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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Raigarh

On the auspicious occasion
of Guru Purnima, Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
visited the renowned Shri
108 Shri Satyanarayan Baba
Dham in the village of
Kosamnara in Raigarh dis-
trict.

He offered prayers to
Bhagwan Shiva and prayed

for the happiness, prosperi-
ty, well-being, and auspi-
cious future of the people of
Chhattisgarh. Extending
Guru Purnima greetings to
the people of the state, the
Chief Minister said that Guru
Purnima is a sacred occasion
to express gratitude towards
one's teachers and spiritual
guides. He said that the
blessings of gurus provide
the right direction in life

while instil l ing inner
strength and positive
energy.
Sai said that Shri
Satyanarayan Baba Dham at
Kosamnara is a major
centre of faith for devo-
tees, where the spiritual
atmosphere offers peace
and inner strength. He said
it was a matter of great
fortune for him to offer
prayers at the holy shrine
on the occasion of Guru
Purnima.The Chief Minister
stated that the state govern-
ment is  continuously
working for public welfare
with the blessings of gurus
and the trust of the people.
He said the government's
endeavour is to ensure that
the benefits of develop-

ment and welfare schemes
reach every section of
society and that
Chhattisgarh continues to
move forward on the path of
development.
Finance Minister OP
Choudhary,  Raigarh
Municipal Corporation
Mayor Jeevardhan Chauhan,
administrative officials, and
prominent citizens were also
present on the occasion.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai Visits Kosamnara on Guru
Purnima, Offers Prayers at Satyanarayan Baba Dham

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Raipur

In a significant recognition of excellence in
Indian journalism, Somesh Kumar Patel,
Senior Correspondent with DD News and DD
India under Prasar Bharati, has been hon-
oured with the prestigious Samachar4Media
Journalism 40 Under 40 Award 2026. He
received the national award for his exception-
al, fact-based, impartial, and ground-level cov-
erage of the anti-Naxal campaign in the Bastar
region of Chhattisgarh.
The award was presented by Brajesh Pathak,
Deputy Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, at a
grand ceremony held at the India
International Centre (IIC), New Delhi. The
event was attended by leading editors, man-
aging editors, senior journalists, and media
experts representing several prominent
national and international media organisa-
tions. The Samachar4Media Journalism 40
Under 40 Award recognises outstanding
young journalists who have established a dis-
tinguished national reputation through
impactful reporting, public-interest journal-
ism, innovation, and professional excel-
lence. It is regarded as one of India’s most

respected recognitions for emerging media
professionals. Dr. Patel was honoured partic-
ularly for his extensive coverage of Bastar’s
anti-Naxal operations. Reporting from one of
India’s most challenging conflict zones, he
consistently delivered balanced, factual, and
in-depth stories despite difficult geographi-
cal conditions and complex security environ-
ments. His reports highlighted not only secu-
rity operations but also developmental ini-
tiatives, the changing lives of tribal commu-
nities, and ongoing efforts to establish lasting
peace in the region.

Somesh Patel Honoured with the National
Journalism 40 Under 40 Award 2026 

During his visit to Raigarh, Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai visited
the Kailashpati Dham Mankameshwar Shiva Temple at the
village of Pandripani. He offered prayers to Bhagwan
Mankameshwar Mahadev, performed Jalabhishek on the
Shivling, and worshipped in accordance with traditional
rituals.

The Chief Minister prayed to Bhagwan Bholenath for the
happiness, prosperity, peace, and well-being of the people
of Chhattisgarh. Finance Minister OP Choudhary was also
present on the occasion.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai Performs
Jalabhishek at Kailashpati Dham

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bilspur
Chhattisgarh High Court It is
well settled that there can be
no estoppel against a
statute,” the court observed,
holding that continuation on
an illegally granted promo-
tion cannot be claimed as a
matter of right. Dismissing a
writ petition filed by two
employees of the Water
Resources Department,
Justice Bibhu Datta Guru
ruled that the State was well
within its powers to with-
draw promotions that had
been granted contrary to the
applicable recruitment and
promotion rules, provided
the affected employees were
given an opportunity to be
heard.

