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A Delhi court on Friday
granted default bail to U.S.
national Matthew Aaron
Van Dyke, who was arrest-
ed in March in connection
with an alleged cross-bor-
der conspiracy involving
ethnic armed groups in
Myanmar. The court noted
that the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) did not
�le a chargesheet covering
the alleged terror o�ences
within the mandatory 180-
day period.

Special Judge Prashant
Sharma of the Rouse Ave-
nue Courts allowed Mr.
Dyke’s bail application af-
ter noting that the char-
gesheet �led by the NIA on
September 8, the last day
of the statutory deadline,
invoked only “piecemeal”
charges of Sections 21 and

23 of the Immigration and
Foreigners Act, which can
be settled at the level of the
Foreigners Regional Regis-
tration O�ce, rather than
the more serious Section 18
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA)
under which Mr. Dyke was
originally booked. 

Section 21 addresses

punishment for entering
India without valid entry
documents while Section
23 covers general contra-
ventions, including over-
staying a visa and violating
visa conditions. 

The court said the inves-
tigating agency cannot use
an incomplete chargesheet
to sidestep the default bail
provision under Section
187(3) of the Bharatiya Na-
garik Suraksha Sanhita.

Conditions imposed
Granting him release, the
court also directed Mr.
Dyke to furnish a personal
bond and surety bond of ₹1
lakh each, subject to condi-
tions including that he re-
main within Delhi and not
leave without the court’s
permission.

It also asked him to re-
frain from in�uencing wit-
nesses or tampering with

evidence, keep the Investi-
gating O�cer informed of
his address, maintain an
active phone number and
remain available for furth-
er questioning whenever
required.

Relief for 6 Ukrainians
The order also noted that
the same reasoning ex-
tends to the six co-accused
in the case, all Ukrainian
nationals, who remain in
judicial custody, and di-
rected that copies of the or-
der be sent to them so they
may pursue their own de-
fault bail applications.

Mr. Dyke was arrested
by the NIA on March 13 at
the Kolkata airport. The six
Ukrainian nationals were
arrested at airports in Del-
hi and Lucknow.

According to the probe
agency, the seven accused
entered India on tourist vi-

sas and travelled to the
north-eastern region with-
out obtaining the manda-
tory permits. The NIA also
alleged that they subse-
quently crossed illegally
from Mizoram into Myan-
mar, where they were in-
volved in training ethnic
armed organisations.

The Central agency had
initially invoked provisions
of the UAPA, including
those relating to conspira-
cy, as part of its investiga-
tion into the alleged cross-
border network.

During earlier hearings,
the agency told the court
that the accused had made
signi�cant disclosures
while in custody about the
alleged conspiracy. It also
claimed that the seven ac-
cused were involved in as-
sembling equipment and
had targeted a passenger
aircraft in Myanmar.

Bail for U.S. national as NIA misses chargesheet deadline
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The NIA invoked just ‘piecemeal’

charges against Matthew Aaron

Van Dyke instead of UAPA, under

which he was initially booked,

said the court. FILE PHOTO 

Koli, acquitted 
in Nithari killings
case, found dead

NEW DELHI

Barely a year after he was

acquitted in all 13 cases

related to the sensational

Nithari killings, Surendra Koli,

the man at the centre of the

cases, was found dead in

Haridwar, the police said on

Friday. » Page 8

2 more women
die in Rajasthan
after C-sections

JAIPUR

Two women who underwent

caesarean sections at a

government hospital in Bundi

died at separate private

hospitals in Kota earlier this

week. Bundi Collector

Harphool Singh Yadav has

sought a report on the

incident. » Page 4

IN BRIEF
�

SIR IN WEST BENGAL 

Over 37 lakh appeals
pending in tribunals
NEWS » PAGE 8

FCRA BILL 

JPC members �ag 
asset takeover clause
NEWS » PAGE 9

ASIAN GAMES

India crushes Japan,
enters the semi�nals
SPORT » PAGE 13

COUNTERFEIT DRUG TRAIL

A dangerous 
dose of deception
A farmhouse raid in
Karnataka leads police
to a wider network 

GROUND ZERO » PAGE 7

MARATHI FILM

Gondhal
is India’s
o�cial entry 
to Oscars

NEWS » PAGE 10

O
ver the past de-
cade, India has
complied with U.S.

pressure to reduce oil im-
ports from countries it has
sought to isolate, such as
Venezuela, Iran, and Rus-
sia, even though they were
important sources. Once
the U.S. pressure eased, of-
�cial data show that India
immediately turned back
to these sources of oil.

The Ministry of External
A�airs on Thursday issued
a strong statement assert-
ing India’s strategic inde-
pendence in sourcing ener-
gy against the backdrop of
a U.S. Bill that proposes ta-
ri�s of up to 100% on India
for importing Russian oil.

The Ministry spokesper-
son said on Friday that

“energy sourcing is based
on national interest” and
that India continues “to
buy energy from diversi-
�ed sources”. “As stated,
we have already conveyed,
at senior levels of the U.S.
administration, the impli-
cations that the legislation
could have on India’s ener-

gy security, for the interna-
tional energy markets, and
the overall bilateral part-
nership,” the spokesper-
son said. 

The Ministry said that in
its communications with
the U.S. the Indian side
“made clear its determina-
tion to take all measures to

protect its trade and eco-
nomic interests”.

Data show that protect-
ing “trade and economic”
interests has, in the past,
coincided closely with the
U.S. sanctions and tari�
programme. Russia’s share
in India’s oil imports was
around 30-40% between
July 2024 and July 2025 but
fell to 19.3% by February
2026 when the U.S. hiked
tari�s to 50%. After the
U.S. Supreme Court struck
down the tari�s in Febru-
ary, India’s oil imports
from Russia increased,
touching 51% this July. The
share of Venezuelan crude
fell from 6.7% in 2017-18 to
zero by 2021-22, and that of
Iranian oil plummeted
from one-tenth to nil by
2020-21.

Data suggest Indian oil
buys fall after U.S. curbs
The government says energy sourcing is based on ‘national interest’, but India slashed imports

from Venezuela, Iran, and Russia following U.S. pressure, and resumed sourcing after curbs eased

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan 
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI
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Hours after her candidate
withdrew from the Nandi-
gram bypoll race, former
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said on
Friday that her party
would support the Con-
gress nominee, Milan Prad-
han, in the bypoll, even as
the police arrested him in
connection with an old
case.

The development fol-
lows the Election Commis-
sion allotting new names
and symbols to the two fac-
tions of the Trinamool
Congress led by Ms. Baner-
jee and Ritabrata Banerjee,
who is the Leader of the
Opposition in the West
Bengal Assembly.

While the Mamata fac-
tion will be called the Ma-
mata All India Trinamool
Congress with “football
player” as its symbol, the
Ritabrata group was allot-
ted the name Democratic
Trinamool Congress and

the symbol “envelope”. In
an interim order issued on
Thursday night, the poll
body barred both factions
from using the original par-
ty name, the All India Tri-
namool Congress and its
‘Jora Ghas Phul’ (two �ow-
ers with grass) symbol for
the coming bypolls.

Ms. Banerjee called the
decision to freeze the party
name and symbol a “black
day for Indian democracy”
and said she would “�ght it
out” and emerge stronger.
Congress leaders, includ-
ing Rahul Gandhi, have
come in support of her ov-

er the poll body’s order.
Reacting to the order,

Mr. Ritabrata said: “It is a
�ght between an indivi-
dual cult and a collective.
We are a collective. The in-
dividual cult is resting on
an individual and chose
such a name, while we
have upheld the collective
and the values of democra-
cy, nationalism and
secularism.”

Ms. Banerjee decided to
back the Congress candi-
date after Sanchita Prad-
han (Dey) withdrew her
nomination following a
meeting with BJP leader
and Chief Minister Suven-
du Adhikari. Ms. Banerjee
is also supporting the Con-
gress in the Nagaon Lok
Sabha bypoll in Assam.

The bypoll in Nandi-
gram is being held because
Mr. Adhikari relinquished
the seat after getting elect-
ed from Bhabanipur and
Nandigram in the polls.

