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Haridwar turns saffron;
good arrangements lauded 

The holy city of Haridwar wit-
nessed a surge of faith during

the final stretch of the Sawan
month, with the streets hued in saf-
fron. While the Haridwar district
administration's preparations for
the Kanwad Mela, along with the
police's security and traffic
arrangements, are being appreci-
ated, some say that the city at sev-
eral locations experienced traffic
logjams due to the massive move-
ment of two-wheelers along the
stretch from Om Bridge to Haripur
Kala. On Monday, too, a large num-
ber of Kanwadiyas were seen head-
ing towards their destinations on

the highway as well as on alterna-
tive and inner routes. The crowds
caused traffic jams at many loca-
tions, but the administration and
police continued to maintain traffic
movement despite the challenges
from the surging crowd.

The district administration
sources said that under the direc-
tion of the district magistrate
Mayur Dixit, coordination among

various departments on traffic
management, cleanliness, drink-
ing water, health services, and
basic amenities along the Kanwad
routes are being continuously
monitored. Police said that led by
the SSP, Navneet Singh Bhullar,
they are focused on crowd con-
trol, traffic management, deploy-
ment of police forces at sensitive
locations, route diversions and se-
curity arrangements. The con-
stant field presence of police
officers and personnel helped
manage the situation despite the
large crowds, observers said,
adding that last year’s experiences

seemed to
have helped
the adminis-
tration and
police learn
lessons.   

L e a r n i n g
from these ex-
periences, this
time special
attention was
paid to pre-
i d e n t i f y i n g
areas with po-
tential crowd

pressure, route diversions, barri-
cading, police deployment and
traffic control. Continuous mon-
itoring was conducted to control
crowds and vehicles in accident-
prone areas.

Hailing the arrangements, the
president of Akhil Bharatiya
Akhara Parishad, Ravindra Puri
said that he had not seen any dis-
order during his daily mela visit.
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Chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami has said that

the students should use Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) intelli-
gently. He said that while AI is
useful and informative, its ex-
cessive use can have adverse
effects. He was interacting with
the students at ‘Mukhyamantri
Yuwa Vidhyarthi Manthan’
programme at his residence on
Monday.

Dhami asked students to
first use their discretion, intel-
lect and thinking abilities on
any subject and then learn
from the guidance and experi-

ence of their teachers before
seeking AI's assistance when
necessary. He emphasized that
technology should be a com-
panion not a substitute for our
ability to think and learn.

The CM said that students
are the present and future of
the country. He said students
should move forward to realize
their dreams. “Understanding
the subjects is more important
than scoring marks in exami-
nations. Adopting values and
discipline in life is sure to lead
to success,’’ he said.

The CM said students need

to change their approach to
studying. They should view
studies not as a burden but as
a path to shaping their future.

He said that students should

move forward as leaders in
their lives. “A leader is some-
one who does the best work in
their field. One's work, com-
passion for society and dedica-
tion can immortalize one's
name,’’ he said.

The CM exhorted the youth
to continuously strive towards
their goals and move forward
by learning from challenges.
He said that we should make
resolutions in our lives and
that resolutions should be free
from any options.

The programme was virtu-
ally attended by more than
three lakh students of classes
XI and XII from 2,828 govern-

ment and private schools
across the State.

During the interaction with
the CM, the students gave var-
ious suggestions including

promoting sports, necessity of
sports periods four days a
week, infrastructure in
schools, better higher educa-
tion, encouraging tourism ac-
tivities in the State and giving
priority to environmental pro-
tection along with develop-
ment.

The CM took the students'
suggestions seriously and
noted them and directed the
officials to prepare an action
plan accordingly. The Chief
Minister said that the sugges-
tions given by the students will
also be included in the govern-
ment's policies.
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As announced earlier, the
Sports minister Rekha

Arya led a special 22-km
Sankalp Kanwad Yatra from
Haridwar to Rishikesh on
Monday, vowing to make India
a host for the 2036 Olympic
Games and to establish the
country as a sports super-
power. Additionally, she an-
nounced on the occasion that
Uttarakhand's first Sports Uni-
versity would be inaugurated
on the upcoming National
Sports Day.

