
KANPUR: A section of the Ganga
Expressway damaged after
heavy rain in Unnao on Monday
has been repaired, with the road
operator saying there were no
issues at the affected stretch on
Tuesday. 

Adani road transport, which
maintains the expressway, said
teams were sent to km 421 in
Dahi, Unnao, after the damage
was reported. Project manager
RK Mishra said repairs were

completed without affecting
traffic and the expressway
remained open throughout.
“We are keeping a close watch
on stretches that could be
affected by rain,” Mishra said.

The 594-km Ganga Express-
way connects Meerut with Pray-
agraj and passes through 12 dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh. It has
faced scrutiny after rain-related
damage was reported on parts
of the road.                                           HTC
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LUCKNOW: The All India Stu-
dents’ Association (AISA) on
Tuesday announced the ‘GEN-Z
Mahajutan Yatra’ across Uttar
Pradesh as part of its ‘GenZ Ris-
ing’ campaign to unite students
and youth around issues of edu-
cation reforms, entrance exam
policies, and unemployment.

The proposed yatra will start

from Prayagraj on September 9,
followed by Rae Bareli on Sep-
tember 10, Varanasi on Septem-
ber 12, Azamgarh on September
13, Gorakhpur on September 14,
Lucknow on September 17 and
Meerut on September 18. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the UP Press Club here,
AISA leaders said the yatra
will be led by their president
Neha and state  chief
Manish. Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity Students’ Union (JNUSU)
president Aditi and joint secre-
tary Danish will also join the
yatra at select locations, they
added.

On June 12, students gathered
at Eco Garden in Lucknow
against paper leaks and exam
irregularities. On July 25, similar
protests erupted in Prayagraj,
Lucknow, Jhansi, Saharanpur
and other districts with
demands for fair exams and
accountability, Manish said.

“The GEN-Z Mahajutan Yatra
is an attempt to carry the Jantar
Mantar momentum forward
across UP,” said AISA secretary
Prasenjit Kumar.

AISA’s ‘Gen Z Mahajutan 
Yatra’ from September 9
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LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh
Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) is
likely to widen its investigation
into the alleged Jaish-e-Moham-
med (JeM) links of a 24-year-old
Bihar resident by tracing the
flow of funds, identifying his
Pakistan-based handlers and
examining whether he was part
of a larger terror-funding and
radicalisation network, senior
ATS officials said on Tuesday.

Mohammad Zafar, a resident
of Purnia district in Bihar, was
arrested from Meerut by the UP
ATS on Sunday. According to a
press note issued by the agency,
Zafar allegedly collected dona-
tions in the name of a madrasa
and attempted to send money to
Pakistan-based handlers for
activities linked to jihad in India.

The ATS alleged that Zafar
established contact with sus-
pected Pakistani operatives and
transferred money several times
in the form of USDT through
Binance. Investigators are now
expected to reconstruct the
financial trail, from the source of
the donations and identities of

contributors to the digital wal-
lets and accounts through which
the money was allegedly routed.

A senior ATS official said the
cryptocurrency transactions are
likely to form a key component
of the investigation. The ATS
may examine Zafar’s Binance
account and associated wallet
addresses to determine the ulti-
mate beneficiaries. Investigators
are also likely to scrutinise an
alleged failed attempt to transfer
money to a Pakistan bank.

He said the agency is likely to
identify and question the Paki-
stan-based contacts found on
Zafar’s phone. The ATS official
said several Pakistan-based
jihadist WhatsApp groups were
found on his device and alleged
that he came into contact with a
Pakistani handler after joining a
JeM-related jihadist group.

Investigators are likely to
examine the digital trail to estab-
lish how Zafar was recruited,
who directed him and whether
he was acting independently or
under instructions from han-
dlers operating from Pakistan.
His social media activity and
electronic devices will also be
scrutinised.

JeM-linked arrest: ATS 
to probe terror funding 
trail, Pak contacts
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LUCKNOW: The state capital’s
battle against urban flooding
faced another test on Tuesday,
with heavy rain leaving roads
and neighbourhoods water-
logged despite a ₹463-crore
drainage and flood-management
push announced by the civic
body just two months ago.

Waterlogging was reported
from Jankipuram, Faizullaganj,
Ashiana sectors I, J and M,
Mawaiyya, Alambagh and Gomti
Nagar Extension. Several locali-
ties, including Jopling Road,
Mahanagar, Indira Nagar Sector
C and Gokhale Marg, also wit-
nessed water accumulation.

