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After 6-hr Rahul sit-In, FIR Revanth cancels US

filed onuse of pellet guns legof trip after govt

Rahul: First step towards justice; BJP calls protest diversionary ploy

PREETHA NAIR & NITIN RAWAT
@__New Delhi_ _

DELHI Police on Friday regis-
tered a first information report
(FIR) over pellet injuries suf-
fered by a 19-year-old student
during the July 20 Jantar
Mantar protest after a nearly
six-hour dharna by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi at Parlia-
ment Street police station de-
manding action in the case.

The day saw high drama with
Rahul first accompanying in-
jured student Sahil Lochab to
Mandir Marg police station,
and later moving to Parliament
Street police station after his
demand for an FIR was not ac-
cepted. While Rahul refused to
budge until the FIR was regis-
tered, he was joined by several
Congress leaders, including
Priyvanka Gandhi, Salman
Khurshid, Jairam Ramesh and
many others.

“This is the first step towards
justice and a case has been reg-
istered,” Rahul said after the

Rahul Gandhi at Parliament Street
police station on Friday | PARVEEN NEGI

FIR was lodged, asserting that
he would continue to fight for
justice for Lochab and other
students injured during the
Jantar Mantar protests. Police
said a case was filed under Sec-
tions 118(1), relating to volun-
tarily causing grievous hurt by
dangerous weapons or means,
and 125, concerning acts en-
dangering life, of the BNS.
Lochab had suffered pellet
injuries in his eye and abdo-
men in police action during the
CJP-led march to Parliament

ED raids MP Avinash
Reddy’s properties

Kadapa: The Directorate of

Enforcement (ED) carried out
search operations across seven
locations linked to YSRCP MP YS
Avinash Reddy in Hyderabad and
Kadapa on Friday, under the
provisions of the PMLA | P4

CJP team bashed up

CJP co-convener Ashutosh
Ranka and party volunteers
were allegedly assaulted on
Friday while travelling to
inspect a dilapidated
government school in Jaipur’s
Bagru Assembly constituency.
Ranka described the attack
as pre-planned, and
demanded the arrest of the
culprits within 48 hours | P8

demanding the resignation of
then education minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan on July 20.

Rahul alleged that police of-
ficers at the station were will-
ing to register the case but had
been stopped. Earlier, after
talks with DCP Sachin Sharma
failed, Rahul began his sit-in
and showed Lochab’s medical
reports to prove his point.

Union minister J P Nadda
and other BJP leaders called
the Congress protest as “diver-
sionary” politics.

EXPRESS READ

RSS calls fordialogue to
resolve student issues

Visakhapatnam: Addressing
concerns surrounding NEET and
other systemic issues affecting
students, the RSS leadership on
Friday called for a constructive

approach involving both the

government and society | P4

PMFBY deadline
extended to Aug 31

Vijayawada: The AP government
has extended the deadline for
enrolment under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY) up to August 31, giving
paddy farmers additional time
to insure their crops | P4

denies political nod

JAYANTH JACOB @NewDeni

TELANGANA Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy’s
proposed visit to the United States was denied politi-
cal clearance as the programme was “not consid-
ered appropriate to the office he holds and the stated
purpose of the visit”, the External Affairs Ministry
(MEA) said on Friday.

The clarification came hours after the Telangana
Chief Minister’s Office (CMO) announced that Red-
dy had been forced to cancel the US leg of his ongo-
ing foreign tour after the Centre declined permis-
sion for the visit.

“Let me say that the visit of chief ministers, as
indeed of other dignitaries, are assessed by the Min-
istry of External Affairs in order to accord political
clearance,” MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said. “The programme proposed, in such cases,
should be appropriate to the office held and the pur-
pose of the visit. In this particular case, that was not
so in respect of US... clearance was denied.”

Reddy is currently in London as part of his “Tel-
angana Rising” tour. He was scheduled to travel to
the US from August 23, with planned engagements
in Boston and New York aimed at exploring partner-
ships between Telangana and leading American
educational institutions.

Reddy’s office said he would now return to Hy-
derabad from London instead of proceeding to the
US. “The CM will return from London to Hyderabad
on August 23 instead of leaving for Boston, NY,” the
statement said. According to the Telangana govern-
ment, it had sought the Centre’s nod for the UK and
US visits in accordance with “policy and protocol”,
but clearance was granted only for the UK leg.

Reddy had said the proposed US visit was aimed
at exploring the possibility of bringing leading
American universities and educational institutions
to Telangana. Despite the cancellation, Reddy in-
structed state officials accompanying his delegation
to proceed with the planned US engagements and
pursue deals with institutions including Harvard
University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, Northeastern University and Virginia Tech.
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We should all think
beyond politics
when it comes to
nation building
and future of the
youth... only
purpose of visit
was to bring the
best institutions
to India

Revanth Reddy, CM

Not sans
precedence

The denial of
clearance is not
without
precedent.

The External
Affairs ministry in
the recent past
declined political
clearance for
foreign visits by
chief ministers,
including Arvind
Kejriwal and
Mamata Banerjee
while they were
serving as chief
ministers of Delhi
and West Bengal
respectively

INDIA'S NEW SUPERSUTHAR

China stake ease draws
35K cr FDI proposals

PUSHPITA DEY @NewDethi

WITHIN months of relaxing rules for investments involv-
ing Chinese beneficial ownership, India has received 29
foreign direct investment (FDI) proposals worth %4,895.65
crore as of August 20 across various sectors, including
information technology, artificial intelligence, manufac-
turing, pharmaceuticals, data centres and transport serv-
ices, the government said on Thursday.

Rules were relaxed in March to ease in-

vestment procedures with up to 10% ben-

@ eficial ownership by Chinese investors.

The change in rules aimed at providing

greater certainty to foreign investors and

reducing the time required to complete in-
vestment transactions.

Investments have also been proposed from various oth-
er jurisdictions, including Mauritius, the United States,
South Korea, Japan, Singapore, Luxembourg and Cay-
man Islands.

Under the revised framework, investors are required to
report relevant information to the government but do not
need prior approval, provided they comply with sectoral
caps, entry routes and other applicable conditions.
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This product is suitable for investors who are seeking”:

The risk of the schema ks Very High

No artbitrage is permitted in this scheme.

» Regular income and long term capital appreciation
- An open ended balanced scheme investing only in equity and debt instruments.

*Mnvestors should consult their financial advisors if in doubt about whether the product is suitable for them.

The above product labelling assigned during the MNew Fund Offer (NFO) is based on internal assessment of the scheme characteristics or model portfolio and the same may vary post NFO when the actual investments are made.
Investments through YONO SEBl and other distribution / fintech platforms will be under the Regular Plan, and investments through InvesTap Mxt will be under the Direct Plan.

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.
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WEATHER
WATCH

MIN MAX Sunrise  05.48am

2 5 0 C 3 2 O C Sunset  06.24pm
FORECAST Moonrise ~ 02.11pm
Mostly Cloudy Moonset  01.18am

Searchopintensifiedfor Houseboat set for launch on Godavari

missing K’seema fishers

CM seeks Ministry of Home Affairs support for cross-border mission

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Amalapuram

A massive joint Search and Res-
cue (SAR) operation led by the
Indian Navy and Indian Coast
Guard remains underway in
the Bay of Bengal for seven
fishermen missing aboard a
mechanised boat (IND-AP-E8-
MO-135) originating from
Odalarevu in Ambedkar
Konaseema district.

The vessel set sail on
August 3, 2026, and was
scheduled to return by
August 13. When com-
munication was lost
around August 7-10, family
members alerted local authori-
ties, who formally escalated the
emergency on August 17 to ini-
tiate multi-agency rescue
protocols.

Chief Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu directed state
authorities to deploy all avail-
able resources to locate and

ONGC signs
X36.64 cr MoU
with GGH

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Kakinada

KAKINADA Government Gen-
eral Hospital (GGH) has signed
aMemorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with ONGC, Delhi,
for the procurement and instal-
lation of a High Energy Linear
Accelerator (HELA) and CT
Simulator at a cost of ¥36.64
crore. The equipment will be
set up in the hospital’s cancer
department under ONGC'’s
Corporate Social Responsibili-
ty (CSR) initiative.

Rajya Sabha MP Sana Satish
Babu facilitated the agreement,
with ONGC HR official Ishita
Roy sending the MoU on 10 Au-
gust. ONGC has committed %48
crore under CSR for radiation
therapy facilities at Kakinada,
Guntur and Kadapa hospitals.

MP Sana Satish said the new
facility will strengthen can-
cer-care infrastructure in the

safely rescue the crew. High-
level officials—including Fish-
eries Minister Kinjarapu Atch-
annaidu, Amalapuram MP,
local MLAs, District Collector
Mahesh Kumar Ravirala, and
SP Rahul Meena—visited
Odalarevu to console the anx-
ious families and ensure con-
tinuous coordination with
Coast Guard
commanders.

The missing crew
members have been
identified as Karri Ra-
mudu, Kopanathi Ram-

akrishna Varma, S.
Thatharao, Esudasu, Pa-
lepu Santarao, Kollati Srinivas,
Satish Kumar, and Srinu. Po-
litical representatives in the
region have urged the adminis-
tration to provide immediate
financial relief to the affected
families as the search
continues.
The multi-asset search mis-
sion has expanded significantly

across key maritime corridors.
The aerial and naval sweep in-
cludes four Dornier reconnais-
sance aircraft operating out of
Visakhapatnam and Kolkata,
Navy helicopters from Kolkata,
seven Coast Guard and naval
ships, and dedicated rescue
teams from Haldia and
Paradip.

The Maritime Rescue Coordi-
nation Centre (MRCC) in Chen-
nai has issued regional alerts
to maritime authorities in
Bangladesh and the Andaman
& Nicobar Islands. Further-
more, Chief Minister Naidu
has formally requested the Un-
ion Ministry of Home Affairs
to facilitate search operations
within the territorial waters of
neighbouring countries.

State authorities and the Real
Time Governance Society
(RTGS) are monitoring opera-
tions around the clock while
maintaining constant commu-
nication with the families.

Mandipalli reviews facilities
at Annavaram bus stand

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Kakinada

TRANSPORT Minister Mandi-
palli Ramprasad Reddy con-
ducted a surprise inspection of
the Annavaram RTC bus stand
on Friday.

He interacted with passen-
gers to gather feedback on the
‘Stree Shakti’ scheme and re-
viewed the bus stand’s infra-
structure. The Minister also
shared a meal with RTC staff.

He noted that the public had
expressed satisfaction with the
scheme’s implementation un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu. He directed officials to
ensure necessary amenities.

KV SAILENDRA @ Rajamahendravaram

TOURISTS and visitors to Ra-
jamahendravaram will soon
get anew way to experience the
scenic beauty of the Godavari,
with a houseboat facility simi-
lar to Kerala’s popular backwa-
ter cruises expected to become
operational at Saraswathi Ghat
within the next 10 days.

A capsule-shaped houseboat
equipped with modern ameni-
ties has already arrived at the
ghat and is ready for operation.
Though the boat can accommo-
date up to 15 people, authorities
initially plan to allow only eight
guests at a time.

The houseboat features beds,
a mini refrigerator, television,
air-conditioning and a bath-
room, allowing visitors to stay

Medico case:
Duo remanded
till September 3

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Rajamahendravaram

THE two-day police custody of
accused S Dushyanth and An-
drews Joseph in the Priyanka
hit-and-run case ended Friday,
with a local court remanding
them in judicial custody until
September 3.

East Godavari police pro-
duced the duo after Investiga-
tion Officer Patil Devraj Man-
ish interrogated them and
gathered crucial details about
Priyanka’s death outside Pras-
adaditya Theatre on 3 August.

Police also conducted a crime
reconstruction to establish the
sequence of events. Officials
said the exercise helped gather
evidence. The investigation is
continuing as police work to
piece together circumstances.
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overnight while enjoying views
of the river and its natural
surroundings.

The boat will cruise for about
an hour during sunrise and an-
other hour around sunset be-
fore being anchored about 100
metres from the riverbank. Or-
ganisers will provide compli-

mentary breakfast to overnight
guests, while they can arrange
Iunch, dinner and other re-
quirements on request. The tar-
iff is likely to be around %7,500
for 24 hours on regular days
and %10,000 on weekends.

In another attraction, a float-
ing dining facility, ‘Float-In-

Dine’, has also been introduced
for families and small groups
seeking a candlelight dinner on
the river. The open-sided plat-
form, fitted with solar panels,
will be anchored about 300 me-
tres from the shore and operate
from 7 pm to 11 pm, with one-
hour slots. Guests will be taken
to the facility by speedboat. The
charge is expected to be around
Z2,500 per hour on regular days
and 4,000 on weekends.

District Tourism Officer
Venkatachalam told TNIE that
the required Tourism Depart-
ment approvals are expected to
be completed within a week to
10 days. He said Minister Kan-
dula Durgesh had also taken
the initiative to introduce
houseboat tourism on the
Godavari.

MLA Kamineni urges public to
cooperate for cleaner Kaikalur

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Eluru

KAIKALUR MLA Kamineni
Srinivas, along with NDA lead-
ers and officials, toured all 20
wards in Kaikalur on Friday as
part of the Swachh Kaikalur
programme.

The MLA interacted with
residents, enquiring about
their problems.

Kamineni Srinivas expressed
dissatisfaction over poor sani-
tation, drainage and drinking
water conditions in several ar-
eas and directed officials to
take immediate steps.

Srinivas instructed staff at
the five ward secretariats to
pay special attention to local is-
sues and ensure timely
resolution.

He said maintaining cleanli-
ness was not solely the respon-
sibility of officials and urged

Kaikalur MLA Kamineni Srinivas inspects drainage issues in Kaikalur | express

residents to cooperate actively.
NDA leaders suggested form-
ing area-level committees in
every locality to regularly mon-
itor sanitation and
cleanliness.

They also called for volun-
tary organisations to be in-

Varalakshmi Vratam celebrated with grandeur across Godavari dists

o

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Rajamahendravaram

VARALAKSHMI Vratam was
celebrated with religious fer-
vour at temples across the Go-
davari region on Friday, with
hundreds of devotees offering
prayers for prosperity, family

Godavari region. well-being and children. At
Police arrest two Eluru MLA vows swift
over land dispute grievance redressal

Kakinada: Police arrested two
persons in connection with a
45-cent land dispute and
produced them before court,
which remanded them to 14 days’
judicial custody. The case stems
from an alleged assault on 3
August, when both groups
clashed over 2.15 acres. Inspector
Srinivas said both sides attacked
each other. A case was registered,
and an investigation is underway

Eluru: MLA Badeti Radha
Krishnayya said efforts were
underway to make the
constituency problem-free and
ensure grievances were addressed
promptly. He received petitions
on pensions and housing,
directing officials to act quickly.
Dismissing YCRCP’s Mega DSC
allegations as baseless, he
accused opposition of creating
controversy for political gain

EXPRESS READ

Kadiyapulanka, devotees deco-
rated village deity Sri Mus-
alamma Ammavaru as
Dhanalakshmi, adorning the
idol with currency notes.

The unique decoration drew
large crowds, who offered spe-
cial prayers seeking wealth and
happiness. Temple organisers
said the Dhanalakshmi decora-

RBI, NABARD officials
hold awareness meet

Amalapuram: RBI, NABARD and
Lead Bank officials visited
Malikipuram in Sakhinetipalli
mandal of Konaseema district on
Friday for an awareness
programme on harassment by
financial firms. Organised at
AFDT College at the request of
activist Venkatapathi Raja
Yenumula, officials explained
NBFC operations, interacted with
victims and gathered complaints

Clear pending LRS
applications: Civic chief

Rajamahendravaram: Municipal
Commissioner Rahul Meena
directed officials to clear pending
Layout Regularisation Scheme
(LRS) applications within the
deadline, especially those with
completed In-Principle Layout
Patterns (IPLPs). He stressed
transparency, warned against
delays and ordered ‘first come,
first served’ processing while
verifying amenities and drains

tion has been carried out for
the past six years during the
festival.

Grand celebrations also took
place at Sri Mavullamma Tem-
ple in Bhimavaram, Kanaka-
durgamma Temple at Kand-
havilli and Palangi
Kanakadurga Temple at Un-
drajavaram. Premises were

decorated with roses, jasmine,
chrysanthemums, maruvam,
tulasi and lotus flowers.

A special decoration featur-
ing nine sacred threads sym-
bolised the nine divine forms
of the Goddess. In Rajahmun-
dry, hundreds of women took
holy dips and offered prayers at
Durga temples.

55 grams of gold ornaments
stolen from house in EG

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Rajamahendravaram

GOLD jewellery was stolen
from a house near Subrahman-
yeswara Temple in Anaparthi
of East Godavari, with police
suspecting burglars used dupli-
cate keys to open an almirah.
SIRavichandra said Gangab-
havani’s husband died on 7
July, after which CCTV camer-

as at the house were switched
off as relatives visited to offer
condolences.

The cameras were switched
on again on August 15. On
Thursday, Gangabhavani found
two gold bangles weighing 25
grams and a 30-gram chain
missing. East Zone DSP Vidya
and Anaparthi CI Sumanth in-
spected the house. A case was
registered.

volved in development and
cleanliness programmes. Later,
donors handed over %2 lakh to
Kaikalur Town CI Ramakrish-
na through the MLA for install-
ing CCTV cameras to strength-
en security and prevent
anti-social activities.

Don’t create
communal rift:
Minority JAC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Kakinada

THE Kakinada Muslim Minor-
ity Joint Action Committee
(JAC) hasurged Sk Sadiq Khan,
accused in the suicide case of
Panchayat Raj AE Nookaraju’s
family, to surrender uncondi-
tionally. The committee called
for an end to malicious propa-
ganda targeting the Muslim
community, stating it was inap-
propriate to implicate the en-
tire community.

JAC co-convener Md. Jawa-
har Ali condemned negative
publicity directed at Muslims,
dismissed ‘Love Jihad’ allega-
tions and said the matter was
personal, not communal.

He urged against campaigns
disrupting Kakinada’s reli-
gious harmony and called for
cooperation between communi-
ties ahead of Milad-un-Nabi.
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| ' 1 that every row, every column and every 3X3 box 10 Mean, 12 Adhesion, 14 Regain, 15 Strand, 17 Sunshade, 6 Barricade, 7 Widened, 11 Argentina, 13 Nightjar, Answer: Biing a comgistely normal 1, 3, 5, eic. comes
BIB 1A ]5]8])4] 71 2] accommodates the digits 1 to9, without repeating any. 18 Dell,21Ski, 22 Joanof Arc, 24 Stair, 25Doadeal. ' 14Resists, 16 Edward, 19 Local, 20 Coma, 23 Age. with — ODD BEHAVIOR
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Govt to strengthen
med infra across AP
with $221.67 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

HEALTH Minister Y Satya Ku-
mar Yadav announced that the
coalition government has
launched a major initiative to
strengthen medical infrastruc-
ture and educational facilities
across AP with an estimated
outlay of ¥221.67 crore.

The Andhra Pradesh Medi-
cal Services and Infrastructure
Development Corporation
(APMSIDC) has officially float-
ed tenders via the e-procure-
ment portal for 12 major
projects, comprising 10 AYUSH
division works and two Allopa-
thy medical projects.

Under the National AYUSH
Mission (NAM), six 50-bed inte-
grated AYUSH hospitals will be
established at key locations, in-
cluding Tekkali in Srikakulam
district (9.98 crore), Rampa-
chodavaram in Polavaram dis-
trict (10.57 crore), Nandigama
in NTR district (210.52 crore),
Tenali in Guntur district (10.50
crore), Giddalur in Marka-
puram district (210.58 crore),
and Tirupati (9.99 crore).

APMDC gets award for bond issue

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Vijayawada

Andhra Pradesh Mineral De-
velopment Corporation Lim-
ited (APMDC) has received the
‘Best State Linked Issuer’
Award at the ASSOCHAM IX
National Summit & Awards on
Corporate Bond Market in
Mumbai for mobilising 9,000
crore through Secured Non-
Convertible Debentures.

The award recognises the

The State is constructing two
new government colleges—a
Government Unani Medical
College at Proddatur in Kadapa
district at an estimated cost of
%49 crore, and a Government
Ayurvedic Medical College at
Dharmavaram in Sri Sathya
Sai district for %49 crore.

Additionally, infrastructure
upgrades at the VIMS campus
in Vizag include constructing a
first floor above ground floor
for Government Naturopathy
and Yoga College at ¥9.37 crore,
alongside an additional third-
floor clinical facility expansion
for the 50-bed integrated AY-
USH hospital at %3.04 crore.

The State is allocating ¥21.99
crore to upgrade the 50-bed
Community Health Centre
(CHC) at Chintoor into a 100-
bed Area Hospital. Further-
more, a modern Outpatient De-
partment (OPD) block will be
constructed at the Kakinada
GGH with %27.13 crore.

Satya Kumar reaffirmed that
these targeted investments will
significantly enhance second-
ary and tertiary healthcare de-
livery alongside AYUSH.

State undertaking’s successful
entry into the domestic corpo-
rate bond market and its fi-
nancial management initia-
tives. APMDC credited the

Lendidaes AP presents Al/ML-based GST

to compete for
629 AEE posts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

IN a major employment drive
across AP’s power generation,
transmission, and distribution
sectors, APTRANSCO, APGEN-
CO, APSPDCL, APEPDCL, and
APCPDCL, are conducting a
common recruitment examina-
tion for 629 Assistant Executive
Engineer (AEE) positions.

Almost 1,05,566 candidates
registered till July 20. Of the
total 629 posts, APTRANSCO
accounts for 200, APEPDCL for
135, APSPDCL for 134, APGEN-
CO for 100, and APCPDCL for
60. Selected candidates will
earn a consolidated pay of
%75,000 per month during a two-
year probation before shifting
to regular pay scales. The CBT
runs from August 23 to 27,
across 94 centres (81 in AP and
13 outside). Hall tickets on apvi-
dyutrecruitment.apcfss.in.

The schedule starts on Au-
gust 23 with Civil Engineering,
followed by Mechanical Engi-
neering on August 24. Telecom/
Electronics on August 25, while
Electrical Engineering on Au-
gust 26 and 27.

CM'’s leadership and the sup-
port of Finance Department,
Industries & Commerce/
Mines & Geology Department,
financial institutions for the
successful issuance.

The bond issue demonstrat-
ed the corporation’s ability to
mobilise resources while
maintaining financial disci-
pline and corporate govern-
ance through administrative
oversight and regulatory com-
pliance mechanisms.

AXED

CSO

Srisaila Devasthanam removed contractual Chief Security
Officer Srinivasa Rao on Friday following a conversation
with the Srisailam Cl that reportedly went viral on social

media and WhatsApp groups, officials said

admin model at Nat’| Co-ord Meet

Al-driven scrutiny of tax return detects evasion of ¥743.43 crore within six months

S GURU SRIKANTH @ Vijayawada

THE Commercial Taxes De-
partment of Andhra Pradesh
presented its Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) and Machine Learn-
ing (ML) driven GST adminis-
tration model at the 6th
National Co-ordination Meet-
ing (NCM) held at Vigyan Bha-
wan in New Delhi on Friday.

Chaired by the Revenue Sec-
retary, Government of India,
the meeting brought together
senior officials from the GST
Council Secretariat, the Cen-
tral Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC), and Com-
mercial Tax Commaissioners
from across the country.

Delivering the presentation
titled “Use of AI/ML and Auto-
mation in GST Tax Adminis-
tration From Case Selection to
Litigation,” Chief Commis-
sioner of State Tax Babu A out-
lined how the State has lever-
aged technology to enhance tax
compliance and operational ef-
ficiency during a dedicated
agenda session.

Babu A said the department

had developed an integrated Al
framework covering case selec-
tion, return scrutiny, GST au-
dits, inspections and litigation
management.

The system uses four data
sources, 19 automated analyti-
cal reports and a 35-parameter
risk matrix to screen cases and
route high-value matters for
additional scrutiny. He high-
lighted the Legal-Al Officer As-
sistant, trained on the complete
GST statutory corpus and about
22,000 judicial rulings from
courts and tribunals.

Deployed across three litiga-
tion forums (the First Appel-

late Authority, GSTAT, and the
HC via Online Legal Case Man-
agement System), the engine
has assisted in over 13,700 cases
by drafting instructions, para-
wise remarks, while ensuring
human oversight through man-
datory officer review and dig-
ital signatures.

Babu A underscored a sharp
contrast between Al-assisted
results and traditional manual
processes. Within six months
of implementation, Al-driven
return scrutiny yielded reve-
nue detection of %¥743.43 crore,
compared to %365.75 crore re-
corded during a legacy period.

Average detection per case
rose to 27.63 lakh from 3.08 lakh
under manual processes. Babu
A said automated systems
strictly followed statutory
workflows, ensuring traceabil-
ity through BO Case ID, ARN
and DIN generation. The Reve-
nue Secretary praised AP’s
framework as a national model
for Al-led tax administration,
prompting delegations from
seven states including Tamil
Nadu, Bihar, Rajasthan, Chhat-
tisgarh, Kerala, Assam, and
Meghalaya to visit AP to study
the architecture.

Babu A stated that plans are
underway to expand Al risk-
scoring to provisional refunds
(RFD-04/RFD-06 processing),
arrears recovery, and advance
rulings. The Chief Commis-
sioner submitted recommenda-
tions to the Union Government
and GSTN, requesting direct
GSTN API integration, cross-
border taxpayer visibility, and
sustained peak-period API ac-
cess while offering cooperation
to share AP’s technological
framework with other states.

FIR registered over boy’s death at Vizag school

USHA PERI @ Visakhapatnam

THE Visakhapatnam One-
Town police on Friday regis-
tered an FIR in the death of six-
year-old UKG student T Pranay
Teja, who collapsed in his class-
room at Little Garden School in
Vizag on Thursday:.

The boy’s family told police
that they had no suspicion over
his death. The case was regis-
tered under Section 194 of the
BNSS based on a complaint

lodged by his father, Tammana
Krishna Prasad.

According to the FIR, Krish-
na Prasad stated that he and his
family returned from a pilgrim-
age to Tirupati and Hyderabad
on August 18. Pranay returned
to school on August 20.

The father dropped Pranay at
the school at 8.30 am on Thurs-
day. Around noon, the school
management informed the fam-
ily that the boy had collapsed
while a teacher was reprimand-

ing him for not completing his
homework after the family trip.
The school shifted him to King
George Hospital (KGH), where
doctors declared him dead.
Krishna described his son as
a gentle and timid child who
was easily frightened. After
viewing the classroom CCTV
footage, the family observed
that the boy collapsed while the
teacher was scolding him. The
family requested the police to
take action. “The exact cause

of death will be established af-
ter the post-mortem and pathol-
ogy reports are received,” po
lice said. The body was later
handed over to the family:

Meanwhile, the School Edu-
cation Department has consti-
tuted a three-member commit-
tee comprising Vizag Regional
Joint Director, District Educa-
tional Officer and Revenue Di-
visional Officer to inquire into
it. Police said action will be tak-
en based on findings.

TELANGANA STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LTD.

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

KOTTAM BRANCH, KOTTAM,
KOTANANDURU MANDAL, KAKINADA DIST,

E*HUETIQH SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
i mmmmh ummmmmmm bl'FlIlmdAnEhHliEn-

Notice 15 hare:.' gwen to the public in gen—&m and In partn:u ar to the B rmwer[sj G- W

Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable properties merigagedicharged to Union Bank of India the
possession of which has been iaken by the Authorized Officer of Union Bank of India will be sold on “As is
where is", “As is whatis", and “Whatever there is" basis on 10.08.20286 for recovery of cutstanding dues and
further interest and their expenses due to Union Bank of Indla from the following

12.00 NOON TO 05.00P.M

ol Borrower: 1. The Estate of the Deceased Sri Shek Bhavaji ,5/o Madina, Represented by hiz Legal Heirs, Sri
Shek Bhavaji and Others, O No:1-174,Sivalayam veedi Rowthulapudi Village & Mandal E G Dist 2.(Co-
Applicant), Mr.3hek Babji, 3/o Bhavaji, D No:1-174, Sivalayam Yeedi Rowthulapudi Village & Mandal E.G.Dist
S.(Guaranter) Mr. Singam Subba Rao, S/o Bapanayya, D Mo 1-17-8 Kota Street Rowthulapudi Village &
Mandal E.G Dist .Outstanding Amount Rs.5,71,918 (Rupees Five Lakhs Seventy One Thousand Nine

E- AUCTION DATE & TIME: 10.09.2026,

Hundred Eightean Only) as on 19.08.2025 plus further intrest, cost and charges therean from me to tme due
DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

Cell No. 3000958725

barrowers and guarantors.

All that Part and Parcel of the Properdy consisting of Residential Building Bearing D Mo 8-73/1 to an extent of
265 3q Yards in 3 Mo 485/ A sitvated in block no 3, Brahmana Veeedi Rowthulapudi Village and Mandal, Tuni
SRO.E.G District, within the fellowing boundaries -East: 20.65 Ft or 18.80 mis joint way width 3 yards , West:
2066 Ft or 18.80 Mtrs site of Surla Tataji North: 13.6 Ft or 124 Mirs site of Surla Magaratnam , South: 14.00
Ft or 12.80 Mtrs way width -4 vards.

Reserve Price: Rs.19,00,000/-
STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8{6) / Rule 8{1) OF STATUTORY INTEREST ENFORCEMENT)

RULES 2002 This may also be treated as notice w'r B{8)/Rule 8(1) of sacurity Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 to
the borrower’s and guarantoris of the said loan about the holding of E-auction Sale on the above mentioned date.

