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PRAYAGRAJ: The Allahabad
high court has ordered the
father of two adult sisters and
the Uttar Pradesh government
to jointly pay Rs 25 lakh com-
pensation after holding that the
women were illegally confined
at their parental home follow-
ing their decision to convert
from Hinduism to Islam. 

The court said that both sis-
ters are free to reside at any
place and with any person of
their own choice, without any
interference from their father
or any other person.

The court further directed
the women’s father to hand
over the passport, educational
certificates, identity docu-
ments, bank passbooks, cheque
books, conversion-related doc-
uments and personal belong-
ings to both women within
seven days.

However, the court clarified
that the investigation into an
FIR registered by the sisters’
father regarding forcible con-
version of both women would
proceed strictly in accordance
with the law and remain unin-
fluenced by its observations in
the present proceedings.

Justice Sandeep Jain passed
the order while allowing a
habeas corpus petition con-
cerning Diya Bhatia alias Zoya
Diya Bhatia (20) and Anshu
Bhatia alias Amina Anshu Bha-
tia (35).

The order was passed after
the two women told the high
court that they had voluntarily
embraced Islam — Anshu in
2020 and Diya in 2021 — out of
their own faith, conscience,
mental peace and spiritual sol-
ace.

They alleged that their father
subsequently confined them in
the parental home against their
wishes because of their deci-
sion to change their faith.

After interacting with both
women, the court recorded that
their responses were “sponta-
neous, coherent and unequivo-
cal” and that nothing emerged
to indicate that either was act-
ing under coercion, fear,
inducement or undue influ-
ence.

The court observed, “Once
an individual attains majority,
the Constitution recognises her
autonomy to take decisions
relating to faith, belief, resi-
dence, association and every
other facet of personal liberty,
subject only to restrictions
sanctioned by law.”

Counsel for the state govern-
ment opposed the habeas cor-
pus petition while relying on an
FIR lodged by the father of the
women alleging forcible and
deceitful conversion from Hin-
duism to Islam. 

It was argued by the state
government counsel that the
alleged conversion formed part

of a larger organised conspir-
acy having ramifications for
the “sovereignty, integrity and
unity of the nation”, and that
releasing the women could
prejudice the ongoing investi-
gation.

The high court, however,
found that the question of
whether the conversion com-
plied with the 2021 Act could
not justify their continued con-
finement. 

Justice Jain observed that
upon attaining majority, paren-
tal authority has to yield to con-
stitutional liberty and individ-
ual autonomy. 

“Any restraint upon the
movement or liberty of such
person, except lawful author-
ity, would constitute illegal
confinement and amount to a
direct infringement of the fun-
damental rights guaranteed by
the Constitution,” the court
remarked.

In its order dated August 6,
the court also found fault with
the State machinery for failing
to protect the women’s liberty.
The court remarked that the
State, instead of securing their
release, had permitted the ille-
gal detention to continue under
the cover of the criminal pro-
ceedings and had, through its
acts of omission and commis-
sion, “lent tacit support to the
continued deprivation of the
fundamental rights” of the
women.

The court remarked: “The
Constitution does not confer
upon parents a licence to incar-
cerate their major children
merely because they disap-
prove of their faith, beliefs or
personal choices. The Constitu-
tional rights cannot be eclipsed
by parental authority, social
morality or majoritarian senti-
ment.”

“Equally disturbing is the
conduct of the State and its
instrumentalities. The State,
which bears the highest consti-
tutional obligation as the senti-
nel and protector of the life and
liberty of every citizen, instead
of securing the release of the
corpus from their unlawful
confinement, permitted the
continuation of such illegal
detention under the ostensible
cover of the criminal proceed-
ings initiated pursuant to Case
Crime No. 228 of 2025. The
record unmistakably reveals
that the State machinery failed
to discharge its constitutional
obligations and, by its acts of
omission and commission, lent
tacit support to the continued
deprivation of the fundamental
rights of the corpus. Such exec-
utive inaction and constitu-
tional indifference cannot
receive judicial               appro-
bation and renders the State
equally accountable in public
law for the violation of the fun-
damental rights guaranteed to
the corpus,” the high court
said.
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PRAYAGRAJ:  The Allahabad
high court has held that a son
adopted by a widow after her
husband’s death is deemed to
be the adopted son of the
deceased husband as well and
is entitled to inherit his share
in the property.

Justice Chandra Kumar Rai
dismissed a petition filed in
1983 by Prayagraj resident
Ram Kripal, challenging a con-
solidation authority’s order
recognising Ramji as the
adopted son of Moti Rani and
her deceased husband Murlid-

har.
Murlidhar had died issueless

and his share in the property
devolved on his widow. Ramji
claimed that Moti Rani had
adopted him through a deed
dated August 2, 1960, making
him entitled to Murlidhar’s

share. The court, in its July 30
judgment, relied on the
Supreme Court’s ruling in
Sawan Ram vs Kalawanti and
another judgment in the Sub-
hash Misir case. It held that an
adopted son of a widow is
deemed to be the son of her
deceased husband and, on the
widow’s death, inherits the
husband’s property as his heir.