Traffic was disrupted on key
stretches around Charbagh,
Hussainganj, Vidhan Bhavan
and Alambagh Bus Station.

Congress corporator Mukesh
Singh Chauhan said the LMC
had announced an overall drain-
age and urban flood-manage-
ment push of around ₹463 crore
in June, including new and
upgraded drains, expansion of
the storm-water network and
additional pumping infrastruc-
ture. “Of this, ₹300 crore was
earmarked under the Urban
Flood and Storm Water Scheme
for vulnerable areas,” he said.

Another ₹58.15 crore was allo-
cated for construction and
improvement of 63 drains. As of
the June review, 36 drains had
reportedly been completed and
work on the remaining projects
was underway.

The civic body has also
planned to strengthen pumping
infrastructure. Nearly ₹10 crore
has been spent or earmarked for
the work, including a new
pumping station near the zoo
and a pump at Mallahi Tola.

Seven more pumping stations,
estimated to cost around ₹56
crore, had been approved, with
tenders under process during
the June assessment. The LMC’s
2026-27 budget also provides ₹15
crore for drain cleaning and ₹5
crore for operation and mainte-
nance of flood-pumping stations.

Municipal commissioner
Gaurav Kumar said the civic
body was working to increase
the water-carrying capacity of
drains, improve their connectiv-
ity with the wider storm-water
network, remove encroach-
ments and silt, address outfalls
and ensure timely pumping.
“Water receded in most areas
within an hour,” attributing this
to steps taken by the LMC,
Kumar said.

{ IN LUCKNOW }

SHOWERS TEST 
₹463-CR DRAINAGE 
PLAN AS 
WATERLOGGING 
REIGNS
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LUCKNOW: With heavy rainfall
forecast to persist across Uttar
Pradesh, the India meteorologi-
cal department (IMD) has placed
multiple districts under red,
orange, and yellow alerts. This
spell of weather follows a wel-
come boost in monsoon activity,
which has successfully pulled
the state’s seasonal rain deficit
into the ‘normal’ category at 17%
as of Tuesday morning. Along-
side this, IMD also predicted
scattered heavy rainfall across
the state through August 23.

According to IMD, the west-
ern end of the monsoon trough
has shifted north of its normal
position towards the Himalayan
foothills, running from Shahja-
hanpur and Varanasi through
concentrated low-pressure areas
in Jharkhand and on to the
North-East Bay of Bengal via
Digha. This has resulted in active
conditions across the state for
the next two days.

Subsequently, the IMD has
issued a red alert for Wednesday,
indicating a high probability of
heavy rainfall in nine districts:
Banda, Chitrakoot, Kaushambi,
Prayagraj, Sonbhadra, Mirzapur,
Chandauli, Sant Ravidas Nagar,
Mahoba and surrounding areas.

An orange alert has been
issued for Fatehpur, Pratapgarh,
Varanasi, Jaunpur, Hamirpur,
Lalitpur and surrounding areas,
signalling a high probability of
heavy rainfall. A yellow alert for
heavy rainfall has been issued
for 11 districts: Ghazipur, Azam-
garh, Kannauj, Kanpur Dehat,
Kanpur Nagar, Unnao, Rae
Bareli, Amethi, Sultanpur,

Auraiya, Jalaun, Jhansi and their
surrounding regions.

UP’s seasonal rainfall has
improved, dragging the state’s
overall deficit into the “normal”
category. The deficit plummeted
from 22% on Sunday to 17% by
Tuesday morning, according to
data from the Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre, Lucknow.

In the last 24 hours, the aver-
age rainfall recorded across the
state was 19.5 mm. Bijnor

recorded the heaviest rainfall at
118.6 mm, followed by Sambhal
(102.2 mm), Prayagraj (73.4 mm)
and Moradabad (66.6 mm).