EMD: Rs.1,90,000/-

BID Increment: Rs.20,000/-

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please visit the link provided in hitps:/fwww,
unionbankofindia.co.in /auction-propertyiview-auction-property.aspx or www. unionbankofindia. co.in

Sdi- AUTHORISED OFFICER, UNION BANK OF INDIA

Regd. Office: 6-3-655/1/4, C5 Bhavan, Somajlguda, Hyderabad - 500082 Bronch Ofes: ICICT Bonk Ltd. 410, Myt - T
| x e d o L ik LE yihree 1ower, Bommanhall Hosur
_ NOTICE INVITING PROPOSALS (1} ICICI Banlkg von rood sangolore- s60068
RFP NIJITE'EJ-"I-D.i TGSCSCL/PROC/VLTS/2026/01 Dated:21.08.2026 Thae Authormed oL Bank Offoer under the Securtisation, Reconstruction of Finonoo! Assets ond Enforcomeent of
Gnline bids are I.n-.-necl fr-:‘:-1r|.|f'llﬂll:j:||;' service Providers fl'_lr.rl"ll".‘ ?I:"'||."."1.'-.[|ﬂ"'l of an Agenty Sacurity Interest Act, 2002 ond in exércize of the powers confermed under section 13{17) reod with Rule 3 of the
far Integration of GP% devices installed on Paddy Transporting Vehicies with a Vehlicia Security Interest (Enforcement ) Rules 2002, lssued Demand Notices to the borrower(s) mentioned below, 1o repay
Location TEEH“Q E'r"‘i"El'l'l I:IUILTH.'-I-I_. for feal-Time TIEIZ.':iI'IE. |ﬁt‘E‘§r3|.'il}ﬂ with the Stata i arnourt rmen Bordad i e Nothon withan b rﬁ.rr!,— Frarm the aoto of r»;'i'l";'l;.df e 600 Mot
Procurement Portal (OPMS), on an SLA-linked per-tnip basis for 3 |:‘,l1re|}| yEArs Having failed 1o ropay the amount, the Notice 9 ssuad to the borrower and tho public in l.]i"lrrl::lr thatl the
(01, 10,2026 to 30,00,2029}. Seloction shall b based on the guoted Base Per-Trip Rate, |JIH|I'|"-|-:]IIN.1 hard taken LymbolC poLLeasion afl the property described Delow, Dy eEXErciiing powers
Detalled AFP documents (Scope of Work, Pre-guallfication Criterta, 50L& Terms, and conferred on imyher under Section L3(4) of the soid Act read with Rule 8 of the soid rules on the below-
Proformashcan be downloaded from the Gel Portal: mvw.gem.guwiln mentioned dates. The borrower in particulor and the pubiC in gerer al ore horeby coutmned not Do deal with
Contact: ?Ig.ggng,.:.;luu J OT04534627 f 9281423617 . : 5E|.|' the property. Any dealings with the property will be subject to chorges of ICICI Bank Limiled
E-rnail | hoprocurement.tgscscl @gmail.com VL & Managing Director, | Sr.| kame of the Description of Proper Ty 'i:lquh- of L::-":'jﬂ"fll- MName |
DIPR AL0.No.450-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/2026-27 D: 21-08-2026 TGSCSCL Noi Harrower(s)/ Loan Dote of Symbolic "0 Bemand
i FRL | [ Apcount Mumlbser Possessian :.q'ﬂill:.: -;11:,', Branch
l Gotru Lotha! Gotru Krishro District Mochdipotnam Suh Hegetron Oifice, 1504 20000 MAise il
L@ 2”"‘“ g Ir ”'il'j':l'y ””. IB. : II*” THE HARUR “YS TA BAN K LT D!. Venkota Ramaroal | Machilipatnom tovn Mochovaram Aunicipal Ward Hi portmam
BEHIMAVARAM BRANCH LAMCLOD00S392438 |No. 16, Doar Mo, 157275, Shad waos rermosad omd the 17,81 918 264
H.Mo:22-15-91, Dpp MRO Office, Main Road, Bhimavaram, AP-534201, open land s sold ond handed ower to you , Property
datalls: 142.5 Sayds o 11923 Sgmits open lond ond its ta thie hank from
FUBLICATInH uF DEMAHD HnTInE boundaries:- East Compound wall of tha propary
Reg: Motice issued under Sec 13 [2] of the Securitisation and i_ﬂwmrl*- muncipol rood | lone of Lasor) 45-0 Feat
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest =0uth ; Towards Dasarn Hogorao's house , now Jeddu.
Aal 2002 [EAFEFF'.EEJ F\{;'.] far rEacavery al dues (n tha loan alc of Romesh's house |5 compound woall of the Proparty 27-0
EGHREWEH cum TITLE HGLE’EH ‘21]: Mr.HEju H Vv NM E‘. Feat Westh Toweords Dosor Homalah ond hils s and
S/o Mr.5ubba Raju, HNo. 1-101, Sn Krishna Bhavanam,Sri MNagar IS property’s compound wall 45 n_”“ NOFWE Fowircs
Balusumudi Canal Road, Rayalam Village West Godavari Disfrict, AP Municipal lond [Hood) ks Property s f.ln:_rlfmmlrl wall 30
GUARANTOR(02): Mr.Venu Gopal Raju Kalidindi, Sjo Mrk Subba E"{“;* Between these boundaries 1425 Sqyds or
Raju, H.No_1-101, Sri Krishna Bhavanam, Sri Nagar, Balusumud: Canal 119,53 Somis Opan lang Compound wolls Inchucing
Road. Rayalam Village. West Godavari Distnct, AP W hereas you have HrF” :”,rt 1“ Municipal Toc ‘“"“ NP i
commilted default in repayment of leans in the above mentioned loan 1070027026 Symbolic possession on / 19-08- 2026 | _
account to the secured craditor bank, the Bank had issued notice under r||=~ 1 e = Fre I!||.|||-r-|| I|-:|r'r’|w|-r'-.|'-.| fguarantors(s) sare hareby maued o ':IL'I oy I‘-.I-: GoE Do repdy the amaint
the SARFAES] Act on O7.08.2028 celling upon you to repay the elie the morigoged propertios will be sold ofter 30 days from the dote of publishing this Nobos, o3 per the
outstanding amount as mentionad below provisions under Rules B and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 4 h sk
I"-Iai.u_rq ot Account Numbes Sanctioned) Date of Outstanding Date: August 22, 2026 Sincerply Authorised OMoer, - st ekt kit
_F_ﬂ".:__lil_t_j" ..Hﬂ.l HP".H" D“ﬁ “l'l- Hs :I \.,ﬂ”' & Machilipatnam Far HCOHC Bank Lid Date: 20.08.2026, Place: Kottam
|[KVE - GREEM ES%ETEEEIMPS.
143127 2000000744 | 12.50% A7 2026
CARD as on 04.05.2026 GOVERMMENT OF TELANGAMNA

VWhereas the notices sant to Ne. 01 & 02 of vou by Regd. PostfCourler
have been returnsd unsarved. You are hereby called upon to visit the
bank and cbtain copy of the notice in your own interest in arder to note
the full particuiars of the loan dues, securities charged to the bank etc
and the Outstanding balance in the above account as on 04.05. 2026 is
Fs.44,97.669.30 ps (Rupees Fourty Four Lakhs Ninety Seven
Thousand Six Hundred and Sixty Mine and Paise Thirty Only).
You ara haraby called upon 1o pay he amount as shown above tagather
with intarast till date of paymeant within &0 days fram tha date of the notice
failling which, the secured craditor Bank will be constrained to axarcise
its rights of enforcement of the secured assets hypothecated! mortgaged
to the bank as mentioned below, as per the provisions of SARFAES] Act
SCHEDULE-A
Property Standing in the name of Mr. K.V.N.M.5 RAJU

@

HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN
WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BEOARD

OVo Chief General Manager (Engg), Transmizsson Cirche, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500004, TG.
&-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTIFICATION

-

‘a'-Te
No. &

nidar

Date MName of Work

Ranging | Bid document
({Bepeperoe J dawninad stert dats

TO-lI

SCHEDULE -

Residential Land sftuated al Near Old H.No 1-1014 | Near New H.No. 1-125,
F.5 NO.53/1, Canal Road, Ravalam Village and Gram Panchayath, Bhimavaram
Mandal, West Godavari District, Andhra Pragesh with an extant of 287 82 5g, ¥ds.

EP No.70/
CGM(EN
TCm

2026-27,
dated:
21-08-2026

Manjeera Water supply scheme Ph-l and
Ph-ll under Governmient Budgetary suppor
1o HMWSSE for implementation of projectin a
penod of two years - Refurbishment and up
gradation of Manjeera Water supply duly
constructing of new 232 MLD WTP withintake
well and pump howse [aying new 1700mm dia
M5 pipeline from Kalabgoor WTP 1o
Patancheru pump house under Transméssion
Div i, Patancheru.

Rs. |28.08.2026
551.07 | @
Crores’ 04.00 PM

Data 21 IZIBEUEE
Place : Bhimawvaram

Hypnthe:al: on nr I:urran’r Assats haeld in the Eualr'ess uriek

THE KARUR VYSYA BANK LTD.,

Sdi- Authurlzed Officer

L
APTULS

The Tenderers are requested o upload the information on the Zip format preferably.
Further details can be seen on www.aprocurement. gov.in.

atll Chief General Manager (Engg), ransmission Cirche, Khairatabad, Hyderabag-04, TG

Aptus Finance India Private Limited

W SHRIRAM

Finance

E Auction Sale Motice for sale of the Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstructions of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
interest Acl, 2002 read with Securty Interast (Enfarcement) Rules under Rule 9 (1) issued now. Previously we sent Intending sale Notice dated.
10.03.2026 Since all of you have failed to exercise your right of redemplion as contemplated under section 13 (8) of Act 54/2002 rfw Rule 8 [E) of the
security interest {Enforcement) Rules, 2002, this natice for e-auction sale is issued, This is to inform the borrowers | guarantors/ morigagers | co-applicants
f co-barrowers as under.
Mofice is hereby given to the public ingeneral and in particular to the Guarantor and Mortgagor that the below described immaovable properiies mortgaged!
charged to the secured creditor, will be sold on in “As is where 8", "As is what is” and “Whatever there is" basis on 25.09.2026 11.00 AM. to
01.00P-M.tor recovery of dues of Rs. 60,23,700/- as on 21.03.2023 with further interest, costs other charges and expenses thereon from 22.03.2023
due to the Shrram Fimance Limited, Secured Creditor as per Demand Molice dated 21.03.2023 issusd U's 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, to the Borower/
Guarantor|s) mentioned below.

AGREEEMENT NO: KKNDATF1712290009

Name and Address of the Borrower/Guarantor|s):
1. Kanumuri Venkata Seeta Rama Subbaraju, Slo Satyanarayana Raju, D No-T0-1A-33, Vidayala Vari Street, Near APSP Camp, Ramanayyapeta,

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED

Regd Office: SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED, Sri Towers, Plot Mo.14A, South Phase, Industrial Estate,

Guindy, Chennai - 60003Z; Website: http:iwww.shriramfinance.in./auction
Zonal Office Address: Shriram Finance Ltd, D No.20-1-10(A, 2nd Floor, Super Bazar Complex, Main
Road, Kakinada, Kakinada Disfrict, Andhra Pradesh. and Branch Office ; Kakinada.

I E AUCTION SALE NOTICE IN RESPECT OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES BELONGS T0: SMT. KANUMURI SANTHA RANGA PADMA

8B, Doshi Towers, 205, Poonamalle High Road, Kilpauk, Chennai-600 010 Telephone: 044-4565 0003 Kakinada U!'hﬂ"'533 005. . .
2. Kanumuri Santha Ranga Padma, W/o Venkata Seetha Rama Subbaraju, D No.70-1A-33, Vidayala Vari Street, Near APSP Camp, Ramanayyapeta,
 DF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 300 - J
‘Whereas, tha undarsgned being the authonzed officer of Aptus Finance India Privaie Limited under Ihe Securitization and Reconsiruction af Fnancat Assets and Enforoamant of Secunly Kakinada u'hanfﬁﬂ 005. .
b 42 200 4 1 esercsse o powm i.:.ﬂ';'.rr"nr; -'f,.s'urﬂ'i’ SORGHY S84 POt T 301 i S0t | MORCH TR R 2008 S cand ool clling Wi KB 3. Rokkam Bala Krishana Mahan Rao, Slo Appala Swamy (Late), D No. 2-12-3,5B| Street, Venkata Nagar, Kakinada : 533 003.
ey e amaun] menioned in e nod withis W5 from ol redepl of th il nhce. ,
Tha barowers having falied bo repay the amount, nosce & hersby givan %o the borowers and thapublic in general thal tha undersignad has akan “Symbolic Possession” of the property DESERIFTIEH OF EIMM "IIAE'LE FRﬂFEHT'I'.. i ; . " ;
dascriwmihrain elow in seercise of the gowors confermad on himibar urder Sacion 1304) of 1o said Act read with Ruls 8 of tha sad uly East Godavari District, Mummidivaram Sub-District, Katrenikona Grama Panchayath and Village accounts Zeriothy wet land covered by R S No 29877
gy | Aoun: | Sammaery Demand | Possession Date and otal extent of Ac.0.15 cents or 726 5, :{a ards or 807 Sq.meters of vacant site nearby D No.3-185 is bounded by EAST : Land of Edarapalli Ganga Raju
|5 | Accauent f:'::;’;ﬁ’f Description of the Mortgaged Properties Notice Outstanding | pociescinn SOUTH : Land of Ch Satyanarayana Raju, WEST : Road, NORTH : RCC building belongs to Ramanathi Venkata Rao. Encumbrances, if any: NIL
Mo, Date Amount (Rs.} Taks -
S ﬂ:::le T - TR TR e T S AGREEEMENT NO RESERVE PRICE OF THE EMD AMOUNT BY WAY OF |BID INCREASE| AUCTION |EMD SUBMISSION|  PROPERTY
1 ] dl @ Sie MEeEasUnre] an exam o Q.1angs {0r|deade o0 Re, % = 6. 1 I- 'S I
K00735 Marasimharao & Residential GROUND FLOOR (625 5it |, Baarng D.MNo.2-188, PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT NO. | op ge amag | (Rupees Thineen Lacs PROPERTY SUB EMD AMT DATE OATE WSPECTION QAT
&4 Kaila Parvali | 449, ELECTRICAL SERVICE CONNECTION NO. 1414380622001471, Land mark; Gokapalem, Mirely Seven Thousand | 17.08.2026 KKNDATF1712290008 | Rs 65,34,000- (Rupees Sixty |Rs. .6,53,400)- (Six Lakh| DDinfavor | Rs.250001- | 95002026 | 24.00.2026 | 23.09.2026
Covered by R.S.Mo t170-2 OF GUDARALL] VILLAGE AND GRARMA F‘-!.J'-.II:J-I.!_-‘f.ﬁ.TH BlALSIPLIEARM Four Hundred Féty Eyﬁrr:u-um!ln Fi\rﬂ 'Lahhs aﬂd Thlﬂ.]l' Fﬂur Elll‘y'lfrf'l]r ThTE'E'ThEII.-IEBnd Uf SHH'RAH 1 kil i
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Viveka case: ED raids Avinash’s properties

7 locations of the Kadapa MP targeted in money-laundering probe; documents and ¥24L unaccounted cash seized

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad/New Delhi/Kadapa

THE Directorate of Enforce-
ment (ED), Hyderabad Zonal
Office, carried out extensive
search operations across seven
locations in Hyderabad and Ka-
dapa on Friday under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of Mon-
ey Laundering Act (PMLA) in
connection with the murder of
former minister YS Vivekanan-
da Reddy.

Multi-agency teams targeted
the residential premises of key
accused, seizing incriminating
financial documents, digital de-
vices, T24 lakh in unaccounted
cash, and two bank locker keys
from the residence of YSRCP
Kadapa MP YS Avinash Reddy.

Vivekananda Reddy, paternal
uncle of former Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister YS Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy, was found
murdered at his residence on
March 15, 2019.

Following an order by the
Andhra Pradesh High Court on
March 11, 2020, the Central Bu-

reau of Investigation (CBI) took
over the probe, registering an
FIR under Sections 302 (mur-
der) and 120-B (criminal con-
spiracy) of the IPC.

The CBI subsequently filed
three chargesheets naming
Avinash Reddy, his father YS
Bhaskar Reddy, D Siva Shankar
Reddy, T Gangi Reddy (Erra
Gangi Reddy), Y Sunil Yaday,
and others as accused.

According to the CBI
chargesheets, Siva Shankar
Reddy, a YSRCP functionary,
along with Avinash Reddy and
Bhaskar Reddy, were apprehen-
sive that Vivekananda Reddy’s
entry into the YSRCP could
challenge their growing politi-
cal influence. The CBI alleged
they hatched a conspiracy to
eliminate him, roping in his
staff members Gangi Reddy,
Shaik Dastagiri, and Sunil Ya-
dav. Dastagiri later turned ap-
prover and was granted pardon
by the Special CBI Court.

He disclosed that the conspir-
acy was hatched about a month
before the murder, revealing

Jana Sena forms panel
to plan local body polls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

WITH the local body elections
approaching, Jana Sena Party
president and Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan has
constituted a 14-member com-
mittee to finalise the party’s
guidelines and strategy for the
polls, with a focus on incorpo-
rating the views of the cadre at
the grassroots level.

The committee will formu-
late the party’s approach to the
local body elections by taking
into account the political and
social conditions prevailing at
the field level.

The move comes after Pawan
Kalyan, at a recent Jana Sena
Legislative Party meeting,
called upon the party cadre to
prepare for the local body elec-

Naidu, Pawan,
Jagan grieve

actress Sowcar
Janaki’s death

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

CHIEF Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan, Cinematog-
raphy Minister Kandula
Durgesh and YSRCP president
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy ex-
pressed grief over the demise
of veteran actress and Padma
Shri awardee Sowcar Janaki,
who passed away at the age of
94.

Condoling her death, Chan-
drababu Naidu said Sowcar
Janaki’s demise was deeply
shocking and described her
contribution to Indian cinema
as unforgettable. He recalled
that she acted in more than 400
films and won several awards
and accolades.
Though she
was no longer
physically
present, her
memorable
characters
would remain
etched in the
hearts of audiences, he said.

Pawan Kalyan expressed con-
dolences to the bereaved family
and said he was saddened by
the veteran actress’s death. He
recalled that Janaki, who acted
in around 400 films in Telugu,
Tamil and Kannada, had suc-
cessfully portrayed a wide
range of roles as a heroine as
well as a character artiste.

Kandula Durgesh described
her death as an irreparable loss
to the Telugu film industry. He
recalled her long and distin-
guished career spanning sev-
eral decades.

Jagan Mohan Reddy paid
rich tributes to Janaki, recall-
ing her seven-decade-long ca-
reer and distinctive perform-
ances across multiple
languages.

tions while retaining the fight-
ing spirit demonstrated by
Jana Sainiks and Veera Mahi-
las and safeguarding their self-
respect and dignity.

The committee comprises
Mandali Buddha Prasad, T.
Siva Shankar, Kandula Du-
rgesh, Vallabhaneni Balasowry
Bolisetti Srinivas, Deva Varap-
rasad, CH Vamsi Krishna Ya-
dav, Lokam Madhavi, Dharma-
raju, Chilakam Madhusudhan
Reddy, Kotikalapudi Govinda
Rao (Chinababu), Samineni
Udayabhanu, Yanamala
Bhaskar and Korikana Ravi
Kumar.

The panel has been tasked
with working out the guide-
lines to be followed by the party
during the local body elections
and preparing an effective
strategy for the polls.

_J

ED officials at the residence of Kadapa MP YS Avinash Reddy on Friday | express

that Gangi Reddy informed him
of Siva Shankar Reddy’s in-
volvement and a promised %40
crore payout for the murder.
Dastagiri was offered %5
crore as his share and received
Z1 crore from Sunil Yadav—
who allegedly kept 225 lakh for
himself. Dastagiri passed the
remainingX75lakh to his friend
Syed Munna, from whose lock-
er, along with his mother’s, the

CBI later recovered %¥46.70 lakh
in cash and unaccounted jewel-
lery. The ED registered a paral-
lel money-laundering case
based on the CBI’s FIR and
chargesheets.

During Friday’s raids, an ED
team arrived at Avinash Red-
dy’s residence in Pulivendula
around 6 am. Finding the house
locked, officials waited until
the MP’s uncle Manohar Reddy

arrived at 7 am and opened the
premises after consent from
the MP over the phone.

Manohar Reddy told the me-
dia that ED officials conducted
the visit for document verifica-
tion, inspecting land records,
petrol bunk details, and prop-
erty assets before returning
them. He added that when offic-
ers enquired about the alleged
%40 crore payout, he asked them
to produce concrete evidence.

Simultaneous search war-
rants were also executed at the
properties of co-accused and
close associates, including Shi-
va Shankar Reddy in Puliven-
dula, Gangi Reddy at T Thum-
malapalle, Sunil Yadav, and
Sunil Reddy, a relative of Jag-
an. While the CBI had previ-
ously informed the court that
its primary investigation was
concluded, the ED’s active
probe into the hawala money
trail, property transactions,
and money laundering angles
has sparked fresh political re-
verberations in Kadapa district
and YSRCP ranks.

AP govt modifies sale agreements for
land allotted to 2 Adani group SPVs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Visakhapatnam

THE State government has ap-
proved modifications to the
sale agreements for land allot-
ted to two Adani group special
purpose vehicles (SPVs) for
data centre projects at Tarlu-
vada in Visakhapatnam district
and Rambilli in Anakapalli dis-
trict. It has also approved the
allotment of 5.84 acres of Great-
er Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation (GVMC) land at
Adavivaram and Mudasarlova
for the data centre project.

The G.O. was issued on Au-
gust 20, following recommenda-
tions of the State Investment
Promotion Board (SIPB) at its
meeting on August 12.

The government had earlier
allotted 160 acres at Adavivar-

am and Mudasarlova for Vizag
Hyperscale Data Center Park
Ltd, 266.6 acres at Tarluvada in
Anandapuram mandal for Vi-
zag Mega Data Center Park Ltd,
and 174.8 acres at Rambilli for
Vizag Rambilli Data Center
Park Ltd. The Rambilli allot-
ment was subsequently
reduced to 159.80 acres
based on field
conditions.

The latest decision
follows a proposal from
Adani Infra (India) Ltd,
identified as the primary
notified partner for Raiden In-
fotech for setting up a data cen-
tre for Google.

One of the key changes ap-
proved by the government is
the inclusion of a provision al-
lowing external commercial
borrowings (ECBs), in addition

to financing through financial
institutions approved by the
Centre. The government has
also permitted a provision for
execution and registration of
sale deeds in accordance with
government directions issued
from time to time.
The modified agree-
ments will include a 30-
day period for the
project proponents to
rectify any breach or
default before proceed-
ings are initiated for
cancellation of the land
allotment.

In a separate decision, 5.84
acres of GVMC land at Adavi-
varam and Mudasarlova have
been approved for lease to Vi-
zag Hyperscale Data Center
Park Ltd, an SPV of Adani In-
fra (India) Ltd.

INDIAN VIEW
OF AI IMPACT

Faculty age
limit in focus

APJUDA opposed
raising the
retirement age of
medical faculty,
saying it could
cause promotional
stagnation and
limit opportunities
for young doctors.
It sought
recruitment of
young specialists
and Sr Residents to
strengthen medical
education and
improve faculty
availability

eas, and unrevised stipends.

government.

to the next phase.

RSS leadership, at a meeting in Vizag discussed Al’s
opportunities, risks and social implications, calling
for an Indian perspective and greater public
awareness about its potential adverse effects

Junior doctors demand
20% increase in stipend,
threaten to step up stir

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Vijayawada

THE Andhra Pradesh Junior Doctors Association (APJUDA)
has strongly objected to the unilateral press note released by
the Andhra Pradesh government on August 19, 2026.

While welcoming the principle of establishing an annual
stipend revision mechanism, APJUDA stated that the figures,
percentages, and comparisons presented by the government do
not reflect ground realities. Furthermore, the association not-
ed that ignoring core academic and medical education demands
raises serious questions about the government’s commitment
to resolving the issues holistically.

Addressing the financial aspect, APJUDA highlighted that
the proposed 5% baseline hike for interns and 3% annual incre-
ment for Postgraduates (PGs) and Super-Speciality Residents
effectively constitutes a pay cut when measured against AP’s

~10% state-level inflation.

Consequently, the association is demand-
ing a 20% base fitment correction for 2026,
followed by an annual revision formula
tied to CPI inflation plus 3% real growth.

APJUDA also countered comparisons

between PG stipends and Assistant Profes-
sor salaries, clarifying that a 20% hike
would raise first-year PG stipends to

%72,988—far below the 90,000 to %1,00,000+

earned by permanent faculty.

They emphasised that their demands
represent a mere 0.6% of the State’s
%19,264 crore healthcare budget for 2026—
27, a modest investment given that junior
doctors generate substantial claim reim-
bursements through schemes like Dr NTR
Vaidya Seva and Ayushman Bharat.

Additionally, they urged strict enforce-
ment of the National Medical Commis-
sion (NMC) 15% ceiling on non-medical
(MSc/PhD) faculty appointments in pre-
clinical and para-clinical departments,
which currently stand at 27%-30% in the
state, while insisting on a total ban on
non-medical personnel handling clinical
teaching or duties.

APJUDA also called immediate atten-
tion to the grievances of Senior Residents,

who form an integral part of the association. Serving their
mandatory bond period split across DME and DSH facilities,
Senior Residents face severe hardship due to vast geographical
distances, lack of accommodation or allowances in remote ar-

Following a press conference led by State leaders — includ-
ing president Dr Eshwar Shankar, general secretaries Dr
Lukhman Ali, Dr Dinakar Srinivas, and Dr Ravi Teja Nalik,
alongside vice presidents Dr Jogi Kamal and Dr Bhargav Sai
Naidu — APJUDA issued a two-day ultimatum to the

If high-level talks are not convened to deliver a comprehen-
sive Government Order addressing their core demands, the
association affirmed it will escalate its democratic movement

RSS calls for dialogue to resolve concerns of students

USHA PERI @ Visakhapatnam

ADDRESSING concerns sur-
rounding the National Eligibil-
ity-cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
and other systemic issues af-
fecting students, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
leadership on Friday called for
a constructive approach involv-
ing both the government and
society, observing that confron-
tation or obstruction alone
would not resolve problems
that cause uncertainty among
young people about their
future.

The remarks came at the con-
clusion of the three-day All-In-
dia Coordination Meeting
(Akhil Bharatiya Samanvaya
Baithak) of organisations in-
spired by RSS held at Vignana
Vihar Residential School in
Gudilova near

Visakhapatnam.

“Solutions cannot be found
merely through opposition or
obstruction. Both the govern-
ment and society must work
together to improve the sys-
tem,” RSS AKkhil Bharatiya
Sah-Sarkaryavah Mukund
stated.

RSS Akhil Bharatiya Prach-
ar Pramukh Sunil Ambekar,
AKkhil Bharatiya Sah-Prachar
Pramukhs Narendra and Pra-
deep Joshi, Dakshin Madhya
Kshetra Prachar Pramukh Ay-
ush, Andhra Pradesh Prant
Prachar Pramukh Bayya Vasu
and Prant Sah-Prachar Pra-
mukh Vasudeva Rao also ad-
dressed the media.

The three-day meeting held
detailed discussions on the cur-
rent situation in the country
and society, the activities and
experiences of various organi-

Solutions cannot be found
merely through opposition
or obstruction. Both the
government and society
must work together to
improve the system

Mukund, RSS Akhil Bharatiya
Sah-Sarkaryavah
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sations, emerging challenges
and the course of action for the
coming year. As many as 326
delegates, including 49 women,
participated, representing 32
RSS-inspired organisations.
RSS Sarsanghchalak Dr Mohan
Bhagwat and Sarkaryavah Dat-
tatreya Hosabale attended the
meeting.

The leadership also elaborat-
ed on the proposed foreign tour
of RSS Sarsanghchalak Dr Mo-
han Bhagwat to the US, Canada
and Britain as part of the or-

ganisation’s centenary-year
global outreach. “The tour has
three broad objectives incldu-
ing presenting what the RSS
described as a fact-based per-
spective on India, Hindu socie-
ty and the organisation amid
misconceptions abroad; con-
veying the philosophy of Vas-
udhaiva Kutumbakam, or the
world as one family; and engag-
ing with mainstream society
on the interests and concerns
of Hindus and people of Indian
origin,” they stated adding that

Bhagwat is expected to partici-
pate in a ‘Universal Oneness’
event in New York and social
leadership programmes in To-
ronto and London, the leader-
ship noted.

With the RSS approaching its
centenary year, the three-day
meeting also reviewed Pancha
Parivartan (Five Transforma-
tions), described as a frame-
work for social transformation.
Participants emphasised
strengthening the Indian fam-
ily system, family values and
cultural traditions. They re-
marked that social transforma-
tion should begin with individ-
uals and families before
bringing wider systemic
change.

Environmental conservation
formed an important part of
the discussion. The leadership
stressed that conservation

Paddy insurance enrolment deadline extended to August 31

Y BRAHMAJI @ Vijayawada

THE Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has extended the deadline
for enrolment of paddy farm-
ers under the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) up
to August 31, giving farmers
across all paddy-growing re-
gions of the State additional
time to insure their crops. The
Agriculture Department has
urged farmers to utilise the ex-
tended window and ensure
comprehensive insurance cov-
erage without waiting until the
last date.

The extension follows a
proactive proposal made by the
State Government, which re-
ceived a positive response from
the Central Government in the
interest of farmers. The move
is aimed at ensuring that eligi-
ble paddy cultivators, particu-
larly those in vulnerable areas,
are brought under the crop in-
surance network and protected
against notified risks.

The State has witnessed a
significant improvement in

crop insurance enrolment dur-
ing the current Kharif season.
Both the number of applica-
tions and the area covered un-
der crop insurance have in-
creased substantially compared
with the previous year. Andhra
Pradesh has secured fifth posi-
tion nationally in crop insur-
ance enrolment. So far, a total
of 16,15,340 hectares has been
covered under the yield-based
and weather-based crop insur-
ance schemes in the State dur-
ing Kharif 2026. Of the total
area insured, 10,15,436 hectares
have been covered under PMF-
BY, while another 5,99,904 hec-
tares have been covered under
the Restructured Weather
Based Crop Insurance Scheme
(RWBCIS).

Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu also during the As-
sembly session had strongly
appealed to farmers to ensure
full coverage of their crops un-
der insurance schemes. He par-
ticularly urged farmers in
high-risk areas to take ade-
quate precautions in view of

the possibility of adverse
weather conditions associated
with El Nino.

Anantapur district has
topped the State in terms of in-
sured area, with 3,66,802 hec-
tares covered under the two
schemes. It is followed by Kur-
nool with 3,31,059 hectares and
Sri Sathya Sai with 2,31,082
hectares.

Other districts with substan-
tial insurance coverage include
Nandyal with 99,702 hectares,
Prakasam with 84,544 hectares,
YSR with 83,548 hectares, Sri-
kakulam with 74,123 hectares
and Palnadu with 56,018 hec-

tares. Annamayya recorded
21,309 hectares, while Konasee-
ma and West Godavari record-
ed 31,685 hectares and 32,533
hectares respectively.

