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A N U B H A B  R O Y  @Bengaluru

A batch of  17 Karnataka residents, who escaped the recent 
flash floods in Nepal–Tibet region by a narrow margin, land-
ed at Kempegowda International Airport (KIA) in Bengaluru 
on Tuesday. Two more members of  the group of  23 trekkers 
are scheduled to arrive in the city on Wednesday. 

The group arrived in Bengaluru by Nepal Airlines flight 
RA 225. They had gone to Nepal as part of  an informal trek-
king group, of  which the majority lacked trekking experi-
ence. They had availed the 
services of  a Nepalese trek-
king company named Moon 
Himalaya Adventure. 

“We missed the disastrous 
flood by just a day. We left our 
hotel in Nyalam (a Tibetan 
border town about 150km from 
Nepal capital Kathmandu) a 
day before the calamity struck 
the area. On the next day, we 
came to know that the entire 
hotel building was swept away 
by the floodwater,” Shrini-
vasulu Yadati, who was part of  the group and a Bengaluru 
resident, told TNIE.

The group said they returned on a regular flight booked months 
in advance as part of  their itinerary. They said they received phone 
calls from Karnataka State Disaster Management Authority offi-
cials, but did not require any help from the state government, as 
they were away from the areas affected by the flash floods. “We 
spoke to Chief  Minister DK Shivakumar on a video call, and he 
enquired about our safety,” said a member of  the group.  “We asked 
for some assistance, especially because our journey to Kathmandu 
from Darchen (Tibet) to board our flight involved traversing through 
perilous roads, but that was not an area in which the state govern-
ment, understandably, could help. The government was coordinat-
ing only via phone calls, nothing beyond that,” Yadati said.

‘We missed flood by just a day’: 
17 trekkers return from Nepal

B O S K Y  K H A N N A  @Bengaluru

EVEN as the Karnataka government 
has formed two committees to take 
up cloud seeding in parts of  the state 
in view of  the drought situation, 
weathermen said the exercise is fu-
tile as conditions are not favourable.  
Weather experts have cautioned the 
state government during the last 
couple of  meetings, including one 
held on Monday, that conditions are 
not favourable for undertaking 
cloud seeding. They have sug-
gested that the state govern-
ment defer the cloud seed-
ing plan from September 20 
to October, when conditions 
could turn favourable. The 
Southwest monsoon will con-
tinue till October 10, so there is a 
longer window for cloud seeding, 
and the government should not rush 
the exercise, they said.  

A senior official from the Karna-
taka State Natural Disaster Moni-
toring Centre (KSNDMC), who was 
part of  the meeting, said cloud seed-
ing can be done when the right 
clouds are present. But there are no 
hovering clouds, and neither is 
there any conducive forecast in the 
weeks ahead. The task of  tracing 
clouds also seems futile as there are 

no systems forming in the oceans 
for cloud formation. 

Officials from the Karnataka 
Neeravari Nigam Limited, Rural 
Development and Panchayat Raj, In-
dia Meteorological Department, 
KSNDMC, Indian Institute of  Sci-
ence, Indian Institute of  Tropical 
Meteorology, Water Resources De-
partment, retired professionals and 
experts were present at Monday’s 
meeting, where the monsoon pat-

tern and drought situation 
were discussed. 

“There are no thunder 
clouds or cumulonimbus 
clouds. They are usually 
present during the North-

east monsoon, and are ideal 
for cloud seeding. But if  there 

are sufficient dense clouds, there 
is no need for cloud seeding. This 
year, the systems over the Arabian 
Sea are poor when compared to the 
Bay of  Bengal. This is the reason 
why northern parts of  India are 
experiencing good rainfall. The 
monsoon trough in the Western 
Ghats region is helping coastal 
and North Karnataka get rain. But 
interior Karnataka and south in-
terior Karnataka is experiencing 
poor rainfall,” a senior IMD offi-
cial said.

Conditions not right for 
cloud seeding in K’taka 

Trekkers from Karnataka arrive from 
Nepal after being stranded following 
deadly flash floods, at KIA, Bengaluru 
on Tuesday |  VINOD KUMAR T

       

e-TENDER CALL NOTICE No.EM/PED-24/2026
No.EM/PED/TECH-10/2025/333  Date.26/08/2026

Name of the work: “Supply, Installation, 
Testing & Commissioning of 03 nos. 
of outdoor type active LED video wall 
at different locations of Paradip 
Port Authority”. Estimated Cost: 
Rs.1,71,25,184/-. Last date & time of 
submission of bid: dt.17/09/2026 up to 
18:00 Hrs. Refer our website for details  
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.
Sd/- Executive Engineer (Elect), PED-III,  

Paradip Port Authority
PPA/PR/23/2026-2027        dt. 01.09.2026

PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY

YOU CAN’T WAIT FOR 
INSPIRATION. YOU HAVE 
TO GO AFTER IT WITH  
A CLUB ❯ JACK LONDON 


