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Raipur: The Congress sta-
ged a walkout from the
Chhattisgarh assembly on
Thursday after expressing
dissatisfaction with the go-
vernment’s response on alle-
ged forged gram sabha reso-
lutions used for proposed in-
dustrial projects in Raipur
district.

Raising the issue during
Question Hour, former chief
minister Bhupesh Baghel al-
leged that gram sabha resolu-
tions in Alda and Deori-
Ghulghul villages were fabri-
cated to facilitate industrial
projects and demanded ac-
tion against those responsib-
le. He also sought cancella-
tion of  land allotted to the be-
neficiary companies.

Responding on behalf  of
the government, environ-
ment minister O P Choudha-
ry said the two companies —
Balaji Sponge and Iron Ltd
and Agrasen Steel and Power
Pvt Ltd — had not applied to
the Chhattisgarh Environ-
ment Conservation Board for
consent. Consequently, the
board had not received the
gram sabha resolutions rela-
ted to the projects.

The minister informed
the House that a three-mem-

ber committee had inquired
into allegations of  forgery in
the Alda gram sabha procee-
dings. The inquiry found that
the gram sabha had unani-
mously resolved not to issue a
no-objection certificate for
the project, while the aut-
horship of  the final two lines
entered in the proceedings
register could not be establis-
hed. Based on the inquiry re-
port, an FIR was registered
on June 22 this year at Tilda-
Neora police station under
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
against unidentified per-
sons, Choudhary said. He ad-
ded that the Centre had not
granted environmental clea-
rance to either of  the propo-
sed projects.

Baghel questioned why
the FIR had been registered
only against unknown per-

sons despite gram panchayat
records being maintained by
the secretary and sought to
know why the beneficiary
companies had not been na-
med. He also asked whether
the government would can-
cel the land allotments made
to the companies.

Choudhary said the poli-
ce investigation was under-
way and action would be ta-
ken against anyone found gu-
ilty, including public repre-
sentatives, officials or others,
in accordance with the fin-
dings.

Unsatisfied with the mi-
nister’s reply, Congress legis-
lators walked out of  the Hou-
se, alleging that the govern-
ment was shielding those re-
sponsible and failing to act
against the beneficiaries of
the alleged forgery.
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Raipur: Parents in the city
who hand over vehicle keys
to their underage children
will now face strict legal ac-
tion, including a fine of  Rs
25,000 and up to six months
in prison under the Motor
Vehicles Act.

To ensure this message
reaches both children and
their parents, city traffic po-
lice summoned principals of
around 70 schools on Wed-
nesday. Leading the initiati-
ve, deputy commissioner of
police (Traffic) Archana Jha
directed school administra-
tions to counsel parents abo-
ut the legal and financial
consequences during upco-
ming parent-teacher mee-
tings (PTMs). Schools have
also been asked to regularly
screen road safety videos to
sensitise students against

underage riding.
At the same time, the traf-

fic department has tighte-
ned norms for campus trans-
port. All school buses must
now strictly comply with Su-
preme Court guidelines.

School managements ha-
ve been ordered to conduct
mechanical inspections of
their entire fleet at least once
a month. Regular health and
eye check-ups for all bus dri-
vers and conductors have al-
so been made compulsory.

`̀25k fine, 6 months
jail for parents giving

vehicles to minors
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Raipur: A discussion on three
flagship projects coming up in
Nava Raipur, including Seva
Gram, triggered a heated ex-
change between the treasury
and opposition benches in the
Chhattisgarh assembly on
Thursday.

BJP MLA Ajay Chandra-
kar questioned the rationale
behind spending hundreds of
crores on projects that, accor-
ding to him, lacked a clear con-
cept and operational roadmap.
Raising the issue during Ques-
tion Hour, Chandrakar sought
details of  the financial and
physical status of  the projects,
including Seva Gram. 

Replying, finance minister
O P Choudhary said the deci-
sion to establish Seva Gram
was taken on March 10, 2022 du-
ring the Congress regime.

The minister said Rs 129
crore was provided for the pro-
ject between 2022-23 and 2024-
25. Rs 3.72 crore was spent on
multipurpose facilities, while
Rs 104.05 crore went towards
other construction works. All
civil works have been comple-

Nava Raipur projects spark
Cong-BJP war of words 
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IN THE ASSEMBLY
ted, he said, but acknowledged
that no separate administrati-
ve or operational setup has yet
been approved.

