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1 euro 
awarded to Kim Kardashian 
in robbery case

09 VELLORE

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   18 2 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 27 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 30 18 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 27 23 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 34 26 SNY
Maldives (Male) 28  27 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 24 19 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 27 17 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 27 12 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 31 26 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 24 10 LC
UAE (Dubai) 36 31 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 26 24 LR
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SC order comes as states warn last-minute rejig could disrupt voting ahead of Nov contests

Judicial double whammy for Trump as 
mail vote, student visa  curbs blocked

Stay on visa restrictions 
for students, journalists

WASHINGTON

THE Supreme Court on Mon-
day rejected President Donald 
Trump’s bid to restrict mail 
ballots for the midterm elec-
tions, capping a flurry of  last-
minute legal action with vot-
ing already underway.

The decision allows states to 
continue sending out mail bal-
lots under the same processes 
they have used for years and 
have accounted for nearly a 
third of  votes cast.  It repre-
sented a stark defeat for Trump 
on an issue he consistently has 
emphasised as vital to ensur-
ing election integrity even 
though there is virtually no 
evidence of  fraud with mail 
ballots. The Trump adminis-
tration had asked the justices, 
again at the center of  a politi-
cal controversy, to clear the 
way for restrictions before the 
pivotal November contests for 
control of  Congress.

Meanwhile, Donald Trump 
on Tuesday went after the Su-
preme Court, saying justices 
who opposed him were “not 
the people I interviewed.”

His social media missive was 
just the latest in a long history 
of  Trump assailing justices, 
particularly those he had nom-
inated, who ruled against him 
on his administration’s most 
prominent initiatives. 

The president has been pub-
licly furious with the Supreme 
Court over its decisions against 
restricting birthright citizen-
ship and his ability to issue 
tariffs unilaterally. 

“The Court’s inability and 
unwillingness to do the right 
thing for our Country will go 
down, in a very negative way, 

in the annals of  History,” 
Trump wrote in a lengthy so-
cial media post on Tuesday. 

“This Supreme Court is bul-
lied and cajoled by the Radical 
Left into making decisions that 
have set America back at least 
a hundred years.” Justices 
Sam Alito and Clarence Tho-
mas publicly dissented from 
the order, and Trump on Tues-
day called them “legends both.” 
Trump has nominated three of  
the justices on the Supreme 
Court — Neil Gorsuch, Amy 
Coney Barrett and Brett Ka-
vanaugh. “These are not the 
people I interviewed to serve 
on the United States Supreme 
Court, they are merely a shell 
of  their original selves,” 
Trump said. He asserted that 
the court “is costing the United 
States Trillions of  Dollars with 
shockingly bad rulings that 
are of  such magnitude that it 
won’t be easily possible for our 
Country to recover or heal.” 

The president has a lengthy 
track record of  attacking judg-
es, often very personally, who 
issue decisions that go against 
his wishes, and Trump has long 
viewed his legal appointments 
as owing loyalty to the person 
who nominated them to the 
bench. So as Barrett, Ka-
vanaugh and Gorsuch ruled 
against Trump at varying 
points over the years, the 
president has not hesitat-
ed to go after them pub-
licly, while praising 
them if  they sided with 
him in a case. Yet Rob-
erts’ court has backed 
Trump on several 
priorities, includ-
ing presidential 
immunity. AP

WASHINGTON

A federal judge has temporarily blocked a Trump administration 
rule that sought to put a cap on stays of  foreign students, journal-
ists and exchange visitors, a day before it was to come into effect. 
A Massachusetts district judge on Monday ruled that the new 
policy would probably cause “catastrophic” damage to the US 
economy and higher-education system, rejecting the govern-
ment’s claims that it was needed to protect the country.

The decision would provide some relief  to international stu-
dents in the US, including many from India.

