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C
hief Minister V.D.
Satheesan on Fri-
day formally

launched the ‘My Police
Station’ project that aims
to transform police sta-
tions into accessible and ci-
tizen-friendly service
centres.

Speaking at the State-le-
vel launch of the initiative
on the Peroorkada police
station premises in Thiru-
vananthapuram, Mr. Sath-
eesan said the project
sought to make the police a
“friend” and a source of
support for people, while
retaining the deterrent role
of the force against crime.

The programme, he ad-
ded, should create a sense
among citizens that the
police station belonged to
them and that the police
would stand by them in
times of distress.

The Chief Minister said
the initiative was particu-
larly important at a time
when the nature of crimes
was changing rapidly, with
cybercrime, drug-related
o�ences and technology-
driven crimes posing new
challenges. 

The police force would
have to equip itself with
modern technology and in-
vestigative capabilities to
keep pace with increasing-
ly sophisticated criminals,
he said.

Courteous behaviour

Mr. Satheesan also stressed
the need for courteous be-

haviour towards people
visiting police stations. Citi-
zens approached police
stations for �ling com-
plaints, reporting crimes,
and obtaining veri�cation
and other services. Wo-
men, children and elderly
persons were among those
who frequently visit sta-
tions, and they should be
received with dignity and
compassion, he pointed
out.

Delivering the presiden-
tial address, Home Minis-
ter Ramesh Chennith-
ala said the project was
designed to transform all
484 police stations in the
State into more welcoming
and citizen-oriented
institutions.

He pointed out that pol-
ice stations should no lon-
ger be viewed as places
meant only for criminals or
people facing legal trouble.
Like village and panchayat

o�ces, they should func-
tion as public service
centres that the people
could approach for
assistance.

He also announced a se-
ries of organisational
changes aimed at making
the police force more res-
ponsive. Sub-Inspectors
would be given greater op-
erational responsibilities
by being appointed as Sta-
tion House O�cers (SHOs),
while Circle Inspectors
would take up supervisory
responsibilities over select-
ed stations. Notably, as ma-
ny as 63 police sta-
tions would have women
serving as SHOs under the
proposed changes, he said.

The Home Minister said
senior police o�cers
would also be required to
visit police stations regu-
larly and submit reports so
that shortcomings could be
identi�ed and corrective

measures introduced.
He emphasised that pol-

ice personnel should res-
pect legal safeguards and
Supreme Court directives
relating to arrests and cus-
tody. 

With CCTV cameras in-
stalled in police stations,
including lock-ups, the de-
partment must ensure that
custodial violence and
deaths did not occur, he
said.

Health Minister K. Mura-
leedharan, Thiruvanan-
thapuram Mayor V.V. Ra-
jesh, State Police Chief
Ravada A. Chandrasekhar,
Home Secretary Minhaj
Alam, and Additional Di-
rector General of Police
and ‘My Police Station’ no-
dal o�cer P. Vijayan, and
police adviser to Home Mi-
nister A. Hemachandran
were among those who
participated in the pro-
gramme.

State launches My Police
Station project to enhance
citizen-friendly services
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Chief Minister V.D. Satheesan says the project seeks to make the police a ‘friend’ and a 

source of support for people, while retaining the deterrent role of the force against crime
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An expert committee will
be formed soon to check
the structural issues and
decide on the renovation
of the Kerala State Road
Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) terminal building
in Kozhikode city, Tran-
sport Minister C.P. John
has said.

The Minister was speak-
ing after inspecting the ter-
minal on Mavoor Road on
Friday. The building is
owned by the Kerala Tran-
sport Development Fi-
nance Corporation
(KTDFC), and a related
case is pending before the
Kerala High Court.

Mr. John said the expert
committee would examine
the alleged defects in the
construction of the termi-
nal and submit a report. A
decision on the renovation
would be taken only based
on the committee’s �nd-

ings, he added.
The Minister pointed

out that transport manage-
ment committees were
functioning at all KSRTC
depots to address issues
concerning depot build-
ings and undertake neces-
sary maintenance and re-
pair works.

During his visit, Mr.

John also inspected the
portion of the roof of the
terminal’s waiting area that
had fallen o� and the leak-
age reported on the �rst
�oor. K. Jayanth, MLA, As-
sistant Transport Of-
�cer P.K. Prashobh, and
depot engineer Sumesh
Soman accompanied the
Minister.

Expert committee to check
structural issues of Kozhikode
KSRTC terminal building
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Transport Minister C.P. John inspecting the KSRTC terminal on

Mavoor Road in Kozhikode on Friday. K. RAGESH 

The death of wild boars in
Vorkady panchayat on the
Kasaragod-Dakshina Kan-
nada border has raised
concerns, with the carcass-
es of at least 10 animals re-
portedly found in di�erent
parts of the panchayat over
the past two weeks.

Locals suspect that the
actual number of deaths
could be higher, with two
more carcasses, including
that of a large female wild

boar, found on Thursday.
The carcasses were found
in areas including Poyya
and Kalla Jail.

Poyya ward member
K.M. Malathi said 10 wild
boars were found dead in
the Poyya area alone. Lo-
cals suspect that the num-
ber of deaths could be
more. Mass death of wild
boars was �rst reported in
the area 15 days ago.

Meanwhile, o�cials
from Health, Animal Hus-
bandry and Forest depart-
ments visited the area and

conducted an inspection.
Serum samples were sent
to the Regional Disease
Diagnostic Laboratory in
Kannur for detailed analy-
sis to determine the cause
of death.

The residents urged the
authorities to ensure that
the carcasses were safely
disposed of to prevent any
possible health or environ-
mental risk. Concerns
were raised by residents in
the light of the recent de-
tection of an H1N1 in�uen-
za case in Vorkady.

Death of wild boars raises
concerns in Kasaragod
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Services under the ‘Suve-
ga’ digital service centre of
the University of Calicut
(CU) will soon be available
round-the-clock through
an AI chatbot.

Till now, the centre
functioning from the Ta-
gore Nikethan complex
used to answer queries
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.
every day. According to un-
iversity sources, using AI
technology will enable the
centre to attend calls from
around the world 24/7. IT
section sta� at the universi-
ty will be roped in for the
purpose.

At present, two sta� are
engaged to attend calls bet-
ween 8 a.m. and 2 p.m., six
others are in the 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. shift, and two sta�
are there in the 2 p.m. to 8
p.m. shift. More people
will be engaged between 12
p.m. and 2 p.m. on a work-
ing arrangement basis. The
existing audio services at
the centre will be en-
hanced, the sources said.

A.T. Abdul Jabbar, Syn-
dicate standing committee
convener on exams, said
the new reform is part of
the university’s attempt to
o�er student-friendly ser-
vices.

Calicut
University’s
‘Suvega’ to
o�er 24/7
services
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SATURDAY, AUG. 15

RISE 06:16 SET 18:46

RISE 08:26 SET 20:45

SUNDAY, AUG. 16

RISE 06:16 SET 18:46

RISE 09:16 SET 21:25

MONDAY, AUG. 17

RISE 06:16 SET 18:45

RISE 10:06 SET 22:05
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