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Tata Sons narrows...
NARENDRAN: THE TATA

INSIDER: Narendran has
emerged as the name most
consistently mentioned in ear-
ly discussions and remains the
strongest internal operating
candidate. A Tata Steel veter-
an since 1988, Narendran has
spent more than three decades
with the group and has led the
steelmaker as CEO and MD for
more than a decade.

He has steered Tata Steel
through volatile global com-
modity cycles, heavy capital
expenditure and the difficult
European operations that have
been a challenge for successive
Tata Sons chairmen.

Narendran has overseen the
company’s organic and inor-
ganic expansion and has held
several prominent industry and
institutional positions, includ-
ing chairman of the World Steel
Association and president of the
Confederation of Indian
Industry. He is reported to be
one of the two operating CEOs
-- the other being Tata Power’s
Praveer Sinha -- whom Noel
Tata regularly consults.

For Narendran, the challenge
would be to translate his expe-
rience of running a large Tata
operating company into man-
aging a sprawling portfolio
ranging from IT and automo-
biles to aviation, consumer
businesses and new-age man-
ufacturing.

AGRAWAL: THE FINANCE
OPTION: Agrawal represents a
distinctly finance- and strate-

gy-oriented internal option.
He joined Tata Sons in 2017

as Group CFO under
Chandrasekaran and current-
ly serves as Executive Director
and Group CFO. His responsi-
bilities extend beyond those of
a conventional CFO, including
capital allocation, investment-
management decisions and
portfolio optimisation across
the group.

An IIT Roorkee graduate with
a postgraduate management
degree from IIM Calcutta,
Agrawal began his career in
finance and investment bank-
ing in 1995.

He went on to head invest-
ment banking at DSP Merrill
Lynch, served as head of cor-
porate finance for India and
South Asia at Standard
Chartered and held a senior
strategy role at the Aditya Birla
Group before joining Tata Sons.

Agrawal had also advised
major Indian groups, includ-
ing the Tatas, on transactions
before joining the conglomer-
ate, giving him a combination
of external financial-market
experience and intimate
knowledge of the Tata Group’s
investment architecture.

He has held board positions
across the group, including Tata
Steel, Voltas and Tata Digital,
and chairs businesses includ-
ing Tata Capital, Tata Play, Tata
AIA Life Insurance, Tata AIG
General Insurance, Tata Power
Renewable Energy, Tata 1mg
and BigBasket.

Terrorist killed in J&K...
Although the operation is

faced with difficulties because
of incessant rain and visibility
reducing to as low as five
metres, the area is dominated
by the army and its Special
Forces to thwart any success-
ful escape attempt.

Yasir was gunned down by
the Army on Friday. 

According to the officials,
Yasir’s presence was first detect-
ed in 2024. Inputs suggest his
involvement in at least three
major terror incidents in 2024,
an ambush of an Indian Air
Force (IAF) convoy in Poonch
district, an attack on con-
struction workers near
Sonamarg, and an attack on
the Army in Bota Pathri. 

An IAF member was killed
and four others injured when
terrorists ambushed a convoy
of the force in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch district. The
attack took place near Shahsitar
in the Surankote area around
6.15 pm on May 4, 2024, when
the troops were returning to
their base at Sanai Top. 

Seven people, one of them a
local doctor, were gunned
down by a terrorist group on
October 20, 2024, at Gangangir
in Sonamarg.

Yasir was part of the terror
group led by Junai Ahmed Bhat,
a Lashkar-e-Taiba command-
er, who was shot dead by secu-
rity forces on December 3, 2024,
in Dachigam forest on the out-
skirts of Srinagar. 

On October 24, 2024, Yasir
and other terrorists ambushed
an Indian Army vehicle in the
Bota Pathri area near Gulmarg,
Jammu and Kashmir, killing
five people -- three soldiers and
two porters. 

The officials said Yasir had
crossed to the north of the Pir
Panjal range to meet Junaid, and

since the Boat Pathri encounter,
he and Musa, another Lashkar-
e-Taiba terrorist, had been hid-
ing in the Yusmarg and
Pulwama belts. They returned
south of the Pir Panjal range in
the Jammu region last year,
only to re-enter the Valley ear-
lier this month. 

The current operation was
launched after the army
tracked the movement of the
terror group advancing from
Ashdar Gali in Poonch towards
Pakherpora in Pulwama via
Yusmarg. Following the input,
Special forces and Indian Army
units laid an ambuscade along
the mountain passes at alti-
tudes ranging between 12,000
and 15,500 feet. 

A tight cordon was estab-
lished in the area on September
1, and initial contact was made
on September 3 at Ashdar Gali,
a remote alpine ridge.

