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Crop loss report will be submitted to govt soon:  Lad
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hubballi

WHILE farmers in Dharwad 
district are facing severe hard-
ship due to erratic rainfall, 
with crop losses reported 
across several areas, District 
Minister Santosh Lad visited 
some fields of  Kundgol and An-
nigeri taluks on Thursday. Al-
though some regions received 
rain, it was insufficient to en-
sure healthy crop growth, cre-
ating a difficult situation for 
cultivators.

Speaking to reporters after 
inspecting affected areas, Lad 
said the district administration 
has been conducting field visits 
across all taluks in accordance 
with the directions of  Chief  
Minister D K Shivakumar. He 
said nearly 96 per cent of the 
sowing has been completed in 
Dharwad district, covering 

more than 2.8 lakh hectares, 
and the outcome is likely to be 
impacted due to a drought-like 
situation. According to the 
minister, green gram accounts 
for the largest cultivated area 
at over 45,000 hectares, followed 
by maize, soybean, cotton and 
black gram. However, many 
crops, including green gram, 
onion and cotton, have suffered 
damage due to adverse weather 

conditions. Green gram, being 
an early-season crop, was sown 
before June, making it particu-
larly vulnerable to the prevail-
ing conditions. The minister 
said a detailed report on crop 
damage would be submitted to 
the chief  minister and the state 
government would forward it 
to the Union government. 
Based on directions from the 
state government, further ac-

tion would be taken at the dis-
trict level. Stating that crop in-
surance companies would soon 
begin field surveys, he said the 
district administration would 
work closely with insurance of-
ficials to ensure that farmers 
receive the maximum possible 
benefits. Addressing concerns 
over crop insurance compa-
nies, the minister acknowl-
edged complaints regarding 
delays and disputes in claim 
settlements. He said many as-
pects of  the insurance process, 
including survey selection and 
verification, are governed by 
online systems and are beyond 
the direct control of  the state 
government. Nevertheless, he 
assured that the administra-
tion would make every sincere 
effort to secure the maximum 
possible relief  for affected 
farmers. 

Responding to the BJP’s de-

mand for immediate financial 
assistance of  Rs 50,000 per hec-
tare to farmers before the win-
ter session, the minister ac-
cused the opposition of  lacking 
credibility on farmers’ issues. 
He alleged that previous BJP 
governments had failed to ade-
quately support farmers de-
spite being in power at both the 
state and Centre. 

On the demand for compen-
sation of  at least Rs 25,000 per 
hectare, the minister said it 
was a genuine demand raised 
by farmers and farmer leaders. 
He said that the government 
would seriously consider their 
concerns, while the final deci-
sion on compensation would 
rest with the state government. 
Lad assured that the state gov-
ernment would prepare a fair 
ground-level assessment report 
and submit it to the govern-
ment for appropriate action. 

Minister Santosh Lad reaches out to a farmer during his visit  to an agri  field in 
Dharwad district on Thursday |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D
4-year-old among 3 persons killed in road accident 
BELAGAVI :Three persons, including a four-year-old girl, were killed and 
another child sustained serious injuries in a tragic road accident near Konnur 
village in Gokak taluk on Thursday.The deceased have been identified as 
Saif Mulla (29), his four-year-old daughter Sija Mulla, and their friend 
Imtiyaz Badagaon (35). The injured child, Jihan Shahrukh Kudachikar (4), 
was rushed to a private hospital and is undergoing treatment. According to 
preliminary information, the accident occurred when a KSRTC bus travelling 
from Hidkal towards Gokak collided head-on with a motorcycle that was 
returning to Konnur after picking up a child from Forbes School. The impact 
of the collision was severe, killing Saif Mulla, his daughter, and Imtiyaz 
Badagaon on the spot. The injured child was rescued by local residents and 
shifted to hospital for emergency treatment. ENS

RCU VC inaugurates Gymkhana and Students’ 
Association activities for academic year-2026-27
Belagavi: The Gymkhana and Students’ Association activities for the 
academic year 2026–27 at KLE Society’s Raja Lakhamagouda Science 
Institute (Autonomous), Belagavi, were inaugurated with enthusiasm at 
the Sir C. V. Raman Auditorium on Thursday.Prof. C. M. Thyagaraja, Vice-
Chancellor of Kittur Rani Channamma University, Belagavi, inaugurated 
the programme as the chief guest. Lingouda V. Desai, Chairman of the 
Local Governing Body, RLSI, presided over the function.Addressing the 
gathering, Prof. Thyagaraja stressed that higher education should go 
beyond academic achievement and focus on developing leadership, 
communication skills, innovation, values and social responsibility. ENS

Simmering anger has erupted among Malnad farmers over the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change’s draft notification identifying 137 villages in Malnad taluks of the district as Eco-sensitive Zones 
(ESZ).Noted writer and social activist Kalkuli Vittal Hegde strongly criticised the Centre, stating that the 
notification would render Malnad farmers, who deeply cherish their soil and cultural heritage, as ‘victims’.

IF YOU’RE GOING THROUGH HELL, KEEP  
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL


