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SC questions FS

govt on food labels

Utkarsh Anand
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: How many children
in India can afford dry fruits, and
how many reach out for a packet
of Kurkure - a mass-market pack-
aged snack? The difference, the
Supreme Court said on Thurs-
day, s precisely why consumers,
especially children, need to know
what they are eating, as it ques-
tioned the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India (FSSAI)
over its reluctance to introduce
front-of-pack warning labels on
foods high in sugar, salt and satu-
rated fat.

“You don’t want people of this
country to remain healthy? More
particularly growing children?”a
bench of Justices JB Pardiwala
and K'Vinod Chandran asked the
Centre and FSSAI, while under-
lining that India must not com-
promise on public health or set-
tle for lower standards merely
because Indian foods may differ
from those consumed in devel-
oped countries.

The bench was particularly
concerned by minutes of a recent
meeting of the food regulator
suggesting continued hesitation
over front-of-pack warning
labels, despite the Supreme Court
having already asked it to con-
sider the measure, “Are you tak-
ing the court for a toss?” asked
the bench, questioning whether
pressure from food manufactur-
ers was influencing the regulator.

“There isimmense pressure at
the end of all these corporate
houses on you. And you are suc-
cumbing to that pressure! We are
doing this in public interest. Keep
itin mind. We are not doing it for
ourselves,” it added.

The court gave the Centre and
FSSAI two weeks to place their
final decision on record, warn-

: “This is your last chance.
e v\nll dictate the

udgm sai

The bench madc clear that it
was not seeking to ban any par-
ticular food or dictate what con-
sumers should eat. What it
wanted was for people to have
clear information before making
that choice.

“In this country, how many
people can afford dry fruits? And
how many children buy

THE TOP COURT
QLLSllO'\JLD THE

FRONT-OF-PACK
'WARNING LABELS
ON FOOD HIGH IN
SUGAR, SALT AND
SATURATED FAT

warnings, it's the discretion of
the person who purchases it.
may still purchase it or he may
not purchase. Why are you reluc-
tant to do this?” it asked.

The confrontation over the
issue comes after the Supreme
Court had already expressed dis-
satisfaction with FSSAI's han-
dling of the matter.

Inits August 4 order, the court
recorded that it was not satisfied
with FSSAI's comphance affida-
vit and asked the

Kurkure? That makes all the dif-
ference. We are not against any
particular product. We only want
the person purchasing it to know
what he is consuming,” it said.

The exchange came during
the hearing of a public interest
litigation filed by non-profit 35
and Our Health, seeking warning
labels on packaged foods to indi-
cate high levels of salt, sugar and
saturated fats.

The government sought to
explain the reluctance to impose
such warnings by pointing to the
composition of Indian foods.
Additional Solicitor General Bri-
jender Chahar, appearing for the
Centre and FSSALI, said tradi-
tional Indian foods tend to con-
tain more salt, sugar and fat than
what he described as “bland”
food in developed countries.

“The difficulty is that each of
our traditional foods will have
the red symbol on it. Whether it
is namkeen etc warning that it is
very harmful,” argued Chahar,
adding that even foods such as
eggs could cross proposed
thresholds for fat. He also sub-
mitted that such a system could
adversely affect micro, small and
‘medium enterprises, with about
a third of MSME revenue coming
from traditional foods.

But the bench was uncon-
vinced. “Even without a red label,
everybody knows there is sugar,
fat, carbs etc. no? This is to create
public awareness,” it said, stress-
ing the need to protect children
who are increasingly consuming
such products.

The court also rejected the
argument that manufacturers
could be affected by warning
labels. “Manufacturers may not
like this because it may affect
their business. Even after these

authority to consider front-of-
package labelling, noting that
such a system was “internation-
ally prevalent”, and directed it to
revert within four weeks.

The issue has been pending
for more than a year. The origi-
nal PIL was disposed of in April
2025 aftter FSSAI told the court
that an expert committee would
recommend amendments to
food labelling rules. The regula-
tor's proposed Indian Nutrition
Rating (INR) system envisaged a
0.5-to-5 star rating for packaged
foods based on factors including
sugar, salt, saturated fat, energy,
protein and fibre, aimed at help-
ing consumers make healthier
choices.