The Trump administration rule, finalised in July, put a four-
year limit on student and exchange visitor visas, and a 240-day 
limit on journalists’ visas, barring China. Mediapersons from 
China had a 90-day limit on visas issued to them as per the now-
postponed rule. The rule, which was to come into effect from 
Tuesday, allowed students and journalists to apply for extensions, 
but approval was at the discretion of  officials at the Department 
of  Homeland Security (DHS), with no provision to appeal the 
denial of  extension. The rule would have ended the decades-old 
duration of  status system under which foreign students gener-
ally were allowed to remain in the US while pursuing their aca-
demic programmes, subject to maintaining their status.

Judge F Dennis Saylor IV has also rejected the government 
contention that the relief  being granted be limited to the plain-
tiffs and not the entire country.

The preliminary injunction halts the implementation of  the 
new rule while the case is heard in court. The plaintiffs represent 
almost 600 public and private institutions. But there are more 
than 5,000 higher-education institutions in the United States, the 
judge noted.  Limiting relief  to the parties represented would 
require maintaining parallel regulatory regimes and making 

repeated and potentially inconsistent determinations of  
whether a particular student or institution falls within 

the scope of  the order, Saylor ruled. Several organisa-
tions, primarily representing the higher education 
sector and labour unions, had moved court with a 

plea to strike down the rule. 
Harvard President Alan M Garber had called the rule 

“odd”, contrasting the four-year cap with the typical 
length of  a PhD program. “A typical PhD program usu-

ally takes at least six years, so four years is a bit odd as 
the cutoff  for the visa,” Garber said in July. PTI

PARIS

CHINA on Tuesday 
warned against turning 
outer space into a “battle-
field” and Russia said it 
must be “free from any 
weapon” after the US con-
firmed for the first time 
that it has arms deployed 
in orbit above the Earth.

Analysts said that the 
revelation by Washington 
confirmed an open secret 
but the timing of  the an-
nouncement risked exac-
erbating tensions with 
Beijing and the risk of  a 
weapons race in space. 
T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t 
marked a new stage in the 
major powers’ rush for 
military space capabili-
ties, driven by rapid tech-
nological advancements 
but lacking a comprehen-
sive legal framework.

“The US has on-orbit 
space control weapons ca-
pable of  defending the 
Joint Force against hostile 
adversary action,” a US 
Space Force spokesperson 
said in a statement that 
did not provide specifics 
on the weapons. China’s 
foreign ministry opposed 
the move, warning against 
the “weaponisation of  out-
er space, turning it into a 
battlefield, as well as an 
arms race there”.  AFP

China and 
Russia warn 
against arms 
race in space

Fuel shortage hampers 
escape of Yemenis 

fleeing renewed fighting
NAIROBI: A fuel shortage in 

Yemen is hampering the 
movement of people fleeing 

escalating fighting and seeking 
safety across the Red Sea in 

Djibouti, the UN migration agency 
said. More than 2,000 Yemenis 
are currently in Djibouti, where 

authorities and the International 
Organization for Migration are 

providing food and shelter. Nearly 
94,000 people have been 

displaced by the renewed fighting, 
which ended a ceasefire that had 

largely halted Yemen’s civil war 
since 2022. IOM regional director 
Frantz Celestin said arrivals had 

slowed because people lacked 
fuel for the dangerous crossing, 
but warned that more Yemenis 

were ready to flee.

Saudi, Egypt leaders  
urge free, secure Red Sea 

navigation in Cairo talks
CAIRO: Saudi Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman and 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 

al-Sisi called for free and secure 
navigation in the Red Sea during 

talks in Cairo on Tuesday, amid 
growing concerns over Yemen’s 

Houthis controlling the Bab 
al-Mandab Strait. The two leaders 

called for “ensuring the freedom 
and security of maritime 

navigation” through the straits of 
Hormuz and Bab al-Mandab, the 

Egyptian presidency said. Sisi also 
affirmed Egypt’s support for 

measures taken by Saudi Arabia 
“to protect its security and 

stability”. Bab al-Mandab 
disruption could hit Suez revenues 

and Saudi oil exports.

