
WedNeSday,auguST19, 2026 7THeINdIaNexpreSS Politics

jktLFkku ds jkT;iky egksn; dh vksj ls Hkjriqj fodkl izkf/kdj.k] esa mi;qDr Js.kh
,oa fofHkUu foHkkxksa esa , ,oa ,, Js.kh esa iathd`r laosndksa ls fu/kkZfjr izi= esa bZ&izksD;ksjesUV
izfØ;k ls dqy 01 dk;Z gsrq vkWuykbZu fufonk,a vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSA

mDr dk;ksZ dk foLr`r fooj.k] fufonk 'krsZ] vuqekfur ykxr jkf'k] fufonk cspus] izkIr
d j u s , o a [ k k s y u s d h f n u k a d v k f n l E i w . k Z f o o j . k o s o l k b Z V
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, www.urban.rajasthan.gov.in/uitbharatpur ,oa
http://sppp.raj.nic.inportal ij ns[kk tk ldrk gSA

fufonk ls lacaf/kr fdlh Hkh izdkj dk la'kks/ku http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ,oa
http://sppp.raj.nic.inportal dk voyksdu djsaA

UBNNo. :WAQ2627WLOB00115

Raj.Samwad/C/26/10278

HarikishanSharma
NewDelhi,August 18

TOTAL CONTRIBuTIONS to
thePrimeMinister’sCitizenAs-
sistance and Relief in emerg-
ency Situations Fund (PM
CAReS Fund) fell to Rs 479.96
crore in financialyear2024-25.
Its closing balance, however,
touched an all-time high of Rs
8,452.06croreasthespending,
too, fell to a five-year lowofRs
87.85 lakh.
According to the latest Re-

ceipt and Payment Accounts
(Audited) statement available
onthePMCAReSFundportal,
domesticdonationsaccounted
for Rs 479.04 crore of the total
contributionswhileforeigndo-
nationsaddeduptoaboutRs92

lakh.TheFundalsoreceivedRs
475.14croreas interest income
(Rs 469.37 crore from fixedde-
posits,Rs 5.76 crore fromregu-
lar accounts), about Rs 13.49
lakh as refund of tax deducted
at source (TDS) on interest on
fixeddeposits frombanks,and
Rs324.65croreas“refundfrom
implementingagencies”.
Meanwhile,thetotalspend-

ing fell toRs87.85 lakh, includ-

ing Rs 87.84 lakh on the PM
CAReS for Children Scheme
andRs451asbankchargesand
SMS charges. The total spend-
ingwas Rs 15.59 crore in 2023-
24; Rs 437.87 crore in 2022-23;
Rs3,716.29crorein2021-22;and

Rs3,976.17crore in2020-21.
Theclosingbalancetouched

an all-timehigh of Rs 8,452.06
crore at the end of 2024-25,
markinganincreaseof17.83per
centascomparedtotheclosing
balance of Rs 7,173.03 crore at
theendof2023-24.
The contributions to the

Fund peaked in 2020-21, the
yearsawtheoutbreakofthesec-
ond Covid wave, when it re-
ceived Rs 7,183.77 crore as do-
mesticdonationsandRs494.93
crore as foreign donations. In
2021-22, it got Rs 1,896.76 crore
as domestic donations andRs
40.12 crore as foreign dona-
tions;in2022-23,itgotRs909.64
crore as domestic donations
andRs2.57 croreas foreigndo-
nations;andin2023-24,itgotRs
681.81 crore as domestic dona-

tionsandRs1.13croreasforeign
donations.
At the end of 2019-20, the

closingbalancewasRs3,076.62
crore.ThisincreasedtoRs7,014
crore at the endof 2020-21, fell
to Rs 5,415.65 crore in 2021-22,
andthenclimbedtoRs6,283.68
in 2022-23, Rs 7,173.03 crore in
2023-24, andRs 8,452.06 crore
in2024-25.
The PM CAReS Fund was

registered as a public chari-
table trust under theRegistra-
tion Act, 1908, on March 27,
2020 -- days after the country
went into a lockdown in the
wake of Covid-19. The Prime
Minister is theex-officiochair-
manoftheFund,whiletheDe-
fenceMinister,HomeMinister
and Finance Minister are ex-
officio trustees.

lContributionsreceivedinthePMCARESFund
andclosingbalance (amount inRsCrore)

Receipts OOppeenniinngg
BBaallaannccee

TToottaall
RReecceeiippttss

TToottaall
PPaayymmeennttss

CClloossiinngg
BBaallaanncceeDDoommeessttiicc FFoorreeiiggnn

2019-20 3076.85 0.39 0 3076.62 0.0002 3076.62
2020-21 7183.77 494.93 3076.62 10990 3976.17 7013.99
2021-22 1896.76 40.12 7013.99 9131.94 3716.29 5415.65
2022-23 909.64 2.57 5415.65 6721 437.87 6283.68
2023-24 681.81 1.13 6283.68 7188.63 15.59 7173.03
2024-25 479.04 0.92 7173.03 8452.94 0.87 8452.06