But the process has dragged
on. FSSAI said it received more
than 14,000 comments on the
proposal and its expert commit-
tee held five meetings, but later
reported a lack of consensus on
the INR format. It subsequently
proposed further amendments,
research, consumer surveys and
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Thursday ordered a perform-
ance audit of consumer commis-

,including
an assessment of the work done by
former judges and judicial officers
appointed to these fora, asit ques-
tioned whether they had become

“rehabilitation cemres for retired
people

itatior THE SUPREME who is assisting the court as ami-
“Have lhese places become a COURT HAS cus curiae, to submit a separate
centre for retired L ., report on the functioning and

people? Thatiswhatisbothering  ORDERED 3-YEAR pendency of state consumer com-
us. Youappointretired districcand  PERFORMANCE missions, including the oldest
ipadpmitaesh AUDITORAILTHE wpimes o .,
ingto accep( this. There has to be D IER COURTS bench identified two broad con-
fa perfor cerns—i infrastructure

ation,” said the bench. anddeficiencies in appointments,

Itdirected the p the
National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission (NCDRC)

ability.

A bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) Surya Kant and
justices Joymalya Bagchi and V.
Mohana took strong exception to
reports of prolonged pendency
and poor disposal of consumer
disputes, saying appointments to
these bodies could not be treated

and state consumer commissions
to conduct an evaluation of the
performance of the commissions
under their jurisdiction over the
last three years and furnish
reports to the court.

‘The court also sought a report
from the president of the National
Consumer Commission within

ency,
sion, average disposal by its differ-
ent benches, the estimated time
required to clear the backlog and
‘whether its strength needed to be
increased.

even as it said that the issue of
accountability of those manning
the consumer fora could not be
i

“In distric the

an’'t be rehab centres for retired’

National Consumer Commission
inappeal.

When additional solicitor gen-
eral (ASG) Aishwarya Bhati
appeared for the government, the
bench said that if arrears were pil-
ing up at the National Consumer
Commission, its strength would
have to be increased and more
benches created.

The court, however, made clear
that merely increasing infrastruc-
tureor providing additional facili-
ties would not address the prob-

problem s of quahw 'l‘hey do not

‘The bench’s intervention came
after it took note of a newspaper
report highlighting the “pitiful and
poor performance” of consumer
commissions.

The couu also asked senior

usually botherabout
the dispute and how they are
decided on merits,” the bench said.
It further observed that while the
state commissions may not neces-
sanly have significant arrears,

lem rrespond-
ingaccountability.

'he government told Parlia-
‘mentlastmonth that 593,109 con-
sumer cases were pendingacross
the country, including 16,915
before the NCDRC, 1,27,507 before
state commissions and 4,48,687
before district. i

merelyas pos rehabil

KERALA CM FLAGS
LAPSES IN MESSI
EVENT, VOWS
FURTHER PROBE

Vishnu Varma
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two the total pend-

TN govt signs MoUs

worth over

267k-cr

during investors’ meet

travel to the

Six workers killed after
landslide, water seepage
in Uttarakhand tunnel

Neeraj Santoshi

: Kerala
chief minister VD Satheesan on
Thursday flagged serious charges,
including Goods and Services Tax
(GST)fraud and lapses in the way

S Vijay Kartl
letters@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAI: [n the first investment
conclave held after the Tamilaga

the p v
the previous Left Democratic
Front (LDF) government in con-
nection with the cancelled visit of
the Lionel Messi-led Argentina
national team to play a friendly
match in the state.

‘The chief minister stated thata
preliminary inquiry report sub-

while the matter was deferred by
the Food Authority.

‘The Supreme Court, however,
appeared unwilling to let the

‘mitted by th
being examined and warrants fur-
ther investigations, “What was the
procedure adopted in selecting a
private firm to sponsor the event?
W n fon of In

2
indefinite exercise. It also
rejected the Centre's suggestion
that India should not necessarily
seek to match international stan-
dards on food labelling.