The Agriculture Department
has directed field-level staff to
intensify awareness campaigns
and reach out to farmers who
have not yet enrolled. Officials
have been asked to coordinate
with farmers, insurance com-
panies and other stakeholders
to facilitate enrollment and
achieve the target of 100 per
cent coverage of the cultivated
area.

The department has given
special emphasis to the tradi-
tional paddy-growing coastal
districts, where officials have
been instructed to utilise the
extended period effectively.
Farmers are also being educat-
ed on the importance of crop
insurance and the financial
protection it provides in the
event of crop losses caused by
notified risks and adverse
weather conditions.

“The extension of the dead-

line provides a valuable oppor-
tunity to ensure that every eli-
gible paddy farmer is brought
under the insurance net. Offi-
cials should work closely with
farmers and other stakeholders
to achieve 100 per cent coverage
and ensure that no farmer is
left out due to lack of aware-
ness,” said Manazir Jeelani Sa-
moon, Director of
Agriculture.

For crops other than paddy,
farmers have been advised to
approach their respective Agri-
culture Officers or the con-
cerned insurance companies
for district-specific enrolment
details and applicable last
dates.

The department appealed to
paddy farmers to complete
their insurance enrolment on
or before August 31 and not
wait until the final day. Offi-
cials have also been instructed
to step up field-level mobilisa-
tion so that the extended oppor-
tunity translates into maxi-
mum insurance coverage
across the State.

should not remain confined to
resolutions or pledges and
urged families to adopt practi-
cal changes such as judicious
use of water, reducing plastic
consumption and increasing
greenery.

Youth aspirations and con-
cerns received considerable at-
tention. The RSS noted that
around 21,000 young Swayam-
sevaks participated in its 21-
day training camps this year,
while youth constitute more
than 60 per cent of those at-
tending daily Shakhas. The
leadership emphasised direct
engagement and dialogue to
understand young people’s as-
pirations and concerns. The
work of the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad, Bajrang
Dal and Hindu Jagaran Manch
among youth was also
highlighted.

EXPRESS READ

YSRCP accuses govt of
‘diversionary’ politics

Vijayawada: YSRCP leader
Gadikota Srikanth Reddy accused
the AP government of diverting
public attention from serious
issues by bringing the murder case
of Vivekananda Reddy into the
spotlight. He cited alleged
irregularities in DSC recruitment,
ganja found in a police vehicle,
the obstruction of Sugali Preethi’s
mother’s protest and a hit-and-
run case involving MP
Lingamaneni Ramesh

Pawan to undergo
therapy in Kerala

Vijayawada: Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan will travel to Kerala
on Saturday for specialised
Ayurvedic therapy for his right
shoulder as part of post-surgery
treatment, following medical
advice. Pawan recently underwent
surgery in Mumbai for a rotator
cuff injury. Though doctors
advised complete rest, he
resumed official engagements
within a week, attending
government programmes
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‘Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability’ is theme of Vizag meet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Visakhapatnam

VISAKHAPATNAM will host the
BRICS Youth Ministers’ Meeting
and BRICS Sports Ministers’
Meeting on August 22 and 23 re-
spectively, as part of India’s
BRICS Chairship 2026. Union
Minister for Youth Affairs and
Sports Mansukh Mandaviya will
chair the meetings, which will
bring together Ministers and
Heads of Delegation from all 11
BRICS member countries.
India’s BRICS Chairship is be-
ing conducted under the theme
“Building for Resilience, Innova-
tion, Cooperation and Sustaina-
bility”, with a focus on coopera-
tion across member countries.
The Youth Ministers’ Meeting
on August 22 will focus on youth
development and empowerment.
Discussions will cover educa-
tion, skills, entrepreneurship,

‘Footage shows MP’s
son mowing down girl’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

A day after the death of 26-year-
old Bharati Mukhi in aroad ac-
cident involving an Aston
Martin allegedly driven

by Sanjush, son of Jana

Sena MP Lingamaneni

Ramesh, police said : @

they had collected
CCTYV footage of the
incident.

The accident occurred on
August 16 near Inorbit Mall in
Madhapur. Kukatpally DCP
Ritiraj told TNIE that the CCTV
footage showed the speeding
car hitting Bharati.

Foreign delegates arrive at Alluri Sitarama Raju International Airport in Bhogapuram to
participate in the BRICS Youth and Sports Ministers’ meeting | express

wellbeing and sustainable devel-
opment. The meeting will also
consider recommendations from
the BRICS Youth Council Meet-
ing and BRICS Youth Summit
and identify areas for coopera-
tion under future BRICS
chairships.

The meeting is expected to
conclude with the adoption of
the BRICS Youth Ministerial

The exact speed of the vehi-
cle will be established during
the investigation, Ritiraj said.
This came after rumours circu-
lated on social media that there

was no CCTV footage of the
incident.

Bharati worked as a
sales executive at Life-
style Store in Inorbit
Mall. She was a native
of Damudigod in Odis-

ha’s Mayurbhanj district
and had been working at the
mall for about two years.

An employee of the mall told
TNIE that Bharati earned
around %20,000 a month and
was due for a promotion.

Joint Declaration and the BRICS
Youth Cooperation Framework.

The Sports Ministers’ Meeting
on August 23 will focus on
strengthening cooperation in
sports. The sports agenda under
India’s chairship has included
traditional and indigenous
sports, sports technology, sports
manufacturing and preparation
of the BRICS Sports Joint Decla-

EXPRESS READ

ration. The Sports Ministers’
Meeting will conclude with the
adoption of the Joint Declara-
tion. Representatives from Bra-
zil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, In-
dia, Indonesia, Iran, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa and
the United Arab Emirates are
scheduled to participate.

Minister of State for Youth Af-
fairs and Sports Raksha Khadse
will also participate in the pro-
ceedings. Senior officials, includ-
ing Youth Affairs Secretary Su-
nil Paliwal and Sports Secretary
Hari Ranjan Rao, will be associ-
ated with the meetings.

The programme will include
country statements, bilateral
meetings and cultural engage-
ments. A BRICS Friendship Cy-
cling Event will also be organ-
ised as part of the programme.
The meetings are intended to fa-
cilitate exchange of experiences
and best practices.

Mother, stepfather held for abusing 3-year-old boy

Tiruppur: The city police arrested a step-father and a mother for abusing
a three-year-old boy in Tiruppur. The accused were identified as Dinesh
Kumar (34), of Villupuram, and Sujatha (24), from Puducherry. They
currently reside in Kozhipannai area in Tiruppur. “Sujatha entered married
Umar Sathar in Puducherry and the couple had a baby boy. A few months
after the baby was born, Sujatha separated from her husband. Then, she
fell in love with Dinesh Kumar and married him,” police said

I will pursue case
against MF with
RBI: Undavalli

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

FORMER MP Undavalli Arun
Kumar said though the criminal
case against Margadarsi Finan-
ciers (MF) founder chairman
Ramoji Rao had abated follow-
ing his death, his effort to seek
clarification from the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on the liabil-
ity of Hindu Undivided Families
(HUF's) for violation of Section
45 (S) would continue.

He said he would meet mem-
bers of the Parliamentary Fi-
nance Committee. Speaking to
the media persons on Friday, the
former MP said: “Though I do
not intend to attribute any mo-
tives to the judges, they ques-
tioned my locus standi and
struck down the case. I had filed
the SLP in the Supreme Court
after the Telangana High Court
verdict. The questions that re-
mained when the case was ear-
lier remanded to the Telangana
High Court were whether all the
depositors had been paid by ME,
whether there was a violation of
Section 45-S of the RBI Act and
the consequences thereof, and
whether there was any need to
pursue a case that had been
pending in the trial court for
years or whether it was a futile
exercise.”

Veteran actor Sowcar Janaki passes away at 94

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

VETERAN actor Sowcar Janaki,
known for her performances in
various films across South Indi-
an languages, passed away on
Friday due to age-related ail-
ments. She was 94.

One of Indian cinema’s most
revered actors with more than

400 titles across languages to her
credit, Sowcar Janaki made an
impressive acting debut in the
1950 Telugu film Shavukaru, di-
rected by LV Prasad.

It was this film that earned
Janaki the moniker of ‘Sowcar’,
which remained her identity for
over 70 years. Sowcar Janaki
was also known for her repeated

collaboration with many popu-
lar filmmakers of various eras.
She is most popular for her roles
in films directed by K Balachan-
der, including Neerkumizhi
(1965), Bama Vijayam (1967),
Edhir Neechal (1968), Kaviya
Thalaivi (1970), and Thillu Mullu
(1981). She was also known for
her ‘Midas Touch’.

| BURRA RAMA DEVI W/o Late
Sri Burra Surendra Reddy, D.No.
2-267, Staff Quarters, Lenora
Dental College, Rajanagaram (V
& M), E.G.Dt, A P.-533294, |
have changed my Mame from
BURRA VENKATARAMANAMMA
(Old Name) to BURRA RAMA
DEVI (New Name). Hence forth | am
being caled BURRA RAMA DEVI
W Late 5r Burra Surendra Reddy for 2l purpaees

Mams), ¥Wio. CHINDADA RAMESH, Rio.
Doho. 2-1-302, Church Streel, Pullimeru
Village, Peddapuram Mandal, Kakinads
Di=trict, A F, Indka

MANIRATHNAM CHIMDADA (C1ld Mame)
to CHINDADA MAMI RATNAM (MNew
Nama}. Honce forth e Known'Called as
CHINDADA MANI RATHNAM, This is kird
iror TN o ak Concared,

CHANGE OF NAME
| GHINDADA MANI RATNAM (New

— CHINDADA MANI RATMNAM

I, Mohammed Saleem Ahamed,
Slo. Mhohammed Mustagque, O.Na.
16-33-6/G, Pachipala Varl Street,
Recharla Peta,
Mandal, Kakinada Lhstnct, Andhra
Pradesh do heredy declans and confinm inat

my Document Mo 353 H013, D 10-01-2043
| Have Changed my name from |£I:ung with the crgiral Document put in a

bag for Baking Herox coplas an my Yehick
whan | reached near xerx Genter situaked
in Bachardapeia to Mainraad tha said,
anginal Decumant mispaced same whers
on the way. If anyone finde it pleese
wrifceen Bhe tarmber: el

Wisharemed Safesm Ahansd i, Yosrameed Vusage
Coli: D480 THTED

L)

akinada Urban

oF]
e

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
No.2, 211 & 2/3, Kalidasa Marg, 1st Main Road, Gandhinagar,
Bengaluru - 560009. Phone No. 080-22265383 website:www.kiadb.in

No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-33/2808/2026-27

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER

{ Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

Date:21.08.2026

POTRLIONNENR WS TRORI Q%é dCAFT
AR D,

2,83 18 BFOZ[OMOONYN

(Standard Tender

FToFWT AFET
FIONETOOT 023A0TTTRT BE3eD,
SRe3ReR03LEN 2SS, LT RONLRTO NLToN, L33 ONTRTO

WS R BoBTT JIR

K083 :16/2026-27 &x05:19-08-2026

eWOR  HORTT TIuBODY  BIDRERT  BY  decdpemodeen Qe
3054-03-337-0-05-200 0o é@pﬁ@;
3054-04-337-1-10-200 33@ a’m@% déﬁ%ﬁ QAW 2,
80-190-0-01-132 3JoFe3d d;j e:oa,‘,’)d@% ANT A0S —
KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD (Co%, WO T ReDINW) & (VR [N, TF AeDINWD), WRODYT
FO BRI [UROT BTE mgﬁmdaod lelwlon
eﬁm@ﬁmﬁd. TOOMONTI), d%of%&mfgjw OHT ATELATOT ATFE T 273,
Document KW -1, 2 & 4 508) Q=30Re, ONERITTY,
rheRRToR ©HACHT 30Q SHROLHT Y VTFINCTT TRY MR,

5054-
QWOT0Y éa;s

Item Rate Tender under two cover bid system is invited for the works mentioned below as per
the Karnataka Transparency in FPublic Procurement Act 1899 and Kules 2000 through alectronic
procurement from eligible Contractors who have got adequate financial resources, state of the
art technology, sullable construction equipments, technical man power & sufficient past
experience for the following work as per the schedule given below:
Mame of the work: (1) Providing alternate power source to Adinarayana Hosahalli Industrial
Area, Phase-Z, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.

® Last Dale and Time for Receipt of Tenders: 07.09.2026 upto 4:00 pm.
Applicants May download bidding documents from the Karnataka Public Procurement portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Sdl-
DIPR/CPI2376/CCLI2026-27 Engineer-in-Chief

BANK OF INDIA

HOME LOAN CENTRE-64187, First Floor, Ravi Complex Building,

D.No.17-5-5, A.5. R.Stadulm Road, Eluru, Eluru Dist-534005.

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
SALE OF IMMOVABLE ASSETS CHARGED T0O THE BANK UNDER THE SECURITISATION AND
RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002
The undersigned as Authorised Officer of State Bank of India has taken over Possession of the following
property UMS 13(4) of the SARFAES| Act, 2002, Public at large iz informed that e-auction (under SARFAES] Act,
2002y of the charged property mentioned below for realisation of Bank's dues will beheld on “AS 15 WHERE 13"
and A3 |3 WHAT I5" and “WHATEVER THERE 15" BASIS and on the terms and conditions specified hereunder,

BHAVTITNIZT. FIF WOTD BHT Tw. 12.99 OB ToNL NOT, YOIV
B3P Tw. 150.00 ©3NL SNTH. T BREFS EOBT FYRLeTNTIT 18
RDMONTH (2.8033; 38698, 38700, 37261 (2:¢ 83), 37251 (2:¢ 83), 39263
OJ003:27-08-2026, faﬁo&ﬁzs: 39001, 38665 Q<003 28-08-2026, “&.503323:
39705, 39992, 39708, 39711, 39717, 39725, 39760, 39761 QT003: 29-08-2026,
‘3.30935:40400, 38464, 38623 QHTo03: 31-08-2026T0%0) oE 4.30 nodddneen
LoRTT BYRICR. TLT DTONEN 350 BeFODY DTOL Q0 TITZ, FOTEF X

SPONLWTITONG.
28 [— F0NETOOF 20300 TE,

SpedecRodeeN 83, WERONTRTO LT, LB [oNGRTO

Applicant: Smt Vadrevu Jaya Lakshmi, Wio VL.5.R.Murthy, Flat No FF 4, Vaibhav Towers, Tih Road, Sri Ram
Magar, Elura, West Godavan Destrict. Co-Applicant: Sri V.5.R.NMurthy, S/o Purmna Raop, Flat Mo 302, S R.M,
institute -:-f Erng, Satrampadu, Elury, Wast Godavari Distrct. (Housing Loan Afe No.33553254905)
: R5.12,16,116/- (Rupees Twelve Lakhs Sixteen Thousand Ome Hundred and Fifteen
Only) 23 on 18.05.2026 with future intarast therson and other axpenses, cosis, charges sic., thereon,
DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Al that piece and parcel of the Property consisting of vacant site in an Extent of 194.4 5q Yards B 5. No 4296, situat-
ed at Plot MNe. 15, PR No.29, Beside Yesu Prabhu Statue, Duggirala Village, Pedavegi Mandal, West Godavan District,
belonging to Smt Vadrevu Jaya Lakshmi, W/o V.5.R.Murthy, (Regd Sale Document No.11/2014, Dtd: 02.01.2014).

M East: Land of Piot ND 16, South: Land of Plot Na. 14, West: 2-1-11: '.-'.'u:!E Road, Nm"th 30ft wide Road,

~mﬂ:ﬁﬁ.a@ﬁﬁiﬁilﬂﬁiﬁmﬂ ; 08, Eﬂﬂ

.......................

W&Eﬁﬁm

The Earnast Money Deposit (EMD) of the successful bidder shall be ratainad towards part sake considération and tha
EMD of unsuccessiul bidders shall be refunded. The Earnest Money Depasit shall not bear any interest. The Successhul
bidder shall have o deposit 25% of the sale price, adjesting the EMD already paid, within 24 hours of the acceptance of
bad prica by the Authorized Officer and the balance 75% of the sake price an or bafore 15th day of sale Incasa of defaut
i payrment by the sucsessful bidder the amount already depostad the offer shall be liable o be forferted and propardy
shall be put 1o ré-aucton and the defaulting barmwer shall have no claimfright in respect of propery famount.

The sale shall be subject fo ndes/conditions prescribed by the the bank, and the Bank reserves the right to
eccept or reject anv/all offers without assingring any reasons therefore

The hlddera are adw:.&n‘ to go thn::-gh the de’raured Ter'rns & Conditions of e-fuction available on the Web portal

¥ : 3 shibidder-re 3 of the service provider: M/s PSB Aldliance, Contact

No.B291220220 and hr any pmpurty mlated quan.r may contact Authorised Officer, State Bank of India,
Home Loan Centre-64187, (RACPC), Eluru, Eluru District, Sri Nambu Vesreswara Rao, Cell No: 86188 TB27E,
E-Mail ID: shi.e4187@sbi.co.in and Bidders can also contact Bank's Approved Resolution Agent M's JR
Associates, Call: 35534 BEE6ET, BEAEA 53700 in offica houwrs during the working days

The purchaser shall bear the applicable stamp duties/addifional stamp duty/transfer charges, fee, etc, and
also all the statutory/non-statutory dues, taxes, reates, assessment charges, feed ate. owing to anybody.
Hote: Inlerested bidders may deposit Pre-Bid EMD with PSB Alliance before the close of e-Auction, Credit of Pre-
hid EMD shall be given 1o the bidder only after receipt of payment in PSE Alliance's Bank account and upation of
such mformation in the e-auction website. This may take some time as per banking process and hence hiddars, in
thiir o imberest, are advised to submit the pre--bn:li EI'I.-'ID amount weall in advance tu avoid any last minute prnblam

ThlE may El.ls.l:r IJE 1raat-al:| as notica l;.n'r Bley o) |:-f Sacunty Interest iEnf-:-mErnanl::l Rulas, EI}CIE '|::- tha bnrr-:-wan'E
and guaranton's of the sakd loan amount pay before the date of e-auction, failing which the propery will be
E-auctionedisole and bakance dues, if any, wil ba recovered with interest and cosat

21.08.2028, Place: Eluru

Date:

Bronch Office: ICIC]T Bank Limited, Pushpamangoalom Estote, NH Bya
Pass Rood, Edapally, Cochin- GE2024

(1cICI Bank

PUBLIC NOTICE-TENDEH CUM E-ALDCTION FOH SALE OF SECURELD ASSET

[See proviso to Rule 8{6])
Matice for sole of Immovoblp oeset{s)

E-fAuction Sole Matice for the sale of immovable ossetis) under the Securtisation ond Reconstruction of Financhal
Agsety and Enforcement of Secwrity Interest Act, 2002 reod with proviso 1o Rule B [B] of the Security Intenest
(Enforcement ] Rubes, 2002

1 his mofice is hareby given 1o the publec in |_}r"nr'r|:ll and in partcular to the Hl'url:lwr'rl:-.:l and L}uul-;:n!uﬂ-.] thot tha
below described immovoble property mortgoged/ charged to the Secured Creditor, the Physical podsession of
which has been foken I:r;.r1hr- Authoneed Officer of ICIC] Bank Limited will be sobd on "&s i where is', 'A% |s whaot &'
lh-m,! Whu!ﬂ-ri there is' O per the Brief p-c_:r'ln: wulfire :]rl..'r ] I'u:-l'r-unl:!t-i'

L ol

A “Nome of Details of the | ;b-.mmmr_._:h}:-l.'r'u.-tr' Date and | Dote &
MNo. cﬁ"’gﬁfﬂﬁh SL“EIJI;{L:EL'L'HA '[!h.:'ta.-b:lnl.‘rm"lﬂ..I.E Price ﬁTimn of FTL'“E' of
with known [Egrmest operty |E-Auction
Cuarontors! encumbronces, if ony Money | Inspection |

| Loon Account Mo _ Deposi

1A} [8) <} @ | ® | A | 6

| 1. | Mir. Suresh Reddy All Thot The House, Canstructed on Hs Hs 5':'1'11'.*mbtf Se F-"‘l miber
Golugurl [Bormower] | Plot No32, Admeasuring 150 5q 74,61,156/-| BO.OD, | 05, 2026 | 15, 2026
Mrs. Golugur Durgo | Yords or s Eguivalent To 12541 S5q. ;‘r ':"“! { OOR- From From
Bhovoni [Co- | Mitrs.. Hoving Plinth Area of 855.73 15“ E'.'E'E As 11:00 AM | 10:30 AM
Bormower) Account No. | SfL, In Ground Floor With RC.C ' 6,00, To To

000/~ (12100 Noon| 11:30 AM

TEBHYDODDOESE 7878 | Roofing. in Survey Nos. 175 Port And
176 Port, Situated At Anmogal
Hu:,!ulhnugur "."illugq:. Hn:,-u1_hnngur
Revenue Mondal, Rongo Reddy
District. Under Ward Mo.d. Block

| No.11. of Ghme Limits, Hoyothnogar

| Circle. Registration Sub District,

| Hayothnogor And Bounded By:-

| Worth: Neighbours Lond South: Plot

| No. 33 East Plot No. 31 West 30¢

| Wide Rood & Park Property Type:
independent House In 150 5q Yards

The online ouction will be conducted on the website (URL Link-assets.motexouctions.com). of our auction
agency M. Matex Technologies Privote Limited The Mortgogors/ Moticees are given & lost chance to poy
the totol dues with further interest by September 14, 2026 before D500 P_M.. else the secured asset|s) will
be sold os per schedule

The prospective bidder(s) must submit the Ecmest Money Deposit (EMD) Demand Draft (D) (Refer Column E] ot
HCIC) Bonk 1CPCT Bonk Lid Street Mo 1, Begumpet, Hyderobod- 500016 Branch on or before September 14, 2036
by 0500 PM Thereafter, they hove to submit their offer through the website mentioned above on or before
Seplember 14, 2026 by 05:00 PM olong with the sconned imoge of the Bank ocknowledged DD towords proof of
poyment of EMD, In cose the praspective bidder[s] I8’ ore unable to submit his/ herf thelr offer through the
website, then the signed copy of tender documents may be submtted at ILIC] Bonk ICIL] Bank Ltd Street No. 1,
Begumpet, Hyderobod- 500016 Branch on or before September 14, 2026 by 0500 PM Eomest Maney Deposlt
DOYPO showld be from o Motionalised Scheduled Bonk in fovour of 1CHC Bank Limited” payabke at “Hyderabad™
For any further darificotions in terms of inspection, Terms ond Conditions of the E-Auction or submission of
tenders, contoct ICICT Bank Employes Phone on 8008327 7 2368008999536

The Authorised Oificer reserves the right 1o reject any or all the bids without furnishing any turther recsons, For
detoiled terms and conditions of the sole. pleose vist wewssdicicibonk comindpds

Dot Asgust 22, 2026 Avthorized Oficer

I....le:n. o West Godovan

epaper.newindianﬂ:.as.mm .

ICICI Bank |_|'rr||1,r_l_-.'.L,.|

e OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
OF POLICE WIRELESS

MNo.1, M. G. Road, Bengaluru-560001.
Phona: +31-80-22942324, Email: spwireless@ksp.gov.in

Tender No: KSPI2026-27/SE0106 Date: 20/08/2026
Tender Notification (Through e-procurment Portal)

Additional Director General of Police, Communication, Logistics &
Modemization, Bangaluru, has invited Tender for providing human resources
on outsourcing basis to perform Call Taker duties for the ERSS-112 and
1930-Cyber Crime Helpline, Estimated Bid value: Rs.1006.75 Lakhs.
Pre-bid meeting on 29.08.2026 at 12.00 hrs, The Lastdate and time for tender
submission 168.00.2026, 17.00 hrs. Further detalls can be obtained by visiting
e-procurement portal hitps:/leproc.karnataka.gov.in. For more information,
pleasa contactthe above office.

Sdl- Superintendent of Police,
Wireless, Bengaluru,

DIPR,/CP,/SHIRDI SA1,/ 2357/ 2026-27

ij, Union Ba

A g !-Lr\-:-ﬂ

SAMALKOT BRANCH,

SAMALKOT,
KAKINADA DIST

Iu-l-i'l"IF

To Date: 23.07. 2028
1)Bormrower :Mre.Puppala Menaka Devi, W/o Kannayya, [ Mo:2-113, Main
Road, HussainpuramVillage Samalkot Mandal, Kakinada Dist, Andhral
Pradesh-533434 2)Co-Obligant'Guarantor:Mr.Puppala Kannayya,S/o
Lakshmanarag, D.Mo:2-113, Main Read, Hussainpuram Village, Samalket
Mandal, Kakinada Dist, Andhra Pradesh-533434

SirlMadam,

SUB: Motice under Section 13{2) read with section 13{3) of Securitisation|
|and Reconstructions of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002,

You the addressea Mo 1 along with addresses No 2 az Borrower and]
Co-Obligant'Guarantor herain have availed the following credit facilities
{from our Union Bank of India, Samalkot Branch and failed to pay the|
dues [ instalments / interest! operate the account salisfactorily, and hence,
fin terms of the REI guidelinges asg to the Income Recognition and Prudential
Accounting Moms, your account has been classified as Non Performing
Azspt on 23.06.2026. As on 22.07.2026 & sum of R&.4 85 621/-{Rupees
Four Lakh Eighty Five Thousand Six Hundred and Twenty One Onlyjis|
outstanding in your accounts,
The particulars of amount dua to the Bank from you in respect of the|
laforesaid accounts are as under

Matuse of S Limit amount | Applcable Rate of Cutstanding
ke fin Rupees) | Interest (% pa) | Amount{in Rupees)
Orver Draft Aflc Mo
Igs-nzaﬁ pooooiga | Fs-4.80.000.00 9.753% Rs.4.855621.00

To secure the repayment of the monles due or the monies that may bammel
dusa to the Bank, you have execuded documents in favour of the Bank and
created security Interest by way of mortgage of immovable properties

described harein below:
Security Details:

Allthat Part & Parcal of the Properly consisting of Residential bulding bearng
D WNo.2-113M .10 an axtent of 75 Sq.yds siluated al Hussainpuram Viliage,
Samalkot Mandal, Easl Godavari Districl (Now Eakinada District) belonging
io Puppala Kannayya,S/o Lakshmanarao within the following boundaries
East: 45.00 Fi —Puppala Jaggarac’s Wall, West: 45.00 Fi-Endorsed house
part to Puppala Venkata Ramana, Morth: 15.00 Ft - Ayenala Suryanarayana’s
Site, South: 15.00 Fi — Raja Veedhi,

Therafora you are hareby called upon you in terms of section 13(2) of
tha Secufilization and Reconstruction of Financial Assels and Enforeemeant
of Securily Interest Act, 2002, 1o pay a sum of Rs.4,85621/- (Rupees Four
Lakh Eighty Five Thousand Six Hundred and Twenty One Only)iogethsr
with further interast and charges at the contractual rate as per the ferms and
conditions of loan documents executed by you and discharge your liabilities
in full within 60 days from the date of receipt of this notice, failing which, we
shall be constrained to enfarce the above securities created by you in favor of]
fhe bank by exercising any o all of the rights given under the said Act.

As par Saction 13 (13) of the Act, onreceipd of this nolice you ara raah'aimdl
{ prevented from disposing of or dealing with the above securities without the
consant of the Bank,

The Bank reserves its rights to call upon you to repay the liabilities that
may arise under the outstanding Bills Discounted, Bank Guarantaes and Letter
of Credit issued and established on your behalf,

Your attention is invited to provigions of Sub-section (B) of Seclion 13 of]
the SARFAES! in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assels

el i ey Sdl- Chief Manager & Authorised Officer

Ref. No.: 03551/S5PF/Dulla/2026-27

To

Borrower{s)/co-Obligant{s)/Mortgagor({s)/Guarantor(s) -

1) Mis Siva Sai Poultry Farm, Represented by its Managing Pariner, Mr.
Yannamani Lakshmipathi, Office: D.No.B-117, Dulla Village, Kadiyam
Mandal, East Godavari Dist-533 234, Unit: D.No4-44, G Yerrampalem
Village, Rajanagaram Mandal, East Godavan District-533 341

2) Mr. Yannamani Lakshmipathi, DNog-117, Dulla Village, Kadiyam
Mandal, East Godavari District-533 234,

3) Mrs. Yannamani Sudha, D.No 6-117, Dulla village, Kadiyam Mandalam,
East Godavari Districl-533 234,

4) Mr. Yannamani Venkata Narasimha Murthy, D.No.6-117, Dulla Village,
Kadivam Mandal, East Godavari District-533 234

5) Mr. Yannamani Srinivasu, D.No.6-117, Dulla Village, Kadiyam Mandal,
East Godavari Disirict-533 234,

6) Mrs. Bikkina Padmavathi, Wio Uma Shankar, D.No.2-130, Katheny,
Rajahmundry, East Godavari District-533 105.

T} The estate of the deceased Mrs. Chundru Savitri, W/o. Venkata Ratnam,
Rep. by her legal heirs, D.MNo.29-6-10, Kapileswarapuram Road,
Mandapeta, East Godavan District-533 308.

B} Mrs. Bikkina Satyaveni, W/o Nageswara Rao, D.No.2-154, park street,
Katheru, Rajahmundry, East Godavari District-523 105.

8) Mr. Yannamani Sri Lakshmi Narayana, D.No8-117, Dulla \illage,
Kadiyam Mandal, East Godavari District-533 234.

Dear SirMadam,

Reg.: Final Notice for collectionfremoval of household articles/belongings

lying in the secured asset.

Ref.: 1. Our letter No.03551/SSPF/Dulla/2025-26 dated 14.05.2025,

2. Our letter No.03551/SSPF/Dulla/2025-26 dated 20.03.2026 and
3. Our letter No.03551/SSPF/Dulla’2026-27 dated 30.06.2026.

With reference to the above, we inform you that the property described

herginbelow was offered as one of the collateral securities for the credit

facilities availed by M's Siva Sai Poultry Farm, rep. by its Managing

Partner, Mr. Yannamani Lakshmipathi from our Mandapeta Branch. The

said credi facilities were classified as Non-Performing Asset (NPA) on

19.02.2024 and SARFAES| proceedings were thereafter initiated in respect of

the secured assel in accordance with law.

