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THE HIMACHAL Pradesh
High court has directed secre-
tary, District Legal Services
Authority (DSLA), to submit a
field inspection report cover-
ing various environmental
concerns and the impact of a
red category industrial unit in
Nalagarh. The concerns in-
cludegroundwaterextraction,
water quality, discharge of ef-
fluents into adjoining water
bodiesandairpollution.

A Division Bench of Chief
Justice Gurmeet Singh Sand-
hawalia and Justice Bipin
ChanderNegipassedthedirec-
tionwhile hearing a public in-
terest litigation (PIL) filed by

Himparivesh Paryavaran San-
rakshan Sanstha, which
movedthepetitiononthebasis
of resolutions passed by 11
grampanchayats under Nala-
garhMunicipal Council. The
Bench directed the Secretary,
DSLA, tosubmit thereportbe-
foreSeptember21,nextdatefor
thehearing.

The case pertains to a red
category industrial unit being
established at Industrial Area,
villagePlasara,tehsilNalagarh,
Solan. The court took note of
submissions that 11 grampan-
chayats in and around Nala-
garh had passed resolutions
opposing or raising concerns
over the setting up of the the
redcategoryindustry.Thepeti-
tioner also relied upon resol-

utions passedby theNalagarh
Bar Association and Nagar
Palika Parishad, Nalagarh, re-
gardingalleged industrial pol-
lution and the discharge of
waste into theChikniKhad.

According to the sub-
missionsrecordedbythecourt,
residentsandlocalbodieshave
alleged that industrialwaste is
being discharged into the

Chikni Khad and that foul
odour is emanating from the
plant. The petitioner claimed
that representations had been
submitted to the authorities
concerned, including through
emails, raisingobjectionsover
the establishment of the unit
and alleged environmental vi-
olations,butnoeffectiveaction
had followed.

The court also took note of
allegations concerning exces-
sive groundwater extraction.
According to the petitioner
NGO, the groundwater per-
mission granted to the unit
authorises only one borewell
and permits extraction of a
maximumof 6.71 lakh litres of
groundwater per day. How-
ever, it was alleged that actual

extraction is approximately
fivetimesthepermittedquan-
tity.

Takingnoteof theenviron-
mental concerns raisedbefore
it, the Bench directed the Sec-
retary,DLSA,Solan, to inspect
the premises of the industrial
unit along with officials from
the Himachal Pradesh State
Pollution Control Board,
GroundWater Authority and
Jal ShaktiVibhag.

The court specifically di-
rected the officials to examine
andreportontheborewelland
groundwaterextraction,water
quality, discharge of effluents
into adjoining water bodies
andairpollution.

Thematterassumessignifi-
canceasNalagarh is located in

the Baddi-Barotiwala-Nala-
garh industrial belt, one ofHi-
machalPradesh’smajorindus-
trial hubs, where concerns
relating to industrial waste,
groundwateruseandpollution
have periodically been raised.
The petitioner has also ques-
tioned the environmental
clearance granted to the pro-
ject as a Category B2 project,
while alleging that the nature
and environmental impact of
the industrial activity require
closer scrutiny.

Additional Advocate Gen-
eral RakeshDhaulta appeared
for theState,andAdvocateSa-
lochnaRanarepresentedother
respondents. The high court
alsoissuedthenoticetothein-
dustrialunit.

Fruit-fall
Anapple-ladenpickup truckoverturnsat TutikandiBypassnear ISBT inShimlaonMonday. ANI

Red-categoryindustryinNalagarh:HCseeks
reportonconcernsraisedbygrampanchayats
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ADEFLATEDballoon painted
with the colours of the Pakis-
taniflagwasfoundbythelocals
ina remoteareaofBanikhet in
Chamba, Himachal Pradesh,
policesaidonMonday.

The villagers had spotted
thewhite and green-coloured
deflated balloon, with ‘Dil Dil
Pakistan’written inUrduonit,
onAugust 15,policesaid.

However, a police team
comprisingpersonnelfromthe
Banikhet Police Post andDal-
housie Police Station reached
the location on Sunday and
seizedtheabandonedballoon.

A senior police officer said
thedistrictpolicehadinformed
the Intelligence Bureau (IB)
andthe IndianAirForceabout
thedevelopment.

DSP (Headquarters),
Chamba, Baldev Dutta, said,
“The area where the balloon
was spotted is far-flung and
situated in a remote valley. It
took almost half a day to reach
the spot. We seized the ma-
terial. A DDR (Daily Diary Re-
port)waslodgedinthisconnec-
tion.”

Police said the balloonwas
found near the border of
JammuandKashmirandPun-
jab.

“Earlier,too,balloonscarry-
ing Pakistani markings have
beenfoundinChamba,butnot
atthisparticularlocation,”apo-
lice source said. “The possibil-
ity that the balloons were re-
leased from somewhere in
Pakistan on its Independence
Day on August 14 and subse-
quently reached our jurisdic-
tionwith the flowofair cannot
beruledout.”

Theballoondiffersfromthe
toy-shaped balloons bearing
themarkingsofPakistanInter-
national Airlines (PIA) that
have previously been found in
variousparts ofHimachal Pra-
desh, Punjab, and evenRajas-
than,policeofficials said.

Sub Inspector Kapil
Kumar, SHO PS Dalhousie,
told The Indian Express, “We
are yet to get a confirmed ac-
count from anyone who saw
the balloon flying or falling at
the spot. The residents of the
Bhotal-Chonka village said
they noticed the balloon and
alerted thepolice.”

