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Advanced tech to tackle 
man-animal conflict: Min
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Palakkad 

THE FOREST department will 
be comprehensively modernised 
by adopting advanced technolo-
gies, equipment and systems to 
effectively address the growing 
human-wildlife conflict in the 
state, Forest Minister Shibu 
Baby John said.

Speaking at the convocation 
ceremony held after the passing-
out parade of  newly trained 
Beat Forest Officers at the Wala-
yar Forest Training Centre 
on Thursday, the minister 
said personnel deployed 
to deal with wild ani-
mals would be provided 
with adequate safety 
equipment. Modern ve-
hicles, including All-Ter-
rain Vehicles (ATVs), and 
other protective gear would also 
be made available to forest staff, 
he said.

A total of  148 Beat Forest Of-
ficers -- 55 men and 93 women -- 
completed nine months of  train-
ing, comprising six months of  
forestry training and three 
months at the police academy. 

The training included forest-re-
lated subjects, physical fitness, 
discipline, karate, yoga, first aid 
and personality development. 

The minister said a lasting so-
lution to human-wildlife conflict 
could be achieved only by in-
volving people living in hilly re-
gions and securing their coop-
eration. Unlike conventional 
forces tasked with enforcing 
laws, the forest department has 
the additional responsibility of  
protecting nature, he said.

Rs 30cr projects launched 
Forest and Wildlife Min-

ister Shibu Baby John 
laid the foundation stone 
for three major infra-
structure projects at the 
Walayar Forest Training 

Centre on Thursday, aimed 
at upgrading the institution 

to international standards. The 
projects, being implemented 
with NABARD assistance at a to-
tal cost of  Rs 30 crore, include a 
new academic block, trainees’ 
hostel and executive hostel which 
will be constructed at a cost of  Rs 
11.94 crore, Rs 9.23 crore and Rs 
8.77 crore, respectively. 

BJP ousted in Paralam, alleges 
‘unholy deal’ between UDF & LDF
Congress, CPM and CPI joined hands to oust BJP administration: BJP state vice-president

M  K  S A J E E V K U M A R  @Thrissur

THE BJP has alleged that the 
UDF and LDF joined hands to 
oust its administration in Par-
alam panchayat, describing the 
move as an “unholy deal for 
power”.

Reacting to the passage of  the 
no-confidence motion against 
the BJP administration, BJP 
state vice-president Adv K K 
Aneesh Kumar said Paralam 
was the latest example of  the 
Congress, CPM and CPI joining 
hands with “anyone” to grab 
power.

The 17-member panchayat 
committee has six members 
each from the BJP and UDF and 
five from the LDF. The no-confi-
dence motion moved by the UDF 
was passed 10-6, with one vote 
declared invalid. The invalid 
vote was cast by UDF member 
Rinsi Shabu.

Aneesh Kumar said the BJP 
was the single largest party in 
the previous local body election 

and claimed that the people had 
brought it to power in Paralam. 
He alleged that the CPM, which 
has two members, and the CPI, 
which has three, joined hands 
with the Congress to bring down 
the BJP administration.

He claimed that there had 
been no allegation of  corrup-
tion, even involving a single ru-
pee, against the BJP administra-
tion and that there was no 
administrative deadlock. Ac-
cording to him, several develop-
ment initiatives were under way 
during the BJP’s brief  tenure. 
“This is not politics but a deal 

for power,” Aneesh Kumar 
said.

The BJP leader also alleged
that the Congress, CPM and CPI 
had abandoned the political pro-
priety they had maintained in 
the past in Thrissur and Thiru-
vananthapuram corporations. 
He demanded that CPM state 
secretary M V Govindan and 
CPI state secretary Binoy 
Viswam take action 
against their respective 
members who support-
ed the Congress-spon-
sored no-confidence 
motion contrary to the 
parties’ stated positions.

Aneesh Kumar also criti-
cised Congress workers who, he 
said, invoke the names of  slain 
party workers Kripesh and Sar-
ath Lal while engaging in what 
he ter med opportunistic 
politics.