Mamata-backed Congress
nominee held in Nandigram 

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Mamata Banerjee 
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A vehicle bomb exploded
on Friday at a mosque near
police o�ces in northwest-
ern Pakistan as gunmen
tried to storm the com-
pound in an attack that
killed at least 21 people and
wounded 80 others, police
and rescue o�cials said.
Among those killed and
wounded were police o�c-
ers attending prayers at the
mosque.

The bombing occurred
in Kohat, a district in Khyb-
er Pakhtunkhwa. An at-
tacker apparently rammed
an explosives-laden vehicle
into the mosque, said Zul�-
qar Hameed, the provin-
cial police chief.

At least seven gunmen
also attempted to enter the
police compound and ex-
changed �re with o�cers.
Six of the gunmen were

killed, according to police,
who said one suicide bom-
ber attacked the nearby of-
�ce of an intelligence
agency.

The police compound
housed counter-terrorism
police, who had carried
out operations against mili-
tants across the province
in recent years.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif condemned the at-
tack and expressed sorrow
over the casualties. He di-
rected authorities to accel-
erate rescue operations. 

Photos showed the out-
er wall of the police o�ces
had collapsed and the mos-
que was badly damaged.
Smoke rose over the site af-
ter the blast, which wit-
nesses and residents said
was heard far away, fol-
lowed by gun�re. 

21 killed in bomb blast at mosque near Pakistan police o�ces
Associated Press
PESHAWAR

People gather at a mosque damaged in a suicide attack in Kohat district of Pakistan on Friday. REUTERS

CONTINUED ON 
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The Centre told the Su-
preme Court on Friday
that a switch to computer-
based testing for NEET-UG
2027 remains under “ac-
tive consideration”, with
the Nandan Nilekani-led
task force, set up to recom-
mend technological re-
forms for the National Test-
ing Agency, expected to
submit its report by Sep-
tember-end. The court di-
rected the task force to �le
an a�davit and questioned
when reforms would be
implemented.

‘Shift to CBT
for NEET-UG
under active
consideration’ 

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

FULL REPORT ON 

» PAGE 10

Nepal’s reconstruction
plans post-�oods and the
“reset” of India-Nepal ties
with the newly elected go-
vernment were at the top
of the agenda as External
A�airs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar met Nepal’s Finance
Minister Swarnim Wagle
here on Friday, as both
sides prepare for a visit by
Nepal Prime Minister Ba-
len Shah to New Delhi later
this year.

Mr. Jaishankar said he
o�ered his deep condo-
lences to Mr. Wagle over
the recent �ash �oods.
“Discussed ways to streng-
then our overall coopera-
tion, especially in econom-
ic, energy and connectivity
domains,” he added in a
social media post where he
tagged the government’s
“Neighbourhood First”
slogan.

Mr. Wagle’s visit to New
Delhi follows a visit by Ne-
pal Foreign Minister Shish-
ir Khanal in June, as part of
a call by ruling Rashtriya
Swatantra Party (RSP)
chairman Rabi Lamich-
hane for a “reset” in ties
between New Delhi and
Kathmandu, troubled over
the past few years on both
boundary disputes and
economic issues. 

Multilateral support
Mr. Wagle met Mr. Jaishan-
kar a day after meeting Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday,
during which India com-
mitted to continuing sup-
port for Nepal’s recovery
e�orts after the �oods. Ac-
cording to o�cials, the en-
tire reconstruction re-
quired after the �oods on
August 26, which have left
more than 1,400 dead and
more than 6,000 missing,

will top $5 billion. 
Nepal will be making an

appeal for multilateral sup-
port at the UN General As-
sembly next week in New
York, as Mr. Shah is expect-
ed to make his �rst interna-
tional speech. Mr. Wagle is
in Delhi on his �rst visit
abroad since he took o�ce
and will travel soon to Do-
ha for a meeting of the
Board of the China-led
Asian Infrastructure In-
vestment Bank (AIIB) and
to the IMF and World Bank
meetings in Bangkok. 

In a readout, the Fi-
nance Ministry said Mr.
Wagle had thanked India
for its assistance after the
�oods on the Trishuli river
that over�owed in areas on
both sides of the Nepal-
China border and des-
troyed a major Chinese
border crossing at Rasuwa.
They also discussed
the strengthening of bilat-
eral economic ties and “in-
itiatives to enhance con-
nectivity for deepening of
trade, investments and pe-
ople-to-people exchang-
es”. Nepal wants to explore
connectivity in road and
rail, but o�cials have said
they are keen to resolve the
long-pending issue of over-
�ight for �ights to Nepali
airports.

India, Nepal discuss
post-�ood recovery, 
reset in bilateral ties

S. Jaishankar greets Nepal

Finance Minister Swarnim

Wagle in New Delhi. ANI

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI
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C
oming at a time when
society is increasing-
ly seduced by the

idea of instant, extra-judi-
cial justice, Meghna Gul-
zar’s Daayra takes a diag-
nostic look at the rot
within the body politic
where ‘encounters’ are
routinely packaged and
sold as desperate acts of
self-defence, and a frustrat-
ed public gleefully buys it
for the wheel of justice is
excruciatingly slow.

Heavily informed by the
details and fallout of the
2019 Hyderabad case, the
�lm takes away the sensa-
tionalised, high-octane
tropes synonymous with
Bollywood police procedu-
rals that have long normal-
ised law enforcement o�c-
ers becoming a law unto
themselves.

Following the brutal as-
sault on a young girl, DCP
Raman Kumar (Prithviraj
Sukumaran) delivers im-
mediate, lethal retribution
to the suspects under the
guise of an ‘encounter’, ig-
niting public euphoria. Ho-
wever, when the Human
Rights Commission takes
note, the State launches an
internal investigation led
by the DCP Ajooni Kohli
(Kareena Kapoor Khan).

The setup frames the
central moral conundrum
between the slow wheels
of institutional justice and
the immediate catharsis of
uniformed vigilantism. By
juxtaposing the e�ciency
of Raman’s methods
against Ajooni’s allegiance
to the book, Meghna refus-
es easy moral absolutes, in-
stead probing the terrify-
ing grey area where the
line between justice and
vengeance blurs.

Structurally, Meghna,
who knows how to walk
the Talvar’s edge between
objective reportage and ci-
nematic drama, adopts the
clinical neutrality of a

news report, meticulously
presenting competing
viewpoints with near-jour-
nalistic detachment. Early
in the narrative, she syste-
matically details the �aws
within the machinery of
justice, pointing out how
privileged lawbreakers re-
ceive premium treatment
while safely behind bars.
Though the narrative even-
tually stays on the surface
of the guilt of the accused
youngsters, the writers
(Meghna along with Sima
Agarwal and Yash Keswa-
ni) use the scene where a
police o�cer serves avoca-
do toast to an inmate hav-
ing spa treatment in a cell
to draw a link with a deeply
disturbing truth where the
public and the police are
far quicker to demand and
execute instant justice
when the accused lack so-
cial capital, wealth, or legal
resources. She methodical-
ly checks how petty juris-
dictional disputes and ste-
reotypes about young
working women lead to de-
liberate delays in police
response and how the ex-
pansion of isolated ex-
pressways with moody

CCTV networks has left
vulnerable scooterists ex-
posed to roadside crime.

Most critically, drawing
links with the juvenile of-
fender in the Nirbhaya
case, she confronts the
fault lines in the juvenile
justice system at a time
when minors are increas-
ingly found complicit in
heinous crimes.

Yet, despite this guise of
a balanced, objective lens,
the narrative subtly tips to-
ward Raman, giving the
impression that it is soft-
pedaling the biases it sets
out to critique. By granting
Raman’s deep frustration
the heavier share of dra-
matic momentum and af-
fective resonance, the �lm
quietly validates the fury
behind his lawless cru-
sade, even as it pretends to
document it merely. Megh-
na hints at the mental in-
stability of the main ac-
cused but then skims it,
inadvertently creating a
blind spot in its own
debate.

As for the craft, the tight
�rst hour moves with the
clinical e�ciency to build
an airtight case for its ideo-

logical con�ict. However,
the editorial pacing stum-
bles in the second half,
making the climax feel
more like an over-deliber-
ated deposition.