Unsatisfied, Chandrakar
said crores had been spent wit-
hout clarity. Former CM Bhu-
pesh Baghel defended the pro-
ject, saying it was conceived on
the lines of  Wardha’s Seva-
gram and was announced on
the floor of  the Assembly with
budgetary provisions. He ad-
ded that the present BJP govt
had continued it. The exchange
escalated into a verbal duel be-
fore the speaker restored order.
Chandrakar later clarified he
had not intended to target any
individual. The govt maintai-
ned that while infrastructure
for Seva Gram is complete, a se-
parate mechanism for its ope-
ration is yet to be approved.

Raipur: Chhattisgarh As-
sembly on Thursday passed
the ‘Chhattisgarh Ease of  Do-
ing Business Bill, 2026,’ a le-
gislation the government sa-
id would make the state the
first in the country to adopt a
statutory risk-based appro-
val system.

The Bill, introduced by
Commerce and Industry mi-
nister Lakhan Lal Dewang-
an, aims to reduce bureau-
cratic delays, cut compliance
costs and accelerate invest-
ments, particularly for
MSMEs.

It marks a shift from in-
spection-heavy regulation to

a trust-based, risk-calibrated
system. Businesses will be
classified by size, investment
and risk profile. 

Low-risk enterprises can
start operations through self-
certification, self-declara-
tion or certification by autho-
rised professionals like licen-
sed engineers and architects. 

High-risk industries will

continue to face technical
scrutiny and physical inspec-
tions. The law also proposes
deemed approvals for appli-
cations pending beyond
prescribed timelines. 

Repeated inspections and
annual licence renewals will
be replaced with risk-based
compliance. Initially, 43 ser-
vices across eight depart-

ments will come under the
framework, with more to be
notified later.

Officials estimate the re-
form will benefit more than
15 lakh MSMEs by cutting ti-
me and cost for setting up and
running businesses.

During the debate, BJP
MLA Ajay Chandrakar cal-
led it a landmark reform and

suggested a statewide orien-
tation programme. He also
proposed changing “Conve-
ner” to “CEO” for the chief
secretary in the empowered
committee. The government
accepted the amendment.

Congress MLA Dalesh-
war Sahu opposed the Bill,
calling it impractical and in-
troduced without consulta-
tion. Replying, Dewangan sa-
id the law creates a compre-
hensive legal framework in-
stead of  fragmented changes. 

He said the CM-headed
empowered committee can
recommend adding more ser-
vices without fresh legisla-
tion, and awareness pro-
grammes will be held after
rules are notified.

CG passes bill to boost MSME growth, attract investment
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Raipur: Mere satisfaction,
without recording reasons, is
not sufficient for the authori-
ty to invoke Article 311(2)(b)
of  the Constitution of  India
for dispensing with a depart-
mental inquiry, the Chhattis-
garh has observed. 

The high court has quas-
hed a Feb 2025 order dismis-
sing a govt schoolteacher
from service over alleged mi-
sconduct, ruling that dispen-
sing with a departmental en-
quiry without recording
written reasons violates the
Constitution of  India.

Justice Bibhu Datta Guru
passed the order on July 9
while hearing a writ petition
filed by Kamlesh Kumar Sa-
hu, a teacher at the Govern-
ment Middle School in Godai-
ya under the Bilha block of
Bilasupur district. Sahu had
challenged his dismissal or-
der dated 7 Feb 2025, which
was issued under Rule 10 of
the Chhattisgarh Civil Servi-

ces (Classification, Control &
Appeal) Rules, 1966. The dis-
missal followed allegations
that the teacher had sent an
objectionable WhatsApp
message and made a video
call to a girl student.

The petitioner argued
that the authorities termina-
ted his services without issu-
ing a show-cause notice, con-
ducting a departmental en-
quiry, or providing an oppor-
tunity of  hearing, thereby
violating the principles of
natural justice. The state co-
unsel opposed the plea, sta-
ting that the competent aut-
hority exercised its powers

under the 1966 rules given the
serious nature of  the miscon-
duct. The court observed that
the authorities failed to fol-
low the prescribed procedure
laid down under Rule 14 of
the state rules before impo-
sing a major penalty. 

Turning to the constitu-
tional protections available
to public servants, justice
Guru highlighted that Arti-
cle 311(2) mandates a proper
enquiry where the employee
is informed of  the charges
and given a reasonable op-
portunity to be heard.

The judgement noted that
while Article 311(2)(b) allows
authorities to dispense with
an enquiry if  it is not reaso-
nably practicable to hold one,
the disciplinary authority
must record the reasons for
such satisfaction in writing
before passing the penalty or-
der. The court did not express
any opinion on the merits of
the allegations. HC granted
the authorities the liberty to
take fresh steps in accordan-
ce with statutory rules.