He demanded that the Con-
gress and LDF clarify whether 
the developments in Paralam 
represented a political alliance 

or an “unholy deal” aimed at 
capturing power.

The BJP had come to power in 
Paralam after a crucial develop-
ment during the election of  the 
panchayat president, when a 
UDF member’s vote was de-
clared invalid, enabling the BJP 
to avoid a draw of  lots. Anitha 
Prasannan was subsequently 

elected BJP president.
The BJP had claimed 

that several development 
projects were initiated 
during its tenure, be-
sides steps to implement 

projects using the special 
development fund of  Un-

ion Minister of  State Suresh 
Gopi.

With the no-confidence mo-
tion now passed, a fresh political 
equation is expected to emerge 
in Paralam. The election of  the 
new panchayat president will be 
the next key step, with the stand 
of  the UDF and LDF likely to de-
termine the composition of  the 
next administration.

NH safety inspection flags lapses;  
collector directs urgent rectification
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Thrissur 

A JOINT safety inspection of  NH 
66 and 544 in Thrissur district has 
flagged several lapses, including 
inadequate directional and 
warning signboards, con-
struction debris on the 
highway, unauthorised 
parking and deficiencies 
in protective walls and 
patrol arrangements.

District Collector Shikha 
Surendran has directed the Na-
tional Highways Authority of  In-
dia (NHAI) and other depart-
ments concerned to take urgent 
steps to rectify the shortcomings 

identified during the inspection. 
The inspection was ordered at 

a meeting of  the District Safety 
Highway Task Force held at the 
Collectorate on September 5. A 

team comprising represent-
atives of  the Motor Vehi-
cle Department, police, 
local self-government 
institutions and NHAI 
was constituted to con-

duct a comprehensive 
safety audit of  all stretches 

of  NH 66 and NH 544 passing 
through the district.

During the inspection of  NH 
66, the team identified deficien-
cies in directional warning 

boards, reflective warning sign-
boards, removal of  construction 
debris, prevention of  unauthor-
ised parking, highway patrolling 
and protective walls fitted with 
reflectors.

Similar deficiencies were also 
reported on stretches of  NH 544, 
prompting the collector to direct 
NHAI and the departments con-
cerned to initiate immediate cor-
rective measures. 

The collector also instructed 
the authorities to complete the 
construction of  bus bays and ex-
pedite measures to remove unau-
thorised encroachments along 
the national highways.

Min: Devpt 
works will be 
expedited
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Thrissur

MINISTER for Youth Affairs 
and Sports and Kodungallur 
MLA O J Jeneesh has directed 
officials to expedite ongoing de-
velopment projects in the con-
stituency and ensure their 
timely completion.

A review meeting chaired by 
Jeneesh was held at the Kodun-
gallur Rest House to assess the 
progress of  various works be-
ing implemented by different 
departments. Executive engi-
neers of  the public works de-
partment’s Buildings and 
Roads divisions, Kerala Water 
Authority officials and repre-
sentatives of  the Muziris Herit-
age Project attended the 
meeting.

The minister reviewed the 
status of  ongoing construction 
and development works, and 
sought details from officials on 
their progress. He directed the 
departments concerned to re-
move bottlenecks, improve co-
ordination and complete the 
projects within the stipulated 
timelines.   

Tiger undergoing cancer  
treatment euthanised at zoo  

Thrissur: Nandu, a male 
tiger undergoing treatment 
at the Thrissur Zoological 
Park in Puthur following the 
diagnosis of oral cancer, 
was euthanised after its 
health deteriorated. Nandu
was rescued from Wayanad 
and brought to the 
zoological park, where he 
was treated under the 
supervision of veterinary 
experts after the detection 
of cancer.  Despite 
continued treatment, the 
tiger eventually became 
unable to eat and had 
health complications 
associated with the disease. 