“We do not approve the stance
of the Union when it says that it's
not possible to match the inter-
national standards, more partic-
ularly developed countries.
Should India remain as an unde-
veloped country? The world
should know that India is con-
cerned about the health of its citi-
zens and more particularly chil-
dren,” it said.

est? A firm was picked, but param-
eters including its source of fund-
ing and financial capability were
not considered. Did the previous
government know about this?
There are already a lot of contra-
di "he

Vettri Kazh: me to
power in May, the Tamil Nadu
government  on Thursday
secured 97 memorandum of
understanding with companies
having domestic and overseas
presence, involving investment
commitments to the tune of
67,452 crore with a prospect of
creating 120,000 jobs, the gov-
ernment said.

The 'Vettri Tamil Nadu Inves-
tors Conclave 2026’ was held in
the presence of chief minister C
Joseph Vijay. The majority of
investment commitments were
made in the automobile sector
with as many as 16 companies
lining up investments of 216,773
crore, generating 13,475 new
jobs.
“The

saidatap

in the first 100

“Let the state government
examine it first. If there is a need
for central agency probes, we will
refer it to them. Have the State's
interests been protected? Did the
private firm take advantage of the
situation? Everything will be
examined.”

Supreme Court to examine legality of
facial recognition at protests

UtkarshAnand
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Thursday agreed to examine
whether the Delhi Police’s use
of facial recognition technology
and biometric surveillance to
monitor protesters at Jantar
Mantar has legal backing, and
whether such mass surveillance
violates fundamental rights to
privacy, dignity, free speech and
peaceful assembly.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice of India (CJ1) Surya Kant
and justices Joymalya Bagchi
and V Mohana issued notice to
the Centre and the Delhi Police
commissioner ona PIL filed by
CPI(M) Rajya Sabha MP AA
Rahim, challenging the alleged
use of facial recognition tech-
nology, Al-powered surveil-
lance systems and biometric
identification tools against pro-
testers.

Senior advocate Menaka
Guruswamy, appearing for
Rahim, told the bench that the
plea specifically challenges the
Delhi Police’s use of facial rec-
ognition technology against
protesters and alleges that the
data collected is being held by
private companies.

“This is very specific prayer
concerning facial recognition
being used by the Delhi Police
against protesters, and the data
is held with private companies,”
Guruswamy said.

She said the surveillance
involved both a facial recogni-
tion vehicle and smart glasses,
with data collected without the
permission of those being moni-
tored.

“One maps your face and one
is a vehicle. So, spectacles are
used and a vehicle is also used.
And that data is all taken with-
out permission,” she said.

The bench then directed that
notice be issued and the plea be
tagged with other pending peti-
tions concerning the July 20
“Sansad Chalo” protest, which
raise allegations of police
excesses, including the use of
pellet guns and violence against
protesters and police personnel.

The petition, filed through
advocate Subhash Chandran
KR, claims that since the com-
mencement of the sit-in at Jan-
tar Mantar, thousands of pro-
testers, journalists and ordinary
citizens have been subjected to
“continuous and pervasive bio-
metric surveillance”.

Rahim has sought a declara-

tion that indiscriminate deploy-
ment of facial recognition and
biometric surveillance against
peaceful protesters is unconsti-
tutional. He has also sought
directions restraining the Delhi
Police from deploying such
technologies until Parliament
enacts a law specifically autho-
rising their use.

Among other reliefs, the peti-

IT ALLEGES THAT
INGERPRINTS

ACATION AND
MATCHED AGAINST
NATIS.

tion seeks disclosure of the sur-
veillance data-
bases, standard operating pro-
cedures and vendor agreements
used during the Jantar Mantar
protest. It also seeks deletion of
protesters’ biometric data from
the National Automated Finger-
print Identification System
(NAFIS), Crime and Criminal
Tracking Network and Systems
(CCTNS) and allied databases.

It alleges that fingerprints
were collected through the
NCRB's “Abhigyan” application
and matched against NAFIS.

The plea contends that there
is no law authorising biometric
surveillance of people partici-
pating in a lawful protest. It
argues that neither Delhi Police

standing orders governing pro-
tests nor the Criminal Proce-
dure (Identification) Act, 2022
permits such surveillance of
peaceful des

days of our government will
cross 1 lakh crore, generating
more than 120,000 job opportu-
nities. This is on average a thou-
sand crore of committed capital
for every single day we have
been in office,” state industries
minister S Keerthana said at the
event.