DESCRIPTION OF THE SECURED ASSET

Residential bulding RCC roof 3 sloreys building in 514.50 Sq,Yards al old D.Nao.
B-117 (New D.MNo.6-127), at RS No.187/2, 6th ward in Dulla Village, Kadiyam
Mandal belonging to legal heirs of Late Mr. Yannamani Veeraraghavulu i.e.
1. Mr. Yannamani Lakshmipathi, 2. Mr. Yannamani Venkata Marasimha
Murthy, 3. Yannamani Srinivasu & 4. Mrs. Bikkina Padmavathi bounded by:
ltem No.1 (Doc Mo: 634/2008 dated 02-04-2008): North: Properiy of K Rama
Rao, South: Compound wall of G. Samba Siva Sharma and Compound wall
of Srkakulapu Satyanarayana, East: 2nd iem and compound wall of S.
Satyanarayana, West: Panchayat Road. Hem No.2 (Doc Mo: 634/2008
dated 02-04-2008). Morth: Properly of Kantipudi Rama Rao, South:
Compound wall of Srkakulapuy Satyanarayana, East: Compound wall/
properly of Vanka Satyanarayana Chowdary, West: 1si idem. Owerall
Boundaries of Property: North: Property of Kantipudi Rama Rao, South:
Compound walliproperty of G.Samba Siva Sharma and Compound wall/
property of Srikakulapu Satyanarayana, East: Compound wallpropery of
Vanka Satyanarayana Chowdary, West: Panchayat Road,
Pursuant fo the SARFAES! proceedings, physical possassion of the securad
asset was taken on 27.11.2024 through advocate commissioner appaintad for
the purpose. AL the tme of laking physical possession, certain household
articles/belongings were found lying in the premises, The particulars of the
articles found at the time of taking possession were duly recorded and details
thersof were communicated to you vide our lelier dated 14.05.2025.
Despife the above communication and subsequent lefters dated 20.03.2026
and 30.06.2026, you have nol come forward to collectremove the said
household articles/bedongings from the premises.
It is further informed that the secured asset has subsequently been soid
pursuant to e-auction on 13.08.2026. The Bank is therefore required fo
facilitate the handing over of the secured asset fo the successful auction
purchaser. In these circumsiances, you ara hereby called upon, as a final
opporiunity, to contact the undersigned and make arrangements for collection
of the household arficlesibelongings within 7 days from the recespi of this
notice, lying in the premises.
Any reasonable and actual expenses, moured by the Bank towards presenvation
storagelsecurity of the said arbcles subsaguent to the above notices shall be dealt
with in accordance with applicable law. You are also advised that any deleraration
or depreciation in the condition of the artickes anising solely on account of their
profanged non-collection despite repeated notices and opporunities afforded to
you shall be dealt with in accordance with law.

In case you fail bo confact the Bank and collectremove the said articles withan the

aforesaid pariod, the bank shall be al liberty to take such further skeps in respect

of the custody of the unclaimed articles as may be perméssible under applicable
|law, without any further nolice, and at your risk as to consequences.

This notice is issued without prejudice o the Bank's rights and remedies under the

SARFAES! Act, 2002 and other applicable laws, and nothing contained herein

shall be construed as wanver of any n'gh!- claim or remedy available 1o the Bank,

Date :14.08.2026 Sd/- Authorised Officer
Place : Mandapeta Union Bank of India

MANDAPETA BRANCH-03551

U‘“ﬂ" Eﬂﬂk [ 8 5-18-5, Taravanipess, Mandageta,
balp il East Godavari Disdrict, Andhra Pradesa-533 3
el E-Mal: ubind8(5538unionbantafindia bank in

Date: 14.08.2026
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

JURY OUT ON PROSPECT
OF ALL THREE ECONOMIC
ENGINES FIRING IN 2026-27

NDIA'S real GDP growth for the first quarter of the current
fiscal year is projected to exceed consensus estimates.
While the RBI estimates Q1 growth at 7 percent, private
forecasters peg it higher at 7-8 percent. This optimism is
driven by near-term trackers showing resilient private con-
sumption, healthy exports, robust tax collections and strong
output in both manufacturing and services. Full-year fiscal
growth could approach 7 percent, exceeding the central
bank’s 6.7 percent estimate despite the triple shock of soar-
ing oil prices, shifting US tariffs and heightened geopolitical
uncertainties. Despite these headwinds and the possibility
of erratic rainfall, the broader economy should remain
resilient. Nevertheless, a few analysts expect 2026-27 growth
to moderate towards 6 percent, with a sharp slowdown in
the second half. Economic momentum is likely to be affected
by food and fuel inflation, the potential impact of El Nino
on agricultural output and softening private consumption.

As it is, rating agency ICRA pointed to signs that services
sector growth slackened in Q1 alongside industry. It further
noted that the business sentiment of services companies
weakened in the quarter, with optimism dipping to the lowest
in five years amid headwinds blowing in from the West Asia
crisis and persistent wage cost pressures. In contrast, SBI
Research was upbeat about domestic consumption, govern-
ment capital expenditure and, importantly, industrial and
services activity flashing green. Official data slated to be
released on August 31 will confirm how the two key engines
of the economy fared during the quarter.

Much also depends on how global oil prices behave. Currently;
most of the inflation and growth estimates are based on
the assumption that India’s crude oil import basket will likely
average $80-90 a barrel in 2026-27. But if the precarious situation
around the Persian Gulf goes out of hand and oil prices firm
up beyond $90, it can potentially revise the growth forecasts
downwards and inflation estimates upwards. Likewise, trade
war uncertainties continue to dampen sentiment. While mer-
chandise exports are holding up well, thanks to bilateral trade
pacts with Asian and Western economies, US tariff shocks—
like the recent 100-200 percent levies on Indian pharmaceutical
exports—could drag growth potential overnight. Lastly, while
headline economic activity may appear robust, ensuring broad-
based growth requires all three economic engines—agriculture,
industry, and services—to put their shoulders to the wheel.

RETHINK DEATH SENTENCE
IN EXECUTION REVIEW

— HE Supreme Court has again upheld hanging as a valid
method of executing a death sentence. It also said the
method can be reconsidered if evidence of an alterna-
tive emerges, while allowing the Centre to explore
faster, less painful and dignified methods. The petition

was about the manner of execution. But changing the

method does not change the nature of punishment. Whether

a person is hanged or killed by another method, the result is

the same. It is retributive, not reformative, justice. The ques-

tion cannot be reduced to how much pain an execution caus-
es or how long it takes. It should be whether the State should
continue to take the life of a person it has convicted.

India’s judicial record shows why the punishment re-
mains contested. Currently, 574 prisoners are on death row,
the highest number since 2016. From 2016 to 2025, sessions
courts handed 1,310 death sentences. High courts confirmed
70, commuted 411 to life terms and acquitted 285. Project 39A
data says only about one in 20 death sentences between 2000
and 2015 were upheld on appeal. The overwhelming major-
ity did not survive higher judicial scrutiny.

The bigger concern is that death cannot be reversed. In
Manoj vs Madhya Pradesh (2022), the Supreme Court laid
down mandatory protocols to prevent death sentences from
being imposed without proper consideration of mitigating
circumstances, a convict’s mental state, background and
capacity for reform. If the justice system requires such
careful examination before imposing the death penalty, the
risk of irreversible misstep is clear.

The recent Muzaffarnagar episode adds another reason
for caution. A trial court judge gave 22 death sentences in 10
cases over four months, raising concerns about judicial tem-
perament and how trial courts respond to pressure in cases
involving heinous crimes and strong public pressure.

Abolishing the death penalty does not make the criminal
justice system pacifist. Serious and atrocious crimes can still be
punished with life imprisonment, including without remission
where the law permits. The State does not have to take a life to
punish a convict. Moreover, the plain truth is that an innocent
person executed cannot be brought back. The Supreme Court
has left the question of the method of execution open to future
evidence. The country should use this moment to discuss the
larger issue of whether India needs capital punishment at all.

QUICK TAKE

BAD BUTTERFLY EFFECT
’:IFA, the football overlord in a freefall on popularity

charts since the World Cup, has finally taken action on

the ugly fracas the tournament ended with. On Friday, it
handed out bans and fines to three Argentina players and
one official for on-pitch scuffles. Leandro Paredes, who
shoved a Spanish player to the ground after the final, earned
the harshest sentence of a 10-match ban and a €76,000 fine.
The nation’s football association was fined €94,000 and
directed to spend €85,500 on anti-racism projects. But the
damage is done. As Premier League prepared to restart this
weekend, the league’s refereeing head warned of a global
fallout from Fifa’s baffling decision to allow US forward
Folarin Balogun to play despite a World Cup red card.

TADEPALLIGUDEM, SATURDAY 0. (0)8.2026

IVING and taking offence is a
large part of Indian public life,
and it has a legal history. The
Indian Penal Code’s Section
295A, which criminalises acts
intended to outrage religious feel-
ings, was drafted in 1927 after a
quarrel over a scurrilous pamphlet. Rather
than containing communal conflict, it
supplied the vocabulary for conducting it:
complainants learned to say their feelings
had been wounded, and in saying so
produced the feeling. The law educated its
subjects in outrage, and that education
has mostly served reactionary ends.

Which makes the seven-week sit-in
at Jantar Mantar worth examining,
because the insult in question found
no such channel.

On May 15, the Chief Justice of India
likened unemployed young people to
cockroaches and parasites attacking in-
stitutions through social media activism
and litigation. He reframed it later, but
he had disclosed what everyone recog-
nised as the oldest law of society: that
the strong may scorn the weak.

Within a day, a post on X asked what
would happen if all the cockroaches came
together. By nightfall, there was a website
and a set of handles. Ten weeks later, the
Union education minister had resigned—
an act without precedent in this govern-
ment’s 12 years. Those mobilised were the
educated unemployed, who had no iden-
tity to defend or temple to protect.

Politics ordinarily begins with a de-
mand, when people discover that their
claims converge on the same authority.
This protest was sparked by an insult,
which is a different thing—and the dif-
ference is where the interest lies.

The insult disclosed a structure of feel-
ing one might call anti-social, since it
ridiculed young people for doing no more
than trying to make their way by the
means available. Once, the majority were
denied education by the rules of caste.
Today, they are educated and unemployed,
and mocked from the Bench for it, as
though society bore no responsibility for
them. Such a negative form of sociality is
what caste has always practised.

Hierarchy of this kind works by sham-
ing, without ever stating itself. A young
man told to wait outside, served tea in a
separate glass, asked his surname before
his marks are handed over: none of it
can be lodged anywhere. Its efficiency
lies in becoming a property of the suf-
ferer: a sense of one’s own place, carried
about and even defended.

This is the psychic life of power. In
Judith Butler’s phrase, subordination
does not merely constrain a person, it
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Though the term ‘dimagi Naxal’ searches for a doctrine,
the phenomenon is demographic. The CJP marks the withdrawal
of an audience that grew up with the BJP in power

SPARKED WITH INSULT,
POKED WITH INNUENDO,
REPLIED WITH MOCKERY

ARVIND RAJAGOPAL

forms one. It is through such unrecord-
ed daily traffic that caste is maintained.
Ambedkar put it at its sharpest in
Annihilation of Caste: the missionary
religions had been cruel, forcing their
truths on the unwilling; the Hindu had
been mean, keeping others in darkness
rather than share an inheritance, and
meanness is worse than cruelty.

It is meanness one hears in the name
“cockroach”: not the wish to destroy,
but the refusal to admit. The law defines
the act of discrimination but not the at-
titude, and attitudes shift only when
what may be said in public shifts. Which
is what a remark from the Bench does
and a remark in a corridor cannot: it is
dated, attributable, replayable and can
therefore be answered.

The old order has not given way; it
has relocated. Within months of the
2012 Supreme Court judgement uphold-
ing the Right to Education Act, a Dalit

Professor of media studies at New York University
% and author of The Indian Public Sphere
and Politics After Television

SOURAV ROY

organisation in Bengaluru alleged that
qguota children at a city school had had
tufts of hair cut off so that they could
be told apart at a glance. The mark of
distinction, once carried in a name, had
been reissued as a haircut.

Exclusion migrates from the prohibi-
tion to the procedure. The gate is open and
the threshold is technical: the entrance
test, the admissions portal, the merit
scale. Nobody now says that you may not
enter. It is said that you did not qualify.
Meanness has acquired a technique, and
the technique claims neutrality.

But no technique is neutral in that
way. Each displaces those already in
place and sets fresh conditions of access,
the points at which strangers meet and
at which a claim is registered or refused.
Whoever shapes those conditions shapes
the politics that follows.

Consider our recent mobilisations in
this light. The Anna Hazare agitation of

Taste is, first and foremost, distaste, disgust

' and visceral intolerance of the taste of others = Bourdieu

Pierre

2011 was not so much covered by the media
as co-produced with them, where the im-
age was the destination and the yield mod-
est—Iless in the end than that of the Right
to Information Act, won by a rural move-
ment with no fanfare. The kisan andolan
of 2020-21 inverted the arrangement. De-
nied the national channels, the farmers
created their own, sat on the highways for
15 months and got the laws repealed.

The cockroaches learned from both.
Television gave the Jantar Mantar sit-in
little, so the students filmed it them-
selves. And when mobile internet was
throttled on July 20 and 16 Delhi metro
stations shut, footage of the lathi-charge
that sent some 150 to hospital surfaced
anyways, hours late and twice as damag-
ing. They treat the old media as weather,
to be navigated rather than courted.

Hence the difficulty with the phrase
used from the Red Fort on August 15.
“Dimagi Naxal” asks us to look for amind
behind the disturbance: a doctrine, a cad-
re, a foreign hand. But there is no doc-
trine here: marchers carried the tricolour
and the Constitution, not party flags.

Nor will this pass with the monsoon:
it is demographic. The ILO’s 2024 count
found the young making up 83 percent
of India’s unemployed, and graduates
nine times likelier to be jobless than
those who cannot read. The CJP’s fol-
lowing on Instagram is twice the ruling
party’s, and the parents are inside the
movement, having mortgaged them-
selves for the coaching fees.

A generation that has grown up with
the BJP in power since it was in high
school has answered not by falling into
line, but with carnival and mockery. The
CJPisawithdrawal of the audience, and
for a politics that runs on being watched
there is no more serious loss.

Ambedkar told the Constituent Assem-
bly in 1949 that we were entering a life of
contradictions: equality in politics, ine-
quality in social and economic life. Those
who suffer the inequality, he warned,
would one day blow up the political de-
mocracy the Assembly had so laboriously
built. The cockroaches are blowing noth-
ing up. They are announcing that the
times have changed, and that they have
nothing to lose by moving with them.

In the same speech, Ambedkar named
the danger on the other side. Bhakti in
religion, he said, might be a road to the
salvation of the soul, but in politics hero-
worship “is a sure road to degradation
and to eventual dictatorship”. A genera-
tion that has stopped worshipping has
taken the first step back off that road.

(Views are personal)
Full article on newindianexpress.com

FUTURE BELONGS TO FIFTH ESTATE

E Indians take a salacious inter-
est in non-standard behaviour
because in our regimented,
hierarchical society, difference
looks like wilful deviance.
So, from the moment when it
became clear that the students’
agitation had tapped an unstoppable force
and the ruling party was no longer an
immovable object, pompous questions
arose. Why aren’t the cockroaches form-
ing an actual political party? Why do they
want to remain a pressure group? Aren’t
their intentions honourable?

Received wisdom holds that legitimacy in
representational democracy flows solely
from electoral victory. Political actors out-
side of the electoral system are deemed to be
useless, and up tono good—Naxals and cock-
roaches messing up a beautiful democracy:

This democracy is portrayed as aneat sys-
tem of checks and balances created by coun-
terpoising its three main Estates—the Ex-
ecutive and Legislature, which are descended
from the royalty and nobility of pre-modern
times, and the Judiciary, which has taken on
one of theroles of the clergy. But the checks
and balances have crumbled like termite-
infested timber and part of the Fourth
Estate, the press, has also fallen in a heap.

The future belongs to the Fifth Estate,
which consists of restless resistance
groups in Brownian motion, drawn togeth-
er by gravity—trade unions, farmers’ un-
ions, advocacy collectives, lone warrior
academics and creative artists, nonprofits,
fact-checkers, peacemongers, whistleblow-
ers and much-transferred honest adminis-
trators, social media publics, independent
journalists and analysts who challenge
State narratives with facts. Individually,
each component looks like a minority. To-
gether, they form a cohort. Fittingly, the
word originally described a military unit.

India’s Fifth Estate is buzzing. Seven-
teen years after it was enacted, the Right
to Education Act could finally mean some-
thing for schoolchildren. Mafias which
have toiled since the 1970s to reduce high-
er education to paid-for certification are
threatened. To widen the scope of the
question, was the grand edifice of Indian
democracy ever for real? And does legiti-
macy flow only from multiparty politics?

The Fifth Estate is always pooh-poohed
as undignified and ineffectual, even an im-
pediment. But it is to institutional politics
what street theatre is to playing Shake-
speare. It bypasses formalities and is more
alive. It turned Jantar Mantar into a village
square for public discussion—an echo of
republicanism in ancient India, in the time

PRATIK KANJILAL

For years, the author has been speaking
easy to a surprisingly tolerant public

SPEAKEASY

of the Buddha. Its cascading effects are
now influencing all of Indian politics.
Looking back, so many of India’s great
transformations—and transformative
legislations—owe to cockroaches past.
Environmental movements have changed
how we think of the commons, and given
it a central place in policymaking.
Sunderlal Bahuguna and Chandi Pras-
ad Bhatt’s Chipko movement led to a 15-
year ban on felling trees in the Himalayas.
Medha Patkar, Baba Amte and others who
opposed big dams highlighted the crisis of
mass displacement. Advocate M C Mehta
sued the government repeatedly to con-
tain industrial pollution. Anil Agarwal
and Sunita Narain launched dedicated

These movements featured stellar talent:
Aruna Roy, Nikhil Dey, H D Shourie,
Jean Dreéze, Jayati Ghosh, Prabhat
Patnaik, Reetika Khera, Harsh Mander,
Colin Gonsalves and many more.

Also in 2005, the Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act flowed from
the groundwork done since 1981 by the
Lawyers Collective. Launched at a time
when sexual violence was heavily under-
reported, pioneers Indira Jaising and
Anand Grover fostered an enabling legal
environment to support women at home
and in the workplace. After decades of
combat in court, homosexuality was de-
criminalised by the initiative of individu-
als like Navtej Singh Johar and NGOs like
Naz Foundation. In 1993, manual scaveng-
ing became illegal largely due to the tire-
less efforts of one man: Bezwada Wilson.

In 2006, following decades of campaign-
ing by Adivasis and allies, the Scheduled
Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwell-
ers Act recognised traditional community
claims to forest resources. Six decades af-
ter independence, the colonial view of see-
ing forests as ownerless wildernesses fit

#= for extractive commerce was challenged.

While the four traditional Estates
of society hem and haw, the Fifth
Estate—which includes honest
> administrators, farmers’ unions,

e advocacy collectives and digital
activists—is buzzing. It’s a long
line that can be traced back to
Sunderlal Bahuguna and Chandi
Prasad Bhatt’s Chipko movement

media for the environment. Together,
such people have done more for public
health—the eventual goal of environmen-
tal action—than the 20 environment min-
isters so far. Tree-felling makes banner
headlines today because of their work.
In 2005, a cluster of movements led to
the Right to Information Act and the
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act. The Right to Food campaign secured
the National Food Security Act in 2013.
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Also in 2006, former BSF director
general Prakash Singh, who had sued the
Union of India in the Supreme Court, won
amandamus writ outlining steps to profes-
sionalise the police and free it of political
control. Had they been taken in the last two
decades, the government would not have
been able to unleash maximum violence on
students in Jantar Mantar. The Supreme
Court has now formed a panel to probe the
excesses. If meaningful change results, it
will again be thanks to the Fifth Estate—in
this case, the disciplined students who took
a savage beating without striking back.

Despite the magnitude of their contribu-
tions, isn’t it strange that members of the
Fifth Estate have always been rhetorically
dismissed as ‘jholawallahs’ and ‘andolan-
jeevis’? Is it because the other estates of
democracy uncomfortably know that they
have surrendered their functions to the
Fifth Estate, out of crass indolence?

(Views are personal)
(Tweets @pratik_k)
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Educate, organise

Ref: NTA reforms (Aug 21). Though it
started as a students-led protest, it became
a sweeping mass movement. Solidarity
shook the conscience of both governments
and educationists. Knowledge as an
achievement, which remained dormant on
paper for years, is now becoming a reality.
Ramesh Kumar Kalra, Lucknow

Kubrick’s rubric

Ref: Violence on screens (Aug 21). In
Kubrick’s time, the big screen was a film’s
final destination, making bans effective.
Today, a theatrical release embargo doesn’t
stop demand through digital streaming
services and piracy. The digital age has
made it difficult for censorship to erase
cinema from public consciousness.
Narayanan Kizhumundayur, Thrissur

Swadeshi Al

Ref: Al sovereignty (Aug 21). Excessive
dependence on foreign technological
transfers risk linguistic or social bias,
threaten privacy and sometimes make
decisions that may harm people. India
should not simply trust Al systems based on
the claims made by technology companies.
They should be independently tested,
evaluated and routinely audited.
Khadeejathu Swafeedah, Kannur

Madras moment

Ref: Judge who got away with murder (Aug
21). The column is a disturbing reminder that
justice cannot have two faces—one for the
powerful and another for the powerless. A
position of authority must never become a
shield against accountability. Justice must
be fearless, impartial and uncompromising.
Nandana S Kumar, email

Freedom spirit

Ref: Stand on ‘Vande Mataram’ (Aug 21). The
controversy is nothing short of a tragedy.
What once united millions under the banner
of freedom is now entangled in divisive
politics. During colonial rule, every Indian
sang it with pride; hesitation today feels
like a betrayal of that very spirit. Congress
appears intent on fragmenting its legacy.
Arvind Tapkire, Mumbai

Watery muddle

Ref: Shah moots linking (Aug 21). Linking

the rivers may appear attractive, but the

vast geographic, ecological and political
complexities make the project highly
challenging. Water security is better served
by basin-level conservation, efficient
irrigation and consensus-based management.
N R Nagarajan, Virudhunagar
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PM Modi urges companies to explore new applications for their technologies and focus on solutions to help people

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR @ New Delhi

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday urged space
startups to explore applications
of space technology in agricul-
ture, livestock management,
dairy, the environment and oth-
er areas affecting people’s daily
lives. Interacting with CEOs
and founders of 20 space start-
ups ahead of National Space
Day, observed on August 23,
Modi also encouraged them to
engage with Atal Tinkering
Labs, spark curiosity among
schoolchildren and inspire the
next generation to join the
Space sector.

Sharing details of the meet-
ing on X, Modi said India’s pri-
vate space ecosystem could be-
come “a major force for India
and for the world”. He described
the participants as the “Yuva
Urja” of India’s space sector
and praised their courage in
entering a demanding new do-
main, taking risks, trusting the
reform process and remaining
consistent in their efforts.

He said India had achieved
significant progress in space in
recent years and that the start-
ups had made insightful pres-
entations on their work. The
founders and CEOs, he added,
appreciated the government’s
space reforms and the support
they had received to expand
their businesses.

Modi assured them that the
government would continue
supporting the private space
sector as it builds India’s capa-
bilities for the future. He said
India could offer the world a
strong, innovative and commer-
cially viable model in space.

India-US

JAVARIA RANA @ New Delhi

THE Indian and US armies will
next month put troops through
the Rajasthan desert and the
Himalayan heights in a single
edition of their annual Yudh
Abhyas exercise, a two-theatre
format being attempted for the
first time. The 22nd edition be-
gins in the first week of Sep-
tember at the Mahajan Field
Firing Ranges near Bikaner be-
fore moving to Auli in Uttara-
khand, roughly 95km from the
Line of Actual Control with
China, sources said.

“The two-phase format is
meant to expose the troops to
fundamentally different opera-
tional conditions, combining
open manoeuvre space and
long-range fires of the western
deserts with altitude, terrain
and logistical constraints of
the Himalayas,” a source said.

The Mahajan phase is expect-
ed to focus heavily on long-
range and precision fires, with
India likely to deploy Pinaka
multi-barrel rocket launchers
and K9 Vajra tracked self-pro-
pelled howitzers. The US Army
is learnt to be bringing its High
Mobility Artillery Rocket Sys-
tem (HIMARS), to the exercise.

Rockets, reusable semi-cryogenic launch vehicles

The startups represented a wide range of activities, including rockets,
reusable semi-cryogenic launch vehicles, avionics, satellites, propulsion
systems, space and defence intelligence, space debris removal, and
Al-powered hyperlocal weather and climate intelligence.

The Prime Minister also said
India’s space sector could be-
come a magnet for global tal-
ent, companies and investment.
He stressed the need for greater
collaboration between space
companies and sectors involved
in social development.

During the interaction, Modi
said the confidence shown by
the private space sector had
strengthened the vision behind
opening the sector to private
participation. He urged compa-
nies to explore new applica-
tions for their technologies and
focus on solutions that make
people’s lives easier.

He suggested that companies
working on space debris re-
moval collaborate with envi-
ronmental organisations to
scale up their technologies.
Space technology companies
working in agriculture, he said,
should partner with agricul-
tural universities and govern-

troops to train in 2 theatre

Sources said that the AH-64E
Apache attack helicopters are
also slated to participate, bring-
ing Hellfire missiles, 70mm
rockets and their 30mm chain
guns into the exercise’s fire-
support architecture.

The exercise will then shift to
Auli, at an altitude of around
2,500 metres and roughly 95 km
from the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) with China. The focus
there will be on high-altitude
warfare, air mobility, infantry
manoeuvres and logistics.

The Army is expected to op-
erate M777 ultra-light howitzers
during the mountain phase, in-
cluding their employment from
positions accessible by helicop-
ter. The guns can be underslung
and transported by Chinook
heavy-lift helicopters into ter-

ment departments to help farm-
ers make better-informed
decisions and maximise out-
put. Modi also called for an eco-
system in which, when the
world thinks of space, it looks
towards India.

The startups represented a
wide range of activities, includ-
ing rockets, reusable semi-cryo-
genic launch vehicles, avionics,
satellites, propulsion systems,
space and defence intelligence,
space debris removal, and Al-
powered hyperlocal weather
and climate intelligence.

According to a PMO state-
ment, the participants said
their teams were highly moti-
vated and working with deter-
mination to achieve ambitious
goals in the space sector.

The meeting was attended by
representatives of Skyroot Aer-
ospace, Agnikul Cosmos, Pixx-
el, Dhruva Space, GalaxEye,
PierSight, among others.

rain where tracked artillery
systems can’t easily operate.

The US-origin M777 proved
their mettle during Operation
Sindoor and has become an im-
portant component of the Ar-
my’s mountain firepower, par-
ticularly because of its
relatively low weight and abil-
ity to be rapidly deployed in dif-
ficult terrain.

“A major component across
both phases will be counter-un-
manned aerial systems opera-
tions, covering the detection
and classification of small
drones, electronic warfare
measures such as jamming and
spoofing, and hard-kill inter-
ception. The exercise will also
include the offensive use of loi-
tering munitions and intelli-
gence, surveillance and recon-

Centre rubbishes ethanol connection
to sugar price rise, tightens stock limits

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

THE government on Thursday
rejected claims that the recent
rise in sugar prices is linked to
the diversion of sugar for etha-
nol production, attributing the
increase instead to lower-than-
expected domestic production,
higher demand ahead of the
festive season, weather-related
crop damage, tightening global
supplies and hoarding.

According to a government
release, sugar prices rose from
%48.18 per kg on July 20 t0%55.70
per kg on August 20, prompting
the government to step up
measures to ensure adequate
availability and contain fur-
ther price increases.

“It is incorrect to attribute
the recent increase in sugar
prices to diversion of sugar for
ethanol production,” an official
release said. It pointed out that
the share of sugar diverted for
ethanol has actually declined
from around 12% in 2022-23 to
around 9% in 2025-26. Nearly
three-fourths of ethanol pro-

duced in the country now
comes from grains, it said.
Sugar production during the
current season is estimated at
around 306 LMT, significantly
below the initial estimate of
around 343 LMT by sugarcane-
growing states. The govern-
ment attributed the shortfall to
diseases such as red rot and top
borer in sugarcane, besides wa-
terlogging caused by rainfall.
Despite the lower production,
the government said adequate
stocks are available to meet do-

Adequate stocks left

Sugar production during the
current season is estimated at
around 306 LMT, significantly
below the initial estimate of
around 343 LMT. The government
said adequate stocks are
available to meet domestic
demand. The government also
defended ethanol programme,
saying it has helped address the
problem of surplus sugar
production and strengthened the
finances of sugar mills.

mestic demand until the new
crushing season begins in Octo-
ber. The global sugar deficit for
2026-27 is estimated at around
33 LMT, while international
sugar prices have climbed from
$474 per tonne on June 30 to
$552 per tonne on August 20, an
increase of more than 16% in
less than two months.

The government also defend-
ed the ethanol programme, say-
ing it has helped address the
structural problem of surplus
sugar production.

naissance platforms,” the
source said.

At Aulij, the exercise will also
test acclimatisation proce-
dures, high-altitude logistics
and infantry manoeuvres in
terrain similar to that where
the Indian Army has main-
tained a substantial deploy-
ment since the military stand-
off with China began in eastern
Ladakh in May 2020.

Yudh Abhyas began in 2004
as a platoon-level exercise fo-
cused on peacekeeping opera-
tions and has since expanded
considerably in scope and com-
plexity. The exercise has gener-
ally alternated between India
and the US, with field training
initially centred on peacekeep-
ing, counter-insurgency and
counter-terrorism, while com-
mand-post exercises focused on
mission planning and coordi-
nation for UN-led operations.

The exercise has since
evolved, incorporating moun-
tain warfare, electronic war-
fare, unmanned systems and
humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief operations. The
countries now conduct more bi-
lateral and multilateral mili-
tary exercises with each other
than with any other partner.

THE Centre is considering engaging eligi-
ble senior citizens as mentors at Industrial
Training Institutes (ITIs) on an honorari-
um basis, along the lines of the Professor
of Practice approach under the National
Education Policy. It is also exploring wheth-
er final-year engineering students can vol-
unteer at ITIs for two to three months to
share advanced technical knowledge.

The proposals emerged during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s meeting with
secretaries of concerned departments on
July 26. The government is also examining
a review of ITI syllabi to align them with
changing industry requirements, emerg-
ing technologies and future employment
opportunities. It may also explore degree
opportunities for ITI diploma holders to
improve employability and upskilling.

Another proposal is to engage agricul-
tural university students in relevant gov-
ernment schemes nationwide. One possi-
ble initiative is installing solar panels
along agricultural field boundaries.