Trapped in lift for 45 minutes,  
doctor rescued by fire force
Palakkad: A woman doctor was rescued by the fire and rescue 
services personnel after she was trapped inside a malfunctioning 
lift at a high-rise apartment complex at Ottapalam on Thursday. 
The incident occurred around 8 am when the doctor, a resident of 
the 17-storey apartment complex, was on her way down to leave 
for work. The lift stopped abruptly at the second floor due to a 
technical malfunction, leaving her trapped inside for nearly 45 
minutes.  The fire personnel used hydraulic cutters and spreaders 
to widen the lift doors and bring the doctor out.

Follow green protocol during  
Ganesholsavam: Collector
Palakkad: Ganesholsavam celebrations in the district should strictly 
adhere to the green protocol, and only idols and decorations made 
of eco-friendly materials should be used, District Collector Sudhir K 
has said.  Addressing a review meeting held ahead of 
Ganesholsavam on Thursday, the collector said idols should be made 
only using materials such as clay, soil and paper pulp, along with 
natural paints. The manufacture, sale and use of idols made of 
plaster of paris, plastic, thermocol and those painted with toxic 
chemical colours have been completely prohibited, he said. 

71 kg ganja seized at Palakkad  
rly station; 4 WB natives held
Palakkad: A joint team of the Railway Protection Force (RPF) and 
the excise department seized 71.067 kg of dry ganja estimated to 
be worth around Rs 35.53 lakh and arrested four persons at 
Palakkad Junction in the early hours of Thursday. The arrested 
were identified as Mainul Islam, 21, Mannan Molla, 38, Tojammel 
S K, 36, and Nur Islam, 19, all natives of Murshidabad in West 
Bengal. The four were found carrying backpacks allegedly 
containing nine bundles of ganja each. 

Key member of drug network held
Thrissur: Wadakkanchery police and DANSAF team have arrested a key 
member of a drug trafficking network allegedly operating from 
Bengaluru and supplying large quantities of synthetic drugs to 
Keralam. The accused – Aroodas, 33, of Thekkepuram, Kunnamkulam 
– was arrested from Bengaluru by a special investigation team. The 
breakthrough came during the investigation into the arrest of 
Sharathmon, 37, of Chittanjur, who was caught in Wadakkanchery on 
August 9 with 154.27 g of MDMA. 
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Nandu, the tiger that was euthanised at  
the Thrissur Zoological Park

‘Digital arrest’ scam: Man held for 
transferring funds for commission

Thrissur: As part of the ongoing investigation into the 
‘digital arrest’ scam in which an 85-year-old was 

defrauded of Rs 4.11 crore, the Thrissur Rural Cyber Crime 
police have arrested a Kannur native for receiving and 

transferring the money.  The accused, Subin Augustine, 
38, of Payyavoor was taken into custody from Chennai 

airport. According to police, Subin received Rs 30 lakh of 
the fraud proceeds in his bank account and transferred 

the money to the main accused. 

Pvt bus operators warn of indefinite 
strike if demands not met
Palakkad: The Kerala Bus Transport Association (KBTA) 
members took out a march to the Palakkad Collectorate 
on Thursday as part of preparations for an indefinite 
strike demanding government intervention to address 
the crisis faced by the private bus sector.  Addressing the 
protest, KBTA state secretary Gokulam Gokuldas said 
the government should take immediate steps to sustain 
the private bus industry, which provides direct and 
indirect employment to lakhs of people.  

EXPRESS READ

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
Participated in the closing ceremony of the Kerala Police annual sports meet held at 
Thiruvananthapuram Chandrasekharan Nair Stadium. The active participation of person-
nel who uphold excellence and discipline in the sports arena is highly commendable. 
Heartfelt congratulations to the winners of the competitions and to all who participated.
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For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission  / Opening, viewing and downloading of e-tenders, 
please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in

Tamil Nadu Power Generation Corporation Ltd
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Specification 
No.

Tender Inviting 
Authority

Name of the Work

001 CE / MTS
Supply of Heavy Furnace Oil for all Thermal Power Stations of 
TNPGCL for the year 2026-27

01
CE /  

MTS & GTS
USTPP stage I (2 x 660 MW)- lifting and disposal of dry fly ash  
quantity of  10,90,800 MT per annum for a period of two years.

DIPR/2826/Tender/2026