Total balanceat
anall-timehigh
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ATeAMof the Gujarat Police
onMondaysearched theDelhi
home of independent journal-
ist Ravi Nair and seized three
laptops, two phones and an
iPad. The seized devices alleg-
edly included those belonging
toNair’s sonandacolleagueof
the journalist’s.
Nairisfacingchargesofdefa-

mationandforgeryinAhmeda-
bad followingacomplaint over
a news report and posts on X
abouttheAdaniGroup.
OnAugust 11, GujaratHigh

Court had refused to quash an
FIRregisteredbytheAhmeda-
badDetectionofCrimeBranch
(DCB) against Nair onMay 29
this year over an article pub-
lished inTheWashingtonPost,
whichhadalleged thatLife In-
surance Corporation of India
(LIC) had been directed to
make large investments in
AdaniGroupcompanies.
Thecomplainantinthecase

is Dushyant Vijaybhai Joshi,
representing Adani Ports and
Special economic Zones Ltd
(APSeZ). TheHCheld that the
allegationsintheFIRwerema-
teriallydifferentfromanearlier
privatedefamationcomplaint,
andprima facie indicated cog-
nizable offences that required
investigation. TheGujarat Po-
lice teamwasaccompaniedby
personnelfromtheDelhiPolice
duringthesearch.Nairwasnot
athomeat the time.
AseniorofficialoftheGuja-

ratPolicesaid thataunitof the
forcehad seized the electronic
devices fromNair’s Delhi resi-
denceaspartoftheirinvestiga-
tion into the FIR following the
HC’s order lastweek, based on
a warrant issued by a Magis-
trateCourt inAhmedabad.
Nair’scolleaguetoldTheIn-

dian Express that she was at
Nair’s residence with his son
whenthepoliceteamarrivedat
2.40pmonMonday. “Theoffi-
cials showed us a search war-
rant and collected some
gadgets. Therewere three lap-
tops, twooldphones thatwere
kept in a cupboard, and one
iPad. The laptops belonged to
me andRavi’s son, whoworks
at a software company,” she
said.
She said the searchwas re-

cordedbyamember of thepo-
liceteam.Theofficialsalsoasked
them to sign somedocuments
before leavingaround6.40pm.
She saidNairhadbeencooper-
atingwith investigators. “How-
ever,neitherhissonnorIareac-
cused inanycase. I don’t know
why they took away our de-
vices”.
On August 11, Justice M R

MengdeyoftheHCrejectedthe
journalist’scontentionthatthe
FIR amounted to an abuse of
the legalprocess.
TheFIR, lodgedunder Sec-

tions 318(4), 336(2), 336(4) and
340(2) of the BharatiyaNyaya
Sanhita 2023 (BNS), relates to
an article published in The
WashingtonPostonOctober24,
2025. These sections deal with
cheating;alteringordestroying
a valuable security; forgery,
which is intended, or known
likely,toharmthereputationof
aparty;andfraudulentlyordis-
honestly using a forged docu-
ment or electronic record as
genuine. The FIR said the ar-
ticle had alleged that the gov-
ernment andLIChaddirected
investmentsoflargefundsinto
AdaniGroupcompanies.

Gujarat Police
seizes phones,
laptops from
journalist Ravi
Nair’s Delhi home

Naidu: 34%quota for
BackwardClasses
in local bodypolls
Hyderabad:TheAndhra Pra-
desh government has an-
nounced 34% reservation for
BackwardClasses(BC)commu-
nities in the local body polls,
whichare likely tobeheld later
this year. Apprising the Legis-
lativeAssemblyinAmaravatiof
theCabinet’sdecisionsonTues-
day,ChiefMinisterNChandra-
babuNaidusaidwhile34%res-
ervationwill be given toBCs in
rurallocalbodies,theywillhave
33.33% quota in urban local
bodies. Besides, election of
MayorsandMunicipalChairper-
sonsinurbanlocalbodieswillbe
conductedthroughdirectpolls.
NaidusaidthattheTDP-led

NDA government is fulfilling
its2024electionpromiseof in-
creasing the BC reservation in
localbodies from20%to34%.
Hesaid the issueaboutcor-

recting the injustice done to
BCs under the previous
government.ENS

SCcollegiumapproves sixHC judges
NewDelhi:TheSupremeCourt
collegiumonTuesdayapproved
the appointment of four advo-
catesasjudgesoftheOrissaHigh
Court andof anadvocate anda
judicial officer as judges of the
Gauhati HC. “The SC colle-
gium...hasapprovedthepropo-
sal for appointment of the fol-

lowingadvocatesasjudgesofthe
HCofOrissa: SasmitaTripathy,
AdityaNarayanDas,RajjeetRoy
andGautamMisra,”saidastate-
ment. Italsoapprovedappoint-
mentofadvocateNchumbemo
Mozhui and judicial officer
HelenDawngliani as judges of
theGauhatiHC.PTI

Chennai: Maternity leave for
TamilNadu state government
employees will be increased
fromthecurrent12weeksto365
days in thecaseof a thirdchild,
Minister forHumanResource
Management D Sarathkumar
toldAssemblyonTuesday.

Currently,marriedwomen
government employees with
fewer than two children are
granted 365 days ofmaternity
leave, while thosewith two or
more surviving childrengetup
to12weeksofmaternityleave.

—PTI

TNto revisematernity leave to 1 year
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