According to the officials, the
encounter site is nearly five
hours from the Doodhpathri
area of Budgam and is extreme-
ly isolated.

“Based on specific intelli-
gence input, a joint search
operation was launched by the
Indian Army, J&K Police and
CRPF in Budgam. Vigilant
troops observed suspicious
activity, and upon being chal-
lenged, terrorists opened fire,
prompting a fierce exchange of
gunfire during which one ter-
rorist was neutralised and one
AK rifle was recovered,” the
Srinagar-based Chinar Corps
said on X on Friday. 

Reinforcements have been
deployed across the higher
reaches as combing operations
continue to track down Musa.
More troops have been ranged
along the Jammu side of the Pir
Panjal to block all possible
escape routes.

President Murmu honours 82...
educational development ini-
tiatives. “Her groundbreaking
community initiative, Nyota
Bhojan (now expanded
statewide), along with home
reading campaigns (Ghar-Ghar
Pustak Vachan), has driven 100
per cent FLN literacy in her
school, earning it the ‘Sugghar
Padhaiya’ Platinum Grade sta-
tus,” the award citation read.
Nyota Bhojan is a communi-
ty-sponsored meal initiative,
credited for improving student
nutrition in Yadav’s school.

Kunda Jayawant Bachhav
from Nashik in Maharashtra
has received the award for
bringing innovative and equal
learning opportunities to every
student. 

“Through her transforma-
tive ‘Educational Parenting’ ini-
tiative, she has provided finan-
cial and academic support to
over 150 underprivileged girls,
preventing early marriages and
opening pathways to higher
education. Her efforts in mobil-

ising over Rs 55 lakh in com-
munity and CSR support and
mentoring students to achieve
national awards highlight her
exceptional commitment to
holistic development, com-
munity trust and inclusive
nation-building,” the citation
read. 

Ravi Jaiswal of the
Government Model High
School, Chandigarh, has
received the honour for his
innovative pedagogy, high-
lighted by his creation of low-
cost, scalable solutions like the
CV Raman Dome Theatre, a
Mobile Science Lab on a cart
and an interactive outdoor
Science and Knowledge Park
built using recycled materials. 

The dedicated outreach to
bring dropout and out-of-
school children from 60 vil-
lages back into the classroom
has earned Renu Tripathi from
Government Balika Inter
College, Ghaziabad, the nation-
al award.

MUMBAI, Sept 5 (PTI)

THE Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) has decid-
ed to bar Muslims from taking part in ‘gar-
ba’ and ‘dandiya’ events during next month’s
Navratri festival across Maharashtra, and
also set “guidelines” for the organisers to ver-
ify the Hindu identity of participants.

These measures include checking the
Aadhaar cards of attendees and applying
‘tilak’ on their foreheads. VHP spokesper-

son and joint secretary Shriraj Nair said the
organisation took the decision to prevent
participation of Muslim community mem-
bers in garba and dandiya events. “We have
taken a decision of not allowing participa-
tion of Muslims in garba-dandiya dance dur-
ing the Navratri festival,” Nair said. “Navratri
is not just about songs and dance. The fes-
tival is about worshipping the Goddess. Why
should Muslims, who are against idol wor-
ship, participate in the festival?” he said. 

NEW DELHI, Sept 5 (PTI)

CHIEF Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant
emphasised the importance of a cul-
ture of healthy disagreement and delib-
erations at the BRICS Chief Justices’
Forum here on Saturday.

Addressing the gathering of Heads
of Delegations and Delegates from the
BRICS Member States and Partner
Countries on the second day of the
BRICS Chief Justices’ Forum, the CJI
highlighted that timely and predictable
delivery of justice is necessary.

The gathering was also addressed by
judicial leaders from Brazil, Russia,
China, South Africa and other Member
and Partner Countries of the grouping.
Luiz Edson Fachin, President, Supreme
Federal Court of Brazil, addressed the
gathering virtually. 

Other judicial leaders like Igor
Krasnov, Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of the Russian Federation; Zhang
Jun, Chief Justice of China and President
of the Supreme People’s Court; Boulos

Gahmy Iskander Boulos, Chief Justice
of Egypt’s Supreme Constitutional
Court; and Sunarto, Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Indonesia, also
addressed the gathering. Some other
leaders who addressed the audience
included Mohammed Hamad Al Badi

Al Dhaheri, President of the
UAE Federal Supreme Court;
Andrei Shved, Chairman of

the SC of Belarus; Aslambek Mergaliyev,
Chairman of the Supreme Court of
Kazakhstan; Mahube Betty Molemela,
President of the Supreme Court of
Appeal of South Africa; Ayatollah
Gholam Hossein Mohseni-Eje'I, Chief
Justice of Iran; and Malikakhon
Kalandarova, Deputy Chairperson of
Uzbekistan’s SC. 

