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KUSHAN SARKAR n New Delhi

(PTI) Injury management of key
players heading into a crucial all-
format tour of New Zealand
and the broader roadmap for
next year’s ODI World Cup will
be the key points of discussion
at a BCCI review meeting featur-
ing head coach Gautam Gambhir
and chairman of selectors Ajit
Agarkar in Mumbai on Thursday.

The June-July debacle in the
UK is expected to be discussed

at length, but it is also under-
stood that stakeholders,

including BCCI secretary
Devajit Saikia, want to

look ahead.
Centre of Excellence

head VVS Laxman is
also expected to join

the meeting. The tour
of New Zealand is sched-

uled in October-November.

Injury-Related Timelines
Those tracking the latest devel-
opments in Indian cricket say
Agarkar and Gambhir could have
some very specific queries on
the injured centrally-contracted
and targeted players who are

undergoing rehabilitation at the
Bengaluru-based COE.

“The selection committee
chief was informally intimated
before the Sri Lanka Tests that
Jasprit Bumrah would be fit for
at least one, if not two, Tests. In
fact, he had written a mail to COE
seeking more clarity on
Bumrah’s absence.

“His (Bumrah’s) absence was
felt in the second Test, where Siraj
looked distinctly off-colour on a
placid track. Ditto for Hardik
Pandya, who hasn’t played any-
thing post IPL and is important as

far as the ODI World Cup is con-
cerned,” a BCCI source told PTI on
conditions of anonymity.

While it is very difficult to
set a specific date for any
player’s return as bodies
are different and so are the
types of injuries, at times,
the COE’s Sports Science
team has often failed to
provide even an approx-
imate timeline.

For Agarkar
and Gambhir, it
is very neces-
sary that they

have an idea about some of the
important players’ availability,
which is central to the strategic
planning for marquee tours and
big ICC events.

For instance, Pandya has
shifted his base to Bengaluru, got
a house on rent and plans to
train there in the near future.

However, the team manage-
ment and the selection commit-
tee are clear that unless COE rules
him fit to bowl 10 overs, they
won’t pick him for 50-over cricket.

Pandya was never in
contention to

play against
Afghanistan as

he is not a

part of the Asian Games squad.
Pacer Akash Deep has been at

the COE for several months now
and has not played any interna-
tional cricket. There are ques-
tions about his availability
against New Zealand A before
the start of the Test series. If
one looks at the squad
selected for the three-
match T20I series against
Afghanistan scheduled to
be played in New Delhi
starting September 13,
the selection commit-
tee named four injured
players — Bumrah,
Washington, Nitish
Kumar Reddy and
Harshit Rana — subject
to fitness.

All four are following
the ‘Return to Play’ protocols.
The ball is now firmly in the
Laxman-led COE’s court.

The challenge for COE is now
to get these injured players on

the park by ensuring that they
are fit enough to go through
the match simulation, which
is the last step before COE

declares a player fit.
(PTI )

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dubai

Captain Shubman Gill slipped two positions among
batters, and Jasprit Bumrah dropped one spot down
among bowlers, while Devdutt Padikkal rose to the 54th
spot among Indians in the latest ICC Test rankings
released on Wednesday.

Gill, who returned with only one half-century across
three innings on the
Sri  Lanka tour ,
slipped two posi-
tions to reach ninth,
as  wicketkeeper-
batter Rishabh Pant
remains the highest-
ranked Indian batter
in Test cricket at
seventh.

There was no
change in position for
Yashasvi Jaiswal as
the Indian opener is
ranked outside the
top 10 at 11th.

Padikkal, who was
India’s best batter on
the tour of the Island

nation with 328 runs across two Tests with two centuries,
moved up five places to reach the 54th position.

However, ace pacer Bumrah lost his second spot in the
rankings for Test bowlers and is now placed third behind
Australia’s Mitchell Starc and New Zealand’s Matt Henry.

Bumrah had missed the tour of Sri Lanka owing to an
impact injury to his knee, which has sidelined him from
action since mid July. 

Bumrah has been picked in India’s squad for the three-
match T20I series against Afghanistan in mid-September,
but his availability is subject to fitness clearance. 

Sri Lanka’s Sonal Dinusha, who struck resilient centuries
in the second Test at Colombo against India, moved up as
many as 29 positions to reach 25th in the rankings for
batters after his splendid performances. 

G UNNIKRISHNAN n Bengaluru

Skipper Tilak Varma played a second
successive influential knock, guiding
South Zone to the Duleep Trophy
final with a seven-wicket win over
North Zone on the fourth and final
day of the semifinal on Wednesday.
Chasing 181, South Zone got the job
done in the first two sessions of the

day after Tilak (51 not out) and
Ravichandran Smaran (32 not out)
milked 80 runs for the unbroken
fourth-wicket stand. 

South ended with 182 for three
towards the end of the second
session, and they will face East Zone
in the title clash in Chennai from
September 6. 

Tilak, who had made an unbeat-

en 116 in the first innings to help
South gain a match-clinching 117-
run lead, came to the middle when
his side was wobbling at 102 for
three. 

But the left-hander, who is also
India’s vice-captain for the upcom-
ing T20I series against Afghanistan,
once again displayed tempera-
ment and technique to counter

North bowlers led by fiery pacer
Gurnoor Brar and the wily left-arm
spinner Abid Mushtaq. Brar tested
his resolve with a series of rib-
crackers while Mushtaq exploited
the variable bounce on the pitch
to challenge Tilak’s footwork. 

He aced those challenges spec-
tacularly, essaying some sumptu-
ous drives on the off-side. 

Once he settled down, Tilak
played a reverse sweep and paddle
sweep off Mushtaq to take South
closer to the target. Smaran, at the
other end, was an able ally, rotat-
ing the strike with efficiency and
occasionally freeing his hands. 

The young left-hander’s cracking
off-drive off Nishant Sindhu was a
sight for sore eyes. 

At BCCI meet, Agarkar, Gambhir seek
clarity on injured players’ returns
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