol-
icy will cover students, sport-
spersons, research scholars, 
startup entrepreneurs and 
young professionals. It will 
focus on preparing youth for 
future opportunities while 
promoting their overall devel-
opment. 

The Chief Minister directed 
that the policy should include 
provisions related to educa-
tion and skill development, 
entrepreneurship, employ-
ment, innovation, digital em-
powerment, healthcare, 
sports, leadership devel-
opment, culture and heritage. 
He said the policy should con-
tribute to the holistic person-
ality development of young 
people. 

Yogi also emphasised 
strengthening skill devel-
opment programmes based 
on emerging technologies. He 
asked officials to promote 
training in artificial intelli-
gence, robotics, cyber secur-
ity, drone technology, 
semiconductors and other 
high-growth sectors to pre-
pare the state's youth for fu-
ture employment 
opportunities. 

PTI 
MUMBAI 

Political strategist-turned-
politician Prashant Kishor, 
who recently secured a land-
mark victory in the Bankipur 
assembly bypoll in Patna, dis-
cussed ways to strengthen the 
organisation of Maharashtra's 
ruling NCP with party presi-
dent and Deputy Chief Min-
ister Sunetra Pawar, a party 
functionary said. 

Kishor, who heads the Jan 
Suraaj Party, held a meeting 
with Pawar at her official resi-
dence 'Devgiri' in south Mum-
bai on Thursday. 

Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) spokesperson Suraj 
Chavan said Kishor, who is ad-
vising the party on organisa-
tional rebuilding, said Sunetra 
Pawar, her MP son Parth 
Pawar and senior leaders at-
tended the meeting. 

"It was an internal meeting 
to discuss how to strengthen 

the party and ensure devel-
opment programmes of the 
government reach the grass-
roots," he said. 

Chavan rejected specula-
tion that Kishor expressed 
displeasure over the style of 
functioning of NCP state 
president Sunil Tatkare and 
sought his removal. 

When asked about it, state 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) Minister Narhari Zirwal, 
who belongs to the NCP, said, 
"There is nothing like that..." 
This is the second time that Ki-
shor, who had scripted poll vic-
tories for leaders from 
Narendra Modi and Mamata 
Banerjee to Arvind Kejriwal, 
has met Sunetra Pawar since 
the death of her husband and 
the then deputy CM Ajit Pawar 
in a plane crash in Baramati in 
January this year. 

Following their first meeting 
a few months ago, Parth Pawar 
had said that Kishor was 
known to his family. 

Prashant Kishor 
meets Sunetra Pawar 
Discusses ways to strengthen NCP 

With Punjab 
polls around 
corner, Akali 
Dal chief Badal 
calls on PM   

 
IANS 
CHANDIGARH 

With Punjab elections 
around the corner, Shi-
romani Akali Dal (SAD) 
President Sukhbir Singh 
Badal on Friday called on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in New Delhi over law 
and order situation in the 
state.  

Speculations are rife over 
a pre-poll alliance between 
both parties, once a two-
decade-old coalition 
partner. 

An Akali leader said dis-
cussion between PM Modi 
and Badal was centered 
around Punjab with Badal 
raising law and order situ-
ation. 

"Even PM heard all our 
concerns," remarked a sen-
ior Akali leader. 

Cong steps up preparations for Rahul’s 
‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ after venue row ends

‘Beginning of a broader movement’ 

Congress leaders described the programme as 
the beginning of a broader movement against al-
leged irregularities in competitive examinations, 

rising unemployment and the increasing contractualisa-
tion of government jobs. 

UP to draft new youth 
policy, set up independent 
Youth Commission

Nishant asks JD(U) youth workers 
to reach out to Gen Z voters

HC grants parole to Atiq’s jailed sons 
for their younger brother's burial
PTI 
PRAYAGRAJ (UP) 

The Allahabad High Court on 
Friday granted parole to slain 
gangster-turned-politician 
Atiq Ahmad's jailed sons Ali 
and Umar to enable them to 
attend the burial of their 
younger brother Aban 
Ahmad, who was killed in a 
road accident. 

The body of Aban Ahmad 
(21), who was killed along 
with his friend Sonu, 25, when 
their SUV crashed into a road 

divider in Uttar Pradesh's 
Jhansi district on Thursday, 

was brought to Prayagraj this 
morning. 

Recruitment 
exam cheating 
racket busted; 
firefighter 
among 7 held 

 
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

A firefighter deployed with 
the Chandigarh Fire Depart-
ment was allegedly kingpin 
of an interstate racket that 
enabled candidates to cheat 
in government recruitment 
examinations using con-
cealed nano earbuds, blue-
tooth devices and 
customised mobile phones, 
Delhi Police said on Friday. 

The cheating racket em-
ployed a highly sophisticated, 
technology-driven modus op-
erandi that allowed candi-
dates to receive answers, 
generated using artificial in-
telligence (AI) tools such as 
ChatGPT, in real time during 
government recruitment 
examinations, police said. 

"The syndicate charged as-
pirants up to Rs 12 lakh and 
supplied specially modified 
electronic gadgets that 
allowed candidates inside 
examination halls to secretly 
receive answers transmitted 
from outside," police in a 
statement said. 

Police have arrested seven 
persons in this connection in-
cluding the alleged master-
mind, and further 
investigation is underway, 
they said The racket came to 
light after the Central Sanskrit 
University lodged a complaint 
on July 26 alleging use of un-
fair means during a Lower 
Division Clerk (LDC) recruit-
ment examination held at a 
Kendriya Vidyalaya in Delhi's 
Janakpuri. 

BJD, BJP exchange words over 'move' to 
set up a nuclear power plant in Odisha
PTI 
BHUBANESWAR 

The ruling BJP and opposi-
tion BJD on Friday had a 
heated exchange of words 
over the Odisha govern-
ment's alleged move to es-
tablish a nuclear power plant 
in the state. 

The issue was first raised 

by the BJD two days ago after 
representatives of a corporate 
house met Odisha Deputy 
Chief Minister K V Singh Deo, 
who is also in-charge of the 

Energy department. Though 
the company officials had a 
discussion with the DyCM, 
the officials are yet to reveal 
details of the discussion. 


