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Amid vociferous protests
by the Opposition Left De-
mocratic Front (LDF) and
the United Democratic
Front (UDF), a council
meeting of the Thiruva-
nanthapuram city Corpo-
ration on Friday granted
six months of leave to Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP)
councillor R. Sugathan,
who was arrested under
the Kerala Anti-Social Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act
(KAAPA) and currently
lodged at the high-security
correctional facility at Viy-
yur Central Prison in
Thrissur.

The leave application
submitted through the Su-
perintendent of the Viyyur
Central Jail was put to vote
and passed with 51 votes in
the 101-member council.
The number was achieved
with the help of Indepen-
dent councillor Sudheesh
Kumar of the Poundkada-
vu ward as well as Mayor
V.V. Rajesh’s casting vote.

The Mayor said that the
protesting UDF councillors
should honour a letter
from the UDF govern-
ment’s Home department
on July 20, 2026 in res-
ponse to Mr. Sugathan’s re-
quest for an escort parole
to take part in the council
meeting. Although the
Home department reject-
ed the application, it sug-
gested that he could ap-
proach the Corporation
council through the Jail Su-
perintendent. If the appli-
cation is passed in the
council through voting, his
councillor post will be
“safe,” as per the letter
read out by the Mayor.

Even as the Mayor o�-
cially declared the granting
of leave, the LDF and UDF
councillors trooped out to
the well holding placards

and raising slogans. Just
before the Mayor read out
the leave application, he
called out an architect,
who made a presentation
on the proposed new
building for the Corpora-
tion. Three �oors of the
proposed building with a
design similar to a shop-
ping mall are meant for
commercial purposes.

Following the presenta-
tion, BJP councillor V.G. Gi-
rikumar made a statement
welcoming the move amid
loud claps by the BJP coun-
cillors. Although LDF Par-
liamentary Party leader
S.P. Deepak rose to speak
about the building propo-
sal, the Mayor disallowed
his request and asked the
microphone operators to
cut Mr. Deepak’s
microphone.

The Mayor remained
adamant on the stand that
Mr. Sugathan’s leave appli-
cation be discussed �rst.

Both the LDF and UDF,
which are planning to le-
gally challenge the Mayor’s
move to grant leave to Mr.
Sugathan, �led formal
complaints to the Corpora-
tion Secretary. Congress
councillor K.S. Sabarinad-
han questioned the Mayor

on the particular clauses of
the Kerala Municipality Act
under which the leave was
granted. He said that Sec-
tion 91 K of the Act does
not specify a voting pro-
cess to grant leave. The
section related to granting
leave was misinterpreted
to bene�t Mr. Sugathan, he
alleged. Mr. Deepak said
that the Mayor and the BJP
are sending out a message
that they will destroy all
democratic values to pro-
tect a hardened criminal.
“The stances taken by the
Mayor in the council meet-
ing today are undemocrat-
ic, illegal and unilateral.
There is no provision in the
municipality Act to grant
special leave or exemption
to a councillor who is un-
der detention. The ₹300-
crore new o�ce building
project reveals the anti-pe-
ople approach of the BJP
administration,” he said.

Meanwhile, Mr. Sud-
heesh Kumar, a Congress
rebel, said that his support
was for Mr. Sugathan and
not the BJP. When asked
whether he will support
the BJP in the future meet-
ings, he said he will stand
with them if they did good
work.
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