Seven meteorological observ-
atories in UP recorded extremely
heavy rainfall in the last 24
hours: Meja (Prayagraj) received
192 mm; Dhampur (Bijnor), 162
mm; Gunnaur (Sambhal), 150
mm; Koraon (Prayagraj), 126
mm; Ghorawal (Sonbhadra), 123
mm; Bijnor, 146 mm; and Nagina

(Bijnor), 140 mm.
Other observatories also

recorded significant rainfall:
Chhatnaag (Prayagraj) 115 mm,
Aliganj (Etah) 100 mm, Bilari
(Moradabad) 97.4 mm, Phapha-
mau (Prayagraj) 96.8 mm,
Sahaswan (Budaun) 91 mm,
Sambhal 91 mm, Karwi (Chitrak-
oot) 92 mm, Khurja (Buland-
shahr) 85.4 mm, Thakurdwara
(Moradabad) 84 mm, Rajapur
(Chitrakoot) 81 mm, Lalganj-

Aara (Pratapgarh) 80 mm, Sha-
habad (Rampur) 77.3 mm, Chhi-
bramau (Kannauj) 77.6 mm,
Chandpur (Bijnor) 73 mm, Naji-
babad (Bijnor) 72 mm, Sahawar
(Kasganj) 72 mm, Bhinga (Shrav-
asti) 70 mm, Kanth (Moradabad)
70 mm, Prayagraj 69.7 mm,
Fatehpur 67.4 mm, Karchhana
(Prayagraj) 66 mm, Fursatganj
(Amethi) 66 mm, Bilaspur (Ram-
pur) 66 mm, and Chandausi
(Sambhal) 65.5 mm.

UP monsoon activity picks up, red 
alert issued for multiple districts
37 UP districts still face 
rain deficit, 29 districts 
experience normal 
rainfall, and only nine 
districts record excess to 
large excess rain 
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LUCKNOW: A rise in the
water level of various rivers
has flooded 173 villages in 13
districts of UP, affecting
84,362 people and inundat-
ing 13,058 hectares of agri-
cultural land, according to
the UP relief commissioner
office’s data.

The flood-affected districts
include Badaun, Bahraich,
Ballia, Barabanki, Bijnor,
Farrukhabad, Gautam
Buddh Nagar, Gonda, Kas-
ganj, Lakhimpur Kheri,
Muzaffarnagar, Sitapur and
Unnao. 

The Ghaghra was flowing
above the danger mark near
the Elgin Bridge in Bara-
banki. The Ganga was flow-
ing near the danger mark in
Badaun and Farrukhabad
districts. 

The Sharda was at the
danger mark in Lakhimpur
Kheri, while the Ghaghra
was flowing near it in Shrav-
asti, Ayodhya and Ballia. An
alert has been sounded after
an increase in the water level
of the rivers in Garhmuk-
teshwar, Badaun, Farrukha-
bad, Kanpur Nagar, Bara-
banki, Ayodhya, Ballia and
Kushinagar districts.

Relief commissioner, UP,
Hrishikesh Bhaskar Yashod
on Tuesday conducted a
detailed review of relief and
rescue operations being car-
ried out in the flood-affected
areas of the state. 

He directed the DMs to
evacuate people living in
flood-affected areas to flood
relief camps or other safer
places as needed and ensure
the availability of food, medi-
cal care and essential relief
materials to affected families.

All flood posts should be
kept fully operational and
water level of rivers and
flood situation should be
continuously monitored. The
safety of people and property
should be given top priority
by ensuring adequate boats,
motorboats, rescue teams
and other necessary resour-
ces in the flood-affected
areas, Yashod said.

Rivers in spate flood 173 villages 

PRAYAGRAJ: The Allahabad
high court on Tuesday took
suo motu cognisance of the
severe waterlogging in Pray-
agraj, as a result of a heavy
downpour, noting that the
civic failure has caused delay
in judges reaching court. 

The court has directed the
DM and the municipal com-
missioner of Prayagraj to
appear in court and explain
“why measures were not
taken in advance to ensure
that the city, particularly the
low-lying areas, do not get
waterlogged” during the

rainy season.
The bench comprising jus-

tice Ajit Kumar and justice
Garima Prashad initiated
suo moto proceedings after
the city got ‘waterlogged due
to incessant rain’, causing
difficulties to judges in reach-
ing court.

The court has also asked
the secretary of urban devel-
opment and planning to file a
personal affidavit by August
20, clarifying the plans
approved for ensuring that
the city does not get water-
logged. HTC

Waterlogging: High court hauls 
up Prayagraj civic bosses

An aerial view of waterlogged residential areas in Prayagraj PTI

People sit on a wooden 
platform beneath a 
temporary shelter near the 
Sangam on Tuesday PTI
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