Military vehicles burn after they were targeted in al-Jawf, Yemen | AFP

Saudi warns ‘firm’ response  
as Houthi attacks intensify

SANAA

SAUDI Arabia warned on 
Tuesday it will react “firmly” 
to Yemen’s Houthis, after a se-
ries of  attacks carried out by 
the pro-Iranian rebels using 
ballistic missiles and drones 
wounded 13 civilians in the 
country’s south. The Houthis 
have been engaged in renewed 
fighting with Saudi-backed 
government forces since Yem-
en’s civil war reignit-
ed in July, when the 
group declared a 
maritime blockade 
on Riyadh and began 
targeting its ships in 
the Red Sea.

The group seized 
control of  Yemen’s Red Sea 
coast and the Bab al-Mandab 
Strait last week, which has be-
come vital as the wider US-Iran 
war chokes the Strait of  Hor-
muz, in a significant blow to 
Yemeni government forces. It 
has also targeted the oil infra-
structure of  Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s leading crude exporter, 
pushing oil prices above the 

$100 threshold.
A Houthi strike in western 

Yemen on Monday killed eight 
soldiers from government forc-
es, according to two military 
sources. The Houthis claimed a 
new “large-scale” attack using
“dozens of  ballistic missiles 
and drones” against the King 
Khalid airbase in Khamis 
Mushait, in southern Saudi 
Arabia. A Khamis Mushait res-
ident told AFP he heard “in-

tense blasts” which 
left fires burning for 
a “long time”.

“ H o n e s t l y,  w e 
couldn’t sleep at all.”

The Riyadh-led coa-
l i t ion confir med 
Tuesday there had 

been missile and drone attacks 
the previous day on Khamis 
Mushait, Abha and Taif, report-
ing 13 wounded. Riyadh re-
sponded with more than 50 
strikes, as it had the day before, 
according to the Houthis.  The 
coalition vowed “firm” action 
to protect the Kingdom’s sover-
eignty and deter the “hostile 
and extremist approach”. AFP

NATO jets down drone over Lithuania amid Russia tensions
VILNIUS

NATO fighter jets shot down a 
drone that entered Lithuanian 
airspace overnight, officials 
said Tuesday, the day after the 
head of  the alliance said 
strikes close to its territory 
would only increase its sup-
port for Ukraine in the war 
against Russia’s full-scale in-
vasion.  Military officials in 
Lithuania, a NATO member, 
said the incident marked the 
first time that a drone had been 
shot down in its airspace. Au-

thorities didn’t comment on 
the drone’s origin or purpose, 
saying further investigation 
was needed, but two senior of-
ficials said the device was like-
ly carrying explosives. 

Officials in other NATO 
countries, including Germany, 
Denmark, the United Kingdom 
and Poland, have in recent 
weeks accused Russia of  in-
volvement in acts such as 
drone incursions, sabotage, ar-
son and surveillance of  de-
fense facilities and in plans to 
use a drone carrying explo-

sives to attack an airport.
Separately, Denmark said  

on Tuesday that one of  its air 
force helicopters was fired on 
with flares as it was carrying 
out surveillance of  a Russian 
frigate in the Baltic Sea.

 Strikes close to NATO terri-
tory showed Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s “desperation 
and also his desire to sow fear 
and terror,” NATO Secretary-
General Mark Rutte said Mon-
day. He spoke after a Russian 
drone struck a railway line 
near the Ukraine-Poland bor-

der on Sunday shortly after 
senior visiting officials passed 
through. Rutte pledged to bol-
ster the 32-nation alliance’s 
own defenses along its long 
eastern border with Russia 
and with Belarus, a Russian 
ally. Ursula von der Leyen, 
head of  the European Com-
mission, said the incidents in 
Lithuania and Denmark were 
not isolated but “part of  a 
broader pattern of  Russian ag-
gression and provocation 
against Europe, testing our 
readiness and our resolve.”AP
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