Addressing the gathering virtually, the
President of the Supreme Federal Court
of Brazil called for multipolarity and
greater International collaboration. 

He also emphasised that
International Law is of critical impor-
tance in the current period of global
instability and transition, and stressed
the need to uphold the rule of law in
the International order. 

CJI Kant highlights need
for culture of healthy 
disagreement, deliberation

MUMBAI, Sept 5 (IANS) 

IN A major step to improve trans-
parency, security and public confi-
dence in recruitment examinations,
the Maharashtra Government has con-
stituted a high-level committee to
undertake a comprehensive review of
the State's recruitment examination
system. 

The decision follows a high-level
meeting chaired by Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on August 12, dur-
ing which the State leadership called
for a complete review of recruitment
examination procedures. The General
Administration Department (GAD)
issued the Government Resolution (GR)
constituting the committee on
September 4. The move comes amid
controversies surrounding question
paper leaks in several competitive
examinations.

The newly-formed committee is
chaired by V Radha, Additional Chief

Secretary (Services), General
Administration Department. 

The seven-member panel compris-
es key administrative, security, tech-
nology, and academic leaders
Sadanand Date -- Director General of
Police, Maharashtra State -- Member,
Virendra Singh -- Secretary,
Department of Information Tech & AI
-- Member, Dr N Ramaswami --
Secretary, Animal Husbandry, Dairying
& Fisheries Department -- Member
Secretary, Pravin Gedam -- DCr, Nashik
Division -- Member, Air Marshal Ajit
Shankarrao Bhosale (Retd.), AVSM, VSM
-- Former Member, UPSC -- Member
and Prof Shyamprasad Karagadde --
Professor, Department of Mechanical
Engineering, IIT Bombay -- Member.

The committee has been tasked with
conducting an end-to-end evaluation
of how state recruitment examinations
are conducted across various
Government departments, authorities,
and testing agencies.

Mah forms high-level panel to 
overhaul recruitment exam system

NEW DELHI, Sept 5 (IANS)

THE Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on
Saturday stated that the demolition of
a mosque at the Saharanpur
Collectorate, should not be viewed from
a political perspective and that there
was no need to look at any building
through the lens of religious identity.

Earlier in the day, the Uttar Pradesh
Administration demolished the
mosque located within the Collectorate
complex in Saharanpur, after the
Muslim side’s appeal was rejected by
the court. Addressing a press confer-
ence, BJP MP Sudhanshu Trivedi said:
“The Agencies and whichever
Departments of the Government are
involved, are taking action in accor-
dance with the law. So, I do not believe
there is any need to view this from a
political perspective, nor is there any
need to look at any building through
the lens of its religious identity.”

“Whatever type of structure it may
be, it should only be viewed from the
perspective of whether it is legal or ille-
gal,” he added.

Meanwhile, Trivedi also spoke about

the investigation into the exam irreg-
ularities in Jharkhand Public Service
Commission. 

“Facts which have surfaced follow-
ing a probe into the examination for
Assistant Conservator of Forests and
Forest Range Officer, revealed that the
strongroom was broken into, question
papers were taken out and altered,

which means whatever happened in
Jharkhand is ‘paper loot’, nor paper
leak,” he said.

Meanwhile BSP supremo, Mayawati,
criticised the demolition and urged the
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
Government to immediately halt such
action.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav also  criti-
cised the demolition move  and said
those who do not respect other reli-
gions cannot be considered true
Sanatanis.

AIMIM President, Asaduddin Owaisi
too reacted, questioning whether the
constitutional guarantee of freedom
of religion still applies to Muslims. 

He further said that “you cannot bull-
doze our masjid just because you have
an itch.” 

Shouldn’t be viewed from
political or religious
angle, say BJP ministers

BRICS Chief Justices’ Forum

SAHARANPUR MOSQUE DEMOLITION

CASE FILED
OVER NEEDLE
LEFT INSIDE 
N E W B O R N ’ S
BODY:THE Kerala
Child Rights
Commission on
Saturday regis-
tered a case over
allegations that a
needle was left
inside a newborn
girl’s body during
treatment at
Kottayam Medical
College Hospital
in 2025. Kottayam
Medical College
has also appoint-
ed a three-mem-
ber committee to
investigate the
incident.

VHP bars participation of Muslims in 
garba in Mah; sets rules for organisers