This comes against the
backdrop of previous in-
stances, where balloons carry-
ing Pakistani markings or
messages were reported in
partsofHimachalPradesh,par-
ticularly in districts located
closetothestate’snorthernand
westernborders.
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TWOPOLICE personnel were
killedafterthecarinwhichthey
were travelling collided head-
onwithatankerneartheCPWD
Colony in the Toland area,
Shimla, in the early hours of
Monday.Policehave identified
the victims asHeadConstable
PraveenMehta, a resident of
Nankhari, and Constable He-
mant,aresidentofJubbal,and
saidbothwerepostedatPolice
Lines Junga. Theywere travel-
ling fromToland towardsKha-
liniwhentheircarcollidedwith
the tanker. The impactwas se-
vere, leavingbothoccupantsof
thecarcritically injured.

A passerby, Mukesh
Kumar, reportedly witnessed
theaccidentandinformedthe
local police. In his statement,
Mukesh, a resident of Arki,
said he was travelling from
Khalini towards Tolandwhen
he saw the collision between
the tanker and the car.

Car-tanker
collisionkills2
copsinShimla
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AHERD of elephants entered
the Paonta subdivision, caus-
ingextensivedamagetofields,
tubewells, andhouses, leaving
local farmers terrified.

Elephants breached the
boundary wall of a house in
Bahral village and caused sig-
nificant damage to the sur-
rounding area. According to
villagers,noonewaspresentin
thehouse at the time, averting
amajor tragedyonAugust 14.

Villagers reported that in
thepastfewdays,theelephants
also destroyed a tubewell be-
longing to farmer Mahima
SinghintheBehralarea,result-
ing inheavy financial loss.

In Satiwala village, the ele-
phants severely trampled a
paddy crop as well as cherry
and banana trees in farmer
NeetuRam's field.

Villagers state that the in-
creasing movement of ele-
phants in the area has created
an atmosphere of panic. They
mentionedthata fewdaysear-
lier, elephants had killed cows
belonging to farmers Sonu
RamandThagga Ramof Sati-
wala village. Farmers are
frightened as the herd has
begun to loiter near their
homes.

Block President of theBha-
ratiya KisanUnion Jaswinder
Singh Billing has demanded
that the Forest Department
take immediate and effective
measures to prevent the ele-
phants fromenteringvillages.

He insisted that farmers
who suffered losses due to the
elephants should be given ad-
equate compensation and
warnedthatiftheelephantsare
notstoppedandcompensation
is not provided promptly, pro-
tests would be staged outside
the offices of Forest Depart-
mentofficials.

Elephant
rampage inHP
villages: Homes,
cropsdamaged,
farmers terrified

Balloon in colours
ofPak flag found in
Chamba, police
say investigationon
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DURINGANIndependentDrive
Test (IDT) conducted by the
TelecomRegulatoryAuthority
of India (TRAI) across Shimla
andSolan in June, no telecom
operator achieved 100% per-
formance across all key par-
ameters. The findingswere re-
leasedonMonday.

The test, conducted under
theHimachalPradeshLicensed
Service Area (LSA), assessed
BSNL,Airtel,RelianceJio(RJIL)
and Vodafone Idea (VIL) on
coveragegaps,calldrops,callsi-
lenceinstancesanddatadown-
loadanduploadspeeds.

A senior TRAI official said
theexercisewasaimedatassess-
ingreal-timequalityofvoiceand
data services, informing con-
sumers andencouragingoper-
atorstoimprovetheirnetworks.

Theassessmentcoveredvil-
lages, towns andhighways, in-
cludingtheKalka-Shimlaroute,
withhotspots includinghospi-

tals,courts,universitiesandbus
stands.Walktestsconductedon
June 18 and 19 covered Mall
Road andShimlaRailway Sta-
tion, testingnetworkquality in
crowdedpedestrian areas. The
findingsshowthatnosingleop-
erator dominated every par-
ameter, with network quality
varyingby locationandservice
type.Asperthefindings,across
Shimlaandnearbyareas,Jiore-
corded the fewest poor-signal
samples at 2,118 out of 45,696,
followedbyAirtelwith3,553out
of 45,850. BSNL recorded 7,735
outof43,507andVIL10,778out
of 43,236. Jio also recorded the
strongest voice performance,
withonedroppedcalloutof418
established calls and 11 call-si-
lenceinstancesoutof400.Airtel
recordedonedroppedcalloutof
411and35silence instancesout
of 396. BSNL recorded 47
droppedcalls outof 389and50
silence instances out of 326,
whileVILrecorded20outof387
and41 out of 359, respectively.
“Jio recorded thehighest aver-

agedownloadspeedinShimlaat
163.01Mbpson5G, followedby
Airtel at 83.09Mbps.BSNLand
VIL recorded 10.99Mbps and
10.30Mbps on4G. Jio also led
uploads at 15.43Mbps, against
Airtel’s 13.90Mbps,BSNL’s4.81
MbpsandVIL’s 3.32Mbps”, the
studysays.

In Solan, Airtel had the lo-
west coverage gap, with 493
poor-signal samples out of
12,912,followedbyJioat508out
of 12,713, BSNL at 712 out of
12,833 and VIL at 1,191 out of
12,908.

Airtel recorded three
dropped calls out of 118, Jio six
outof117,VILfiveoutof118and
BSNL 11 out of 119. VILhad the
fewest silence instances, seven
out of 107, followedbyAirtel 11
out of 109, Jio 12 out of 111 and
BSNL15outof99.JioledSolan’s
download speeds at 208.71
Mbps,followedbyAirtelat170.17
Mbps, BSNLat 11.99Mbps and
VIL at 8.77Mbps. Jio alsomar-
ginallyleduploadsat26.55Mbps
againstAirtel’s26.31Mbps.

Notelecomoperatorgets fullmarks
inTRAI’sdrive test inShimla,Solan
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