“Considering the ratio of law
laid down by the Apex Court
and this Court, there is no ille-
gality” in the consolidation
authorities’ decision recognis-
ing Ramji as the adopted son of
Moti Rani and Murlidhar, the
court said.
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PRAYAGRAJ:  The Allahabad
high court  on Monday
stayed the arrest of Ghazipur
Member of Parliament Afzal
Ansari in three FIRs registered
by     Ghazipur police over
alleged irregularities in
the purchase and sale of fire-
arms on      his licence, which
allegedly went missing.

Al l  three  FIRs  were
registered at Kotwali police sta-
tion after police allegedly found
missing official records,
irregularities in weapon
transactions and an untracea-
ble rifle purchased on Ansari’s
licence.

A bench of Justices Sid-
dharth Varma and Achal Sach-
dev granted the government
time to respond and stayed
Ansari’s arrest.

 It clubbed the three peti-
tions and directed that they be
listed after three weeks.

Police have alleged that offi-
cial records were deliberately
removed in collusion with
arms clerks. 

\The FIRs name Ansari,
former arms clerk Gauris-
hankar Lal and another
clerk, Sugriv Tiwari, and
invoke  charges of cheating,
forgery, criminal conspiracy
and     relevant provisions of the
Arms Act.

According to the petitioner’s
counsel, FIRs for missing
official documents relating to
the years  1983 to 1987
w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d  i n
July      2026, which is highly
belated.
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VARANASI/PRAYAGRAJ::  Shiva
temples in Varanasi and Prayag-
raj witnessed large crowds on
the second Monday of Sawan,
with devotees arriving from
Sunday night to offer Jalab-
hishek and prayers amid chants
of ‘Har Har Mahadev’.

In Varanasi, large crowds
thronged the Kashi Vishwanath
Temple and other major Shiva
shrines. 

Baba Vishwanath                was
adorned in the special Gauri-
Shankar (Shankar-Parvati)
form. Officials showered flower
petals on devotees walking
towards the shrine.

Kashi Vishwanath Temple
Trust CEO Vishwa Bhushan
Mishra said zigzag barricading
had been extended across a
larger area of the temple
complex to reduce queues on
roads. Additional shelters, air
coolers, RO drinking water, 

ORS and other facilities were
provided, while three medical
aid centres and free ambulances
were deployed.

Large crowds were also
reported at temples of Mritun-
jay Mahadev, Gauri Kedaresh-
war, Tilbhandeshwar, Shool-
tankeshwar, Markandey Maha-
dev, Sarangnath Mahadev and
the Vishwanath temple at BHU.

Police divided the city into
five zones and 15 sectors for
crowd and security manage-
ment. 

Fire tenders, QRTs, lost-and-
found centres, medical facilities,
ambulances and designated

parking areas were also
arranged.

District magistrate Satyendra
Kumar inspected arrangements
at the Kashi Vishwanath temple
and interacted with Kanwariyas
and reviewed facilities. 

He also monitored security
through CCTV from the control
room.

In Prayagraj, thousands of
devotees visited the Mank-
ameshwar Mahadev temple on
the Yamuna banks, with queues
stretching nearly a kilometre.
Jalabhishek and other rituals
began around 4 am after the
temple opened in the early
hours.

A special Shringar of Lord
Shiva was held on Sunday even-
ing, followed by an offering of
Chhappan Bhog comprising 56
varieties of delicacies.

 Temple Mahant Brahma-
chari Shridharanand Maharaj
said the shrine, referred to as
Kameshwar in religious texts, is
traditionally associated with
Lord Ram, who is believed to
have performed Jalabhishek
there during his exile.

The administration deployed
additional police personnel and
installed barricades and CCTV
cameras. 

Separate queues were
arranged for men and women,
with a dedicated exit route for
women devotees.

The traditional horse cart
race, or Gehrebazi, was also
held on Arail Road on Monday
evening, with nearly a dozen
participants. The race is held
every Monday during Sawan in
Prayagraj.

Devotion runs deep as Sawan 
Monday draws thousands

People gather to 
offer prayers to 
Lord Shiva at Kashi 
Vishwanath temple 
on the second 
Monday of the 
month of ‘Sawan’, in 
Varanasi.                       PTI

The traditional
horse cart race 
(Gehrebazi) 
underway on Arail 
Road in Prayagraj 
on Monday evening. 
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PRAYAGRAJ : The legal metrology
department imposed penalties
totalling Rs 19.73 lakh on 383
traders across Prayagraj division
for violations involving weights,
measures and    packaged com-
modities during inspection
drives between April and July.

Prayagraj recorded the high-
est penalties at Rs 11.70 lakh
from 178 traders, followed by
Fatehpur (Rs 4.08 lakh from 76),

Pratapgarh (Rs 2.30 lakh from
73) and Kaushambi (Rs 1.65 lakh
from 56).Assistant controller
Arvind Kumar Yadav said
inspection drives were con-
ducted in Prayagraj, Kaushambi,

Fatehpur and Pratapgarh
between April and July this year.

During the period, officials
detected irregularities at 383
establishments.

“The most common violations

involved sweets being sold below
the declared weight. Similar dis-
crepancies were found at baker-
ies, grain stores and grocery out-
lets. In some instances, LPG cyl-
inders were also found
containing less gas than the
quantity specified,” Yadav said.

Officials also checked weigh-
ing instruments and packaged
commodities for mandatory dec-
larations such as maximum
retail price (MRP). Proceedings
remain pending in 115 cases,
while inspectors have been
directed to continue regular
inspections and raids.
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383 traders fined ₹19.73L for weights violations
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