A large number of invest-
ments were committed across 19
districts with Kancheepuram
receiving 20 new projects worth
231,004 crore, expected to create
18,070 new jobs, followed by Tir-
unelveli 15,037 crore invest-
ments, with 2,670 job prospects.

The second highest invest-
ment garnered by the data cen-
tre sector with two companies
committing 11,417 crore invest-
ments creating 1,644 jobs.

16 c s el din tex-

TN CMwrites to
PMover freezing
Lok Sabha seats

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu
Chief minister C Joseph
Vijay on Thursday wrote
to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi requesting him
to effect Constitutional
amendments to ensure
that the strength of Lok
Sabha members is made
permanent at 543 so that
the current distribution
to the states is main-
tained.

He drew PM Modi's
attention to the resolu-
tion passed on August 12,
2026 by the Tamil Nadu
Assembly on the pro-
posed delimitation of
Parliamentary and
Assembly constituencies.

The number of Lok
Sabha seats
allocated to
the states
should be
made per-
manent at the
present level,
Vijay wrote. pTi

with the state government with
overall investments of ¥7,871
crore that would create the larg-
est24,876 jobs.

Other sectors in which Tamil
Nadu received investments are
critical engineering, life sciences,
electronics and semiconductor,
among others. 30 investment
proposals were received from
foreign headquartered projects
with ce anies based out of 16

The petition relies on RTI
responses obtained from the
Delhi Police to claim that no pri-
vacy impact assessment was
conducted before the surveil-
lance was undertaken. It alleges
that an 80% similarity score is
treated as a positive facial rec-
ognition match, despite the
absence of any publicly availa-
ble validation of the threshold.

It also claims that the Delhi
Police’s stated use of facial rec-
ognition technology is limited to
tracing missing persons and
identifying deceased persons,
rather than policing peaceful
assemblies.

tile industry signed agreements

countries, Keerthana said.

letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Six workers were
killed and 14 others injured late on
Thursday after a landslide and
heavy water seepage triggered a
partial collapse inside an under-
construction Tehri Hydro Devel-
opment Corporation Limited's
project site in Uttarakhand's
Chamoli district. Two people are
still trapped inside the tunnel.
According to State Emergency
Operations Centre officials, the
incident took 7pmat

The THDC lunnel in Chamoli

rescue operation was launched

the tunnel, constructed by the Hin-
dustan Construction Company in
Pipalkoti. “Water, accompanied by
alandslide, suddenly began seep-
ing into the tunnel, trapping 22
workers,” said an official.

A large-scale multi-agency

An official aware of the mat-
ter said, by 11 pm, 20 workers
were rescued from the tunnel.
Six of them were declared dead,
while 14 others were injured and
shifted for medical treatment,
the official added.
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Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is
A

2002 read with proviso of

&Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest

)
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular o the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described movable & immovable
property morigagedicharged to the Secured Creditor, possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Office of Bank of Baroda, Secured
“As s whatis”, and “Whatever thers " basis orrecovery ofbelow mentioned account’s. The details of

UTTAR PRAI]ESH MEDICAL SUPPLIES CGRPOHMION LTD.
Government of Uttar Pradesh Undertaking

Tender Notice
PMSCL/Drugs-266/16 Dated: 10 August, 2026
e-TENDER FOR SUPPLY OF DRUGS

Oniine tenders are invited from licensed manufacturers for
supply of drugs to UPMSCL. The detais of tender,lst of items
and Tender Documents are made available on website
hitps://etender.up.nic.in and www.upr
of online submission of the tender documents is 31st August,

The last date/time

Managing Director
UPMISCL, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

Department of Medical Health & Family Welfare, Uttar Pradesh

ROSARB, RAEBARELI

lind Floor, 920-Lodhwari Kothi, Degree College Chauraha, Raebareli-229001
Ph: 8601804406, 8601800065, email: sarrae@bankofbaroda.com
Sale notice for Movable & Immovable properties "APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 6(2) & 8(6)]