The meeting also discussed making Vik-
sit Bharat@2047 a people’s movement
through wider public participation and
youth programmes in universities and col-
leges. The government is considering skill
development at school level by integrating
skilling courses into the curriculum.

The prime minister also stressed a broad-
er role for government secretaries, asking
them to act in public interest and work col-
lectively across departmental boundaries.
They were urged to take initiative on is-
sues including Swachhata, Swadeshi, de-
regulation and decriminalisation.

Public
interest

The prime
minister also
emphasised a
broader role
for government
secretaries,
asking them to
actin the
interest of the
public and
work
collectively
across
departmental
boundaries.
They were
urged to take
initiative on
cross-cutting
issues
including
Swachhata,
Swadeshi,
deregulation,
criminalisation,
rather than
defend

narrow
departmental
interests.

‘Space startups must help ease of living’ MEA: 22 Indian sailors

hijacked by pirates off

JAYANTH JACOB @ New Delhi

TWENTY-two Indian seafarers
are among the crew of two com-
mercial vessels hijacked by
armed pirates in separate inci-
dents off Somalia and the Gulf
of Aden, triggering diplomatic
efforts by India to secure their
safety and welfare.

The Indian Embassy in Ken-
ya said it has taken up the mat-
ter with authorities in Somalia
and stressed that the safety of
the Indian crew remains a
priority.

“We have taken up the matter
of Indian seafarers onboard
vessels MT Sibu (Eritrea
flagged) and MV Lutuf (Cam-
eroon flagged) with the con-
cerned authorities in Somalia,”
the embassy said in a state-
ment. “It is understood that
there are reportedly 16 In-
dian seafarers onboard
MT Sibu and 6 Indian
seafarers onboard MV
Lutuf. All Indian sea-
farers are reportedly
safe. We attach the high-
est importance to the safe-
ty and welfare of the Indian
seafaring community.”

The first incident involved
the Cameroon-flagged MV
Lutuf, which was carrying 10
crew members, including six
Indians. The vessel was hi-
jacked on August 17 off Soma-
lia’s Puntland coast. Eight
armed pirates, reportedly car-
rying AK-47-type weapons,
boarded the vessel using two
skiffs and subsequently took
control of the ship. The vessel

- —

SECYSTOLDTO | Somalia, Yemen safe
ENGAGE SENIOR
CITIZENS IN ITIs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

was seized about three-and-a-
half nautical miles off Mar-
raya in Puntland’s Eyl district
before being taken towards So-
malia’s Nugaal coast.

The crew initially took ref-
uge in the ship’s citadel, a se-
cured area designed to protect
crew members during pirate at-
tacks, but the pirates subse-
quently gained access. The
crew included six Indians,
along with Turkish, Georgian

and Serbian nationals.
Two Serbian nationals
were serving as securi-
ty personnel.
The second incident
involved the Eritrea-

ﬁ flagged oil-products

tanker MT Sibu 1, also
known as the Seamull. The ves-
sel, carrying 20 crew members,
including 16 Indians, issued a
distress call on August 20 in the
Gulf of Aden after armed men
boarded it and forced it to alter
course towards Somalia. Six
armed pirates were reportedly
aboard the tanker when it was
brought under their control.
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said India was closely monitor-
ing the situation.

g Prez house issues notice on B’desh

PM rehearsal, then withdraws it

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

RASHTRAPATI Bhavan on Fri-
day withdrew a press release
announcing the cancellation of
Saturday’s Change of Guard
ceremony shortly after saying
the weekly event would be sus-
pended to accommodate a full
rehearsal for the ceremonial
welcome of Bangladesh Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman.

A fresh press release issued
by the President’s Secretariat
said the earlier announcement
had been withdrawn. “The
press release issued on the sub-
ject ‘No Change of Guard Cer-
emony this Saturday’, which
was issued on August 21, 2026,
stands withdrawn,” Rashtrapa-
ti Bhavan said.

The earlier release had stated
that the weekly ceremony at
the Forecourt of Rashtrapati
Bhavan would not be held on
August 22 because of prepara-
tions for the proposed ceremo-
nial welcome for Rahman. “The
Change of Guard Ceremony at
the Forecourt of Rashtrapati
Bhavan will not take place this
Saturday (August 22 due to the
full rehearsal for the ceremo-

Slim chances of visit

Bangladesh Foreign Affairs
Adviser Humayun Kabir said the
possibility of Rahman attending
the BRICS summit remained
uncertain. He said the likelihood
of the visit “remained slim” unless
an atmosphere based on “mutual
trust” was created.

nial welcome of the Prime Min-
ister of Bangladesh,” the with-
drawn communication said.
The withdrawal comes amid
uncertainty over Rahman’s
proposed visit to New Delhi, ei-
ther for bilateral engagements
or in connection with the up-
coming BRICS summit, against
the backdrop of strains in In-
dia-Bangladesh ties Relations

between the two neighbours
have faced renewed friction
over Dhaka’s demand for the
extradition of former Bangla-
desh prime minister Sheikh
Hasina, who remains in India.
The uncertainty has also raised
questions over the nature and
timing of Rahman’s possible
visit to the Indian capital.

India has, however, sought to
signal its interest in maintain-
ing engagement with Dhaka.
Indian High Commissioner Di-
nesh Trivedi, speaking at a re-
ception in Dhaka on Tuesday
for Bangladeshi business lead-
ers and a visiting Indian dele-
gation, said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi wanted Rah-
man’s visit to be a positive one.
“Prime Minister Modi just
mentioned one thing. We need
to meet,” Trivedi said.

Despite the outreach, Bangla-
desh has maintained a cautious
position. In an interview with
state-run Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) published on
Thursday, Bangladesh Foreign
Affairs Adviser Humayun Ka-
bir said the possibility of Rah-
man attending the summit re-
mained uncertain.

Finally, free at 105 in 48-year-old murder case

SC cuts practice period
for judicial service to 1 yr

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
@ New Delhi

BORN in 1920, Rasik Chandra
Mondal can now live as a free
man, with the Supreme Court
making his bail order in a 1988
murder case final on Friday. He
has been serving the life sen-
tence in the case since 1994, but
was out on interim bail.

While giving relief to the
105-year-old, CJI Surya Kant
said, “He will not be taken back
in custody even if the life sen-
tence is not over.” The apex
court bench, led by Kant and
comprising Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana, said
that it was closing the case giv-
ing consideration to the peti-
tioner’s age and waiving the
remaining sentence, if any. The
bench noted that Mondal suf-
fered from age-related health
issues and, therefore, it took a
humanitarian approach in the
case to waive off his remaining
jail sentence.

Mondal, a native of Malda in
West Bengal, was convicted in
1994 when he was 68 and was in
jail until the SC granted him
bail on November 29, 2024. “As

ALSO IN TOP COURT

UP gangsters act
prone to misuse: SC

Observing that the Uttar
Pradesh Gangsters and Anti-
Social Activities (Prevention)
Act is prone to misuse, the
Supreme Court has held that
the 1986 law is “stillborn” as a
person can’t be punished
.. merely based on being
™, labelled “gangster”.
The top court said
the law could be
. used against
innocent citizens.

an interim measure, we direct
that the petitioner, Rasik Chan-
dra Mondal, be released on in-
terim bail/parole during the
pendency of the present writ
petition, on terms and condi-
tions to be fixed by the trial
court,” the court had said.

In 2018, the Calcutta High
Court had dismissed Mondal’s
appeal against conviction in
the murder case. He later ap-
proached the Supreme Court,
which also dismissed his plea.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Friday
reduced the mandatory prac-
tice requirement for law gradu-
ates seeking entry-level judicial
service examinations from
three years to one year, while
adding one year each of train-
ing and clerkship.

A three-judge bench
comprising Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant, Jus-
tice AG Masih and Jus-
tice K Vinod Chandran
delivered a 2:1 split ver-
dict while dismissing re-
view petitions against the
Court’s May 2025 judgment that
had restored the three-year
practice requirement.

The review petitions argued
that the rule could discourage
meritorious law graduates
from joining the judiciary im-
mediately after graduation.
The Court said the sudden res-

toration of the requirement,
without transitional arrange-
ments, had caused hardship to
young lawyers and graduates.

Chief Justice Surya Kant
said candidates covered by ju-
dicial examination notifica-
tions issued between May 20,
2025 and March 31, 2027 would

be eligible to apply regard-

less of their prior experi-

ence. Graduates during
this period would be al-
lowed to apply notwith-
standing the three-year
practice requirement.
However, candidates se-

lected through this arrange-
ment would be appointed only
as trainee judicial officers for
one year. For the purposes of
their applications, such candi-
dates would be deemed to have
completed one year of active
practice and would not be re-
quired to produce a certificate
of practice for that period.
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TEACHERS ON CENSUS

The Calcutta High Court on Friday said
teachers deputed on census work would be
deemed to be on school duty and clarified they
cannot not refuse the assignment.

‘Samrat bigger danger for BJP’

Bihar govt has started talking about jobs and edu after Bankipur bypoll, says Prashant Kishor

AMRAT Choudhary is a

disaster for Bihar, but a

bigger disaster for the BJP

and the NDA,” says

Prashant Kishor, Jan
Suraaj Party (JSP) founder, af-
ter taking oath as a member of
the Legislative Assembly. He
made his electoral debut by
winning the recent Bankipur
bypoll, a result that jolted the
BJP. In an interview with
Ramashankar, Kishor talks
about his party’s future plans,
challenges and, importantly,
the meaning of his victory.
Excerpts:

What will be the impact of

the Bankipur bypoll result

on state politics?

There will definitely be a major
impact. In fact, the impact is al-
ready visible, as the govern-
ment’s agenda has also changed
after JSP’s victory. The govern-
ment has now started talking
about quality education,

jobs and investment.

in Bihar. This is good for the
people as well as the state.

You have been consistently
attacking CM Samrat
Choudhary. Why are you
against him?
Samrat Choudhary does not de-
serve to hold the post of CM due
to his shady background. If he
continues in the post, it will be
a disaster for the state and
an even bigger disaster

Earlier, the chief min- . for BJP and NDA. Even

ister used to talk only | T & ¥ BJP workers aren’t

about crime, crimi- A A T ready to accept him.

nals, half-encounters s

and so on. There is a common
perception that the

What message has your BJP had other choices

victory sent across Bihar?

People from all castes and reli-
gions voted for my party in the
bypoll. The myth that people of
Bihar vote only along caste and
communal lines was demol-
ished. It shows how the voting
pattern is undergoing a change

Gujarat senior
doc slaps junior
woman colleague

DILIP SINGH KSHATRIYA
@ Ahmedabad

A confrontation inside the
emergency ward of PDU Civil
Hospital has snowballed into a
major disciplinary and police
action after a senior doctor al-
legedly assaulted, abused and
threatened a 26-year-old female
resident doctor during a dis-
pute over the treatment of a
critically ill patient.

The incident, which took
place during the resident doc-
tor’s emergency ward duty on
the evening of August 20, trig-
gered anger among junior doc-
tors and led to a late-night pro-
test at the hospital. The
agitation was called off after a
complaint was registered
against Dr Ashwin Ramani at
Pradyumnanagar Police Sta-
tion, following which the resi-
dent doctors resumed duty.

The police action intensified
on August 21, when Dr Ramani
was detained in connection
with the complaint.

Gujarat Health Minister Pra-
ful Panseria said the govern-
ment was treating the allega-
tions seriously.

For now, police probe, CCTV
footage and the hospital’s inter-
nal disciplinary proceedings
are expected to fix responsibil-
ity in the alleged assault case.

for the post of CM, but
Nitish Kumar insisted on
Samrat as his successor...

It is not true. The BJP is mis-
leading people by spreading ru-
mours that Nitish backed Sam-
rat as the CM. Samrat was the
BJP’s pick. The BJP wanted to

satisfy the JD(U) rank and file
by creating a false impression.

Your plans for Bihar?

Our first priority is to keep
pressure on the BJP central
leadership to replace the
present CM and give the post to
a “deserving” person. I always
question his credentials and ca-
pability. People are aware of
his ‘chaal, charitra and chehra’.
Bihar can prosper under the
leadership of a better CM. Our
party’s focus will remain on the
state’s speedy growth and stop-
ping the migration of youth by
creating job opportunities. We
want to ensure quality educa-
tion in government schools and
improve healthcare.

Will you be able to make
Bankipur a role model for
others to emulate?

I will try to fulfil all our prom-
ises, such as full ration, quality
education and employment.
Our party will shift children
from government schools to
private ones and cover the ex-
penses. In addition to pre-poll
promises, we have pledged to
give 10,000 jobs to educated
youth in the private sector.

Based on the Bankipur
results, can we say that
you have been able to
communicate with people
better this time?

I contacted people from all sec-
tions of society during the cam-
paign. I repeatedly told the vot-

Ranka assaulted during
visit to school in Jaipur,
smells BJP conspiracy

RAJESH ASNANI @ Jaipur

COCKROACH Janata Party
(CJP) co-convener Ashutosh
Ranka and party volunteers
were allegedly assaulted on
Friday while travelling to in-
spect a dilapidated government
school in Jaipur’s Bagru As-
sembly constituency. Ranka
claimed that one volunteer suf-
fered a fractured arm in the at-
tack near Rampura Kanwar-
pura village.

Ranka alleged that those in-
volved were BJP workers. A
purported video shows a group
confronting the CJP team, with
“Jai Shri Ram” slogans audible
in the background.

The CJP team had planned to
visit government schools in
Rampura Kanwarpura and
Bhatta Wala on Vatika Road to
assess their infrastructure and
facilities. Ranka had earlier al-
leged that the Rampura school’s
main building had become un-
safe, forcing students to study
in a shed about 50 metres away.

According to the CJP, a group
gathered near the village and
blocked the road after Ranka
announced the visit on social
media. The party alleged that
its members were assaulted
when they reached the area.

Ranka demanded the arrest

of those involved within 48
hours and the withdrawal of
the Education Department’s or-
der regulating outsiders’ entry
into government schools, warn-
ing of an agitation demanding
Education Minister Madan Di-
lawar’s resignation.

CJP founder Abhijit Deepke
also warned that if the govern-
ment failed to address the de-
mands raised by party workers,
he would come to Jaipur and
join the protest.

Dilawar appealed to political
organisations not to turn
schools into “political arenas”.
LoP Tikaram Jully condemned
the violence in the assembly,
while Congress state president
Govind Singh Dotasra held the
BJP responsible.

BJP ministers Avinash
Gehlot and Jawahar Singh Bed-
ham accused the CJP of politi-
cising the issue.

Data-driven infra: Sai govt signs 2
MoUs to strengthen PM GatiShakti

EJAZ KAISER @ Raipur

IN a major step toward build-
ing a data-driven infrastruc-
ture and logistics ecosystem,
the Chhattisgarh government
signed two Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) to inte-
grate advanced geospatial tech-
nology and real-time logistics
analytics into state governance,
giving a fresh push to its PM
GatiShakti architecture.

The pacts with the Bhaskara-
charya National Institute for
Space Applications and Geo-
informatics (BISAG-N) and Na-
tional Logistics Data Services
Ltd. (NLDSL) were formalised
during the regional PM
GatiShakti & LEADS 2025 Dis-
semination Workshop in
Raipur, organised jointly by
Chhattisgarh’s Department of
Commerce & Industries and
the central DPIIT. The high-lev-
el summit brought together
senior officials from seven

states—Bihar, Odisha, Mahar-
ashtra, Goa and Uttar Pradesh,
with Madhya Pradesh and
Jharkhand to showcase spatial
planning benchmarks.
Chhattisgarh’s progress un-
der PM GatiShakti emerged as
one of the key highlights. The
state has already integrated
over 35 departments onto the
platform, mapping 41 manda-
tory and more than 600 addi-
tional data layers while rolling
out 45 practical use cases and
30 custom analytical tools.
“PM GatiShakti is strength-

ening data-driven decision-
making in Chhattisgarh, ena-
bling us to plan infrastructure
more effectively, identify con-
nectivity and logistics gaps,
and support better-aligned in-
dustrial development. This is
helping create stronger condi-
tions for investment and sus-
tainable economic growth,”
said Vishnu Deo Sai, Chhattis-
garh Chief Minister.

The state’s geo-intelligence
framework is delivering meas-
urable public and economic
benefits across multiple sec-
tors. GIS-based identification
of road black spots is helping
target interventions that can
prevent accidents and save
lives. Similar data-led ap-
proaches are being used to
identify villages without ade-
guate banking access and opti-
mise bus routes under MMGBY.
More than 80 projects have been
supported under the Annual
Action Plan.

ers that this election would not
change the government or have
any impact on the Opposition,
but it would clearly send a mes-
sage to the top leadership of
the ‘double-engine govern-
ment’. I asked them to vote for
the sake of the future of their
children, which touched their
hearts, and they voted for us.

Can you explain your ‘dar
ka vote’ theory?

People voted fearlessly, not car-
ing whether the BJP or the RJD
would win the election, this
time. In other elections, the
RJD would try to get votes from
people by invoking the fear of
the BJP. The BJP threatened
people that ‘jungle raj’ would
return if votes were cast for
Lalu’s party. Circumstances fa-
voured us as voters wanted to
elect the ‘right’ candidate.

What about Gen-Z protests?
The government should take
serious note of Gen-Z protests.
Though Idon’t personally know
the students representing the
Cockroach Janta Party, Sonam
Wangchuk proved how his 35-
day fast could rattle the Modi
government. The influence of
social media cannot be under-
mined either; a generation that
grew up with WhatsApp and
Facebook made Modi PM, but
now we’ve the Instagram gen-
eration, and I doubt whether
the BJP would be able to handle
it. The voice of discontentment
cannot be suppressed.

Peace in Manipur as

inter-state bus services

resume after 3 years

PRASANTA MAZUMDAR @ Guwahati

PUBLIC transport services on
Manipur’s Imphal-Dimapur-
Guwahati route, suspended for
over three years due to ethnic
violence, resumed on Friday.

The government in the ethni-
cally partitioned state had for
long made efforts to resume
public transport services to re-
store peace and normalcy. The
services remained suspended
since the eruption of ethnic
violence between Meiteis and
Kukis on May 3, 2023.

Altogether 125 passengers
travelled on the route in two
buses and five wingers on Fri-
day. The buses were en route to
Guwahati, while the wingers
travelled to places in Nagaland.
According to latest reports, the
vehicles entered Nagaland’s
Kohima district after
crossing Manipur’s Ku-
ki-majority Kangpokpi
and Naga-majority Se-
napati districts.

National Highways 2
(Manipur-Nagaland
road) and 37 are Manipur’s
lifeline. National Highway 2 is
preferred by commuters as
well as transporters, as it is a
shorter route. Movement along
National Highway 37, which
enters Manipur from southern
Assam’s Barak Valley, is often
affected due to disruptions
and extortion demands by

myriad organisations.

During a visit to Kangpokpi
on August 8, CM Yumnam
Khemchand Singh had an-
nounced the immediate reopen-
ing of national highways for
free movement of people from
all communities in the state.

In March last year, the Cen-
tre’s attempt to restore free
movement on all roads in the

state met with angry pro-
tests, with a mob attack-
ing a bus of Manipur
State Transport in
Kangpokpi. A protestor
was Kkilled while several

’ others were injured dur-

ing clashes.

“The resumption of this serv-
ice is an important step towards
restoring normal life and
strengthening connectivity. It
has been widely appreciated by
the public, with people welcom-
ing the restoration of this cru-
cial inter-state link,” a Manipur
government statement said.

JMM workers clash with
protesters over Soren effigy

MUKESH RANJAN @ Ranchi

A clash broke out between pro-
testing students and JMM
workers in Ranchi as students
marched towards Albert Ekka
Chowk to burn an effigy of
Chief Minister Hemant Soren.
Students alleged the govern-
ment had misled them into end-
ing their earlier stir by promis-
ing to address their demands.

Similar incidents took place
in Hazaribagh and Giridih,
where students sought to burn
Soren’s effigies. Protesters al-
leged they were chased and
beaten with bamboo sticks.
They said JMM workers fled
with the effigies, but students
snatched them back.

The students said JMM work-
ers attacked and misbehaved
with girls, leading to a scuffle.
They alleged the workers were
trying to divert their protest.

“These agents of CM Hemant
Soren attacked girls in the
march and had a scuffle with
them,” JPSC-JSSC leader
Ravindra Paswan alleged.

Chaos prevailed at Albert
Ekka Chowk as police inter-
vened as both sides clashed. Po-
lice said the clash occurred af-
ter students diverted from their
allocated route.

“Had they not diverted from
the allocated route, it would not
have happened,” a police offic-
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er said, requesting anonymity.
The march proceeded following
the intervention.

On Thursday, the JPSC-JSSC
platform announced plans to
burn Soren’s effigies across 24
districts after the Jharkhand
High Court stayed the notifica-
tion cancelling the 11th to 13th
JPSC Civil Services examina-
tions and the Food Safety Of-
ficer examination.

“The way the state govern-
ment has deceived the students,
we will give it a befitting reply.
We now understand the inten-
tion behind misleading us into
ending our protest,” Paswan
said. He said assurances that
prompted students to call off
their agitation had not produced
action. “We will fight with full
determination. We will not back
down,” the Manch said.

Leader of Opposition Babu-
lal Marandi said the govern-
ment was using sticks to stop
protests.

Order to cancel
another exam
stayed by HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Ranchi

THE Jharkhand High Cout has
stayed the state government’s
order to cancel the JSSC-CGL
and CDPO examinations. This
order brings significant relief
to the candidates selected
through the exams.

The government’s decision
to cancel the examination had
jeopardized their appointments
and employment; however, the
court’s stay has now provided
them with temporary relief.

After the cancellation of ex-
amination, candidates selected
through the JSSC-CGL exam
approached the High Court to
challenge this decision.

“Today, the court of Justice
Deepak Roshan stayed the gov-
ernment order with respect to
the JPSC-CGL and CDPO ex-
aminations,” said petitioner’s
lawyer, Amritansh Vats.

The selected candidates
maintained that they took the
exam under the prescribed se-
lection process and succeeded.
The next hearing is scheduled
for September 15.

CITY/STATE Max|Min  CITY/STATE Max | Min

: Andamanslands 29 | 27 Meghalaya 25| 19
,fiy .& Gokarna, Karnataka 29 . 26 Ooty, TamilNadu 22 ' 16
Goa 29 | 26 Rishikesh 29 | 25

Jorhat 32| 27 Spiti Valley, HP 14| 02

Kashmir 20 | 14 Udaipur 29 | 23

AGEDIYEARDKILLEDIN INDIA | 5ishadweep 29 |28  Varanasi 33| 27
LEOPARD ATTACKINRAJ WEATHER Leh, Ladakh 18 108  Wayanad,Kerala 27| 21
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Our correspondent in Gujarat

dilipsingh@
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Cong for major overhaul
ahead of Assembly polls

With the Assembly elections nearing,
the Congress high command has
reportedly prepared a renewed
strategy to revive its prospects in the
state. Sources said election
strategist Sunil Kanugolu, who
played a key role in Congress
victories in Karnataka and
Telangana, has been assigned
responsibility for shaping the party’s
Gujarat poll plan. The party is
expected to undertake a major
organisational restructuring by
August end, replacing inactive office-
bearers with younger leaders drawn
from the grassroots. Around 50
prospective candidates will be
shortlisted and assigned a clear
electoral roadmap well in advance.

BJP adds new chapter to
workers’ study material

Gujarat BJP’s organisational
reshuffle has brought a new lesson
into party study classes, Gen-Z
connect, social media and the art of
counter-narrative. Sources said a
recent Saurashtra session focused
on everything from Instagram reels
to shaping the online narrative, with
workers being told that meetings
and rallies alone will no longer
suffice. The exercise also focused on
countering criticism of the BJP
government by highlighting alleged
shortcomings in the Congress era on
paper leaks, education, health and
roads. But the biggest talking point
was “attendance”. Sources said
explanations have been sought from
leaders who skipped classes.

‘Kankotri’ quip gets
political chuckle

Former Gujarat Deputy Chief Minister
Nitin Patel’s congratulatory post for
three newly appointed BJP national
office-bearers sparked a political
chuckle. When asked why
Ahmedabad’s Rohan Gupta was
missing from the list, Patel’s reply
was blunt: “l don’t know him.” He
added, “You should not go to
anyone’s wedding without a kankotri
(wedding card). | have never met
him.” Four Gujarat leaders Varsha
Doshi, Hemang Joshi, Jagdish Patel
and Gupta have joined the BJP’s
national team. Gupta, a former
Congress digital campaigner, joined
BJPin April 2024 after quitting the
Congress. Patel’s “kankotri” quip has

now become the talking point.

Performance appraisal of 82% panchayats poor

DILIP SINGH KSHATRIYA
@ Ahmedabad

THE grassroots governance in
Gujarat presents a contradic-
tion. It ranks sixth among 18
general-category states in the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj’s
Panchayat Devolution Index
with a score of 58.26, with the
national average at 43.89.
However, its performance is un-
even on six aspects of
decentralisation.

Gujarat has bagged the first
place under the functionaries
head with a score of 90.94 and
is placed at the third position
under capacity building with a
score of 83.96. However, under
the finances head, it is at the
14th spot (41.63) and the 12th po-
sition under the accountability
head (47.90). The data point to a
paradox: the state has built ad-
ministrative capacity, but fi-
nancial devolution, functional
autonomy and accountability
remain weak links. Its high
performance under the func-
tionaries and capacity building

75 | 11963 = 2471

C Grade

A Grade B Grade

PANCHAYAT DEVOLUTION INDEX

95 GUJARAT
M | PARADOX

l | . PANCHAYAT
| " ADVANCEMENT

NO. OF
4 5} 4 PANCHAYATS
JJT ASSESSED

INDEX

25

D Grade

Period:
2023-24

Source:

Sixth 58.26 43.89 [Mmsw
Gujarat’s rank in the 18 Gujarat’s National Panchayati
general-category states score average Raj

heads indicates a strong insti-
tutional workforce and train-
ing ecosystem.

At the gram panchayat level,
the Panchayat Advancement
Index (PAI) shows that 82.3% of
Gujarat’s 14,534 panchayats are
in B-grade. Of the 14,534 gram
panchayats assessed in 2023-24,
as many as 11,963 were graded
at the B level. Another 2,471
were in the C-grade, while 25

were in the D-grade. Only 75
Panchayats achieved A-grade
and none secured A+. The dis-
tribution means that while Gu-
jarat has very few panchayats
at the bottom, it has an over-
whelmingly large middle band
and an extremely small pool of
top performers.

The Centre’s Devolution In-
dex is based on an assessment
covering 2013-14 to 2021-22, while

the PAI data relates to 2023-24.

According to data tabled by
the Ministry of Panchayati Raj
in the Lok Sabha, Gujarat
trained 1,16,682 participants
under the revamped Rashtriya
Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA)
between 2022-23 and July 10,
2026. Yet against 109 approved
Panchayat Learning Centres,
not a single one has been devel-
oped in Gujarat. However, the
training data reinforces Gu-
jarat’s capacity-building
strength, although the annual
figures are uneven. The state
recorded 40,020 participants in
thematic training in 2024-25,
compared with 32 in 2023-24
and 266 in 2025-26.

Gujarat has just one function-
al State Panchayat Resource
Centre (SPRCs), but no func-
tional District Panchayat Re-
source Centres (DPRCs) and no
Block Panchayat Resource Cen-
tres (BPRCs) under the RGSA.
Nationally, the Centre has sanc-
tioned 28 functional SPRCs, 447
DPRCs and 2,844 BPRCs across
states and Union territories.
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LONDON

THIS year’s E1 Nino weather pattern
will be the biggest in over a century
and could make 2027 the hottest year
globally, Britain’s national weather ) 1

agency predicted Friday.

An E1Nino weather event happens
when warming sea surface tempera-
tures in the tropical eastern Pacific
trigger worldwide changes in winds,
atmospheric pressure and rainfall,
as well as higher global tempera-

tures overall.

Adam Scaife, head of long-range
forecasting at the weather agency,
told the BBC: “We are expecting the
biggest El1 Nino for over a century,
peaking at something over three de-
grees — that is unheard of in mod-

ern climate records.”

This means Pacific water would

Time to end war in ‘position
of strength’: Iranian President

TEHRAN

IRANIAN President Masoud Pezeshkian
said on Friday it was time to end the
months-long West Asia war with the Unit-
ed States because Tehran appeared to be
in a stronger position than Washington.
Talks between the decades-old foes re-
main on hold, with both sides in the war
started by the US and Israel in February
locked in a stalemate. Tehran is keeping
the key Strait of Hormuz partially shut
and Washington is persisting. “It is better
that we bring the war to an end now as we
are in a position of power,” Pezeshkian
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TADEPALLIGUDEM

WORILD

saturoay ) .0)8.2026

ElNino set tobe strongest
Inover a century, warns UK

Head of forecasting says ‘never seen an El Nino signal this intense’

e

\ =

People pass through a water mist machine in
Bucharest, Romania | ap

heat up more than 3C above the norm
in the coming months. El Nino oc-
curs when water temperatures rise
at least 0.5C above the baseline.
While it is part of a natural cycle, sci-
entists agree climate change increas-
es its impacts.

A record E1 Nino would be “adding
to the stresses of climate change” fol-
lowing a summer of heatwaves

across Europe, the Met Office said.
Temperatures in the Pacific region
are currently running about 2.6C
above a rolling 30-year average, ac-
cording to the Climate Brink dash-
board based on data from the US Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. The dashboard also
aggregates forecasts that put E1 Nino
on course to peak at a 3.9C anomaly
this November — well above a 3C
anomaly detected in 2015. “We should
be clear that this is an unprecedented
event,” British scientist Scaife said.
If the forecast is accurate, then
2026 “will far exceed our recent expe-
rience of El Nino and its worldwide
climate influences”
cist. “I have never seen an El Nino
signal this intense in our forecasts,”
he added, with even a 2C rise consid-
ered a “really big event”.

MANAPPURAM FINANCE LTD.