The screenplay’s
grounded realism su�ers
when the writing loses
faith in its own imagery,
and the characters begin
clumsily spelling out the
subtext. Kareena’s un-
usually relaxed, detached
demeanour comes across
as less like a calculated
character choice and more
like a narrative void. At one
point, it seems Geet joined
the vigilance department
after Jab We Met. In an at-
tempt to subvert the ag-
gressive, loud Bollywood
lady-cop stereotype, the
screenplay swings too far
in the opposite direction,
stripping Ajooni of clear in-
ternal con�ict and urgen-
cy. 

It is telling that Prithviraj
and Jitendra Joshi get the
meat of the dialogues, leav-
ing Kareena with little room
to push back structurally.
While Prithviraj delivers his
lines with a terrifying, low-
register conviction, Karee-
na is left defensively quot-
ing protocol. Ultimately,
Daayra may not completely
redraw the circle of public
conscience, but it possesses
more than enough friction
to nudge a broken system
and a reactionary public to
stop, look within, and take
note.

Daayra is currently run-
ning in theatres.

Prithviraj Sukumaran in ‘Daayra’. PEN MOVIES/YOUTUBE 

Anuj Kumar

A gritty examination of the cost of instant retribution, police procedural, anchored by Prithviraj and

Kareena Kapoor Khan, probes the grey area where the line between justice and vengeance blurs

Meghna Gulzar challenges
circle of public conscience

Daayra (Hindi)
Director: Meghna Gulzar
Duration: 143 minutes
Cast: Prithviraj Sukumaran, Kareena Kapoor Khan,
Jitendra Joshi, Kshitee Jog, Kanwaljeet Singh
Synopsis: When a controversial police encounter
eliminates four heinous crime suspects, a strict
vigilance o�icer is tasked with probing the incident.

T
here’s comfort in let-
ting Kunal Kemmu
be Kunal Kemmu.

His animated bu�oonery
has shaped itself over the
years whether it is the mix
of his �irty bad-boyish ex-
cesses in Dhol and Go Goa
Gone, the no-brainer antics
of the Golmaal �lms or the
recent touch of innocence
that came spilling through
Net�ix’s Single Papa. Kem-
mu invokes it all in his so-
phomore directorial Vibe,
playing a serial tripper,
Hardik, who feels like an
updated version of his past
comedic characters, al-
ways having a one-line up
his sleeve, as he painfully
navigates through unex-
pected situations with his
instinctive comic timing.
However, none of it proves
enough for Vibe as Kunal
Kemmu (the writer-direc-
tor), relies far too much on
the spontaneity of Kunal
Kemmu (the actor), forget-
ting the propulsive riches
of his debut, Madgaon Ex-
press, where the comedy
progressed beat-by-beat in-
to a hilarious outing. As it
goes, he struggles to match
his own vibe the second
time around.

The troubles start show-
ing up early on as the
screenplay hastily switches
between characters and
plot lines. One of them be-
gins with Bhagirath
(Sparsh Srivastava), a hus-
tler working at a software
company where he traps
his boss into employing
Hardik, his good-for-noth-
ing, stoner best-buddy
from school. Meanwhile, a
terror attack is being
planned at an undisclosed
location and its input is
gathered by an intelligence
agency headed by Madam
H (Preity Zinta). Hardik is
caught in the midst and
along with Bhagirath, the
two are pulled into a dead-
ly web of conspiracy.

It is di�cult to really sit-
uate Hardik’s humanity in
the story as Kemmu’s writ-

ing never lets him follow
one characteristic. The
tone keeps shifting as Har-
dik immodestly �irts with
an o�ce intern Kareena
(Vanshika Dhar), often im-
posing his liking with bor-
derline creepiness, like
how during a song se-
quence Hardik bends over
in the elevator to sni� Ka-
reena’s fragrance and the
moment plays over with a
cutesy pretence. Earlier,
Bhagirath warns him, men-
tioning the company’s
stricter sexual harassment
policies. The casual nature
of these sequences is trou-
bling for how later Hardik
is made out to be an inno-
cent lover boy as he plans a
dreamy date for Kareena in
a planetarium. She enjoys
it and hugs him before
leaving, which again brings
out the ‘bad boy’ as he
squeezes into her for a mo-
ment. Kemmu treats Har-
dik with a strange ambigui-
ty, often normalising his
ill-manners under the garb
of humour. The �lm rises
from the discomforting na-
ture of these easy-laughs

and tries to be an action-
comedy, as Bhagirath and
Hardik become unlikely
leads to stop a terror at-
tack. Much of these se-
quences in the second half
play without invention and
Kemmu doesn’t go all out
with his comedy like he did
in Madgaon Express. In
comparison, the surprises
here aren’t too many as
Kemmu doesn’t pick up a
spoofy style that would
have worked well with the
rest of the quirkiness, seen
earlier this year in Vir Das’
inconsistent but snacky
spy-comedy, Happy Patel.

Das instilled a distinct-
ness to Mona Singh in the
�lm, making her play a me-
nacing gangster with a
touch of eccentricity.
There was a chance to do
that and more with Preity
Zinta’s in Vibe but her cha-
racter is written without
�air; she doesn’t rise
beyond her bossy out-
comes as the actor too
stays within familiar ter-
rains with her perfor-
mance. Sparsh is not re-
vealing either as he tries to

add some jest to an un-
derwritten character while
Yashpal Sharma and Di-
nesh Lal Yadav are practi-
cally wasted as the two as-
sociates of Madam H.

The focus stays perenial-
ly on Hardik, and Kemmu
is capable of livening mo-
ments even when the writ-
ing doesn’t o�er as much
support. He remains
watchable with his inimita-
ble, buoyant voice, right
from the �rst time it is
heard before the opening
credits through the brand
logos and special thanks
section. “The movie is
about to start,” he says
while mildly roasting the
practise. There’s great pro-
mise of a self-aware, chirpy
�ick even before the �rst
frame comes up. But Kem-
mu withdraws from the
path and chooses another,
longer and laborious one
instead, where he is the
center of his own world,
sagging beneath his own
image, as he dei�es himself
with an introductory slow-
mo sequence over
pumped up music, follow-
ing that up with another si-
milar moment of superstar
machismo in the climax.

Where’s the goofy Kunal
Kemmu? Where’s the ‘Josh
hai to hausle hai, chidiya
hai to ghosle hai...’ rigour
from Golmaal 3? The so-
phomore spark �zzles out
soon. Here’s hoping that
the third time’s a charm.

Vibe is currently running
in theatres.

Sparsh Srivastava and Kunal Kemmu in ‘Vibe’. AMAZON MGM STUDIOS 

Shreyas Pande

Back after the ‘Madgaon Express’, Kemmu goes all out for laughs and comes back with a broken

nose, injured neck and a laborious sophomore feature that gets lost under its own idiosyncracies

Kunal Kemmu aspires for
stars in rudderless comedy

Vibe (Hindi)
Director: Kunal Kemmu
Cast: Kunal Kemmu, Preity Zinta, Sparsh Srivastava,
Yashpal Sharma, Dinesh Lal Yadav
Runtime: 145 minutes
Synopsis: Two best buddies are pulled into an
unlikely terror conspiracy that puts them in
unexpected comedic situations as they navigate along
with their conflicting personalities

I
f the birth of Lust Stories
was a shout for libera-
tion, a tearing down of

the velvet curtains that long
hid Indian intimacy, then
the third iteration is the
echo. Helmed by a new set
of original voices — Shakun
Batra, Vikramaditya Mot-
wane, Kiran Rao, and Vish-
al Bhardwaj — and bol-

stered by an ensemble of
actors who translate sub-
text through the vocabulary
of body language, it does
not seek to shock, nor does
it carry the heavy burden of
breaking taboos. It treats
desire as a messy mirror.

The four-part anthology
shows how physical prox-
imity often masks isolation
in modern relationships. It
shows how lust is weapo-
nised, bargained with, or
surrendered to. In the ear-
lier �lms of the franchise,
the stories followed a clear
arc of liberation, a charac-
ter realising their worth or
claiming their pleasure.
Here, within the recognisa-
ble OTT beats, the libera-
tion is rarely external. In

three segments, intimacy is
readily available, but real
emotional safety is scarce.

