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Indore: Around 32 passengers
were injured after a speeding
sleeper bus crashed into a divi-
der on National Highway 52
near Tukrana Jod in Shajapur
district around 3:30 am on 
Sunday.

The vehicle driver and clea-
ner suffered serious injuries
and were referred to Indore af-
ter receiving primary
treatment at Shajapur
district hospital.

The Patidar Travels
sleeper bus was travel-
ling from Guna to Indo-
re when the accident
occurred near the Sha-
japur bypass. The driver lost
control of  the vehicle and it
rammed into the divider. The
collision was so severe that the
front portion of  the bus was
badly damaged.

After receiving informa-
tion about the crash, Dial-112

teams from Lalghati and Sune-
ra police stations reached the
spot along with a High-
way-1033 team. The driver was
trapped inside the bus after the
impact and could not get out on
his own. Police and rescue per-
sonnel managed to pull him
out after considerable effort.
The cleaner was also seriously
injured in the accident.

Subsequently, injured pas-
sengers were taken to
Shajapur district hospi-
tal for treatment. The
driver and cleaner, who-
se condition was consi-
dered serious, were gi-
ven primary treatment
before being referred to

Indore for further medical 
care.

Police said the exact reason
behind the bus going out of
control was not immediately
clear. The circumstances lea-
ding to the accident were being
investigated.

32 passengers injured
after bus hits divider
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His persistence drew atten-
tion from industrialist
Anand Mahindra, Mad-

hya Pradesh chief  minister Mo-
han Yadav, and thousands of  so-
cial media users who praised
his grassroots environmental
action.

The momentum intensified
when cricket legend Kevin Pie-
tersen shared Bittu’s story on
Instagram, calling the effort
“heroic” and saying it “deserves
international recognition“. Pie-
tersen highlighted how the
young man entered the river
barefoot and without protective
gear and yet took the initiative
rather than waiting for author-
ities. 

Shortly thereafter, Boyan
Slat, whose organisation devel-
ops technology to remove plas-
tic from oceans and rivers, re-
sponded to a post about Bittu’s
work with a succinct invitation:
“Come work for us.”

For Bittu, the prospect of
joining The Ocean Cleanup’s
mission has been exhilarating.
“My aim was never personal
credit but to inspire others,” he
said, noting that if  a 21-year-old
can clean a river alone, commu-
nities can do far more together.

His journey—from a lone
cleanup drive in a small town to
an international job offer—un-
derscores how individual ac-
tion, amplified by social media,
can catalyse global environ-
mental engagement. TNN

Cricket legend Kevin Pietersen
calls Bittu’s efforts ‘heroic’
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Indore: Over 125 special tra-
ins will be operated by Rail-
ways to accommodate pil-
grims for Simhastha 2028 in
Ujjain.

“Over 125 special trains
will link Ujjain, Indore, and
nearby cities. Plans are also
underway to regularize seve-
ral existing special trains ori-
ginating from Indore. Railwa-
ys will focus on ensuring nor-
mal fare structures so that ad-
ditional financial burden is
not passed onto commuters
and pilgrims,” Railway Bo-
ard chairman Satish Kumar
said while reviewing ongoing
rail infrastructure projects
in Indore on Sunday.

Kumar inspected the pro-
gress of  redevelopment pro-
ject at Indore railway station,
Shastri Bridge overbridge si-
te and key regional rail corri-
dors. He directed officials to

expedite work on Indore-
–Manmad, Indore–Khandwa
and Indore–Ujjain railway li-
nes to improve regional capa-
city ahead of  the mega reli-
gious event.

He said that artificial in-
telligence-enabled CCTV ca-
meras featuring facial recog-
nition and scanning capabili-

ties would be deployed at
stations to enhance security
and track suspicious
activity.

“The updated redevelop-
ment master plan for Indore
station will be submitted to
the Railway Board for final
administrative clearance,”
he said.

Rly Board Chairman Reviews Projects In Indore

125 special trains to be
run for Simhastha ’28

Railway Board chairman Satish Kumar at Indore railway station on Sunday

Pravin Barnale 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK Barwani: Members of  tri-
bal organisations blocked
the Khetia-Sendhwa high-
way on Sunday, demanding
action against those respon-
sible for the death of  a Class
9 tribal girl at a govt hostel in
Pansemal subdivision.

