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Timings

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

TUESDAY, SEP. 08

RISE 06:13 SET 18:26

RISE 03:25 SET 16:18

WEDNESDAY, SEP. 09

RISE 06:13 SET 18:26

RISE 04:23 SET 17:07

THURSDAY, SEP. 10

RISE 06:13 SET 18:25

RISE 05:18 SET 17:52
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

Days after the Motor Vehi-
cles department (MVD) is-
sued a fresh notice revising
the �ne on a modi�ed o�-
road vehicle used in �ood-
rescue operations at Aran-
mula to ₹50,000, a collec-
tive of lawyers in the Kerala
High Court on Monday
handed over the amount to
its owner for paying the
�ne.

The penalty was revised
after the Kerala High Court
examined the Transport
Commissioner’s report on
the vehicle and found six
additional lights and tyres
projecting laterally beyond
the vehicle’s body.

Advocate Arun S. Nair
handed over the money to
Amal Vidwan of Kulanada
at the o�ce of Aranmula
MLA Abin Varkey. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Mr.
Varkey reiterated his criti-
cism of the MVD, calling its
decision to penalise a vehi-
cle engaged in �ood-rescue
operations inappropriate
and insensitive to the
circumstances.

HC lawyers
step in to pay
MVD �ne on
�ood-rescue
vehicle

The Hindu Bureau

PATHANAMTHITTA

F
amily gatherings
have begun in Koz-
hikode district

ahead of the three-day ex-
tended State committee
meeting of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist)
[CPI(M)], scheduled to be
held in Kozhikode city
from September 13.

The main agenda of the
meeting, which is expect-
ed to have all the features
of a State conference, ac-
cording to sources, is to
discuss the debacle of the
Left Democratic Front and
the CPI(M) in the recent As-
sembly elections and de-
vise ways to rejuvenate the
cadre. Deliberations on the

issue have already been
completed at all levels of
the party, from the branch
level to the State
committee.

A review report brought

out recently by the Central
Committee, based on a re-
port approved by the State
committee, says that “par-
ty committee members at
all levels were asked to

speak freely and frankly,
while the leaders from the
higher committee heard
their opinions without
commenting.”

The sources say that
State committee members
from various districts and
district secretariat mem-
bers are now summing up
the party’s �nal analysis of
the results at the gather-
ings. 

Held under the aegis of
the party’s 270 local com-
mittees in the district, the
gatherings began on Sep-
tember 5 and will conclude
on September 10. Mem-
bers from families that are
fellow travellers or sym-
pathisers of the CPI(M) are
attending them. Senior
party leaders are being ho-

noured, and cultural
events are also being held.

Mass contact

Meanwhile, participants at
the State committee meet-
ing are expected to discuss
ways to strengthen mass
contact and improve the
functioning of the party
and its mass organisations.
The agenda is also expect-
ed to include the mode of
agitations against the Un-
ion government and its
policies. 

The CPI(M) has also an-
nounced plans to hold a
massive rally featuring ov-
er one lakh people at Koz-
hikode beach to mark the
culmination of the State
committee meeting on
September 15.

Family gatherings begin in Kozhikode
ahead of CPI(M)’s State conference 

A board announcing a massive rally planned by the Communist

Party of India (Marxist) in Kozhikode to mark the culmination of the

party State committee meeting on September 15. K. RAGESH

Main agenda of meeting, to be held from September 13, is to discuss the debacle of LDF and CPI(M) in Assembly polls

and devise ways to rejuvenate cadre. Deliberations on the issue have already been completed at all levels of the party

The Hindu Bureau

KOZHIKODE

The Alappuzha Juvenile
Justice Board on Monday
permitted the police to
take three minors accused
in the Karuvatta murder
case into custody for evi-
dence collection.

Considering a petition
in this regard, the board re-
jected the argument that
the Juvenile Justice (Care

and Protection of Chil-
dren) Act does not permit
such custody and allowed
the police to take the three
boys into custody in con-
nection with the
investigation.

The order is expected to
aid the investigation into
the murder of a senior citi-
zen who was found dead at
his rented house in Karu-
vatta near Haripad on Au-
gust 16. Four minors, in-

cluding the victim’s
13-year-old granddaughter,
are accused in the case.
The three boys, aged bet-
ween 16 and 17, are sus-
pected of carrying out the
murder.

The prosecution argued
that while Section 10 of the
Juvenile Justice Act prohi-
bits placing a child in a pol-
ice lock-up or jail, the pro-
vision does not bar the
Juvenile Justice Board from

permitting custody for the
purpose of collecting evi-
dence. It sought custody
under the applicable crimi-
nal procedure provisions,
submitting that investiga-
tors needed to recover ma-
terial evidence and esta-
blish the sequence of
events.

The prosecution also
pointed out that the case
had no eyewitnesses and
that the alleged murder

took place inside a locked
house at night, with mi-
nors being the only ac-
cused. Taking the accused
to relevant locations for
evidence collection was
therefore necessary to pre-
vent the investigation from
being hampered, it
submitted.

The latest order follows
an earlier attempt by the
police to question the
three boys. 

Karuvatta murder: police get custody of three minors 
The Hindu Bureau

ALAPPUZHA

The Malankara Orthodox
church on Monday urged
the State government to
address the concerns of re-
sidents of the high-range
areas of Pathanamthitta
district regarding the se-
venth draft noti�cation on
ecologically sensitive areas
(ESA) in the Western
Ghats.

In a statement, Malanka-
ra Association secretary Bi-
ju Oommen said the go-
vernment should
intervene to ensure that in-

habited areas and agricul-
tural land were excluded
from the ESA and that its li-
mits were con�ned to for-
est areas. He also called for
a balanced approach that
protected the environment
without compromising the
livelihood security of high-
range communities.

He also sought the ex-
clusion of farms, planta-
tions, places of worship,
educational institutions,
hospitals and commercial
establishments from the �-
nal noti�cation. Public
hearings should be held in
a�ected areas..., he said.

Exclude inhabited
areas from ESA, says 
Orthodox Church 
The Hindu Bureau
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