Batra’s approach is shar-
per and much more relata-
ble as he once again makes
us care for two messed-up
souls and, along the way,
exposes the common inter-
nal dissonance where indi-
viduals love their partners
but are actively, silently suf-
focated by them.

However, when the sub-
text and the surface narra-
tive don’t fully synchronise,
the narrative loses its grip.
You are left admiring the
cleverness of the concept,
but remain largely cold to
the human drama.

Lust Stories 3 is currently
streaming on Net�ix.

Anuj Kumar

A mirror to modern relationships, the franchise’s third instalment sheds its past shock value for the disturbing terrain of

emotional isolation, where intimacy becomes a means of communication even as emotional safety remains elusive

There is more than lust behind closed
bedroom doors in these stories of desire

PUBLIC NOTICE

TENDERS

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

EDUCATIONAL

GENERAL

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

Konkona Sen Sharma and Radhika Apte in ‘Lust Stories 3’. Netflix 
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Timings

KOLKATA

SATURDAY, SEP. 19

RISE 05:25 SET 17:37

RISE 12:40 SET 23:21

SUNDAY, SEP. 20

RISE 05:25 SET 17:36

RISE 13:28 SET 00:00

MONDAY, SEP. 21

RISE 05:25 SET 17:35

RISE 14:12 SET 00:15

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

With its key focus on the
drug menace in Punjab in
the run-up to the Assembly
election due in early 2027,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Friday kicked o�
its Statewide ‘Nasha Mukt
Punjab Yatra’ campaign
aimed at highlighting the
problem of substance
abuse.

Asserting that drugs
cannot be the identity of
Punjab, BJP national presi-
dent Nitin Nabin, who
�agged o� the �rst yatra
from Pathankot, said there
was an urgent need for a
decisive �ght against drugs
by turning it into a people’s
movement.

‘Rising Punjab needed’
“Punjabis want a rising
Punjab, not an ‘Udta Pun-
jab’. The time has come for
a decisive �ght against
those who, using the pow-
er of o�ce, allegedly pro-
moted corruption and
worsened the law and or-
der situation, ruining Pun-
jab through drugs,” he
said, addressing the
gathering.

Sharing the BJP’s core
strategy in its �ght against
drugs, Mr. Nabin said the
approach would include

targeting drug tra�ckers,
breaking the drug supply
network, con�scating drug
money, rehabilitating peo-
ple a�ected by drug addic-
tion and taking the cam-
paign forward with the
support of society.

“Today is a very special
day. I have come to con-
nect with the pain being
experienced in households
across Punjab. I have come
from Patna, the land asso-
ciated with Sri Guru Go-
bind Singhji, to take the
message of de-addiction to
every Punjabi,” he said.

Mr. Nabin said the BJP
has always stood by the
promises it makes to the
nation. “We had underta-
ken a long struggle to ful�l
our commitment to abro-

gate Article 370 and
worked to eliminate terro-
rism and Naxalism,” he
said adding the BJP had
now resolved to eliminate
drugs from the country.

Punjab’s identity
The BJP chief said drugs
cannot be Punjab’s identi-
ty or strength. “Punjab’s
identity should be its herit-
age, ideas and youth. Its
identity had traditionally
been associated with the
teachings of the Gurus, the
sweat of farmers and the
spirit of sportspersons,” he
said.

Hitting out at the Aam
Aadmi Party government,
Mr. Nabin alleged that it
had treated the �ght
against drugs as a key to

political power and failed
to understand the pain of
the people. He said the
Punjab government want-
ed to silence people speak-
ing out against drugs but
the voice of Punjab could
not be silenced.

Mr. Nabin said the par-
ty’s yatras were being un-
dertaken from all four di-
rections. “Through these
yatras, the people of Pun-
jab would be connected
with the anti-drug cam-
paign; a dialogue would be
held with them, and social
organisations would also
be brought into the cam-
paign,” he said.

The 13-day campaign
will culminate in Jalandhar
on September 30 after co-
vering all 117 Assembly
constituencies in Punjab.

Donning a sa�ron tur-
ban, Mr. Nabin �agged o�
the �rst of four Statewide
anti-drug yatras from Ekta
Sthal here, with the slogan
“Bhajpa Da Naara, Nasha
Mukauna Saara (BJP’s pro-
mise, To end drug me-
nace). 

Before the �agging o�,
he paid �oral tributes to
Syama Prasad Mookerjee,
the founder of the Bharati-
ya Jana Sangh. and also
met some families a�ected
by the drug menace.

(With inputs from PTI)

Drugs cannot be Punjab’s identity,
says Nabin as he kicks o� 13-day drive
The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

BJP national president Nitin Nabin (second right), BJP Punjab

president Kewal Singh Dhillon (second left) and others in Pathankot

on Friday. PTI

Ahead of the Punjab As-
sembly election, due in
early 2027, the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) has de-
cided to start a door-to-
door outreach campaign
from September 20 to
highlight the work of its
government.

AAP leader and Punjab
in-charge Manish Sisodia
said on Friday that a State-
wide door-to-door out-
reach campaign of the par-
ty would begin from
September 20 and,
through booth committee
members, they would
reach every household and
highlight the work of the
government.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, he said Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
will also join the campaign
in Dhuri, even as the party
will simultaneously launch
its membership drive and
release its election cam-
paign pamphlet on Sep-
tember 19.

Noting that the AAP go-
vernment has completed
four-and-a-half years in of-
�ce, he claimed the go-
vernment has ful�lled all
the election promises
made in 2022.

Punjab poll:
AAP to begin
outreach
campaign

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

The Assam unit of the Tri-
namool Congress on Fri-
day said the party will not
contest the upcoming Na-
gaon Lok Sabha bypoll to
protest the Election Com-
mission of India’s (EC) de-
cision to freeze the party’s
original name and symbol.
The party had named edu-
cationist Abdul Salam as its
candidate for the October
6 byelection.

“We are deeply shocked
by the unjust and undemo-
cratic move to temporarily
freeze our party’s name
and election symbol for
the Nagaon byelection,”
party’s State convener
Sherman Ali Ahmed said in
a statement. “In protest
against this, we have re-
solved not to contest this
byelection. We strongly
condemn the EC for stran-
gling democracy and ex-
press our deepest indigna-
tion at this insult to the
people of Assam,” Mr. Ali,
MLA from Baghbar, added.

The EC, in an interim ar-
rangement, has decided to
freeze the “All India Trina-
mool Congress” name and
its “�owers and grass”
symbol for the October 6
bypolls, scheduled in As-
sam among other States. 

TMC withdraws
from Nagaon
bypoll against
EC action

Press Trust of India
GUWAHATI
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The Jharkhand High Court on Friday directed the
Ranchi district administration to halt its ongoing
anti-encroachment drive in the Heavy
Engineering Corporation (HEC) area of the State
capital till December 31. A Bench headed by
Justice Ananda Sen, while hearing a petition �led
by residents facing eviction, directed Ranchi
Deputy Commissioner Manjunath Bhajantri and
Senior Superintendent of Police Rakesh Ranjan
to take no coercive action against the settlers
until December 31. The court, however, directed
the settlers to remove the encroachments
themselves within the stipulated period. PTI

HC halts anti-encroachment
drive in Ranchi’s HEC area

INBRIEF
�

Delhi Metro recorded its highest-ever daily
passenger boarding on September 17 with 82.44
lakh boardings across its network. The 82,44,903
boardings surpassed the previous record of
81,87,674 recorded on August 8 last year, as per a
press release. To handle the increased demand,
the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) ran 32
additional trips on Thursday. The higher
ridership came as commuters faced disruption in
bus services due to the strike by Delhi Transport
Corporation bus drivers, prompting greater
reliance on the Metro, the release said. The
DMRC said it would continue to augment services
to cater to the city’s growing ridership.

Bus drivers on strike, new
ridership high for Delhi Metro

T
wo women who un-
derwent caesarean
sections at a go-

vernment hospital in Bun-
di died at separate private
hospitals in Kota earlier
this week. The children de-
livered through surgery are
reported to be in good
health.