E-Auction Sale No ice for Sale of Movable & Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Date of Auction: 08.09.2026

time, EMD and Bid

Last Date of EMD Submission: 07.09.2026 upto 2.00 PM

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) shall be paid online through i.e. NEFT/Transfer
(After generation of Challan from (https://baanknet.com) in bidders Global EMD Wallet.

osBl STATE BANK OF INDIA
RBO LE-Il BARABANKI, REGIONAL BUSINESS OFFICE
VIKAS BHAWAN ROAD, BARABANKI, 225001, PH. NO. 05248-209401
NOTICE FOR BANK PREMISES REQUIRED ON RENTAL/LEASE
BRANCH SHIFTING

State Bank of India, RBO LE-Il Barabanki invites application to hire the:
commercially approved premises on lease at Fatehpur (Branch), Dist
Barabanki approx. 2500 sq.ft. to 3000 sa.ft. (Floor Area). Complete:
documents may be downloaded from Bank's website www.sbi.co.in at
*Procurement News'. Any corrigendum, addendum will be available only
on our wabsit. Last dato of submission of applicaton is 13.08.2026 to
02.09.2026 and
Date:13.08.2026

Reglonal Manager (RBO-LE-Il)

(150 14001 : 2004, 150 9001 - 2008 e )
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ICMR - BHOPAL MEMORIAL HOSPITAL & RESEARCH CENTRE

LLGLEy I Depariment ofHealh Reserch, Minstry of Healthand Family Welfare, Government, of India
A T, ST-462038 (7. | Reisen Bypass Road, Bhopal - 45203 ()
Phones:- +91 755 21A2212 16, FAX:- +91 755 2748309,

Email: bmhrcbhopal@s
Adv.No.ICMR/Rect/BMHRC/Principal/02-2026-RPCell
VACANCY CIRCULAR
Indian Council of Medical Research-Bhopal Memorial Hospital and
Research Centre (ICMR-BMHRC), under Department of Health
Research, Ministry of Health Family Welfare invites application(s) upto
01 September 2026 till 05:30 PM for 01 vacancy of Principal Nursing
College in Level-12 of Pay Matrix (Rs.78,800-2,09,200) from Indian
Citizens for appointment on regular basis to be filed through a Composite

Method (deputation/promotion),
For detailed advertisement, please visit ICMR-BMHRC website at

bmhre.ac.in or https:/irecruitment.icmr.org.i
W bmhrc.ac.in o tps:/recruitmentiomeorgin . o ooy oo

BMHRC, Bhopal

Public Noti

e
"This public notice at large Is given as under, my client that the land prop-
erties

bearing Khasra / Gata No. Admeasuring 40.16 Bissa, out of Gata No.
1327 situate at Village Pindrai, Parganah Kolsala, Tahsil Pindra, District
Varanasi, more particulars described in the Schedule of properties, are|
owned and possessed by it's owners as mentioned below. The present
owners of the said property have agreed to sale the said properties to
my client assuring the ownership, title and possession of the said prop-
erties are clean, clear, marketable and free from encumbrances third|
parties. For verification of the ownership, title and possession of present|
owners my client is publishing this public notice. If any person/s having
any right, title, interest, agreement, agreement to sale, Earnest Money