Employees should be
given an opportunity to
be heard : High Court

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Raipur

Swami Vivekananda Airport
in Raipur has been ranked the
second-best airport among
those operated by the
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) in passenger satisfac-
tion, according to the latest
airport service quality (ASQ)
survey conducted by airports
council international (ACI).
The airport secured an ASQ
score of 4.93 in the April-June
quarter of 2026-27, surpassing
the AAI network average of
4.88. It also achieved the
66th position globally in the
international passenger sat-
isfaction rankings. Among
AAI-operated airports, Pune

airport topped the list with a
score of 4.97, followed by
Raipur. Patna, Varanasi,
Dehradun, Kolkata,
Bhubaneswar,  Goa and
Indore were ranked next,
airport officials said in a state-
ment. 
The ASQ programme, consid-
ered one of the aviation
industry's most widely recog-
nised benchmarks for passen-
ger experience, evaluates air-
ports based on direct feed-
back from travellers. The
survey assesses parameters
including cleanliness, securi-
ty, check-in efficiency, waiting
time, staff behaviour, pas-
senger amenities, signage
and the overall travel experi-
ence.

indias second best in raipur airport
passenger satisfaction survey ranks 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bialspur

The 62nd Company-Level
Bipartite Safety Committee
Meeting of South Eastern
Coalfields Limited (SECL) was
held at Vasant Club, SECL
Headquarters, Bilaspur, on Wednesday.
During the meeting, officials and
workers' representatives reaffirmed
their commitment to strengthening
the culture of workplace safety by
taking the pledge of "Safety First,
Prosperity Through Safety" and collec-
tively resolving to work towards the goal
of Zero Accidents. The Bipartite Safety
Committee serves as SECL's highest
forum for dialogue between the man-
agement and workers' representatives

on matters related to occupational
safety.The meeting was chaired by N.
Franklin Jayakumar,  Director
(Technical/Operations), in the presence
of Ramesh Chandra Mohapatra, Director
(Technical/Planning & Projects). General
Managers of all Areas, Heads of
Departments, members of the Bipartite
Safety Committee, and representatives
of various trade unions participated in
the meeting. The programme com-
menced with the welcome address by

Prakash Rai, General Manager
(Safety& Rescue).Administering
the Safety Pledge to all partic-
ipants, N. Franklin Jayakumar
emphasised that a strong
safety culture is built not
merely through compliance
with rules but through the

awareness, discipline, and responsibil-
ity of every employee. He urged all stake-
holders to accord the highest priority to
safety and work collectively towards
achieving the goal of Zero Accidents.
Addressing the gathering, Ramesh
Chandra Mohapatra stated that a safe
and productive work environment can
be ensured only through the adoption
of modern technologies, continuous
training, and active participation of all
stakeholders.

62nd Company-Level Bipartite Safety Committee
Meeting Held at SECL Headquarters

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Bijapur

Eight Naxalites, collectively
carrying a reward of `49 lakh
and active in Jharkhand, sur-
rendered in Chhattisgarh’s
Bijapur district on Wednesday,
police said. This is the first
major group surrender of
Maoists in Chhattisgarh after
the Government declared
the State free of Left Wing
Extremism on March 31.

The surrendered cadres,
including five women, turned
themselves in before senior
officials of the Bijapur police
and the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), Bijapur
Superintendent of Police
Umesh Prasad Gupta said.

The cadres were influ-
enced by the Chhattisgarh
Government’s  Naxalite
Surrender and Rehabilitation
Policy and rehabilitation ini-
tiatives being implemented
in Bijapur, Gupta said.

They also cited the
growing influence of securi-

ty forces, the weakening
organisational structure of
the outlawed outfit, disillu-
sionment with its violent
and anti-people ideology,
successful rehabilitation of
former Maoists and rapid
development in tribal areas
as reasons for giving up the
path of violence and joining
the mainstream, he said.

They had been associated
with the banned CPI (Maoist)
for several years and were
active in different areas of
neighbouring Jharkhand, the
official said. Among those
who surrendered, Ashwin
alias Lachhu (30), Ranga alias
Sohan (30) and Doba Madvi
alias Rahat (25) were active as
divisional committee
members and carried
rewards of `8 lakh each.

Phagni Poyam alias Rajni
(28), Suraj Munni Champiya
(25), Hidme Kadti alias Rita
(27) and Budhri Kunjam alias
Anusha (25) were area com-
mittee members carrying
rewards of `5 lakh each, while

Salmi Champiya alias Jilani
(20), a party member, also
carried a reward of `5 lakh,
Gupta said. The surrendered
cadres are residents of
Bijapur, Narayanpur and
Sukma districts, he added.
They will be provided finan-
cial assistance, skill develop-
ment training, housing, edu-
cation and employment-
related benefits under the
State’s surrender and reha-
bilitation policy to help
them lead a dignified life in
the mainstream, the SP said.

Close coordination among
the Jharkhand Police, CRPF
and Bijapur Police, along with
sustained confidence-build-
ing measures, played a key
role in facilitating the surren-
der, he added.  Earlier, in
Jharkhand, banned CPI
(Maoist) politburo member
Misir Besra, who was carrying
a bounty of over Rs 2.2 crore
on his head and wanted in
175 cases, was arrested from
Dhanbad district on Tuesday,
according to police. 

8 Naxalites surrender in Chhattisgarh