List of pledpes:-

, said the physi-
the following:-

day
details please contact 2072607147,

Authorizad Officer
F-ar Manam:uumrn Finance Lid

AFP

DRAKSHARAM, D122420720000268, EAST GODAVARI,
KAKINADA, 01172607100404589, 0512, 0525, 0564, 0318, BANUGUDI
JUNCTION, 0113170710027663, 7754, INNESPETA RAJAHMUNDRY,
0134160710026900, 6906,
0101460710780773, 0447, 0450, JAGGAMPETA EAST GODAVARI,
0132150710046318, 0222, KATHIPUDI BRANCH ,GODHAVARY EAST,
0135430710028281, KONKAPALLY.A.P, 0120100710037661, 7696,
7740, 7810, 7838, KORUKONDA ROAD-RAJAHMUNDRY,
0116400710040451, NIDADAVOLE, 0102580710762428,
PITHAPURAM,EAST GODAVARY, 0123770720000338,
SAMARLAKOTA, 0112980810036218, 6235, 6246, THADITHOTA,
0109910710064071, THILAK ROAD KAKINADA, 0129780820000326,
UFPADA BUSSTAND PITHAPURAM, 0129650710038527,
V,L.LPURAM, 0115930710070037, VALASAPAKALA,KAKINADA,
0122560710030813, YELESWARAM, 0121730710048268, 5274, 0142,
RAMACHANDRAFURAM, 0103630710743510, 3562, 3566, WEST
GODAVARI, AKIVEEDU WEST GODAVARY, 0119530710036185, 6212,
0298, ATTILILWEST GODAVARI, 0131760710021065, ELURU R R PET,
0112850810047216, JANGAREDDY GUDAM, 0112420710080365,
NARSAPURAM, 0113810710023187, 3226, 3228, SANIVARPUPET,
0134040710017305, 7306, 7371, 0196, SUNDAY
MARKET,BHIMAVARAM, 0123430710032101, TADEPALLIGUDAM,
0102560710764732, VEERAVASARAM-WESTGODAWARY,
0133970710026129, VELPUR ROAD,TANUKU, D122 730810037521,

Persons wishing to participate in the above auction shall comply with
Interested Bidders should submit Rs. 10,000/~ as EMD
{refundable to unsuccessful bidders) by way of NEFT/RTGS on the same
of auction, Bidders should carry valid |D card/PAN card. For maore

CIK: LES910K L1592 PLCDOGEDS,

Repistared Office - W -4/ 6338, Manzppuram Howse,

PO Viatapad, Theissur - 680567, lCl!m'a Indiz

 GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

ThE ple-dges, in specific am:l the public, in general, are hereby n|::1.‘|f|el:l
that public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the below
accounts is proposed to be conducted at the following branches on
16/09/2026 from 10.00 am onwards. We are auctioning gold
amaments defaulted customers wha have failed to make payment of
his/her loan amount despite being notified by registered letters.
Unauctioned items shall be auctioned on any other days without
further notice, Changes in venue or date {if any)will be displayed at
auction centre and on website without any further notice.

APIIC-

I.P ROAD,RAJAMUNDRY,

said in a meeting with doctors. “The
whole world acknowledges our victory
and emphasises that America has at-
tacked our schools, hospitals and infra-
structure in violation.” Pezeshkian also
defended a memorandum of understand-
ing agreed with US in June aimed at end-
ing the war, claiming it did not signal a
defeat for Tehran. “They cannot find even
a single clause in this agreement that in-
dicates capitulation,” he said.

His remarks come weeks after Iran’s
Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei said
he had approved the deal to end the war
despite having “different views”.

ANDHRAPRADESH GOVERNMENT- ENDOWMENTS DEPARTMENT
E PROCUREMENT TENDER PUBLICATION

Openstenders are invhed through E"procurement for the Folowing work by| || 7 |Pescription

Sripadha Srivafabha Swamy Temgla, Pilhapuram (TEM|, Kakinada Df

o) TAMILNADU MINERALS LIMITED

s (An Undertaking of Government of Tamil Nadu)
- No.31, Kamarajar Sa\al Chepauk, Chennai - 600 005. Phone No.044-28415003, 28511972

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER WITH FORWARD BIDDING
|Sale of Indian Standard Sand Grade Il &
Grade Il (as is where is condition) available at
Ennore Factory

438/VAP-1/2026, Dated.21.08.2026

Tender No. & Date

1 ]rmpm'rermrﬂstu Temple | Tender NIT Mo

Hs, . kh
P#GﬂEHTE.'E-B.?E-ﬁl 520000 Lakhs

N

Tender ID
Bid submission end date

] 2026_TNMIN_696743_1
21.09.2026 upto 1600 hrs.

w

S

remaining deteils plaass visil
Phees Mo : SOBB37TTH, MIT56 E?THE

Bid Document can be downlcaded from 22,00, 2028 10:00 AM bo 0500, 2006
0400 PM Last Dake for Bid Submissicn = 0509 3026 IH}II PM. For

S

Exocutive Dfficar

Gripadha Srivallabha Swamy Tempie,
Fithaguram (TEM), Kakinada D

Technical bid opening date'22_09_2026 at 1600 hrs.

I Rs.2,000/- (Rupees Two Thousand only)
(Non refundable)

(5]

Tender form Fee

EMD amount Rs.6,62,569/- (Rupees Six lakh sixty two thousand

five hundred and sixty nine only)

Note: For further details please visit Tamilnadu e-tendering portal
http://tntenders.gov.in

DIPR/2646/TENDER/2026

GENERAL MANAGER (FINANCE) |

|, CHODIPALLI SUNDHARA LEENA,
W/o. Gangadhar Rao, D.No. 9-75,
Thula Vari Kotlu, Sakhinetipalli, Pin
533251, Dr. B.R, Ambedkar
Konaseema, AP | have changed my
name from CHODIPALLI SUNDAR
LEELA (0id name) to CHODIPALLI
SUNDHARA LEENA, (New name).
Hence forth | am being called
CHODIPALLI SUNDHARA LEENA,
Wi'o. Gangadhar Rao, For All Purposss.

HERALA IRRIGATION

INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION LTD.

Tnifu'n.'anantl1.3|.'|uram.
Hcbehillys t|.|'|.1..1u.r_.|||1.:m COIT

'l'|u|.'| b El.. 406412

Cluotation Notice
DG inwtsad ==l T and
auperscrlbed  gquations. for lhe
Supply of Prafoemn | Shrnk Film  and
othar dems  for  Packagad Drinking
Water Plants in Kesala for the peariod
al 1 mondl,  Delabked  irdormedicon
i avadable on the official websila:
wowew klidc kerala. gow.in

Managing Direclor

CHANGE OF NAME

, SAGIRAJU VENKATASUBBA
RAJU, 0.No.1-131, Sagiraju Vari
Street, Kaligotla, Undi  Mandal, Pin
534199, West Godavari, AP | have
changed my name from VNEKATA
SUBBARAJU § %ﬂln name) to
SAGIRAJU VENKATASUBBA RAJU,
(new name). Hence forth | am

Dein called SAGIRAJU
VENKATASUBBA RAJU, For all
pUrpOSes.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is ko inform puble in genersl {hat
Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd has srgantzed an
auction in bekow mention respect of vahicle

| EICHER Commercial Vehicles
ICV - VDLV EICHER
CEB VE 11 14 FULLY BUILT
Registration Moz AP3ISTATBES
YOM: 2019
Hlnh-rnm l.lunhl Fnu —1 5,.'H 1!!'

Under hlfFlﬂt‘hEﬁtH:In with
KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LTD

is under sale in its
“As is where is Condition”
Without RC book,
Interested parties can give thelr
Quotations |online/offline)
within 15 days from the date of
Publication of this Newspaper
i.2. on or before 05.09.2026

@iy THE KARUR VYSYA BANK LTD,

BHIMAVARAMNM BRANCH
H.No:22-15-81, Opp MREO Office, Maln Road, Bhimavaram, AP-534201

PUEBLICATION OF DEMAND NOTICE

Eeg: Motice issued under Sec 13 [2] of the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcemeant of Security Interast
Act 2002 [SARFAESI Act] for recovery of dues in the loan alc of
BORROWER CUM TITLE HOLDER{01): Mr.Bonada Bala Satya Vamsi
Krishna, S/o MrVenkateswara Rao, R:5 Mo 1031, Flat Mo.F-7_ First
Floor, Maha Raja Complex, H. Mo 27-11-7/16, Ward Mo 34, Bhimavaram,
West Godavar Distirct, AP-534202. GUARANTOR{02): Mrs. Bonada
Veera Venkata Subba Lakshmi, "W/o Mr Bonada Venkaleswara Rao,
R.5.Mo. 1031, FlatNo.F-T, First Floor, Maha Raja Complex, H Mo 27-11-7/18,
Ward Mo.34, Bhimavaram, Wesi Godavari Distirct, AP-534202
GUARANTORI{D3): Mr.Bonada Venkateswara Rao, Sfa Bonada
Subramanyam, .5 Mo, 1031, Flat No. F-7, First Floor, Maha Raja
Complex, HNo 27-11-F116, Ward No. 34, Bhimavaram, Waest Godavan
Cistirct, Andhra Pradesh-534202 W hereas you have committed default
in repayment of loans in the above mentioned loan acoount to the
securad creditor bank, the Bank had issued notice under the SARFAES]
Actor 11.08.2026 calling upon you to repay the outstanding amount as
mentioned balow.

Nature of | o.count Number (Sanctioned| Date of | Outstanding

Facility ROl NPA Dues {in Rs.)
|[KVE - GREEN Rs. 24,96 815.66 Ps.
CARD 143127 2000000322 | 10.85% SU.WIMBI a5 on 27 04. 2026

Tamil Nadu Power Generation Corporation Ltd
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Specification | Tender Inviting
No. Authority

511 SE / P&A / MTPS

Name of the Work

Cast Basalt lined MS pipes 406 mm OD

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / Opening, viewing
and downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in,

www.tntenders.gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in DIPR/2640/Tender/2026

Whereas tha notices sent to No. 07 & 03 of you by Regd. PostiCourier
have baan returnad unserved. You are hereby called upen to wisil the
Bank and oblain copy of the nolice in your own interest in order o nole
the full particulars of the lean dues, securities charged fo the bank eic
andthe Outstanding balance in the above account as on 27.04.2026 15
Rs.24 96 ,815.66 ps (Rupees Twenty Four Lakhs Ninety Six
Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifteen and Paise Sixty Six Only).
You are hereby called upen to pay the amount as shown above together
wilh interast bl date of paymeant within 80 days from the date of the notice
failing which, the secured creditor Bank will be constrained io exercise
its rigniz of enforcamaeant of the secured assets hypothecatad! mortgaged
to the bank as mentioned belfow, as per the prowisions of SARFAESTACE
SCHEDULE-A
{Property Standing in the name of Mr.B.Bala N Vamsi Kris
Rasidential Flat situated at B.5.Na 103M, Flat No.F-7, First Floor in
"MAHARAJA COMPLEX", H No:27-11-7/18, Ward MO 34, Bhimavaram
Municipality, West Godavan District, Andhra Pradesh with an undivided
share of 37 S5q Yds out of 1525 33 5q.Yds with an Plinth area of 665 Sft
SCHEDULE-B
Hypothecation of Corrent Assets held inthe Business unit.

Date : 21.08.2026 Sd/-Authorized Officer

Place : Bhimavaram THE KARUR VY5YA BANK LTD.,

ADDRESS
KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LIMITED

Ground Flogr, 40-1-48'1, MG, Bos

i, Labbipmt
Contact P umar P

Emml: wenkstpgerss hicear. piotak . co

Allthe news. Injust a click.

Log to www.newindianexpress.com

W /thenewindianxpress
fd @newi
B +The
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: Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd.

1 Corporate Office : Office Nos. 501 & 503, 5th Floor, Lightbridge. Saki Vihar Road, Andher! East Mumbal Suburban (District)
y Piduguralla Branch: D No 120185, 75l Floce, Konakandia Complex, Piduguralia, Andhra Pradesh 522413 Guntur Branch: Sunvey
¥ o, S0 O8 Municipal Ward o 1, Kew Ward Mumber-3, Blook No B, Door Nod-1-1, Gayatri Plaza, 3nd Floor, Koretipadu, Main Poad, Gunbur Town, Andhra Predesh-52 2007

APPENDIX IV Qe33R (o) (for immovable property)

the Autharized Officer of Aadhar Housing Finance Limited (AHFL) under the Secuntisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcament
in axercise of powers corferred undar section 13012} read with Rue 3 of the Security Interast (Enforcament) Bules 2002, Demand Noticels) Bssued by

3 Whereas, the undersigniad bein
¥ nfS&c.untj.- Inderest At 2002 3

} the Authorised Officer of the compary to the Borrowes(s) | Guarantaris) mantioned herein below to repay
H s3id notice. Tha borrower having failad 10 repay the: amount, nolice & harehﬁ,'rﬂgruen Lo the Borrowar(s) / Guarantorie) and the gublic in general 1halth& undersigned kas taken

on him under Sub-Section | ﬂt} af the Section 13 of the said Acl read with Rule
1Enforcament rides, 2002 The borrowar's attention & invied to provisions of sub-section (8] of section 13 0f
: g The bormowar inparticutar an..ﬂ'ra public in geners ana hereby cautionad nod to deal with the propery and any dealings with the proparty will ba sul:uact {0 the change of AHFL for an

Fnss&ssmﬂ of the propery described herein below i exercse of powers confer

Aadhar}

Housing Finance Lid

()

CO-SAM [Stressed Asset Managament)
D.No.8-35, Kavuri Towers, 1* Floor,
KamayyaThopu Centre, Kanuru

VIJAYAWADA, A.P-520 007,
Ph : 0866-2428162, 2428172

E Mail: coandhrarec@pnb.co.in
DEMAND NOTICE
Motice under Section 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcem ent of Security Interest Act, 2002

1g] punjab national bank

fhe mdre pon can BANK ool
(A Goweramenl 0 India Usderlaking)

I} Name & Address of the Borrower: 1) Mr.Gottipulla Pradeep, S/o
G Yengala Rao, H.Na 30-50111, 50 laxmi Apadmend, Durga Agraharam

Suryarao Peta, Vijayawada-5Z0002, 2) Mr.Gottipulla Pradeep, S/o
G Vengala Rao AL Fial Mo C-201, 1% Floor, Venkata Sai Bhavan,
Sanharapupeta Gram Panchayal, Gavaraaram Vikage, West Godanar, AP-534003,
2} Mrs. Gottipulla Padma Sree, Wio Gotbpulla Pradesp, H No 30-5/1/1,
Srilacami Apariment, Durga Agraharam, Suryarac Peta, Vijayawada-52000:2
4) Mrs. Gottipulla Padma Sree. Wio Gottipulla Pradeap At Flal Mo C-201,
1* Floor, Venkata Sal Bhavan, Sanivarapupela Gram Fanchayal
Gavaravaram Village, Weast Godavan, AP-524003
I} Type of Loan and Alc No: Mr.GOTTIPULLA PRADEEP, Slo
GOTTIPULLA VENGALA RAD, Afc No. 1782300015613 TLPHL
Branch Office: 156510-ELURL, WEST GODAVARI Dist.
I} Loan Outstand ing: Rs.29,31,688.23 Ps. (Rupses Twanty Nine Lakhs
Thirty One Thousand Five Hundred Eighty Eight and Twenty Three Paise
anly) as an 31.07,.2026 wilh lurther inleres] and incidental edpenses, cosls.
IV} Date of Demand Notice: 18-08-2026 Date of NPA: 2807 2026
V) Description of the Prup&rt'.' The Eﬂuurrhr In the name of
=] n | Fé i e |' 118
dated 14-11-2018: ltem 'nlu 1: Weat Gu::l:lewart DFE.I:H{!‘IZ 'n.-"eﬂlum Sun -regisiry,
Eluru Mandal, Sanivaranpeta Gram Panchayal, Gavaravaram village in B. 5.
Mo &3 to an exient of Ac (-26cis owl of Ac 6-Blcts on the weatem side in
Plot Mo 20/4 and R.5 No.67!1 lo an extent of 54.255-Yds oul of Sq.400-Yds
on the southem side ot of Ac:1-16¢ts in Plot Mo 208 i.e Sg.35%-0-0Yds
equivalent o 50.30.0 Mz of undivided share in 5q.255-0-0Yds and bounded by:
East: 33 feef widih road, South: Site in Plot Mo, 21/A belongs o Katta
Raeswaram and Site in Plot Mo 21)C, West: Site in Plot Mo. 154 belongs to
Vallabhaneni Josyula Sal Krigshna and site in Plot Mo, 15/8, North: Bemaining site
in Badanada Chayadewi consisting of Sg. 144-0-Y¥ds. Within the abowe boundariss

an-extent of 5q.35-0-Yds of undivided share In Sg.256-0-Yds of site
ltem Mo.2: Boundares {o Doubde Bedroom Flat Mo, C-201 in First Floor in

"WENEATA SA1 BHAMAN" constructed In llem ne, 1 inan exdent of Sq. 10004
East: Open 1o sky, South: Open to sky, West: Commeon comidor and Fiat
No C-202, Narth: Open to sky.

The Borrowers mentioned above hawve availed loanfcredi facifties from
Punjab National Bank. The lcan/credit facility has been secured by morigage
of properties and asset a5 mentioned against the respactive borrowers name.
45 the borrwersiguarantorsfLegal heirs have failed o adhara to the terms
and conditions of sanction, the account became mregular and was classified
as NPA as per RBI guidelines. The Bank mlends (o anforce the above mantioned
secunties mortgaged by you and issued Demand Motice Under Regd, past
with Ack, Due which wera relurnaed £ wilboul proper signaleres of the borrowers
guarardors/Legal heirs. Hence 1his pubicalion ssued. Hensby, tha Borrowers
guarantora/legal heirs are called upon to pay the amount mentioned above
with contract rate of interest, costs, charges elc., thereon within 60 days from
the data of Publksation, failing whick the undersigned will be consfrained fo
Indtiate action under the: said Act to realize the Bank's dues,

Date : 19-08-2026 Sd/- Chief Manager & Authorised Officer
Place: Vijayawada PUNJAE NATIONAL BANK

Aadhar

Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd.

' ¥ Corporate Office : Office Nos, 501 & 503 5h Fleor, Lighttiridge, Saki Vihar Road,
nﬁndhmEa*sl Mumbai Suburban (Disirict), Maharashira - 400072, Kakinada Branch : Door No. 1-12-55, 2nd Flaar, h.le.ar‘..l'aﬂshn Fast

¥ Food, WMikiry Road, Revenws Ward no.i, kakinada, Andhra Pradesh-533004,/ Rajamahendravaram Branch ; D.Mo 79-2-100, 158
} Flooe, E & S Raddy Towers, Thak Road, Reamahendravaram-533103 (AP},

L B L L | - '"1

DEMAND NOTICE

» Lnder Section 132) of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financlal Assets And Enforcament of Security Interest Acl 2002 read |
¢ with Rule 3 (1) of the Security Interes! [Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The undersigned is the Authonsed Officer of Aadhar Housing |
¢ Finance Ltd [AHFL ) under Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (the |
u 5aid Act). In exercisa of powers conferrad under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Sacurity Interest |Enforcemeant) 1

! y Rules, 2002, the Authorised Officer has issued Demand MNofices under saction 13(2) of the said Act, caling upan the following :
: ! Borrowes(s) {the "sald Borrawar(s]'), to repay the amounts mentoned in the respecive Demand Nabice(s) issuad 16 them thal are aleo 1 .
: given below. In connecion with abave, Nofice is herely given, once again, to the said Bormower(s) bo pay to AHFL, within 60 days from
ke publication of this Noboe, the amounts mdicaled herein below, topether with furlher inlerest as detased in the said Dermand |
¥ I"-In:lti:e[s] from the date{s) rnenhuned below fill e dale of payment and'or realizaton, payable under the logn sgreemeant read with '
s other documents! writings, i any, executed by the said Borrower(s). As security for due repayrent of the loan, the foiowing assets

have beenmorgaged o AHFL by the said Bormowerls) respectively

LR L L b L 4 & § L & & § L . o4 J &8 1 1 & § 2 1 & §Q QB 1 L §@ R § 1L R § § L 1 3 R [ ;

1

]

]

Name of the Borrower(s) | nd Notice | : :

HE:. l:u-Eurruwerquamntg 5) [Dﬁr;mﬁum:: neptan L i novelE propery i
1 |{Lean Code : 22210000153 10-Bug-26 | A-Schedule:-Dr Br Ambdekarkenazama Disticl {Presenl), Easl Godavari :
Kakinada Branch) #10,50,152.00 |{Previpus) Sakhinetipalimandad, Malikipuram Sro, Sakhinetipaigram |3
Sudhakar Deva {Borrower] Panchayal. Sakhinatipallivillage Ares In R.5y.No.410Foran Extent OF Az|
Santhi Deva [Co-Borrower) (L33 % Cents Or 1694 5g.¥ds Of Site Along With Roc House Bearing 1

O Mo.5-152, Azsassmetn Mo 1162 Boundarles @ East : Road, West @ s

House, Site Belongs To Medajagannadham, MNerth : House, Site Balongs |,

| To Viayaratnam, South : House, it Belongs To Deva Viayaratnam :

2 |{Loan Code : 20900001407 10-Aug-26 | All That Piece And Parcel OFf The Prapery Riot Ground Floor Residential |}
Rajamahendravaram ¥ 20,31.568.00 |Building Bearng D.No:1-182/6 & New D MNo: 1-135 bn An Area Of 2564-5 5g) |
Branch) Kesava Balanaga Yards = 213-78 5q Melers Ac.0-054 Cants Oul Of Ac.0-23 Cents In Ris(a
Durga Sai Prasd Golla Mo 108 Magalkudun Village, Mamidikudunu Mandal, Sm, Razole, Easl .
{Borower) Bhagya Lakshmi Godavarl District With In The Foliowing Boundaries:- (Property Asst|;
Golla (13t Co-Bomower) DN 5 Ho.155) Within The Above Boundaries InAnArea Of254-5 5q Ys Or 213-78| |
Trinadha Rag Golla S0 Meters Together With Roc Roof, Doors, Doorframes, Cupboands, 1
{2nd Co-Borrower) Windows, Alamarahs, Curment Servica No: 1414360511001110 Connection |«
And Deposit, Bore & Mator And All Other Easement Rights. Boundaries ;|3

East : 530 Ft Progerty Belongs Ta Vurrika Mutyala Rac, West : 58 08 Fy) |

Road, Morth : 3906 F1 9 Ft Wide Joini Pazsage Way And Gokavarampu ]

Magendra Site, South @ 37.08 FI Site Of Puxhika Mohind Mageswan And|s

| Charukuri Srinivasa Hao i

y [T e said Borrowers shall fail bo make payment te AHFL as aforesaid, AHFL shad procesd agains! the above secured assels L.Mur

‘ aechon 1344) of theAct and the applicable Rules, endirely at the risks of ihe said Bomowers a5 (o the cosls and consequences, The said § :
I- Borowers are prohibited under the Act from bransfarring the aforesaid assats, whether by way of sale, lease or olherwise withoud the §
- priot writien consent of AHFL_ Any person who tontravenas or abats contravention of the provisions of the said Act or Rules made §

] s there under, shall be lisbée for imprsonment andior penalty as provided under the-Act,
rFEav:u Kakinadal Rajamahendravaram

-Dal! 22.08.2026

H-h_-hhﬁ*ﬂ-*h-hh-ﬂlﬂh--ﬂiﬁh- -

‘Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd.
.ﬂurpurlll Office : Ofica MNog, 501 & S04, Bih Floar, Lighbrdgs, Saks Vinar Raad, a ( a ]‘
§ Andher East. Mumbai Suburban [Distacl), Maharashira
' Guntur Branch ; Survay no, 508, Oid Municpal Ward No.1, New Waed Number-3, Biock Mo 8, Doar ﬂ'-.-:“:-il 11, Gayoin Flazn,
s Jrd Floor, Koretipadu, Main Road, Guntur Town, Andhra Pradesh-522007, Ongole Branch : O No, 37-1-168, 3rd Floor
'-!-.'n Compiax, Kumool Road, Ongole-523002, |,.I".F":n Vijoyawada Branch ; 584-1-3, Third Floor, Above Burger King, Vjaywada
F unicipal Comporafion, Revenue Ward-8, B8 No, 13172, NH-18 Main Bene Circle Road, Vijaywada-520010

the amount mentaned in the nobics within E-En:la 2 fromn the date of recaipt of

of 1he Secunty
the Aot inrespect oftime available, o redeam the secined assats,

1 amount as merdionad herain undar with interas: tharaon.
LI
51| Mame of the Borrowers) / Demand Notice | Date of
No. Co-Borrawer | Guarantor [¢ _ Descriptionofthe Immovableroperty _|Date and Amount|Possession
i| 1: [{Loan Code No. 51ﬁ1l]1]|:|[1135 Nat dsamupeia Districd, Macharla Sub-Reqistrar, Durgl Mandal, Durgi Grama panchayat, D.ng: 3-Jun-26 20-Bug-26
|  |Piduguraila Branch), Kandukuri Chandu | 1-56/2, Survery No: 221, AssessmentNo: 37414 An Exetentof 96 5. Yards or 8084 Sq. Meters|  T8,18,8350
. {Borrower), Kandukurl Sarojinl {12t Co- | 2f House Sibe with 840 Sq. Feal of RCC Roofed House bounded on the! East: 15 Feal Wide
' |Barrower) Kandukuri Muttamma Road, West: Propery of Pull Snou House, North: Road, South: Propery of Macharia Srinu
| ]
i [Znd Co-Borrower Mame) hause.
¥
' 2 |{Loan Code No.:22300001096 Guntur Digtrict, Tenali Reg. District, Ponnur Sub - Regisirar Office Liméls Ponaur Mandal, -dun-28 21-Aug-28
i Guntur Branch), Srinivasa Rao Nannam | Ponnur Municipal Area, In FonnurVillage D.MNo, 41305, And D No. 4137 The Two Numbers Are 8,21, 3800
¥l |{Borrower), Late. Sagar Nannem ﬂnEEI le Plot, An Extent Of 45-3 Sq ards Of Sée. Within Thess Boundanes An Extent OF45-
|F (Represented Th h The Legal Heir) ﬂ-l'ﬂi Or '.3? aré %ITE Of House Sita Wilh Acs Sheat House B'E’-';'II'iI'IiI Dogr Mo, 1B-11-
¥ i sassment Mo, 1025001546 And S¢ Mo, 4234 With All Faciities. Buldup Area: 500 Sq. Fis.
1 |{Lo-Bomower) Santosham Nannem bnm:l&d on the: East: Municipal Road 14’ &, Wesk: Site Belongs To Chell Asearvadam 15°
] (2nd Co-Borrower Name) 10*, North: Municoal Boad 25'6°, South: Site Belangs To Nannam Vasumathi Eic. 267
I-

Place: Piduguralla, Guntur | Date: 22.08.2026

HHﬂ-.h--ﬂ*-ﬂﬂhi-'--ﬂﬁ‘-ﬂﬂidHﬁ-huuﬂﬂ-H-HH.-EH---'Hiﬁ---‘Hﬂ-.uﬂﬂﬁi--'-ﬂh-'.-ﬂ'.._*ﬁ*ﬂﬂﬂh..‘ﬁhﬁ‘*‘..‘. - .

PHYSICAL POSSESSION NOTICE
.ﬂ'c,c, Bﬂnk Bronch office: ICIC] Bonk Lid, 4/10, Mythres Tower, Bommanhalli Hosur Main Hood Bongolore- 560068

The Authorsed WOICT Bonk Officor under the Secuntisotion, Reconstruction of Financiol Assets ond Enforcement of Secunty Intorest Act. 2004 and in
cxnercing of the powers confarmed under section 13(132) reod with Rule 3 of the Securty Interest ([Enforcament ) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notices to
the borrower(s) mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the Motice within B0 days from the date of receipt of the sold Motice.