Protesters placed the
girl’s body on the highway,
disrupting movement of  he-
avy vehicles for seven hours.
The blockade was lifted after
officials assured protesters
of  a detailed investigation
according to the submitted
memorandum.

Pansemal police station
in charge Vijay Rawat said
the student, Nirjala Waska-
le, was found hanging in her
room at Govt Kanya Shiksha
Parisar in Takli on Saturday.
Hostel staff  took her to govt
hospital in Pansemal, where
she was declared dead.

Police said Nirjala had
joined the hostel just two da-

ys earlier, arriving from
Khoda Mohali village, and
that her family had asked
hostel management to take
special care of  her as she
was reportedly upset over an
unspecified issue.

Nirjala’s father, Dilip
Waskale, alleged discrepan-
cies in the timeline claiming
his daughter died around
3.30 pm but was taken to ho-
spital only an hour later,
with the family informed at
5 pm and alleged that eviden-
ce may have been tampered
with.

Tribal groups block
highway after girl's
death at govt hostel
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The protest hit movement of
heavy vehicles for seven hours
on Khetia-Sendhwa highway 

Indore: Ratlam police have
registered a case against the
owner of  a showroom after a
36-year-old Anganwadi work-
er succumbed to burn injuries
at a private hospital in Indore

on Saturday,
five days after
her 16-year-old
daughter died
following a fire
that broke out
inside their

home in Ratlam’s Vindhyava-
sini Colony.

“On complaint of  the wom-
an’s family members, a case
has been registered against
Sonu Vyas, owner of  Balaji
communication showroom in

Ratlam under section 106 (1) of
the BNS for causing death by a
negligent act, on Saturday late

on Aug 19 after an e-scooter
kept inside the house explod-
ed, leaving the woman, Bindu-
kuwar, and her younger
daughter Antim severely
burnt. The elder daughter, Vi-
jay Lakshmi, had escaped
with minor injuries.

Bindukuwar died around 4
pm on Saturday while under-
going treatment in Indore. Her
body was taken to Tamboliya
village near Raoti and last
rites were performed on Sun-
day. Antim’s last rites had also
been performed at the village
after her death on Tuesday.

According to the family,
Bindukuwar and her two
daughters were asleep in a
room when they woke up after
smoke filled the house. 

night,” said DIG Nimish Agar-
wal.

The fire had erupted late

E-scooter blast deaths: Case registered 

Indore: A 65-year-old woman, who had suffered severe burns
after a gas stove flared up while she was cooking, died during
treatment at MY Hospital on Saturday.

The woman, identified as Tejubai, was preparing dalia (thooli)
on a small LPG cylinder in a rented room in Bajrang Nagar on Aug
24 when the gas suddenly flared up. She fell and her clothes
caught fire, leaving her with severe burn injuries. She was rushed
to MY Hospital, where she died during treatment.

According to her family, construction work was underway at
her house, following which she had rented a room nearby. She
was alone at home when the accident occurred as her son and
other family members had gone to work. Her husband had died
earlier due to illness. TNN

Woman dies after suffering severe
burns in gas stove accident

Traditional lime tech-
nology was being used
for its restoration,

with artisans from Chanderi
and Lalitpur using mixtures
of  lime, jaggery, methi, goo-
gal, urad water, brick powd-
er and sand.

The gateway and sur-
rounding complex, built
with basalt stone and bricks,
contain an arched entrance,
stone steps and carved stone
remnants. The site has un-
dergone restoration at differ-
ent periods, including dur-
ing Scindia rule and before
the 2004 Simhastha. TNN

Traditional lime
tech used for
restoration 
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The warning was is-
sued as a low-pres-

sure area persisted over
southwest Uttar Pradesh
and adjoining areas. Its
associated cyclonic cir-
culation extended up to
5.8 km above mean sea
level and was likely to
move east-northeast-
wards over the next 24
hours.

Several places re-
ceived moderate to heavy
rainfall in the 24 hours
ending 8.30am on Sunday.
Ghatigaon recorded
81.4mm rainfall. TNN

Several places
in MP record
heavy rainfall 
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He also sought to high-
light the contrast be-
tween the Centre’s

claims of  eliminating Naxal-
ism and expanding develop-
ment in affected areas and the
situation in Balaghat. He said
the ground reality in the dis-
trict showed that health, nu-
trition and basic infrastruc-
ture remained a serious con-
cern in tribal areas.