officer on Mobile No. 8601804406

si Name & Address of the Description of the Immovable Property | Total Dues | Date& | Reserve | Saisdl] Propery | | Recelpls, Agreemont fo Salo, Assignment, ownership, Lean, Lease,
borrower/Guarantors with known encumbrances, if any me of E-| Price/EMD/ |Possession] Inspoction may give their objection to undersigned within 15
Auction | Bid increase | (Symbolic|date & Time| | (Fifteen) daye from puthoation of b Public failing which my client will
‘Amount | Physica complete the further transactions presuming that, there is no right, itle,
- . interest of any third persons in the said properties or if having some|
1[Borrower: Ms HindustanEquitable Morlgage of Land and 35,78,561.00/08.09.2026| Rs. 44,44,0001- | Physical |14.08.2026| | rights have wilfully surendered the same. Hence thereafter no complaint
Enterprises, Prop. Mohd. Wasim S/o|situated at H. No. 15 (H. No. 14 as per Titimma),| + Intt. & other | 02:00 PM o or objection whatsoever from any person/s will not be entertained, which
Chunnu R/o 28/7, Gora Bazar, Distt|Chhota Ghosiyana, Malikmau Road, Vill, P.O. &| charges (minus | 10 06:00 | Rs. 4,44,400% 07.00.2026|  |ploase take note.
Raebareli-229001 Distt. Raebareli. Area: 164.76 Sq.Mtr. Owner:| amountifany |  py EMD) betvsen SCHEDULE OF PROPERTIES:
Guarantor: Mrs. Rukhsana W/o|Ruksana W/o Mohd. Waseem. Bounded by paid after the Rs. 10,0001 10:00 AM All that piece and Parcel of the Amenity Space Admeasuring 40.16|
Mohd. Wasim Rio 28/7, Gora Bazar |East: House Abdul Wahid alias Laddan; West:|demand notice or| (Bid Inerease oioopm| [Bissa, outof
Distt. Raebareli-229001 House Lal; North: Malikmau Road; South:| possession ‘Amount) ) Gata No. 1327 situate at Village Pindrai, Parganah Kolsala, Tahsil
House of owner of Mama Transport. notice) Pindra, District Varanasi, Regional Development Authrity, and the partic-
2 M/s Kanhaiya of Plot no. 1888, Total Area 1.027 Hect.,|Rs. 84,16,666.70(08.09.2026|Rs. 24,99,000/- 14.08.2026 ulars of the same are as
;::«:L :m:dwv- ?ug';:nasg:;‘ Sé; ﬂrﬂaf Purchased area 0.2530 Hect. situated at Village C;;pg"g 5%3\%; 02:00 PM RP) o under,
: Vill- ura, | il ! 07.09.2026| -
Dalmau Road, Racbarel- 220204 | ooura H2r%0- Pargana & Fehsi Daimay, DISt| “amount fany. | t© 1600 | Re. 29,9007 T Mse o T T —
Guarantor: Mr. Hajari Lal S/o Mr,| it i3 g | paid after the EMD) 10:00Am | |[no:|Gata no. |in Hec| Bissa.
Kanhaiya Lal RIo Vill. DeenganjKandhai. Bounded by:- East: Khet of Rajan;|demand notice or Rs. 10,000~ P . .
Joti West: 3.0 mtr wide Jharha chauraha link marg possession i to il | Shri Naman Infracity Pvt. Ltd. &|
yamau, Bheemganj Dalmau,| 9 i (Bid Increase 1. 1827 40.16 :
Raebareli—229207 North: Khetof Arjun; South: Khet of Seller. Nofice) Amount) 5% Maruti Estate Developers.
Note: Notice for 154 I Rule 6(2) &8(6) of th act. 40.16
For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in Bank of Baroda secured website ie
www.bankofbaroda.in/ & Baanknet website: https://baanknet.com. Also, prospective bidders may contact the authorised| [=] ho sait et rmcollectvely bounded esiydeq

SCAN HERE

possession at his/own risk & responsibility. (B) Bank will hand over
not claim physical possession from the Bank. (C) Bank will not be responsible or duty bound for handing over of physical possesswm. (n) Successful Auction
Purchaser will not be entitied to claim any interest, in any case of return of money. (E) Successful Auction Purchaser has to submit the Declaration Cum
Undertaking confirming the above terms & condition immediately after e-Auction. (F) Subsequent to sale if successful bidder fails to submit Declaration Cum
Undertaki

e bid EMD amount will be fo

lace Raebareli

Other Terms & Conditions (For Symbollc Posssssion Only): (A Property is in Symbolic Possession and Bidder s purchasing the property n symbolic

rfeited

only and

ful Aut il

South: Gata No. 1329
West Gata No. 1328
North: Gata No. 1329
Varanasi

Date 03.08.2026 Adv. Satish Kumar Chaturvedi,
Saket Nagar, Varanasi-221005

Mob.no.- 9336903084

Email: advsatishc@gmail.com