Having failed to repay the omount, the Notlce i4 issued to the bormower and the public in general thot the undersigned hos token possession aof the
property described below, by exercising powers conferred an him/Mer under Section 13(4) of the sald Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the
below-mentioned dotes, The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property, Any dealings with

1FH.- property will be subject to -:huu_;i.'.- of ICIC! Bonk Limited

Authorised Officer, Aadhar Housing Finance Limitad

Date af I:Irrru:lnl:r

[5e Name of the Description of Property/ * ¥ BMlome
Mo| Borrower{si/ Loon e of Physical Possession -.’::tl-:,e.- "mum of
sttt vobhar Late o yRICol Fo 0 FT-:-tE??ﬁﬂ Bronch |
L. | Gem Dileepchondra | A Schedule:- Gudur District, Kortepodu Sub-division, Toluk, Gomantlo In - Guntur Municipal 15.02.2025  |Chennai|
{ Somy Mirmaolo Gera/ | Corporotion Area, Behind 5t Ann's College Gorantlo Villoge Toluk, D.MNo 471, Ac 11-33 Cenis, Rs. [
LBCHEDODDS5131075 | In Ac 2-00 Cents Lond Piot No.12 In 320 Sqyds Land Morth Side Port 293 Sqyds Lond, Plot | 18,06, 742.74/-
Mo 13 = 301 Sgyds Lond, Totol Is 594 Sgyds Lond, In YWhich S Seinvoso Topoz”™
Apartment Building And s Boundaries:- Egst: 33 Feet Wide Rood, Boundory 74 Feet- 3
inches South: Kowiru Lokshmi Brohmoramba's Laond Boundory T2t West: Alkodi
Venkotesworiu's Land Boundory 74 Feet- 3 Inches Nort: Others Land Boundary 721t
Betwesen These Boundories His 594 Sqyds or 496-64 Sgmts Lond B Schedule: As Mentioned
in The Above A Schedule Lond Unspecified Undivided Land 34. 45 Sqyds Lond or 28.80
Sgmits Lond, Constructed “5n Snnivoso Topoz™ Aportment Building, on - 4th Floor 960 Sgft
[including Common Area And CD‘I'FHJFHII'IE] Flinth Areq, Assessment Mo, 102 1189665,
Semifinished Flot Mo. 503, Boundaries of This Double Bed Room Flot Eost Opean Spoce
Sowth: Dpen To Sky And Lt West: Common Comidor Morth: Open Spoce Betwean These
Boundores is Flot Current Connection S5c Mo, 1122401006212/
Physicol Possession ond 18/08/2026. |
2 | Gudivado Sondhya | “A° Schedule: Guntur Division, Koritepodu Sub Division Office, Guntur New Municipal 22092025 | Guntur

| Dy Gudivado Udioy | Corporotion Area, Korftepadu Villoge D No: 14572, In Ac 10-33 Cents Lond, Ac 3-74, 3% Cents Rs.
And In The North Eost Comner of The Plots The Area s 2944 Sqyds Lond, And in The 11 Th
LBGTROGOOSHTISST | Block af The Apartments Built Under The Name = “Abhyudoyas Ram Mives" And |ts
LBGTROOOISE9G006 | Boundaries:- Eost Govt Bush Boundory Feet 178-6 Inches South: 30 Feet 'Wide Rood Feet
LEGTRODOOSBY 3448 | 172-6 Inches West Siddineni Venkoto Sharam Prosod, And Others Property Boundory Feet
LEBGTROOOMOT 186412 | 168-6 Inches North: Others Property, Boundory Feet 133 Bebween These Boundaries 2944
TBGTROMMOT 1 39059 | Sayds or 2461 47 Sogmits Areg With “Ablwudoyas Ram Mivos™ Apartment "B Schedubs:- The
dhewre Mentioned A" Schedule 2944 Sqyds or 2461 47 Sgmits Unspecified, Undivided 494
Sayds or 41 30 Sgmits Port of The Lond And Constructed “Abhyudayos Ram Nivas®
Apartments, Opal Block, 4th Floor Flat Mo: 501 And Its Boundaries:- East Common Corridor

KL

South: O
1125 ¢

n To Sky West Open To Sky Morthe Open Ta Sky Between These Boundories
t (Common Area And Corporking Area Includes) Area Noc Pork Squane Apartments
Opal Block Fourth Floor, Flat MNa: 501 Assessment Na. 1021180741, Current 5S¢ Mo
1122400365319 f Physical Possession on' 10082026

30,50, B04.00/-

The above-mentioned borrowers[shguarantori(d) infare hereby issued a 30 day Notice to repay the amount, else the marigaged properties will be sold
after 30 dorys from the date of publizhing this Notice, oz per the provisions under Fules B and 2 of Security Interest [Enforcerment ) Aules 2002,

\ Date: August 22, 2026 Ploce: Guritur

Sinceraly Authorised Officer, For ICICl Bank Ltd./

epaper.newindiandipiBts.com @

- -

DEMAND NOTICE

Sdi- Authorised Officer, ;
Aadhar Housing Finance lerted :

a0avTe

| Linded Soclion 130 2) of the Securilisaton and Reconibhuciion of Financial Assals And Enforcomant of Sacurity Inbarast Act, 2002 rsad :
! with Rule 3 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforosment) Rules, 2002, The indarsigned ts the Authorisad Officer of Aadhar Housing Fonance :
3 L (AHFL) undar Securitisabon And Reconstruction ol Financial Assets And Enforcemant of Securily Interesd Act, 2002 (the sald Act). n o
¥ prarciss of powars conferred under Section 13012) of the said Aot resd wih Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Erforcament) Rules, 2002,
¢ the Authorised Oflicer has ssued Demand Nolices undar section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the follawing Barrower(s) (1he *said :
| Borrowor(s)"), 1o repay tha amounts mantioned in the respective Demand Noticals) ssusd to ihem that s siso given bsdow. In §
| connection wih above, Notica is hereby given, once again, to the said Bomower(s] o pay o AHFL, wiihin 60 days from the publication of §
1 this Nobee, the amounts indicatad hermin balew, iopaihar with lurther infenest o detaded in the said Demand Moticeds), from ihe datels) :

s menitioned balow 6 the date of payment andior realzation, payable under (he loan agresment read with other documents! wrilings, f §
Fany, @xgculed by the said Borrowen'a], As sacurily b due repeymant of 1ha loan, the lollsesng assets have been morigaged b AHFL by
¥ {hia saed Borrowan(s) respactivedy

]
- i
et i
5| |Name of the Borrower{s) /| Demand Notice $
i [H-u H:n-! orrower/Guaranton(s){Date and Amount Description of the Immovable property :
i (Loan Code : 22310000524 10-Aug-26  |Narasaraopel Registration Districl, Chilakaluriget Sub-Destrict, Ediapadu Mandal, | §
I |Guntur Branch) Pallapu % 13,63,601.00 [Vankayalapadu Village Panchaysthi, Upparapalem Viiage, Sy.No.303 Of)F
marac {Bomower Vankavalapadu, Bearing Door No,3-142, Assessment No 637, R Rool Houss '
: 'Pallapu Adilakshmi Within Thess Boundaries An Extent Of 435.6 Sq, Yards Or 384.16 Sq. Mis 545 '
: (Co-Bomower) fAnd Existing Reo Roof Daba House \With A Plinth Anea OF 750 Sq. FLAnd With All |+
: Its Fixtures, Fahings And All Easemeant Rights and Bounded By : Easl : Propary $
i Beiong To Paftapu Sambasiva Rao. 119 Links, West : Panchayathi Baraar, 119)]
[ ]
i Links: Morth : Panchayathi Bazaar, 75, 1/4 Links; South : House Belong To(?
- Pallapi Nageswara Rao. 76 Links i
t| 2. |lLoan Code : 24710000265 | 10-Aug-26  |Prakasam Distict - Ongole R D, - Ssgarayakonda S.0. - Present Spsr Nallors -
| |Ongole Branch) £10,33,381.00 |District -Gudlur Revenue Mandal - Chemiddhipadu Village Panchayat -(8
' |Vijaylakshmi Nandham Chamidithipadu Area Ward No.1 - Swamajipuram Vifage 5 801071 - Tolal An .
i | BorTower) Extent Of Ac. 7-46 Cenils - Wharain 51 5g. Yards Of Sila - Wharein 458 S0, Feet Of |
]
: Nagamalieswararao Ree Building Assessment Mo 425 Door Na.1-1 With All Fixtures And Easemant | 4
| [Nandham (Co-Borrower) Rights and Bounded By : East : Cemant Road; West : Viacant Site Of Kunchala | |
- Bafa|; Morth : Cemant Road; South : Vacant Ste OfNandam Marasimba Rao -
E 1 l{Loan Code ; 20010000302 10-Aug-28 |The Schedule Property Situsted At Knshna District, Gannavaram Sub-Regisirar :
: Vijayawada Branch) € B,90,006.00 |Gannavaram Mandal. Buddavaram Gram Panchayat Area, Buddavaram Village, | §
i Tadisetti Ravi Kumar F.8.No.448/1,_An Extenl Of 121 Sq Yards Or 101.168 Sq. Meters Of Vacant) |
1| |{Bomower) Tadisett| House Sie With All Easementary Rights Bounded By : East : Property Of|1
- Leelakumari Tadisetty Vengala Rao; West : Panchayat Road; North : Property Of Gandilola :
r {Co-Bomower) Ramulamma; South : Remaining Property OF Smi Tadisatty Dhana Lakshmi .
1|4 |(Loan Code: 20010000282 | 10-Aug-26  |AD The Part And Parcel Of Property Measunng Schedule Tenali Munscipality -
: Vijoyawada Branch) % 39,02.262.00 |Tanal T.5. No.388 2Nd Ward, 13Th Block. Baing Boundad By Door No 14-10-15 .
- Magajyothi Pagala LI The Par And Parcel Of Property Measuring An Aparment Constructed In A- '
1| |(Borrower) Rambaby Schedule By Mame Grandhi Residency, Forth Floor, 501 Having Plinth Area OF| 5
:| |Pasala {Co-Bomower) 1158, An Extent Of Salong With 188 FI Common Araa And Parking Area OF 100 Sq. [}
: Ft All Essamentary Rights and Bounded By: East : Bam No: 1 Proparty Of Fota | 3
: Kolaswara Fao And Edara Anjana Devi 37,13 Ft, llam No:2 Comman Corrider :
- West ; Hem Mo 1 Road By Mame Chandramouleswar Swamy Varl Straet 40-11 Fi '
I [bem Ma: 2 Open To Sky; North ; ltem MNo; 1 Progerty Of Bhemisetly Chinnama, [
E Fodavarthi Srinivasa Rag, Tedkondavenkata Mydhili, Danaboina Lalitha Kumar -
i 117-10 F1, ltemn No:2 Comman Comdor; South : hem Mo 1 Property Of Grandhi |
' Chandramouléawara Rao And Cthers 114.9 FL ltem No: 2 Open To Sky :
iE {Loan Code : 20010000407 |  10-Aug-26  |Nir District, Nandigarma Sub-Ragistrsr, Pesuganchiproly Mandal, Konakanchi | §
: Vijsyawada Branch) T0,53,862.00 |Gram Panchayal Area, Konakanchi Village, R.5.No£62M1BY, Door No.5-13,|5
) njapa Anamm gagasmanl No.B13, An Extent 0.03 Cants Or 145.2 5q. Yards OusE
' |Lanjapalli Chi Bl A MNo.B13, An E Of Ac.0.03 Cants Or 145.2 5q. Yards Of H -
s| ||Bormower) Lanjapalil Ravi Site Within Rec Daba House Plinth Area 832 Square Feets and Bounded By: |
o |(Co-Bomawer) Easl : Site Of Lanjapak Chinnammai; West : Site Of Lanjapalli Chirna Sangestha '
! Rao; North : Site Of Lanjapalll Chirmamimai And 2 Yards Wide Palhway, South ; |
] Progarty Of Inspagurhl Kolasawara Rao -
S i
3 | the said Borrowers shall fall to make payment to AHFL as aforesaid, AHFL shall procesd against the above secured assels under -

3 ection 13(4) of the Act and the applicable Ruses, antirly at tha risks of the said Bormowers 85 o the costs and consequances. The said »
l Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from bransfering the aforesald assels, whether by way of sale, lease or olharwise without he |
: prior written consant of AHFL. Any person who canfrvenes or abets contravention of the provisions of the said Act or Rules made there 3
p Lindiar, shall be Babl for imprscnmant andior pinalty as providad unde ths Ao I
1 Place : Vijayawada
t Date : 22.08.2026

EsErTESESsESEEESFEEEETSEEETERESEEE NS EE T TR E YN FEE NN NSRS . ...

Sdi- Authorised Officer, :
Andhar Housing Finance Limited »




THE SEW

2INDI. \\
EXPRES

TADEPALLIGUDEM

10

BUSINLESS =

saTurDAY 2/ ,(08.20.26

Market
Watch

New mobile mfg scheme targets

‘original’ designs, localisation

Companies with 310,000 crore turnover in FY26 to be eligible for362,500-cr incentive scheme

RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delhi

MOBILE phone manufacturers,
including electronics manufac-
turing services (EMS) compa-
nies, with a turnover of at least
Z10,000 crore in FY26 will be eli-
gible to apply under the govern-
ment’s 62,500-crore Mobile
Phone Manufacturing Scheme
(MPMS), Ashwini Vaishnaw,
the Minister for Electronics
and Information Technology
said on Friday.

Releasing the detailed guide-
lines for the five-year scheme,
Vaishnaw said the programme
aims to boost mobile phone pro-
duction, deepen India’s compo-
nent manufacturing ecosystem
and create globally competitive
Indian smartphone brands.

Under the scheme, existing
mobile brands will have to
achieve incremental annual
sales of %5,000 crore over their
FY26 turnover to qualify for in-
centives. The threshold will rise
progressively to Rs 10,000 crore
in FY28, 15,000 crore in FY29,
%20,000 crore in FY30 and 25,000
crore in FY31.

New brands will become eligi-
ble for incentives only after
achieving annual sales of
Z10,000 crore, according to the
guidelines. The incentive will
be calculated on eligible sales at
2.75% iIn FY27 and FY28, 2.5% in
FY29 and FY30, and 2.25% in

Govt clears
1,800-km LPG
pipeline network
ACToss SIX states

RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delhi

IN a major push to strengthen
India’s LPG supply chain and
reduce the movement of cook-
ing gas by road, the Petroleum
and Natural Gas Regulatory
Board (PNGRB) has authorised
three LPG pipeline projects
spanning around 1,800 km
across six states, with an esti-
mated investment of about
7,000 crore.

The projects, to be developed
by GAIL (India), will traverse
Telangana, Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Karna-
taka and Goa. The three pipe-
lines are the 556-km Cherlapal-
ly-Nagpur pipeline, 611-km
Jhansi-Sitarganj pipeline and
the 633-km Shikrapur-Goa-Hub-
li pipeline.

Once completed, the PNGRB-
authorised common-carrier
LPG pipeline network is expect-

ed to expand from

around 7,700 km to

9,500 km, an in-

crease of nearly

23.5%. The expansion

assumes signifi-
cance as India
imports a sub-
stantial share of

its LPG, with im-

ported supplies

arriving largely
at coastal loca-
tions before
being transport-
ed to bottling
plants and con-
sumption cen-
tres across
the country.

ENERGY SECURITY

The projects will be
developed by GAIL (India)

The pipeline will cover six
states including UP, Maha

A - s
¥ 262,500 cr
# Qutlay for the
5-year Mobile

Phone Mfg
Scheme.

210,000 cr

FY31. The scheme also provides
an additional incentive of up to
1.5% for domestic sourcing of
key components, including dis-
play modules, camera modules,
battery cells, USB cables and
chargers. Companies must lo-
calise these components in at
least 25% of their mobile phone
production to claim the full ben-
efit of the scheme.

For Indian brands, the gov-
ernment has earmarked a 5%
base incentive, along with an
additional 3% for companies
that develop Indian-owned de-
signs and intellectual property
through domestic R&D.

Gold reserves rise
by $2 billion

The value of RBI’s gold reserves
rose by $2 billion to $111 billion
during the August 14 week
from $109 billion. In terms of
volume, gold reserves of

the central bank remained

at 880 tonnes

$57 billion inflows
under special scheme

The RBI said last Friday that it
had received nearly $57 billion
in inflows under a special
Dollar-Rupee swap scheme

as of August 13, led by more
than $50 billion in NRI

forex deposits

RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delhi

ELON Musk on Friday said
Starlink would help improve
connectivity in India’s un-
derserved rural areas, as the
satellite broadband provider
awaits final approvals to
launch commercial services
in the country.

Musk, whose company has
secured a licence to provide
satellite broadband services
in India but is still awaiting
spectrum allocation and oth-
er regulatory clearances,
was responding to a post on
X that highlighted that 11,256
of India’s listed villages still
lacked 4G coverage as of May
2026. “Starlink would help
the least served in India, es-
pecially in rural areas,”
Musk wrote on X.

Starlink has already se-
cured a licence to offer satel-
lite broadband services in
India and has established
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Vaishnaw said the govern-
ment has identified three poten-
tial Indian players that could
launch globally competitive
smartphones within the next 10
to 14 months, though he de-
clined to name them. He said
companies seeking incentives
for Indian brands would have to
demonstrate that their designs
are original.

“We are going to be very par-
ticular and meticulous in evalu-
ating that. The design has to be
your own design. It cannot sim-
ply be a copycat design,” he said.
The government said the new
scheme builds on the success of

BENN KOCHUVEEDAN @ Mumbai

INDIA’S foreign exchange re-
serves rose by $9.9 billion to
$716.907 billion in the week end-
ed August 14, the highest level
in about six months, aided by
sustained dollar inflows under
the special swap window
launched by the Reserve Bank
of India to shore up the coun-
try’s balance of payments.

The near $10-billion increase
was led by a $7.2-billion rise in
foreign currency assets, while
the value of the RBI’s 880-tonne
gold holdings increased by
$2.679 billion.

In the previous week ended
August 7, the reserves had
jumped by nearly $14 billion to

STARLINK TO CONNECT
LEAST SERVED RURAL
INDIA: ELON MUSK

ground infrastructure to
meet regulatory and enforce-
ment requirements.

India has also issued li-
cences to Bharti Group-
backed Eutelsat OneWeb and
J10-SES Space Technology
Ltd. All the companies are
awaiting spectrum alloca-
tion before rolling out serv-
ices. Earlier, Lauren Dreyer,
Vice President of Starlink’s
business operations, had
said the company remains
committed to India and is
working with the govern-
ment to bring Starlink’s serv-
ices to the country.

Water mgmt a key infra issue: WB Min

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Kolkata

SKILLING the workforce in
water management and
plumbing technology is
critical to ensuring
water security and the
successful installation,
operation and mainte-
nance of India’s water
infrastructure, West Ben-

gal Higher Education, Techni-
cal Education and Training

and Skill Development Minis-
ter Jagannath Chattopadhyay
said on Friday.

Addressing the WMP-
SC Industry Conclave
2026 on “Roadmap of
Skilling towards Viksit
Bharat”, organised by
the Water Management
& Plumbing Skill Coun-
cil (WMPSC), Chattopad-
hyay highlighted the often-un-
der-recognised role of skilled

water and plumbing techni-
cians in ensuring safe water
supply. “Skilling this workforce
is not simply a human resource
issue. It is a water security is-
sue. It is a public health issue.
It is an infrastructure issue,”
he said.

The minister urged stake-
holders to transform plumbers
and water technicians from in-
formal workers into skilled
professionals.

Q

We are going

to be very
particular and
meticulous in
evaluating if
Indian brands are
bringing original design

Ashwini Vaishnaw, IT Minister

the first production-linked in-
centive (PLI) programme, which
raised domestic value addition
in mobile manufacturing from
15% to 23%, attracted around
$14 billion in investments, in-
creased the number of major
component and EMS companies
from about 10 to over 40, and in-
tegrated more than 135 Tier-2
and Tier-3 suppliers into global
value chains. Between 2014-15
and 2025-26, electronics produc-
tion grew sevenfold, electronics
exports 11-fold, mobile phone
production 33-fold and mobile
phone exports 166-fold. India is
now the world’s second-largest
mobile phone manufacturer by
volume, with 99.2% of mobile
phones used in the country
manufactured domestically.

The MPMS aims to generate
%39 lakh crore in cumulative
mobile phone production, %15
lakh crore in exports and 60,000
additional direct jobs over its
five-year tenure.

$707.002 billion. The forex Kitty
has risen for seven consecutive
weeks, gaining about $50 billion
during the period. It is now
within striking distance of the
record high of $728.5 billion
reached in the last week of
February.

The latest accretion has been
supported by measures an-
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ICICI Bank doubles

overseas borrowing
limit to $5 billion

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Mumbai

THE board of ICICI Bank has
doubled the lender’s overseas
borrowing limit to $5 billion,
giving it greater flexibility to
raise funds through multiple
debt instruments. The bank
has already raised $2 billion in
foreign-currency debt since
July, taking total overseas debt
raised by Indian banks since
June to $10 billion.

In an exchange filing on Fri-
day, the second-largest private
sector lender of the country
said the board approval would
allow it to raise funds in over-
seas markets through instru-
ments including bonds, notes
and offshore certificates of de-
posit. The bank did not disclose
the timing, tranche sizes, matu-
rities or pricing of any pro-
posed issuance.

The move comes as Indian
banks increasingly tap over-
seas debt markets following the
special windows opened by the
Reserve Bank of India to at-
tract foreign-currency inflows.

ICICI Bank has led the fund-
raising with $2.05 billion raised
in two tranches in July and Au-
gust. HDFC Bank followed with
$1.75 billion raised in August,
its largest overseas debt issue
since the 2008 global financial
crisis. The issue comprised a
$500-million three-year tranche

nounced by the RBI on June 5 to
attract dollar inflows, including
discounted hedging facilities
for overseas borrowings by
state-run companies and banks
and a free-of-cost hedging facil-
ity for banks raising overseas
forex deposits.

The RBI said last Friday that
it had received nearly $57 billion

FOREIGN FUNDS

Indian banks have raised
$10 bn foreign debt

a.ICICI Bank has led the
fundraising with $2.05 bn

HDFC Bank followed with
$1.75 bn raised in August

and a $1.25-billion five-year
tranche, carrying coupons of
5.16% and 5.40%, respectively.

Other lenders that have re-
cently accessed overseas debt
markets include IDFC First
Bank, which raised $600 mil-
lion; Kotak Mahindra Bank
($650 million); Bank of Baroda
($700 million); Yes Bank ($500
million), its first such issue
since its AT1 bond crisis; State
Bank of India ($500 million); In-
dian Bank ($400 million through
a four-year foreign-currency
loan from Commerzbank and
CTBC Bank); and Axis Bank
($300 million).

Forex reserves surge $10 billion to $717 billion

in inflows under these meas-
ures as of August 13, led by
more than $50 billion in forex
deposits. The scale of inflows
prompted the central bank to
advance the closure of the de-
posit hedgingfacility by amonth
to August 31. The value of gold
reserves rose to $111 billion dur-
ing the week from $109 billion.
Special drawing rights declined
by $5 million to $19 billion, while
the reserve position with the
IMF increased by $5 million to
$5 billion.

Changes in foreign currency
assets, expressed in dollar
terms, also reflect the apprecia-
tion or depreciation of curren-
cies such as the euro, pound and
yen held in the reserves.

Religare open offer row: SAT rejects
Danny Gaekwad’s competing bid

BENN KOCHUVEEDAN @ Mumbai

THE Securities Appellate Tri-
bunal (SAT) has dismissed
Digvijay Laxhamsinh Gaekwad,
popularly known as Danny
Gaekwad, against a SEBI order
rejecting his plea for more time
to mount a competing open offer
for Religare Enterprises (REL)
at a higher price than the Bur-
man group’s offer. The tribu-
nal held that takeover regu-
lations do not permit such
extensions. Gaekwad, a Va-
dodara-born real estate and
hospitality entrepreneur
based in Florida, had
sought to challenge

PADMINI DHRUVARAJ @ Bengaluru

INDIA'S IT hiring market is
shifting towards experienced
workers with skills in artificial
intelligence, data, cloud and cy-
bersecurity, as companies re-
duce their reliance on entry-lev-
el recruitment, Kapil Joshi,
CEO of IT Staffing at Quess
Corp, told TNIE.

Emerging technology skills
now account for 58-60% of tech-
nology hiring, up from 30-32%
three years ago. At the same
time, the share of hiring for
workers with zero to four
years of experience has fallen
from 20% to 15% over the past
two years.

Joshi said 54-55% of total hir-
ing is now among workers with
4-12 years of experience. Com-

the Burman group’s takeover
bid for REL. He proposed an
open offer at ¥275 a share, com-
pared with the Burmans’ %235
offer, and sought to acquire a
55% stake, against the Bur-
mans’ proposed 26 %.

Rejecting his plea on Friday,
SAT said Regulation 11 of the
takeover regulations does not
provide SEBI with general pow-
ers torelax statutory time-

lines. It said the provi-
sion allows an acquirer
to seek exemption from
the open-offer require-
ment but does not per-
mit relaxation of

timelines in an on-

going open offer. “Appellant’s
option to take over the target
company is not closed and he
can always choose to initiate the
process, at any time,” the tribu-
nal said, adding that Gaekwad
could still initiate a fresh takeo-
ver bid under the takeover
regulations.

SEBI had argued that allow-
ing the plea would lead to a nev-
er ending process and render
the takeover framework ineffec-
tive. SAT held that statutory
takeover timelines cannot be re-
laxed to accommodate a delayed
competing offer and that Gaek-
wad was required to comply
with the timelines.

‘AI data & cloud drwe 60% of India’s IT hiring’

panies are increasingly seeking
candidates who can be immedi-
ately deployed, billed and pro-
ductive from day one.

The shift has widened the gap
between demand and supply of
skilled workers. Joshi said the
demand-supply gap for AI and
dataroles is 36-40%, while cloud
and cybersecurity roles face a
30-32% gap. In the latter case, he

said, only about seven candi-
dates are available for every 10
open positions.

Traditional technology roles,
including testing, .1 and L2 sup-
port, quality analysis and some
development jobs, are seeing
their share of demand squeez e
as companies step up hiring for
Al, data, cloud, cybersecurity
and platform engineering.
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SINGAPORE

MTI LIFTS 2026 GROWTH
FORECAST TO 4.5-5.5%

Singapore’s Ministry of Trade and
Industry (MTI) raised its 2026 GDP
growth forecast to 4.5-5.5% from
2.0-4.0% after final data showed
the economy grew 5.9% year-on-
year in the second quarter. The
final print was higher than the
5.7% advance estimate. MTI said
the impact of the Middle East war
had been less severe than feared,
while the global Al investment
boom had exceeded expectations.
Enterprise Singapore separately
raised its forecast for non-oil
domestic exports growth to
14-16% from 3-5%, citing sus-
tained Al-related demand. The
upgrades came despite inflationary
pressures that prompted the
Monetary Authority of Singapore
(MAS) to tighten policy in July.
Headline inflation stood at 1.6% in
June, while the central bank
expects inflation to rise and
remain elevated through the first
half of 2027.

INDONESIA

Bl HOLDS RATES AT 5.75% IN
DESTRY’S FIRST MEETING

Bank Indonesia kept its Bl-Rate
unchanged at 5.75% after its
August 18-19 policy meeting, leav-
ing the deposit facility rate at
4.75% and the lending facility rate
at 6.50%. It was the first policy
decision under Acting Governor
Destry Damayanti following Perry
Warjiyo's abrupt exit in late July.
All but one of 35 economists sur-
veyed by Bloomberg had expected
the central bank to hold rates. Bl
has already raised rates by 100
basis points this year to support
the rupiah. July inflation was
2.88%, within BI's 2.5% #1 per-
centage-point target range, while
the rupiah has fallen about 7%
against the dollar this year. BI
retained its 2026 growth forecast
at 4.9-5.7%, below President
Prabowo Subianto’s 6% expecta-
tion and his target of 8% growth
by 2029.

VIETNAM

GROWTH ACCELERATES,
BUT TRADE BALANCE FLIPS

Vietnam’s GDP grew 8.39% year-
on-year in the second quarter of
2026, up from an upwardly revised
1.94% in the first quarter, taking
first-half growth to 8.18%.
Industry and construction expand-
ed 10.51%, services grew 7.87% and
agriculture 4.06%. Exports of
goods and services increased
20.18%, but imports rose faster at
26.44%. As a result, Vietnam
recorded an estimated first-half
trade deficit of $16.65 billion, com-
pared with a $7.6 billion surplus a
year earlier, subject to reconcilia-
tion by Vietnam Customs. Inflation
eased to 4.69% in June from 5.6%
in May, remaining close to the
4.5% target. The World Bank
reclassified Vietnam as an upper-
middle-income economy effective
July 1, while Hanoi is targeting
growth of more than 10% this year.

PHILIPPINES

BSP RATE DECISION ON AUG
27 SPLITS MARKET VIEW

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP) last raised its reverse repur-
chase rate by 25 bps to 4.75% on
June 18. Its central forecasts put
average inflation at 6.4% in 2026
and 4.5% in 2027, citing higher oil
prices and a weaker peso. ING
expects another 25-basis-point
hike at the August 27 meeting
despite moderating headline infla-
tion, citing a recovery in Brent
crude prices, food supply risks and
announced wage increases.

The shift is also reshaping the
staffing market, with IT staffing
moving from its earlier focus on
workers with zero to four years
of experience towards the four-
to-eight-year segment. Contract
hiring, too, is increasingly
skewed towards experienced
workers.

Within AI, agentic Al is see-
ing the fastest growth. Joshi
said roles related to agentic Al
have grown by 200% over the
past year, resulting in about
three times the demand com-
pared with last year. Other
emerging roles include Al risk
and governance, ethical AlI,
LLM evaluation, Al evaluation,
observability and explainabili-
ty. The shift is also changing
how companies assess
candidates.
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Paredes banned for 10
games for WC final fracas

Midfielder Leandro Paredes and several Argentina players have received
bans and fines for their part in clashes with Spain players at the World
Cup final, FIFA said on Friday. Argentina have also been ordered to play
their next two home matches behind closed doors, though one match
of that sanction is suspended. Paredes will be banned for 10 matches.

Asiad-bound wrestler Mukul provisionally suspended for doping

FIROZ MIRZA @ Chennai

AHEAD of the 2026 Asian
Games in Japan, scheduled to
begin on September 19, India
received another big doping jolt
as a medal potential in wres-
tling tested positive for a stimu-
lant (Mephentermine). The
wrestler has since been provi-
sionally suspended by the Na-
tional Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA). The freestyle wrestler
in question, Mukul Dahiya,
competes in the 86kg weight

GAYATRP’S JOLLY RISE AT WORLDS

category and won a silver med-
al in the 2026 Asian Champion-
ships. He is currently attending
an exposure-cum-training
camp in Yerevan, Armenia
along with Asian Games-bound
freestyle wrestlers. Given the
situation, India will go unrep-
resented in the weight category
now. Interestingly, the Wres-
tling Federation of India (WFT)
is unaware of the development.
A few days ago, another select-
ed wrestler Deepanshu (Greco-
Roman, 130kg) was provision-

ally suspended by the NADA
for failing an out-of-competi-
tion dope test. The WFI named
him in the longlist but replaced
him with Ronak Dahiya,
who lost to Deepanshu
in the selection trials
held in Lucknow on
May 31. However, the
final list has been sent
by the WFI to the IOA
and a replacement looks
impossible. The NADA list has
been accessed by this daily.
“Usually, we get the intima-

tion along with the athlete in
question but this time the
NADA didn’t inform us. We
learnt that the list was updated
on August 4. Had the
NADA informed us, we
could have replaced
Mukul but now that
weight category, in all
probability, will have
no athlete from the
country,” a WFI source

told this daily. It should be not-
ed that the federation sent the
list of selected wrestlers to the

Indian Olympic Association in
the first week of June. The WFI
was informed about Deepan-
shu around July 20 following
which it got the wrestler
replaced.

Mephentermine is a sym-
pathomimetic medication used
to treat severe low blood pres-
sure (hypotension), particular-
ly during spinal anesthesia or
surgical procedures. It works
by stimulating the heart and
narrowing blood vessels to
quickly raise and stabilize

Doubles pair overcomes Chinese duo of Jia Yi Fan and Zhang Shuxian to confirmm medal; SatChi ousted

‘Both had baggage, that’s
why they were emotional’

ANMOL GURUNG @ New Delhi

THEIR celebrations said it all.
Doubles specialists Gayatri
Gopichand and Treesa Jolly
just couldn’t hold back their
emotions after engineering one
of the biggest victories of their
careers. Treesa fell to her knees
and pumped her fists with pure
joy. Gayatri was teary-eyed
while hugging her teammate.
Even the generally-strict task-
master, Pullela Gopichand, was
seen smiling as they went to
hug him one after another.
They had just pulled off the im-
possible, beating Jia Yi Fan and
Zhang Shuxian of China to en-
sure India ended up with a
bronze at the very least in the
ongoing BWF World Champi-
onships here.

The Worlds has witnessed
quite a few upsets so far and
this was another case of an un-
derdog rising to the occasion.
The victory clearly meant the
world to both. Injuries had
stalled their progress over the
years and the World No 39 com-
bo, who were ranked as high as
No 9 once upon a time, had
largely been in the shadows for
some time.