The yatra began at 7 AM
from Har Ki Pauri, featuring
rituals and the collection of
Ganga water. Braving heavy
rain, the pilgrims continued
with their yatra, raising reli-
gious and patriotic chants.  

Several saints, including Ma-
hant Hari Giri and Mahant
Ravindra Puri, participated in
the march. Athletes, youth and
citizens from across the coun-
try also took part. To facilitate
the march, four major stops
were set up every five km,
where locals and sports enthu-
siasts welcomed the partici-
pants.

During the event, Arya em-
phasised that the Kanwad car-
rying Ganga water symbolises
not just a journey, but also the
aspirations of millions, the
hard work of athletes and the
dreams of the youth. While of-
fering water at the feet of Lord
Shiva, she prayed for India to
host the 2036 Olympic Games
and for the nation’s athletes to

take the Indian tricolor on the
world’s biggest sporting plat-
form.

Arya highlighted that there is
no shortage of sports talent in
Uttarakhand. “What we need
are better training, modern fa-
cilities, scientific training sys-
tems and high-level
opportunities. The Sports Uni-
versity to be inaugurated on
National Sports Day will be a
significant step forward to-
wards achieving these goals,”
she said, adding that it would

provide athletes with an en-
hanced environment for edu-
cation, training and sports
science-related facilities.

She stated that the commit-
ment to host the 2036
Olympics is not just a pledge
emanating from Delhi or a sin-
gle city, but a dream shared by
the entire nation. “Uttarakhand
is also playing its role in this
collective aspiration of the na-
tion through this yarta with a
commitment,” she declared.
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Officers must follow service
conduct rules: Arya

The leader of opposition
(LoP) in Vidhan Sabha

Yashpal Arya has said that
regardless of who is in
power, the police and ad-
ministration must remain
accountable to the Consti-
tution. In a statement on
Monday, Arya said that all
the officers must under-
stand and follow the All
India Services (Conduct)
Rules, 1968 in letter and
spirit.

His statement follows the
incident on Saturday when
the Congress leaders had
stormed into the office of
the SSP of Udham Singh
Nagar against alleged at-
tempts by the police to pre-
vent party workers from
reaching the venue of the
rally of Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge in
Haldwani.

He said that the All India
Services, commonly known
as the IAS and IPS have
been the 'steel frame' of the
nation's unity, integrity and
administrative continuity.
The greatest strength of
these services is their im-
partiality, political neutral-
ity and commitment to the
Constitution.

“ In a democratic system,
an officer cannot behave
like a worker of any politi-
cal party. Administrative
impartiality should not
only exist but should also
be visible,’’ he said. 

Arya added that Uttarak-
hand is a State born out of
a movement. The people
here have fought long for
their rights and fully un-
derstand the power of dem-
ocratic resistance.

“ The recent incident out-
side the SSP office in
Nainital raises serious
questions in this context.
The root causes of the inci-
dent and the subsequent
circumstances are subject
to an impartial investiga-
tion. However, if any ad-
ministrative action creates
a situation that incites pub-
lic sentiment, the responsi-
ble officials should
seriously introspect on
their conduct and func-
tioning,’’ he said. 

Arya added the question
also arises when the people
coming to a peaceful rally
are considered as 'anti-so-
cial elements' and adminis-
trative power is used to
stop them or foil the rally.

CongressÊ behaviour 
in Haldwani inspired
by RahulÊs anarchic
politics: BJP
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
State president and Rajya

Sabha member Mahendra
Bhatt said that the actions of
Congress leaders in Haldwani
are an extension of the anar-
chic politics encouraged by the
leader of opposition Rahul
Gandhi.