The Medical and Health
Department has tempora-
rily sealed the operating
theatre at the District Wo-
men’s Hospital in Bundi
and launched infection-
control measures, besides
conducting sampling and
culture testing. Bundi Col-
lector Harphool Singh Ya-
dav has sought a report on
the incident from the
department.

Fatal complications
The latest deaths follow a
series of instances of fatal
complications following C-
sections reported at go-
vernment hospitals across
the State in recent months. 

Five women had died af-
ter caesarean deliveries at

government hospitals in
Kota in May this year while
eight women fell ill after C-
sections at a government
hospital in Jodhpur in
June. Maternal deaths were
also reported from govern-
ment hospitals in Bhilwa-
ra, Banswara and Bikaner
in July. The investigations
could not establish a com-
mon cause for all the
deaths, though the factors
of infection, patient moni-
toring and other procedu-
ral lapses were probed.

The total number of ma-
ternal deaths in the State
between May and July-end

stood at 19. The State go-
vernment subsequently
announced measures, in-
cluding an intensive preg-
nancy-screening drive to
prevent such deaths.

Admitted on Sept. 15
Kavita Kumawat, 32, from
Tonk and Varsha Sain, 28,
from Bundi were admitted
to the hospital in Bundi on
September 15 and under-
went C-sections. 

When their condition
started deteriorating short-
ly after their surgery, they
were referred to the Go-
vernment Medical College

in Kota 40 km away.
The women were shift-

ed to separate private hos-
pitals in Kota, where they
died during treatment the
following day. The next of
kin of the deceased have
demanded an impartial in-
vestigation into the deaths,
action against those res-
ponsible and ₹50 lakh each
as compensation.

A Medical and Health
Department spokesperson
said on Friday that a wo-
man gynaecologist at the
District Women’s Hospital
in Bundi had been relieved
of duty, even as 10 women
with high-risk pregnancies
were admitted to the
hospital.

A three-member inquiry
committee, headed by the
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
and comprising the Chief
Medical and Health O�cer
and the Head of the Gynae-
cology Department, has
been appointed in Bundi to
conduct an investigation
into the matter.

The recurring incidents
have led to questions over
the State’s maternal health-
care infrastructure.

Two more women die in
Rajasthan after C-sections;
probe committee formed

O�icials in Jodhpur inspecting the pharmacy of a hospital where 

eight women fell ill after undergoing caesarean sections. FILE PHOTO

Women underwent procedures at Bundi govt. hospital; died in Kota, where they were rushed

after complications; OT at Bundi medical facility sealed; 19 maternal deaths in State in 3 months

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

Minister for School Educa-
tion Rajmohan on Friday
said the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment remained �rm
on its two-language policy
in schools, and would not
provide land for establish-
ing Navodaya schools that
follow the CBSE syllabus.

Mr. Rajmohan was res-
ponding to a question at a
press conference held at
the Secretariat with regard
to the Supreme Court on
Thursday giving three
months’ time to Tamil Na-
du to comply with its De-
cember 15, 2025 direction
to identify land in each dis-
trict for Navodaya schools.

The court had said Ta-
mil Nadu had to change its
“mindset” that Hindi could
not be taught in the State,
cautioning that “individual
States cannot act like indi-
vidual countries”. 

Justice B.V. Nagarathna’s
oral observations came at a
hearing on the adoption of
the Navodaya Vidyalaya
Scheme in Tamil Nadu. 

The previous Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) government, in an
a�davit �led in March this
year, had said the Navo-
daya scheme, based on the
three-language formula,
deviated from the mandate

of the Tamil Nadu Tamil
Learning Act, 2006. The
a�davit had alleged that
the scheme was only a
“backdoor” ploy to make
Hindi compulsory.

Firm on two-language
“As far as Tamil Nadu is
concerned, we follow the
two-language policy, and
we will continue to do so.
There will be no change in
our stand,” Mr. Rajmohan
said. 

“Justice B.V. Nagarathna
has expressed her opinion.
This is not the verdict. The
judicial proceedings are
under way. We are not
against Hindi or any other
language. We have been
successfully running mo-
del schools, and many stu-
dents from these schools
have excelled in higher
education,” the Minister
added.

Won’t provide land
in T.N. for Navodaya
schools: Minister

Minister Rajmohan 

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Bombay High Court
said on Friday that it will
begin hearing on October 9
petitions for and against the
Maharashtra State Reserva-
tion for Socially and Educa-
tionally Backward Classes
(SEBC) Act, 2024, which
gives 10% reservation to
Marathas in education and
services in the State. A
Bench of Justices Makarand
Karnik, N.J. Jamadar and
Sandeep Marne will hear
the petitions.

The matter came to this
Bench after hearings before
two Benches earlier
stopped. A Bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Devendra
Upadhyay, Justice Girish
Kulkarni and Justice Fir-
dosh Pooniwalla had initial-
ly heard the petitions but
Justice Upadhyay was

moved to the Delhi High
Court. A Bench led by Jus-
tice Ravindra Ghuge then
heard the matter from May
2025 to August 2025. With
Justice Ghuge subsequently
elevated as Chief Justice of
the Calcutta HC, the hear-
ings at the second Bench
ground to a halt as well.

The SEBC Act, passed by
the legislature on February
20, 2024, was noti�ed by
the State government led
by Chief Minister Devendra

Fadnavis six days later. The
enactment followed a re-
port by the Maharashtra
State Commission for Back-
ward Classes led by Justice
Sunil B. Shukre that cited
circumstances and situa-
tions warranting grant of
reservation to the Maratha
community beyond the
50% limit on reservation. It
gave Marathas 16% reserva-
tion in State government
jobs and education.

An advocate had moved

the Bombay High Court
against the Act but the
court upheld it in June
2019. It, however, said the
16% quota could not be jus-
ti�ed and reduced it to 12%
in education and 13% in
jobs under the govern-
ment. This was then chal-
lenged in the Supreme
Court.

In May 2021, the Su-
preme Court struck down
the SEBC Act, 2018, holding
that no circumstances justi-
�ed reservation for Marath-
as beyond the 50% ceiling
set by the 1992 Indra Sawh-
ney judgment. The court al-
so questioned the data sub-
mitted to show
backwardness of Marathas.
The government �led a pe-
tition for review but the
court rejected it in April
2023. It then �led a curative
petition, which remains be-
fore the Supreme Court.

New 3-judge HC Bench to hear Maratha
reservation Act petitions from Oct. 9
Chinmay Gaikwad
MUMBAI

Maratha Kranti Morcha members burning tyres on Pune-Solapur

highway while staging ‘Rasta Roko’ protest. FILE PHOTO

Nearly 2,000 instances of
alleged manipulation of
marriage records to frau-
dulently claim marriage as-
sistance under the Nirman
Shramik scheme have
come to light during an au-
dit of the funds of the Od-
isha Building and Other
Construction Workers’
Welfare Board. 

The draft audit report
on the ‘Implementation of
PAReSHRAM and Nirman
Shramik Portal in the State’
is expected to be part of
the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General’s Audit report
for 2024-2025. 

A day earlier, based on
the �ndings of the same au-
dit report, The Hindu re-
ported on how 2,487 con-
struction workers were
declared dead and their

nominees were paid death
assistance, even though
the workers continued to
draw subsidised foodgrain
under the National Food
Security Act and the State
Food Security Scheme af-
ter their recorded deaths.

“On analysis of the lega-
cy database, it was noticed
that 676 marriage certi�-
cates had registration
dates prior to the date of
marriage. Similarly, in �ve
sampled districts, it was
found that 126 marriage re-
gistration dates were prior

to the date of marriage,”
the draft report states.

It adds that after the Nir-
mal Shramik Portal went
live, 1,257 such cases were
found across the State and
333 in sampled districts,
leading to disbursement of
₹6.29 crore. “Audit found
that system design �aws
and lack of validation al-
lowed ineligible indivi-
duals to exploit the
scheme, violating marriage
registration protocols,” the
draft report states.

Blank registers
The report also notes that
marriage certi�cate issue
registers were maintained
with blank pages and with-
out recipient signatures at
the Block Development Of-
�ce, Khariar. “It was ob-
served that 586 marriage
bene�ts were disbursed in
BDO, Khariar amounting to

₹2.90 crore covering 2020-
25 but details of the issued
certi�cates were not availa-
ble,” it states.