But Friday belonged to them.
It was just the result that the
crowd, who were cheering for
Indians throughout the contest,
were hoping for. Having proc-
essed their emotions to a de-
gree, they just couldn’t stop
smiling throughout the course
of interaction. “After the
match, it was really difficult to
control the emotions but we are
now okay. We were processing
that. We’re happy that we got

James Willstrop | FiLe
Squash: James is
India Asiad coach

CHANDRA PRABHU @ Chennai

FORMER World Number 1
from England James Willstrop
will be the Indian squash team’s
foreign coach for the upcoming
Asian Games in Japan, sources
in the Squash Rackets Federa-
tion of India (SRFI) confirmed
on Friday. “His appointment
has been green lit by the minis-
try. He is expected to arrive
here in Chennai on September
17, two days before the Games
start in Japan. The plan is that
the team will leave together
with him from here,” the source
added. Squash matches will be-
gin on September 23.

Willstrop, who is based at the
Pontefract Squash and Leisure
club in West Yorkshire, was
previously part of a national
camp for the 2023 Hangzhou
Asian Games as a sparring
partner.

Two-time world champion-
ships medal winner Chris
Walker was the foreign coach
then. “Moreover, Willstrop has
worked with top Indian squash
players like Abhay Singh and
Anahat Singh,” the source add-
ed. Both are expected to travel
to UK soon to train with the

Englishman, it is learnt.
Full story: newindianexpress.com
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Gayatri Gopichand (R) & Treesa Jolly in action during the quarterfinals | PARVEEN NE6I

this win and we’re now in the
semifinals,” Treesa, who has
come a long way since her hum-
ble beginnings in Kerala, said.

Fifteen years ago, India’s
medal streak at the World
Championships had been set in
motion by the women’s doubles
pair of Jwala Gutta and Ash-
wini Ponnappa. After PV Sind-
hu and Ayush Shetty’s exits on
Thursday, India were in serious
danger of missing out on a
medal this time. It was fitting
that Treesa and Gayatri man-
aged to keep that streak going.

Up against the formidable
pair, they were in an uncom-
fortable position after the open-
ing game, which the Indians
lost.

Even in the second game,
they were playing the chasing
game but the match completely
turned on its head after the mid
stages. The Indians played with
more purpose and forced the
Chinese pair to make unforced
errors. Four straight points to-

wards the end quelled any hopes
of afightback from the Chinese
pair. During those tense mo-
ments, Gayatri revealed that
they were looking to stay calm.

“Today (Friday) was a tough
match. We were down, trailing...
and the second game was also
very tricky. We told each other
to stay calm. That’s what we’re
going to do tomorrow as well.
We just want to go to court and
give our 100 per cent. We just
want to enjoy it as we did today,”
Gayatri said.

The Indians had momentum
on their side and after a relative-
ly slow start, they walked away
with the third essay to reach the
promised land. Results (select): MS:
TC Chou bt A Farhan 21-15, 21-15, K Naraoka bt A
Antonsen 21-19, 21-15, A Lanier bt K Vitidsarn 19-
21,21-16,21-16, V Lai bt R Gemke 21-19, 21-18; WS:
AnSY bt Y Han 21-19, 21-12, A Yamaguchi bt M Li
21-17,21-10; WD: Gayatri/Treesa bt Jia/Zhang 16-
21, 21-15, 21-13; Liu/Tan bt T Yueng/Yeung 21-14,
21-17, MD: Liang/Wang bt Satwik/Chirag 21-18,
21-9; Soh/Chia bt Lin/Hu 21-11, 21-17.

Full story: newindianexpress.com

ANMOL GURUNG @ New Delhi

DOUBLES coach B Sumeeth
Reddy, along with national
chief coach Pullela Gopichand,
were witness to Gayatri Gop-
ichand and Treesa Jolly’s sig-
nificant performance from up
close. The victory on Friday
naturally meant as much to
them.

Along with the duo, who con-
firmed a medal for India in the
ongoing Worlds, the coaches
have been through a lot in re-
cent months and it was natu-
rally an emotional hour for eve-
ryone. “When emotions fall in,
no words could normalise
things. They’re still very emo-
tional. It takes probably a day
for things to digest,” Sumeeth
told reporters.

The former doubles shuttler
felt both Treesa and Gayatri
have had to deal with plenty of
pressure over the years. “Both
of them have their own bag-
gage, starting with Gaya (Gay-
atri) being Gopi sir’s daughter.
Everyone would say silver
spoon and all of that. With this,
she would also be relieved that
she’s a Worlds medallist. That
would be a huge medal in her
career,” Sumeeth, who was the
first Indian men’s doubles play-
er to represent the country in
the Olympics alongside Manu
Attri, said.“Treesa was also
very hungry since the start of

Chance for Gill to step up as a batter

GOMESH S @ Chennai

BEING an Indian Test captain is
a tough job. One look at the list
of players who held the respon-
sibility as full-time skipper in
this century will say as much.
Shubman Gill, Rohit Shar-
ma, Virat Kohli, MS
Dhoni, Anil Kumble,

Rahul Dravid, Sourav

Ganguly, Sachin Ten-

dulkar.... you get the

drift.

Every one of them has

had their share of ups and
downs. There were varied rea-
sons why they were handed the
job but more often than not, it
has been because they were the
best batter in the team at the
time. Sometimes it works out
great as in the case of Kohli.
And sometimes, it doesn’t like
Tendulkar who resigned before

INDRANEEL DAS @ Bhubaneswar

BARRING one or two athletes,
the cafeteria was almost empty.
Radhakrishnan Nair was sitting
quietly on one of the tables,
looking solemn and grave on a
warm Friday morning. It had
been quite a journey for the
chief coach of the athletics na-
tional team. Nair has been part
of the coaching establishment
for over three decades in various
capacities — from a coach to dep-
uty chief to chief. In the last 34
years of marriage, he said he
could visit say 30 to 40 days a
year initially and later, when he
became the coach he hardly
could visit the family. “Some-
times I didn’t even know where
my children were studying but

Ganguly took over. Rohit was
handed the Test captaincy after
taking over in other two for-
mats, predominantly because of
his leadership and tactical nous
in the IPL. Gill, on the other
hand, was looked at as India’s
best batting talent when he
was named the skipper
following his predeces-
sor’s retirement last
year. And immediately,

» he announced his arriv-
al with the bat in Eng-
land. Since then, he has
shown signs of growth as cap-
tain and leader, quietly making
this team his own. And with the
bat, he averages 73.33 as captain,
amassing 1100 runs in 10 Tests.
But the thing about being a Test
captain is that running alone is
not enough. Results are para-
mount. Gill got injured in Kolk-
ata and India lost 0-2 to South

they are all well settled now,” he
said with a heavy heart as he bid
adieu to his most passionate vo-
cation - coaching. “If you calcu-
late the number of years since
my marriage in 1998, it would be
around five-six years in total I
would have been at home,” he
said.

“This is my last interna-
tional competition at
home,” Nair said as his
eyes seemed to give o
away his sadness with-
in. The World Athletics
Continental Tour Silver
2026 here on Saturday would
be his last international compe-
tition at home. His career as
chief national coach will end in
September just before the Asian
Games. Technically, the date is

i
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Africa. Which is why, the Sri
Lanka tour held significance for
Gill the batter. Though India
won the Test in Galle, the skip-
per’sreturns— 16 and 8 — would
not have made him happy.
Former national selector Saba
Karim believes Gill is very much
aware of his role as a batter.
“Hugely important for a young
captain, more so if he is a batter
to keep working on his primary
skill which is batting. If you no-
tice his performance, once he
became a captain, has grown
many fold. It goes to show that
he still believes that for him to
keep scoring runs on a consist-
ent basis is important for his
team’s success and also for his
growth,” Karim told this daily
in an interaction facilitated by
Sony Sports Network. IndiavsSL,
2nd Test; Live on Sony Sports Network
Full story: newindianexpress.com

Coach Sumeeth Reddy explained the
dynamics of the doubles’ pair | Express

her career. She wanted to prove
a point that she’s not playing
tournaments just to compete.
She always wanted to be the
star of Indian badminton. This
again is a big achievement in
her kitty. That was one of the
reasons why she was very
emotional.”

He felt Treesa’s aggressive
game and Gayatri’s cool ap-
proach inside the court compli-
ments their game. Despite be-
ing yin and yang, they are able
to get the best out of each other.
“We have two different players,
Treesa being the player who’s
always charging at the oppo-
nents while Gaya being the
calm one. You need to deal with
them differently. We obviously
encourage Treesa to just calm
a little bit when she is becom-
Ing too aggressive or smashing
too often. At the same time, we
need to encourage Gaya to be a

little bit aggressive,” he said.
Full story: newindianexpress.com

EXPRESS READ

Holder Alcaraz set for
returnat US Open

NEW YORK: Carlos Alcaraz is
ready to return from injury to
defend his U.S. Open title. “Here
we go,” Alcaraz posted on his
social media pages Thursday, with
one picture showing him in front
of the U.S. Open logo. The seven-
time Grand Slam champion has
been sidelined since April because
of a right wrist injury.

Azhar clinches maiden
title at Kolar Open golf

KOLAR: Mohammed Azhar
produced a consistent
performance to card a one-under
71 and clinch his maiden
professional title at the ¥1 cr Kolar
Open on Friday. The 27-year-old
(70-68-70-71) finished at nine-
under 279 to secure a two-shot
victory and collect the winner’s
cheque of %15 lakh.

Coaches’ programme my legacy in Indian athletics: Radhakrishnan

on September 30. After exchang-
ing pleasantries, he reluctantly
agreed to speak about his career;
the high points of his life and
what could be his lasting legacy
in Indian athletics. And his
coaching programme that led to
the introduction of thousands
of coaches into the athlet-
ics firmament tops it all.
“There is a dearth of
coaches in India,

small contribu-
tion,” he said.
In a freewheeling
chat, he spoke about
how he could help in
changing coaching
landscape of the
country. The deci-
sion to give up

Chief coach Radhakrishnan Nair

the post was not easy but the
pressure of being a national
coach was slowly taking a toll on
his health. He said the Athletics
Federation of India has been a
great support and they would
want him to continue with his
coaching programme. Excerpts:

On his legacy
Athletics is developing in
the country. Recent re-
sults show it is looking
up. But it isnot my credit
alone. It is planning, ex-
ecution of those plans in
a proper way with
the support of the
government.
And to develop
athletics, we
need to de-

blood pressure.

The list has names of several
high profile athletes like hep-
tathlete Swapna Barman. How-
ever, Mukul’s suspension will
hurt India a lot at the continen-
tal showpiece event as wres-
tling is considered one of the
strongest disciplines of the
country. “We have spoken to the
coaches in Armenia and they
informed us that Mukul has
not been training for the past
three-four days. He is looking
off-colour, the coaches told us

which means he knew about
the test result. But that doesn’t
serve the purpose. Timely in-
formation could have saved the
government’s money as well as
we would not have sent him to
Armenia,” added the WFI
source. Notably, in a similar in-
cident India’s weightlifting
contingent’s quota was reduced
by one due to Anti Doping Rule
Violation (ADRV) ahead of the
2026 Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow.

Full story: newindianexpress.com

Dutch too good
for India women

SWAROOP SWAMINATHAN

WHEN INDIA and the Netherlands walked
out for the anthems in a sun-kissed Wagener
Stadium in Amstelveen, you may have been
forgiven for thinking something was up with
your eyes. The hosts were lining up in blue
while India came out wearing saffron. But

that actually happened.

However, that was the only unexpected
thing to occur before or during the match.
The Dutch women’s hockey team, one of the
most storied and decorated sides across all
sports in the world over the 21st century, kept
their date with destiny with a comfortable 2-0
win. Netherlands, whose last loss at the World
Cup came in 2010, were a slick attacking ma-
chine but their profligacy cost them in front
of goal as they spurned a number of chances
when well placed to score, either from set
pieces or via open play. That profligacy,
though, has allowed the Indian team an op-
portunity to still make the semifinals of the
quadrennial event. Remember, the last they
finished fourth had come in 1974. When coach
Sjoerd Marijne was interviewed before this
second phase Pool match, he said they had

nothing to lose.

A few minutes into the game, one would
have feared for the women’s team as they had
already conceded from a penalty corner. But
Salima Tete & Co are made up stern tough.
The missed chances notwithstanding, India’s
set-up was clear. Aim to frustrate their oppo-
nents, and break at pace whenever they get
the opportunity. And as long as the match
stayed at 1-0, they were always in with a
chance of engineering the mother of all up-
sets. They almost levelled the game minutes
after half-time when they pounced on the
loose ball following an unsuccessful Dutch
penalty corner. The women in saffron broke
at pace and ventured deep into opposition ter-
ritory with the hosts chasing the ball in des-

Crunch

match

In the first of two must-
win clashes, the men’s
team come up against
hosts the Netherlands
on Saturday. A look...

Harmanpreet in
roaring form

Harmanpreet Singh
wanted to make up
for a disappointing
2023 and he’s
delivering on that
promise. He has
found his range as
his drag-flicks have
found the target. He
needs to be on top
of his game again if
India are to best the
hosts.

Retain ball &
maintain shape
India’s game have
generally been very
chaotic at the World
Cup, there has been
an element of
basketball to their
games. It’s why they
have conceded a lot
of chances. They will
need to hold
structural integrity
as well as retain the
ball against the
Dutch.

peration. The chance, though, came to not; it

was one of several close chances Marijne’s
charges had managed but the execution let

them down.

You don’t give a side like Netherlands
chances like that and they went up the other
end to double the advantage, from another
penalty corner. In the terraces, the local
Dutch fans, who were clad in Orange, were
dancing but it was the team in blue that had
scored the goal (yep, it made for some confus-
ing viewing). India kept at it but they were

Netherlands
Y have conceded
. only three goals

(India have
conceded eight)

India have
scored six
from penalty
corners, the
leaders so far

also firm at the back, knowing full well that

this Pool could still be decided by goal differ-
Full story: newindianexpress.com
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Dutch fans turned up in orange, the new colour of India jersey on Friday | wi

velop our coaches. We have very
few coaches even now. Among
them, there are very few compe-
tent coaches. A lot of structure
has been created by the govern-
ment like Khelo India but when
you look at the number of coach-
es in athletics, there are hardly
130 or 140 coaches. When we dis-
cussed development globally, the
first thing we did was to contact
World Athletics, and they have
fully supported and cooperated.
We started the WA Level One
coaches’ education program in
2018. The credit has to go to the
AFL

On need for more coaches
I started a coaches education
course to develop coaches at dis-
trict level. This is very impor-

tant because every district needs
at least five to six coaches who
can just attract children to ath-
letics. Who can scout and train.
We will require say in about 700
districts about 3500-4000 coach-
es. We call it a pre Level 1 AFI
coaching that is totally online,
six days. Anyone can partici-
pate. There is no prerequisite
qgualification required. Anyone
interested in coaching, whether
it is a parent or a veteran athlete
or a physical education teacher,
for anyone who is passionate
about coaching. That we started
in 2020 during Covid year. Re-
sponse was very good. As of
now, we have produced more
than three thousand coaches but
we need more.

Full story: newindianexpress.com
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SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Nilgiris

HE journey to one of Tamil Nadu’s
remotest forests begins where most
roads end.
A four-wheel vehicle took us till
Parsons Valley and from there, we
went on a bike to the Western
Catchment Area. The last stretch
had to be covered on foot, trekking through
steep slopes at elevations above 2,000 metre.

After hours of travel in bone-crushing cold,
mist and strong winds, we finally reached the
hill slopes where hundreds of Nilgiri wild ja-
mun (Syzygium calophyllifolium) grow.

But there was something missing.

I could not find even one ripened Nilgiri
wild jamun, although the fruiting season has
almost come to a close. We searched hundreds
of trees. Forget about fruiting, we did not see
even the flowering. Stunted budding was no-
ticed in just a few trees.

For a tree that the IUCN Red List has al-
ready classified as Endangered, the absence
was difficult to ignore.

The 2023 IUCN assessment estimates that
there are fewer than 700 mature individuals
of Syzygium calophyllifolium left in the wild,
spread across just 13 subpopulations in five
montane landscapes. The population is declin-
ing. The Nilgiri and Agasthyamalai land-
scapes together account for 72% of the spe-
cies’ population, making the high-altitude
forests of the Nilgiris particularly important
for its survival.

The IUCN assessment says the species is
chiefly found in montane evergreen forests,
generally between 1,000 metre and 2,300 metre,
and has an estimated area of occupancy of
just 56 sq km. It records a continuing decline
in mature individuals as well as in the area,
extent and quality of its habitat. So this was
not merely the absence of fruit. It was the si-
lence of an ecological event that simply never
happened or observed so far. Whether this is
a cyclical phenomenon or whether something
more serious is at play remains a question.

Is it linked to warmer years, El Nino years
or poor monsoon? Incidentally, 2026 is one of
the warmest years and a super El Nino is cur-
rently taking shape. The area also experienced
unprecedented ground frost before the fruit-
ing season. Could that have affected the trees?
Could changing weather conditions have af-
fected pollinators? And if the flowering and
fruiting cycle is disrupted repeatedly, what
happens to the animals that depend upon the
tree? The IUCN itself lists February to May as
the species’ flowering and fruiting period.
Phenology - the timing of flowering, fruiting
and other recurring biological events - is in-
creasingly recognised as a sensitive indicator
of environmental change. Scientists say plant
reproductive cycles are influenced by environ-
mental cues and are often synchronised with
pollinators and seed dispersers.

M G Ganesan, former director of Project
Nilgiri Tahr and current deputy director of
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, says Mukurthi Na-
tional Park is a prime habitat for Tamil Nadu’s
state animal Nilgiri Tahr.

“One of the two metapopulations of Nilgiri
Tahr is in Western Catchment Area and this
landscape that primarily consists of montane
shola forests is very fragile. Nilgiri wild ja-
mun is an indicator species of ecological
health and found only in this ancient shola
landscape. Every year, it is customary for me
to visit there and relish eating the fruit, but
this year I haven’t seen a single tree with the
fruits. This is not confined to western catch-
ment alone, but observed in the entire Nilgiris
landscape.”

Climate clock falls out of sync

For anti-poaching watcher G Arun Kumar,
who has worked in the Western Catch-
ment Area for the last 10 years, the ab-
sence of flowering this year is striking.
He said there was no flowering and felt
that the poor monsoon, high winds and
heavy misty conditions could have a di-
rect correlation with the failure. “Cli-
mate change is affecting the forest,”
he said, pointing to the changing
conditions being experienced in

Did the Nilgiri wild jamun fail to flower because this was simply its
natural resting year or are the trees beginning to lose synchrony
with the climate and the pollinators that sustain them?

WHERE

DID THE

‘ENDANGERED’

Nilgiri wild jai

DISAPPEAR?
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Nilgiri Tahr feeding on wild jamun trees in summer

the high-altitude landscape. But scientists cau-
tion that one year’s failure cannot automati-
cally be attributed to climate change.

Anita Varghese, director (biodiversity), Key-
stone Foundation, said many trees that pro-
duce fruits in abundance, such as amla and
mango, have aresting period after mass flower-
ing and fruiting. Nilgiris wild jamun could also
show such a phenomenon.

“That could be the phenomenon,” she said,
while stressing that the trees need to be ob-
served again next year. If the failure repeats,
climate stress could become a stronger possi-
bility, particularly because this year had poor
rainfall. Anita said the relationship between
climate and flowering can also involve a time
lag. A drought or rainfall deficit in one year
may affect flowering in the following year.
“This year’s drought will reflect on next year’s
flowering,” she said. That makes the next flow-
ering season particularly important. Anita
also stressed the need for regular monitoring
because phenological changes can be subtle
but important indicators of climate change.
She noted that changes of even a couple of
weeks in the timing of flowering can have eco-
logical consequences.

Renee Maria Borges, evolutionary biologist
and professor at the Centre for Ecological Sci-
ences, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru,
says it would be because of climate change.
“We are seeing such disruptions across the
world, but without long-term studies it would
be difficult to draw conclusions.” According to
field personnel who have worked in Mukurthi
for several years, fruiting has generally been
observed every year. Some staff with nearly a
decade of experience in the landscape also re-

ported that they had never seen such a wide-
spread absence of flowering and fruiting.

Across hundreds of trees examined,
only a handful showed immature fruit,
while flowering was virtually absent.
There were no obvious signs of dis-

ease or widespread tree mortality. The trees
appeared healthy:

Warning hidden in the missing fruit

The disappearance of the fruit becomes more
significant when seen against the species’ al-
ready precarious conservation status.

Dr B Subbaiyan, senior research fellow with
the Tamil Nadu Forest Department’s Project
Nilgiri Tahr and a plant taxonomist, says the
species occupies the higher sholas and plays an
important ecological role. A failure in flower-
ing, therefore, means much more than the loss
of one season’s crop. It potentially affects every
species that depends upon it. Project Nilgiri
Tahr observations show that the tahr is prima-
rily a grazer but can become more of a browser
during periods when grasses dry up. Field ob-
servations have recorded Nilgiri tahr feeding
on young leaves and shoots of woody plants.
Whether its fruit is an important nutritional
component of the tahr’s diet, however, remains
insufficiently documented.

Wildlife biologist K Manigandan, associated
with Project Nilgiri Tahr, says documenting
the flowering calendar of key food plants has
become increasingly important because cli-
mate-driven shifts may not be immediately vis-
ible in wildlife populations. “Trees can provide
some of the earliest warnings of ecological
change. If flowering fails repeatedly, the conse-
quences could ripple through the entire shola
ecosystem long before they become obvious in
animal population counts.”

There is enough research done to establish
the fact that plant reproduction is directly
linked to climate. At Kalakad-Mundanthurai
Tiger Reserve, long-term observations found
fruiting could follow rainfall with a lag of
about two months. Research also found re-
duced pollination success in disturbed areas,
partly because of fewer visits by mammalian
pollinators and the loss of unpollinated flowers
to infections following unseasonal rain.

One of the two metapopulations of Nilgiri Tahr is in Western Catchment Area and
this landscape that primarily consists of montane shola forests is very fragile.
Nilgiri wild jamun is an indicator species of ecological health and found only in this

ancient shola landscape — M G GANESAN
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A tree already in trouble

Least
Concern

Extinct Threatened

POEOOOV

Estimated mature individuals: Fewer than 700
Population trend: Declining

Where it grows: Montane shola evergreen
forests of South India and Sri Lanka, chiefly
at1,000-2,300 m elevation. The Nilgiri and
Agasthyamalai landscapes together hold 72% of
the population.

Flowering & fruiting: February-May, according
to the IUCN assessment.

MAJOR THREATS

® Fragmentation and degradation of montane
shola forests

@ Tea, eucalyptus and wattle plantations
@ |nfrastructure development
@ |nvasive Lantana camara and Acacia mearnsii

THE BIGGEST GAP

® No systematic monitoring scheme exists.

® The [UCN assessment specifically lists research
needs including population size, distribution,
trends, life history and ecology.

International studies show the same com-
plexity. A 15-year record from Uganda’s Kibale
National Park found that solar radiation and
ENSO helped predict fruiting patterns. In Ja-
pan, centuries of flowering records have dem-
onstrated a relationship between cherry flow-
ering and March temperatures. Climate change
can also disrupt the relationship between
plants and their pollinators. If flowering shifts
but pollinators respond differently to tempera-
ture or rainfall, the period during which both
partners overlap can shrink.

Forest has no memory, unless we record it

This is not the first time Mukurthi’s manage-
ment records have flagged declining fruit avail-
ability. The decades-old Mukurthi National
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The 2023 IUCN
~assessment estimates
that there are fewer
than 700 mature
individuals of Syzygium
calophyllifolium leftin .

i. the wild, spread across
'n just 13 subpopulations.
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(L-R) K Manigandan and B Subbaiyan

Park management plan, accessed by TNIE, had
already recorded a similar concern involving
another wild fruit nearly two decades ago. It
talked about fruit production of Rhodomyrtus
tomentosa, a wild gooseberry. “This fruit pro-
duction during the month of December-Janu-
ary has considerably reduced. This is causing
a shortage of food for herbivores and birds in
Mukurthi. In depth research on this needed to
protect and conserve this keystone species,”
the plan prepared in the 2000s reads.

In 1990, Renee Borges proposed to investigate
plant-animal interactions in the Western
Ghats, with Mukurthi identified as a potential
long-term research site for pollinator behav-
iour, breeding systems and mutualistic rela-
tionships, but the research never took off.

More than two decades later, there is still no
continuous, long-term dataset tracking Syzy-
gium calophyllifolium against rainfall, tem-
perature, frost, soil moisture and pollinator
activity. The IUCN assessment itself records
that there is no systematic monitoring scheme
for the species. There is no reliable phenology
calendar showing when the trees normally
flower, how long flowering lasts, when fruits
mature and whether the cycle changes during
drought or unusually warm years. And there
is little information on the specific pollinators
responsible for the tree’s reproduction in the
high-altitude sholas.

“That absence of data has now become as
worrying as the missing fruit itself,” says
Ganesan. One poor year may simply be a natu-
ral resting period. Two consecutive failures
would demand closer scrutiny. Repeated fail-
ures over several years could signal something
much more serious and hamper the forest re-
generation.That is why scientists and field
managers agree on one thing - the trees need to
be watched.The flowering of selected trees
should be recorded every year, along with rain-
fall, temperature, frost, soil moisture, flower-
ing intensity, fruit set, fruit maturation and
pollinator activity.

(S VKRISHNA CHAITANYA is a resident fellow of the Climate
Change Media Hub at the Asian College of Journalism. The
programme is supported by Interlink Academy Germany)

Kerala marine scientist conquers North Pole, records global warming impact

MANOJ VISWANATHAN @ Kochi

T was around 3 pm on August 8.
Icebreaker vessel 50 Let Pobedy
reached 89.6616 degree North lati-
tude in the Arctic Ocean. We got
down from the vessel and ploughed
our way through the snow to the
' © point where the navigation equip-
ment read 90 degree North,” Dr S Bijoy Nan-
dan recollects. That’s the exact moment he
reached the northernmost point on Earth.

Lucky Rawat, a 15-year-old student from
Chakrata in Uttarakhand, also accompanied
him as India’s sole student representative.

“It was an incredible moment. We were
standing on the frozen ocean, which was
4,000 m deep. There was a blizzard, with wind
speeds crossing 10 m per second, and my face
froze the moment I removed my mask to click
a picture,” he recalls.

Bijoy Nandan, dean and scientist emeritus
at the Department of Marine Sciences of the
Cochin University of Science and Technolo-
gy (CUSAT), is the first Malayali to step on
the North Pole. He was part of the ‘Icebreak-
er of Knowledge’, an international educa-
tional and scientific expedition to the North
Pole organised by Rosatom, the Russian
atomic energy corporation.

The expedition was a global mentoring
programme in which 66 highly talented stu-
dents from across the world participated
alongside international experts to reach the
North Pole. There were experts from diverse
fields such as marine science, nuclear engi-

neering, artificial intelligence, radiology and
biotechnology. Among them was Sergei
Lukyanenko, one of Russia’s most popular
contemporary science fiction and fantasy au-
thors. Others included Jairo Bastos, a Brazil-
1an researcher-engineer, and Noel Rajabu
Mabele, a Tanzanian medical doctor.
Students in the age group of 14-16 were se-
lected through a five-level talent hunt. Glo-
bally, 5,000 students applied for the pro-
gramme, of whom 22 were selected. Russia
selected 44 students from 73,000 applications.
Lucky Rawat, a Class X student from Uttara-
khand, was the student representative from
India. The team reached Murmansk, the
largest city north of the Arctic Circle
in northwestern Russia, on August 3. &
Murmansk is also a prime destina-
tion for viewing the Aurora Borealis
(Northern Lights), which is visible
between September and April.
From Murmansk, the expedi-
tion team boarded 50 Let Pobedy
(meaning “50 Years of
Victory”), a mas-
sive Arktika-
class nuclear-
powered
icebreaker oper-
ated by Rosatom.
The vessel, built
in 2007, is one of
the world’s larg-
est and most pow-
erful ships and is
capable of break-

!

ing through ice up to 3 m thick. It is 159.6
m long and 30 m wide. A floating giant, the
vessel has restaurants, a play area, lec-
ture halls, a gymnasium, swimming
pools and large rooms.
“The 2,500-km voyage
through the Arctic
Ocean was an amazing
experience. We could
spot the depleting ice
sheets, broken ice-
bergs and barren
hills. According to
Russian scientists,
the depletion of
Snow cover has been
evident over the past
two decades. There were only

Bijoy Nandan
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pancake ice formations in place of thick ice
sheets. On the third day, we spotted a polar
bear, which is also under threat due to the
changing environment,” he says. The team
reached 89.6616 degree North at around 3 pm,
disembarked from the ship and walked
around 250 m through snowdrifts to reach the
northernmost point on Earth.

“We were standing on a frozen ocean that
was 4,000 m deep. There was a blizzard, but
we were excited. The students started cele-
brating and we conducted a flag march to
mark the moment. The ship’s captain, Ruslan
Sasov, also joined the celebration. In the po-
lar region, it is six months of day and six
months of night. The transition to the polar
night begins around September, when the
Northern Lights will become visible,” says

the marine scientist. The return journey
started late at night, and the team reached
Franz Josef Land, a high-latitude Russian
Arctic archipelago comprising 192 ice-cov-
ered islands. It is located about 900 km from
the North Pole and is a natural reserve for
polar bears and seabirds.

The expedition provided insights into the
impacts of global warming on the Arctic.
The Arctic Ocean plays a significant role in
the global climate system and in the Global
Conveyor Belt, a massive, continuous system
of deep and surface ocean currents driven by
differences in water temperature and salin-
ity. This circulation moves heat, nutrients
and carbon around the Earth in a slow cycle
that takes about 1,000 years to complete.

“Evidence of Arctic amplification and its
impact on global ocean changes is mounting.
For example, the presence of aerosols is in-
creasing in the Arctic region. Mercury has
also been detected in organisms in Svalbard.
The impact of Arctic amplification on cli-
mate change will be reflected in coastal zones
across the world, including India,” the emi-
nent oceanographer said. The marine scien-
tist recorded the impact of global warming
on the Arctic marine ecosystem and how the
Arctic Ocean has changed over the decades.
“I collected water samples for research pur-
poses. Reaching the North Pole was a gratify-
ing experience and gave me an opportunity
to learn about the impact of global warming
on the region. The team also launched a bal-
loon equipped with sensors to study changes
in the stratosphere,” he said.
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