He also sought adequate
medicines, healthcare and
nutrition facilities and safe
drinking water in the affected
villages.

The Congress leader fur-
ther sought accountability of
officials responsible for the
implementation of  health
and welfare measures in the
region. He asked the Centre to
direct the Madhya Pradesh
govt to take time-bound and
effective action to prevent fur-
ther deaths.

The letter comes amid
growing concern over the re-
ported deaths of  Baiga chil-
dren in remote parts of  Ba-
laghat’s Birsa area, where
health officials have been in-
vestigating cases involving
malaria, malnutrition and
other illnesses. TNN

Cong leader seeks
adequate healthcare
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Indore: Indore excise depart-
ment has seized over 1,000 boxes
of  illicit liquor valued at more
than Rs 1 crore in two separate
raids over the weekend.

In a raid conducted along
the Bypass Road, excise offi-
cials inspected a container
vehicle and seized over 500
boxes of  foreign liquor ma-
nufactured in Haryana and
Punjab, with an estimated
market value of  Rs 55 lakh.
The container was impounded.

In another raid, excise teams
searched a commercial vehicle
moving from Panchmukhi Ha-

numan Temple toward the RTO
in Dev Nagar. Officials seized
500 boxes containing 180 ml bott-
les of  premium whiskey valued
at approximately Rs 45 lakh.

The department
has registered cases
under the Excise Act.
“The operation was ex-
ecuted under direc-
tions of  collector Shi-
vam Verma to dismant-
le interstate liquor

smuggling networks operating
in the region,” assistant excise
commissioner Abhishek Tiwa-
ri said. TNN

Illicit liquor worth
over `̀1 crore seized

Indore: Directorate of  Reve-
nue Intelligence (DRI) offi-
cials seized a high-grade
leopard skin and detained
four members of  a poaching
syndicate in Sidhi district.

Acting on precise intelli-
gence, DRI officials stopped
an SUV bearing MP registra-
tion and detained two per-
sons found in possession of
the leopard skin.
The operation was
executed under
Section 50(1)(c) of
the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, which places leop-
ards under Schedule I—s-
trictly prohibiting the trade,
possession, or sale of  their
skin and body parts, as per
the official press release.

Following the informa-
tion revealed by the duo dur-
ing interrogation, the offi-
cials carried out a joint
search operation along with
Sidhi forest department and

detained two more syndi-
cate members. 

Searches at residential
premises linked to the sus-
pects yielded critical evi-
dence documenting illegal
poaching, transportation,
and proposed commercial
sale of  the wildlife parts.

The four detained indi-
viduals, along with the
seized leopard skin and the
vehicle used for transporta-

tion, have been
handed over to
the Sidhi dis-
trict forest de-

partment for legal prosecu-
tion under the Wildlife (Pro-
tection) Act.

Highlighting the success
of  the operation, DRI offi-
cials reiterated their com-
mitment to protecting In-
dia’s biodiversity by dis-
mantling national and inter-
national illegal wildlife
networks through coordi-
nated, intelligence-led en-
forcement.

Leopard skin seized,
four of poaching

syndicate detained 
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Ujjain: A resident of  Betul
was taken into custody for
making objectionable com-
ments on the social media
page of  Shri Tilbhandesh-
war Mahadev Mandir in 
Tarana.

According to station ho-
use officer R N S Bhadauri-
ya, a written complaint was
submitted by Mahant of
Shri Tilbhandeshwar Ma-
hadev Mandir, Om Bharti,
stating that some person
was making objectional
comments and using obsce-
ne language on temple’s of-
ficial Instagram page.

Police with assistance
of  cyber technical team
identified the accused as
Saiyad Akram, a resident
of  Betul district and detai-
ned him. TNN

Man detained
for obscene
remarks on

temple’s page 

ROAD SURCHARGE
A Road Surcharge of Re 2 will 
be applicable on the edition 

for all location except 
Indore. Mhow, Sagore, 
Dewas and Ujjain. This 

surcharge will be in addition 
to the regular cover price 
printed on the masthead.
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