The board provides
₹50,000 aid for the mar-
riage of an unmarried re-
gistered female bene�ciary
or for the marriage of two
unmarried daughters
above 18 years of a regis-
tered construction worker.
The board had amassed ov-
er ₹4,000 crore by 2024.

As per the Orissa Hindu
Marriages and Registration
Rules, 1960, the “parties to
the marriage duly solem-
nised in accordance with
the provisions of the Act
shall within a period of 30
days from the date of so-
lemnisation of the mar-
riage compulsorily submit
application in Form B be-
fore the Registrar for regis-
tration of the marriage”.

Nearly 2,000 marriage records in Odisha
manipulated to claim welfare aid: report
Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

On analysis of the
legacy database, it
was noticed that 676
marriage certi�cates
had registration dates
prior to the date of
marriage, states the
audit report

For the last 52 days, resi-
dents of Jyoti Nagar colony
in Kolkata’s Cossipore have
been surviving without
drinking water. Five public
taps serving the area had
run dry since July 29, fol-
lowing pipeline work car-
ried out by the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
(KMC).

The colony is located on
the bank of the Ganges
next to the centuries-old
Cossipore Guns and Shells
factory under ward num-
ber 6. Around 5,000 peo-
ple, mostly from the Mus-
lim community, reside in
the area. However, on July
29, the water supply
stopped at all �ve taps
serving the area and has
not yet resumed.

The residents alleged
that the water connection
has been cut o� deliberate-
ly in the name of repairing
the pipeline. “We saw the
KMC labourers working on
the pipeline at the entry

area of our colony in mid-
July. On July 28, their work
was over and they left. The
next morning, the water
supply was stopped in our
area. We approached the
KMC and the local MLA.
But nothing has happened
so far. We are probably fac-
ing this because of our reli-
gious identity. The people
in the neighbouring colo-
nies have proper water
connections,” said Nazma
Bibi, a resident.

Residents are forced to

use water from the Ganges
for bathing and washing.
But the water is turbid and
unhygienic with many chil-
dren developing skin infec-
tions. Many of them have
been undergoing
treatment.

Eviction plan 
Residents have also alleged
that this as an attempt to
evict them as the land of
the colony is currently un-
der dispute with the Syama
Prasad Mookerjee Port

Authority. According to the
o�cials, the land histori-
cally belonged to the port
authority. But the resi-
dents have been living in
the area for a long time.

In February this year,
the port authority moved
the civil court to reclaim
the authority of the land,
comprising over 3000 sq
mt. The court issued an ev-
iction order in the same
month, but the port o�-
cials issued the notice to
the residents of the colony
in June, asking them to va-
cate the area in the next 15
days.

“Meanwhile, local BJP
workers also started intimi-
dating by calling us illegal
immigrants from Bangla-
desh and forcing us to
leave the colony as soon as
possible,” said another re-
sident, Alamgir Biswas. On
August 19, the residents
�led a petition at the Cal-
cutta High Court seeking
relief from the eviction or-
der. The High Court issued
an interim stay till Thurs-
day on the eviction order.

ple are from a minority
community. The PM al-
ways uses the slogan Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas. Is de-
priving people of drinking
water an example of that?
Why is the Bengal govern-
ment not taking action on
this?” the TMC MP said in a
post on X.

CPI(M) MP Bikas Ranjan
Bhattacharya held a prot-
est rally condemning the
government. He said that
the government is violating
people’s fundamental
rights.

Activists from Associa-
tion for Protection of Civil
Rights (APCR) also issued a
statement. “Access to clean
water is not a privilege or
favour extended to any
particular community, lo-
cality or individual; it is a
basic human necessity. It is
the responsibility of the
authorities to ensure that
citizens are not deprived of
essential public services
and that such issues are ad-
dressed promptly, e�ec-
tively and humanely,” said
secretary Umar Awais.

Yet, the water supply
connection has not been
restored.

Indi�erent MLA
BJP MLA from Kashipur-
Belgachhia constituency
Ritesh Tiwari did not res-
pond to The Hindu’s re-
quest for a response to the
matter. However, the locals
said he did not pay heed to
their problems despite sev-
eral requests. 

“A group of women
from the colony went to his
o�ce to speak to him re-
garding the issue in Au-
gust. He said that the ones
who didn’t vote for the BJP
will not get any facility. Is
this how we should be
treated?” said Pinki Bibi,
who was one of the resi-
dents in the group.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Trinamool Congress
MP Samirul Islam said it is
because of the BJP’s divi-
sive politics. It has been
nearly two months since
their water supply connec-
tion was disconnected.
“Why? Because those peo-

Taps run dry in Kolkata colony for 50 days; residents allege bias
Senjuti Sengupta
KOLKATA

A girl carrying water fetched from the Ganga in Jyoti Nagar colony

of Kolkata’s Cossipore. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s (BJP’s) alliance with Ti-
pra Motha for the elections
to the 587 village commit-
tees under under the Trip-
ura Tribal Areas Autono-
mous District Council
(TTAADC) has not seen
ground-level execution yet.
While Tipra Motha won
1,557 seats of the total 4,597
seats unopposed in the
elections, BJP secured 81
seats. Despite holding
meetings at a private hotel
and the State guest house,
the two sides failed to ar-
rive at a consensus on the
number of seats they are
contesting and dispel
confusion.

Elections will take place
on September 28 after a
gap of 10 years. CPI(M) won
just one seat without a
�ght. An Independent has

also emerged victorious.
The State Election Com-

mission said polling would
take place for the remain-
ing 2,957 seats as candi-
dates in 1,640 seats won
uncontested. 

Meanwhile, a senior BJP
leader on Friday said they
are still expecting �exibility
from Tipra Motha despite
the lapse of the last date of
nomination withdrawal.
He said this could be done
through a joint public an-
nouncement.

Confusion prevails
over BJP-Tipra Motha
pact before tribal polls 

Candidates celebrating as Tipra

Motha wins unopposed in 1,557

seats at TTAADC elections, in

Agartala. FILE PHOTO

Syed Sajjad Ali
AGARTALA
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T
he Union Cabinet’s approval to raise the
wage ceiling for mandatory coverage un-
der the Employees’ Provident Fund Or-

ganisation (EPFO) from ₹15,000 to ₹25,000,
though belated, is commendable. The BJP-led go-
vernment has �nally responded to this long-
standing demand of workers in the organised
sector. Around 51 lakh additional employees may
be brought under the PF fold, which has around
7.98 crore contributing members. Those in the
wage slab of ₹15,000-₹25,000 will now be co-
vered under the Employees’ Pension Scheme
(EPS), 2026. Although Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya cited a government survey
as the basis for the increase, the 12-year delay in
implementing it should have been avoided. The
Minister, who said that the average salary in priv-
ate establishments was ₹23,000, should also
make the survey’s �ndings public for a better un-
derstanding of the country’s overall wage situa-
tion. With some concerns having been raised that
not every employer may be willing to make the
additional contributions required after the revi-
sion, the government must ensure that all em-
ployers comply with the law.

So far, the government has been silent on re-
vising the EPS minimum pension of ₹1,000, �xed
in September 2014 alongside the previous revi-
sion in the PF wage ceiling. EPFO pensioners
have been demanding the hike in the minimum
pension amount. Before it assumed o�ce at the
Centre in 2014, the BJP had urged the Congress-
led UPA government to keep the minimum pen-
sion at ₹3,000 and index it to in�ation. Yet, it has
not made even a symbolic beginning towards the
indexation of pension to in�ation. Moreover,
about 45% of the nearly 82 lakh pensioners re-
ceive ₹1,000 or less. In March 2026, the Joint Par-
liamentary Standing Committee on Labour re-
minded the government that “the existing
minimum pension amount is inadequate to meet
even the basic needs of pensioners particularly in
the ... scenario marked by ... rising healthcare
and living expenses”. Also, little is known about
the follow-up to the panel’s recommendation for
“an urgent and comprehensive review of the mi-
nimum pension”. The EPFO must release the
�ndings of actuarial assessment, made by valuers
in recent years. This should also be bene�cial to
the PF body, as EPFO CEO Ramesh Krishnamur-
thi observed in an interview with The Hindu in
August that “there is a misconception that the
[pension] fund has unlimited resources”, while
ruling out the reopening of the window for high-
er pensions. Even if the government is unwilling
to restore the pre-2014 coverage, under which all
employees were covered regardless of their wag-
es, it should consider relaxation of the restriction
on the coverage. Else, many pensioners will be
pushed below the poverty line.

