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Israeli troops enter Lebanese 
village, built an earthen barrier

BEIRUT: Israeli troops entered the 
southern Lebanese village of Zawtar 

al-Gharbiya and built an earthen barrier 
overnight, Lebanese state media and the 

mayor said Saturday. The village was 
designated a “pilot zone” under a June 

US-sponsored agreement requiring 
Lebanon to disarm Hezbollah and Israel to 

withdraw gradually. The Lebanese army 
deployed there on July 21, allowing around 

50 families to return. 

Hamas: Still ready to go ahead 
with US-backed Gaza plan
GAZA CITY: Hamas said on Saturday that 
it remains ready to implement the 
US-backed Gaza peace plan and urged 
Washington to pressure Israel to move to 
its second phase. The plan calls for 
Hamas and other militants to surrender 
weapons to a Palestinian governing 
committee, alongside an Israeli 
withdrawal from much of Gaza. Israel, 
however, says it did not agree to the 
latest draft. 

UAE says Iran of tanker attack 
as Strait talks show progress

DUBAI

THE UAE accused Iran on Saturday of  
targeting a tanker belonging to its 
state-owned oil company in the Strait 
of  Hormuz, even as both Iran and 
Oman suggested talks on administer-
ing the vital waterway were progress-
ing. Iran has imposed an effective 
blockade of  the strait and wants to 
charge users for passage, repeatedly at-
tacking ships it accuses of  attempting 
to circumvent its preferred route.

The US vehemently opposes any Ira-
nian tolls in the strait, though a June 
deal struck by the warring 
parties does allow Tehran to 
hammer out arrangements 
for the “future administra-
tion” of  Hormuz in dialogue 
with fellow coastal state 
Oman. The United Arab 
Emirates’ foreign ministry on Satur-
day condemned what it called a “hos-
tile Iranian attack that targeted a tank-
er belonging to ADNOC (Abu Dhabi 
National Oil Company) with a missile 
while it was transiting the Strait of  
H o r m u z ,  w i t h o u t  c a u s i n g 
casualties”. 

Later on Saturday, the United King-
dom Maritime Trade Operations (UK-
MTO) said a ship was hit by a projec-
tile off  Oman in the Strait of  Hormuz, 
causing a fire that was extinguished 
but no casualties. It was unclear wheth-
er they were referring to the same ship.  

Oman’s foreign ministry on Saturday 
condemned “repeated attacks on ves-
sels transiting the Strait of  Hormuz”, 
without naming Iran.

Iran’s politburo-like body known as 
the Supreme National Security Council 
said the Strait of  Hormuz will not open 
until the United States “corrects its be-
haviour,” issuing new demands that 
could shake up talks on a deal to manage 
the waterway and traffic on it. Iran’s 
state broadcaster published the state-
ment by the council’s secretary, Moham-
mad Bagher Zolghadr, who is also a com-
mander in the powerful Revolutionary 

Guard. 
The US must never threat-

en Iran again, the statement 
said, and must permanently 
end the war with Iran and its 
armed allies in the region. 
The US must lift the naval 

blockade of  Iranian ports and with-
draw its military from the area. It also 
must “completely compensate” Iran 
for war damage, lift sanctions and “un-
conditionally” release frozen assets.

Oil spill spreads rapidly
Satellite images reviewed by The As-
sociated Press show that a sanctioned 
tanker carrying nearly a million bar-
rels of  oil appears to be increasingly 
submerged in water off  the coast of  
Oman, where it has been grounded for 
weeks, while leaking ever more oil into 
the surrounding sea. AP/AFP

Will open Hormuz if the US mends, says Iran; ship hit off Oman, catches fire

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian (centre) attending a press conference in the capital Tehran |  AFP

 THREE U.S. ALLIES BUILD A NEW 
REGIONAL SECURITY PARTNERSHIP 

AMID THE IRAN CONFLICT

3 COUNTRIES 
Saudi Arabia | Turkey | 

Pakistan

NATO-STYLE CLAUSE 
Attack on one = attack on all
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Nearly 6 months of war

Iran disrupting Hormuz traffic

Houthis disrupting Red  
Sea shipping

US struggling to stop Iranian 
drones and missiles

Regional powers reassessing 
reliance on Washington

Unlikely, analysts say

Turkey and Pakistan are 
expected to push diplomacy 

rather than retaliatory strikes

A new regional security 
architecture — less 

dependent on the US and 
opposed to both Iranian 

hegemony and Israeli 
paramountcy
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