‘Mere satisfaction not enough
to dispense with dept inquiry’
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HC quashed a Feb 2025 order
dismissing a govt schoolteacher
from service over alleged mis-
conduct with a girl students
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Prayagraj: Observing that
criminal history alone cannot
be a ground to deny relief, the
Allahabad high court has
granted bail to Niranjan Das,
former excise commissioner,
in connection with an FIR re-
gistered in Uttar Pradesh in
the alleged Rs 2,161-crore
Chhattisgarh liquor scam.

In its July 7 order, the high
court observed that the state
failed to place any material on
record to suggest that Das was
likely to tamper with
evidence, influence
witnesses or otherwise
misuse the liberty of
bail. The FIR was regis-
tered at Kasna police
station in Gautam
Budh Nagar under various
provisions of  the IPC and the
Prevention of  Corruption Act,
alleging cheating and forgery.
According to the prosecution,
Das, who was serving as the ex-
cise commissioner in Chhat-
tisgarh, was involved in draf-
ting the state’s excise policy
and tender process.

After hearing both sides,
Justice Vikram D Chauhan al-
lowed Das’s bail application,
observing: “If  the accused is
found to be entitled to bail, he
cannot be denied bail only on

the ground of  criminal histo-
ry.” The court observed: “The
principle that bail is the rule
and jail is the exception has be-
en well recognised by the apex
court, more specifically on the
touchstone of  Article 21 of  the
Constitution (right to life and
personal liberty).”

The Enforcement Directo-
rate, in a letter dated July 28,
2023, informed the Uttar Pra-
desh govt that Das was alleged-
ly involved in framing a policy
that benefited M/s Prizm Ho-
lography Security Films Pvt.

Ltd., Noida, a hologram
manufacturer. Subse-
quently, the UP govt re-
gistered the present FIR
at Kasna police station
in Noida. Counsel for
Das submitted that co-

accused Arunpati had already
been granted bail in the case. It
was further argued that the al-
legations in the present FIR
were already part of  the earli-
er FIR registered in Chhattis-
garh, in which Das had been
granted bail by the Supreme
Court.

Opposing the plea, the state
govt argued that Das had cri-
minal antecedents and that
multiple FIRs had been regis-
tered against him. After hea-
ring the arguments, HC gran-
ted bail the former official.

CG liquor scam: Alld
HC grants bail to former

excise commissioner
TIMES NEWS NETWORK They issued boarding pas-

ses only to the judge’s
wife and two children, leav-
ing Vasnikar stranded at the
airport.

Vasnikar spent an extra
Rs 18,823 to book a ticket on
an IndiGo flight the follow-
ing afternoon and stayed the
May 28 night in Delhi.

Vistara claimed it tried
to accommodate the passen-
ger on other flights, but all
were fully booked.

District consumer dis-
putes redressal commission
rejected Vistara’s argu-
ments. It noted that the air-
line remained silent on why
the judge was singled out
and denied boarding despite
holding a confirmed ticket.

“Probably, the airline
sold the complainant’s con-
firmed seat to another pas-
senger at a premium for fi-
nancial gain,” the commis-
sion’s president Prashant
Kundu and member Anand
Varghese observed in the
June 17 order. The commis-
sion ordered the airline to
pay Vasnikar Rs 1 lakh in
compensation for physical,
mental, and financial dis-
tress, along with Rs 10,000 as
litigation costs, within 45
days from the order date,
failing which a 7% annual
interest will apply. TNN

Judge had to
spend ̀̀ 19k for
fresh booking
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Villagers alleged that the pit
had been created during

railway construction work and
was left uncovered. Following
recent rains, it filled with wa-
ter and appeared like a shallow
pond, making it difficult for
children to gauge its depth.
They suspect the children acci-
dentally entered the pit while
playing and drowned.

Officials said they would al-
so examine whether adequate
safety measures, such as barri-
cading or warning signs, had
been put in place around the ex-
cavation site. TNN

‘Pit was dug for
rly construction’

Police said the family, all
residents of  Somni in Bhi-

lai-3, was travelling on a scoot-
er to visit relatives in Raipur’s
Basant Vihar when the vehi-
cle crashed into the rear of  a
tractor parked on the road-
side near Kumhari. 

In Balrampur, two women
farm labourers died and three
others were critically injured

after a pickup carrying more
than 20 women returning
from paddy transplantation
work overturned in Shankar-
garh on Wednesday. In Korba,
siblings Booti Goswami (13)
and Dashrath Goswami (12)
were killed after a speeding
tanker hit the moped they
were riding near Podi bus
stand on the Katghora-Ambi-
kapur highway. Another mi-
nor was critically injured. TNN

Two killed, 3 injured in Balrampur
uContinued from P 1
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