No hard ceilings
A rise in minimum PF pension will

protect the worse-o� among the retired

E
ven as Japan, known for e�ciency, wel-
comes its third Asian Games and the �rst
in 32 years, on Saturday, the Aichi-Nagoya

Games have already earned the ‘worst ever’ tag
because of accommodation and logistical issues.
A country that successfully hosted two Olympics
— in 1964, within two decades of su�ering atomic
bombings, and in 2021, behind closed doors
amid the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic — is
now strangely struggling to accommodate more
than 17,000 athletes and o�cials from 45 nations
in hotels, containers and a cruise ship. Despite
these issues, 501 of India’s athletes, including 267
men and 234 women, across 36 disciplines, will
try to keep its �ag �ying high. At the previous
Hangzhou Asiad, India had an impressive tally of
106 medals and was placed fourth behind China,
Japan and South Korea. There is a signi�cant
drop in the number of Indian athletes, from 650-
plus in 40 disciplines three years ago, following
rationalisation, discouraging a mad rush because
of the perks and money associated with the
Asiad. Nevertheless, Indian sports authorities ex-
pect around 100 medals, which may noticeably
improve the athlete-to-medal ratio.

The presence of 310 debutants in the contin-
gent signals a brighter future for the country,
which has spent nearly ₹800 crore on Asian
Games preparations in the last cycle. Shooting
and athletics, which together �eld 105 athletes,
should continue to be the major contributors to
India’s medals tally, followed by archery, boxing,
badminton, squash and wrestling. Stars includ-
ing Manu Bhaker, Mirabai Chanu, Lovlina Borgo-
hain, P.V. Sindhu, Aman Sehrawat, Tajinderpal
Singh Toor, Gulveer Singh, Harmanpreet Singh,
Smriti Mandhana and Jasprit Bumrah will lead In-
dia’s campaign. At 39, squash player Joshna Chi-
nappa will be the �rst Indian to compete in seven
consecutive Asian Games. The youngest athlete,
15-year-old cricketer Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, and
the oldest, 55-year-old rider Shruti Vora, are the
other attractions. Some attention will also be de-
voted to Indian men’s and women’s hockey
teams, which will aim to win gold medals and se-
cure berths at the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics.
While India can take pride in �elding athletes in
debut-making disciplines, such as mixed martial
arts and teqball, it should ponder over its poor re-
presentation in swimming, gymnastics and cy-
cling, which o�er more medals and open ave-
nues for Olympic glory. Meanwhile, the Indian
men and women’s teams would be watched
closely in cricket. In pushing for continental ex-
cellence, India should also remain vigilant about
its deteriorating global reputation due to the
sharply rising doping graph.

Continental glory
India might get another 100-medal haul

from a smaller contingent

T
echnologies that once arrived in India
through imports are increasingly being
invented at home through local
research institutions, industry, and

startups. Three institutional foundations of an
innovation economy are now advancing together:
public research, corporate research and
development (R&D), and deep-tech
entrepreneurship. The transformation is yet
incomplete, but the architecture is �nally visible.
Gallium Nitride (GaN) semiconductor
technologies, critical for advanced radar, space
systems, and next-generation communications,
are increasingly being developed domestically,
helping close a strategic gap in a tightly regulated,
export-controlled �eld. At the same time,
a�ordable immunotherapies developed in India
are expanding access to advanced cancer care
and demonstrating the country’s growing
capacity for biomedical innovation.

Patent �lings are often cited as a ready
indicator of innovation. The �ling numbers
continue to show impressive growth. From just
over 1,10,000 patent �lings in 2024-25, the
number grew to more than 1,43,000 in 2025-26, a
30.2% increase. Moreover, domestic applicants
now account for almost seven in 10 �lings.

However, the sheer volume of applications
does not tell the complete story. Even a modest
enquiry reveals an innovation story that begins to
fray at the edges. The number of patents in force
in India (just over 2,40,000 in 2025) is a fraction
of those in China (5.7 million), the United States
(3.5 million), and Japan (2.1 million); all these are
2024 data.

This suggests low grant rates, high
abandonment rates, or a combination of both.
Add to this meagre commercialisation, low R&D
spending — India still spends just under 1% of GDP
on research and development, against about 2.4%
in China and 3.5% in the U.S. — and we see how
far we are from a truly technology-driven,
innovation-led economy.

The emerging pillars
However, there lies a resilient core, and shaping it
are three strong and vital strands that promise to
anchor India’s future. Public institutions with
government support have made vital
breakthroughs in long-gestation innovation.
Private R&D spending exceeded that of all levels
of government combined for the �rst time in
2024. This is expected to climb and account for
55% through 2025-26. Domestic industrial houses
are beginning to reap rewards from focused and
committed R&D. A maturing startup ecosystem is
�nding its feet beyond low-hanging service
platforms, actively showcasing deep tech and
complex manufacturing. That all three strands

are coming of age together bodes well for India.
In March 2023, Defence Research and

Development Organisation (DRDO) scientists at
the Solid State Physics Laboratory (SSPL) in Delhi
and the Gallium Arsenide Enabling Technology
Centre (GAETEC) in Hyderabad announced a
breakthrough in making gallium nitride (GaN)
monolithic microwave integrated circuits
(MMICs). The technical know-how to make these
circuits, which are critical for military and
defence applications, was, by widely reported
accounts, refused to India under the o�set
provisions of the Rafale �ghter jet purchase from
France. The DRDO is now actively transferring
the technology for GaN High Electron Mobility
Transistors (HEMTs)-based MMICs to be used in
5G/6G wireless infrastructure, electric vehicles
on-board chargers, and renewable energy
inverter systems. India is now one of seven
countries to have mastered this technology,
alongside China, France, Germany, Russia, South
Korea and the U.S. AGNIT Semiconductors, a
spin-o� from the Centre for Nano Science and
Engineering (CeNSE) at the Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru is translating homegrown
GaN technology to real-world commercial
applications.

From implementer to innovator
While long-gestation R&D at public institutions is
starting to pay o�, there is growing optimism
from academia and domestic industry-led R&D as
well. The Bharat 6G Alliance (B6GA) is making
rapid progress in its stated aim of contributing
10% of the global 6G patents by 2030. According
to a review meeting by Union Minister for
Communications Jyotiraditya Scindia, B6GA
members have made more than 7,700 patent
�lings across 5G and 6G technologies, including
over 4,400 foreign �lings. But, these are
applications, not yet grants or declared
standard-essential patents, and their true impact
remains to be seen. However, taken together with
almost 3,000 technical contributions to 3GPP last
year, a 15-fold increase from 2020, these �gures
point in the right direction. The World
Intellectual Property Organization’s 2025 Patent
Cooperation Treaty rankings showed that Jio
Platforms Limited had broken into the top 20
international patent �lers for the �rst time, rising
more than 300 places to be placed 19th overall.

While patent numbers are only a part of the
story, participation in standards bodies and
intellectual property ownership increasingly
determine who captures value from future
communication networks. India is securing
ownership of critical digital infrastructure and is
moving from being a standard-implementer to a
standard-setting innovator.

There is also a marked shift in India’s startup
ecosystem. Buoyed by the government’s
commitment to Research, Development, and
Innovation (RDI) and private capital matched by
initiatives such as the more than $2.5 billion in
deep-tech commitments made by members of the
India Deep Tech Alliance (IDTA), Indian startups
are aiming farther and higher than before. Pixxel
Space, founded by two Birla Institute of
Technology and Science (BITS) Pilani alumni, is
carving a niche in hyperspectral imaging
technology with six satellites in orbit and a full
constellation of 18 to 24 planned. The Vikram-1
low earth orbit launch by Skyroot Aerospace and
the IIT Madras nurtured Agnikul Cosmos’s
parallel push towards fully reusable launch
vehicles promise to strengthen India’s role as a
frugal space technology leader.