Responding to questions
asked by the media, Bhatt said
that the Congress national
president Mallikarjun Kharge’s
Uttarakhand visit, the senior
party leaders of the party in-
dulged in questionable behav-
iour and used objectionable
language, which is highly con-
demnable. The Congress
should apologise to people of
Uttarakhand for these actions
and take disciplinary action
against those involved in this
incident. “Considering the
shameful behaviour during the
visit of the Congress national
president, it appears as if there
is no respect they have for their
senior leaders, no democratic
principles or political deco-
rum. The behaviour of Con-
gress leaders of the State was

not sudden. It was a result of
the political values being com-
municated by the party’s top
leadership to the party work-
ers. From the parliament to the
road, Rahul Gandhi has shred-
ded democratic decorum. He

actually staked his post as the
leader of opposition to partici-
pate in a protest outside the
residence of the Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi,” Bhatt said.

Arya leads 22 km Kanwad
Yatra, announces inauguration
date of Sports University
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Good to see CM remembering
Gen-Z- Dasauni
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Taking pot-shots at the
'Mukhyamantri Yuva Vid-

hyarthi Manthan' programme,
the chief spokesperson of Ut-
tarakhand Congress, Garima
Dasauni said that it is good
that the chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami has fi-
nally remembered the Gen-Z
of the State. She said that dia-
logue with the youth is a good
thing, but dialogue is mean-
ingful only when the govern-
ment listens to the voice of the
youth on the streets and in the
secretariat as well.

“Today the government is
making the youth write essays
on the dream Uttarakhand,

but does it remember the
youth who took to the streets
at the clock tower in
Dehradun, claiming employ-
ment as their right,’’ she asked. 

Dasauni said that if the gov-
ernment has really understood
the mood of Gen-Z, then why
there is no dialogue with them
when they demand employ-
ment and transparent recruit-
ment.

“CM’s visit to the youth is
welcome, but the Chief Minis-
ter should remember that
Gen-Z doesn't just want dia-
logue; they also want answers,’’
she said.

1,132 solar plants with 210 MW
capacity installed under MSSY

The initiative of the State
government to promote

solar energy and create em-
ployment opportunities has
started yielding results. Under
the Mukhyamantri Saur
Swarojgar Yojana (MSSY),
1,132 solar power plants have
been installed in the State till
June 2026. The total capacity of
these plants  is 210 MW.

Chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami has assigned the
department a target of devel-
oping 250 MW of solar power
capacity under the MSSY.
Under the scheme, solar
power plants of 20, 25, 50, 100,
and 200 kilowatt capacities are
being installed by local resi-
dents. Applicants are being
provided with all the benefits
under the MSME Policy -
2023. 

The data shows that with
369 solar power plants of
69,050 KW capacity Terhi
leads the table of districts in
the State. Uttarkashi has 227
plants (43,660 KW) , Cham-
pawat 144 plants (28,200 KW),
Haridwar 86 plants (19,900
KW), Pauri 88 plants (15,440
KW), Chamoli 72 plants (

11,725 KW) and Almora has
32 plants with 5,600 KW ca-
pacity. Solar projects have also
been installed under the
scheme in Dehradun,
Rudraprayag, Bageshwar,
Nainital, Pithoragarh and
Udham Singh Nagar districts. 

Apart from enhancing solar
power generation and pro-
moting green energy, the
MSSY is also creating self-em-
ployment and entrepreneur-
ship opportunities in rural and
mountainous areas of the
State. Projects established
under the scheme are provid-
ing direct and indirect em-
ployment to about 3,500
people. 

CM Dhami said that the
MSSY is an important initia-
tive to connect Uttarakhand's
youth and residents with self-
employment. “Our effort is to
increase local entrepreneur-
ship and employment oppor-
tunities in sectors like solar
energy. This is not only pro-
moting green energy, but also
strengthening economic activ-
ity in the mountainous regions
and preventing migration,’’ he
said.
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CM Dhami holds interaction with Gen-Z,
asks then to use AI intelligently