Startups such as ImmunoACT, incubated at IIT
Bombay in partnership with the Tata Memorial
Centre, are expanding access to advanced and
a�ordable health care. NexCAR19, India’s �rst
indigenous CAR-T cell therapy, has delivered
e�ective cancer treatment at a tenth of typical
treatment costs. Leveraging the Biotechnology
Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC)
early-stage support, Bengaluru-based Remidio
Innovative Solutions is at the forefront in the �ght
against preventable blindness, such as diabetic
retinopathy and glaucoma, through smartphone
enabled retinal imaging systems and AI.

The direction is clear
These examples do not by themselves make India
an innovation superpower but demonstrate that
the three strands are coming together to weave
an enduring innovation ecosystem. The GaN
story illustrates the emerging innovation pipeline.
Government laboratories developed the
foundational capability, academic institutions
nurtured the talent and research ecosystem, and
startups such as AGNIT are now carrying the
technology into commercial markets.

However, sustaining these three strands will
demand more work, from standardising
tech-transfer terms for publicly funded IP and
expanding examiner capacity at the patent o�ce,
to funding the translational gap between a
granted patent and a �rst paying customer. Yet, as
we look through the innovation lens, the
direction is clear. India is gradually shedding its
identity as a back-o�ce service provider and
strengthening the institutions that enable nations
to generate their own technology, intellectual
property, and industrial capabilities. The journey
remains un�nished, but the contours of an
innovation economy are beginning to form.

The views expressed are personal

A homegrown innovation ecosystem is taking root

Mukundan
Chakrapani 

Holds a PhD in
science and a law
degree and is 
an academic

Homegrown
research and
deep-tech
enterprise are
helping India
move beyond
its identity as 
a services
provider

Gaurav Jain 

Founder of Hastin
Research and an
intellectual property
rights expert helping
enterprises, startups,
and universities
transform ideas into
intellectual property

I
ndia is standing at the threshold of a new
frontier. But the most important question is
not how deep we can go, how much we can

mine, or how much wealth lies beneath the
ocean �oor. It is more fundamental: Should
everything that can be technologically exploited
necessarily be exploited? The question is
particularly important as India strengthens its
position in deep-sea exploration and develops the
scienti�c and technological capabilities to access
one of the least understood parts of the planet.

A growing deep-sea footprint
India is not new to seabed mineral exploration
and holds three International Seabed Authority
(ISA) exploration contracts covering
approximately 95,000 square kilometres across
the Central Indian Ocean Basin, Central Indian
Ridge and Carlsberg Ridge in the international
seabed area. Its exploration has identi�ed an
estimated 366 million tonnes of polymetallic
nodules containing nickel, copper, cobalt and
manganese, alongside extensive environmental
and biodiversity studies. 

Under the Deep Ocean Mission, India is
developing deep-sea mining technology,
underwater robotics and the MATSYA-6000
human submersible, while the National Institute
of Ocean Technology has tested a mining
machine at depths of about 5,270 metres. At the
same time, biodiversity surveys across 19
seamounts have studied around 1,300 deep-sea
organisms, including nearly 23 species reported
as new to science. These achievements also
impose a profound responsibility to decide
whether technological ability should ultimately
lead to exploitation.

Technological progress can create a dangerous
assumption: if we can exploit something, we
should. But the deep ocean challenges this logic.
It is a complex and poorly understood ecosystem,
and India’s own biodiversity research continues
to reveal previously unknown organisms. We
cannot con�dently predict the consequences of

large-scale seabed disturbance while our
understanding of these ecosystems remains
incomplete. This is not an argument against
science, but for more science before potentially
irreversible intervention. Deep-sea minerals may
have legitimate strategic importance for India’s
renewable-energy, electric-mobility and
advanced-manufacturing ambitions. However,
strategic importance cannot automatically
become ecological permission. Before
considering extraction, India should ask whether
the minerals are genuinely necessary at the
proposed scale, whether alternatives exist, and
whether demand can be reduced through
recycling, e�ciency, substitution and a circular
economy. Necessity must be demonstrated, not
presumed.

India’s investment in deep-ocean science need
not imply a commitment to commercial mining.
Exploration can advance knowledge, biodiversity
assessment, environmental baselines and
technology without leading to exploitation.
Mining, however, would physically disturb the
seabed. Therefore, adaptive management alone
cannot guarantee ecological protection. India has
an opportunity to adopt a stronger principle
before exploitation begins: the question should
not be “How can we mine with minimum
damage?” but “Do we need to mine at all?” Since
India’s ISA activities remain at the exploration
stage, this is the right time to establish a high
ecological threshold for any future decision to
exploit.

Science must also teach us to say ‘no’
The deep ocean is now emerging as the next
frontier for economic growth. Yet, we expect the
ocean to regulate climate and support
biodiversity while extending industrial activity
into its least understood ecosystems. The ocean
should not become a place where the
environmental costs of human consumption are
simply relocated. Scienti�c progress should not
mean making more of nature exploitable and

then calling it sustainable. True sustainable
development must reduce dependence on
extraction through lower demand, resource
e�ciency, recycling, substitution and circular
consumption — principles re�ected in India’s
Mission LiFE. Science must therefore help us use
resources responsibly and, equally importantly,
determine when we do not need to use them at
all. This calls for a broader understanding of
scienti�c progress. Science should not merely
open new frontiers for exploitation; it should also
reveal which frontiers are best left untouched.
The ability to say “we do not need to go there”
may itself represent a higher level of scienti�c
and civilisational maturity than simply proving
that we can

India can lead a di�erent model
India has an opportunity to become a global
leader in deep-sea ecological governance. India
could take the bold step of recognising the deep
ocean not merely as a mineral reserve, but as a
precious ecological asset whose value may exceed
that of its mineral wealth. It could use the
knowledge gained through the Deep Ocean
Mission to conclude that some poorly understood
and potentially irreversible ecosystems are better
left undisturbed. Progress is not how much
nature we can convert into resources, but how
much we can preserve while meeting human
needs. This would rea�rm India’s long-standing
civilisational tradition of living in harmony with
nature.

The de�ning environmental approaches of this
century — Nature-based Solutions, the SDGs, the
Circular Economy and Mission LiFE — share a
common principle: nature is the capital on which
development depends. They call for conserving
ecosystems, reducing resource consumption and
ensuring responsible development. Science and
technology must therefore tell us not only how
far we can go but also where we must stop. Our
future depends on preserving the natural capital
that sustains development.

Deep-sea discovery, environmental responsibility
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Tari� threats, diplomacy
While maintaining a robust
bilateral relationship with
the United States is
strategically vital, foreign
policy cannot be dictated
by the threat of economic
coercion (Page 1, “U.S.
clears Russia sanctions Bill;
India faces tari� threat”,
September 18). True
partnerships are built on
mutual respect and an
understanding of each
other’s domestic

‘outgoing’ chairman’s stated
principle was treated as a
formality to be abandoned
whenever it no longer
suited investor optics. That
is not stewardship. It is a
company discovering, rather
conveniently, that its rules
mattered only until they
became inconvenient.

Yashvi Patel,
Anand, Gujarat

people of India.
Rajakumar Arulanandham,
Palayamkottai, Tamil Nadu

There is something quietly
damning about a company
that discovers the value of
“leadership continuity” only
when it needs to appear
stable to outsiders. What
this exposes is how thin the
group’s commitment to its
own governance standards
becomes when a market
debut is at stake. An

risk to the broader
economy. The possible legal
deadlock involving the Tata
Trusts and regulatory
mandates could stall vital
national projects,
highlighting the urgent need
for an amicable resolution
rather than protracted
feuds. 
This is essential both in the
national interest and to
uphold the reputation of
the Tata name, which is
held in high esteem by the

rather than compliance.
Nagarajamani M.V.,

Hyderabad

Tata’s crisis of governance
Despite the leading roles
played by the Tata Group in
India’s growth in
semiconductors, defence,
software and electronics,
the recent governance crisis
and boardroom divisions at
Tata Sons over leadership
tenure and regulatory
pressures pose a systemic

compulsions. Imposing
100% tari�s would not only
strain India-U.S. ties but
could also destabilise
international energy
markets, leading to wider
global economic friction.
India must continue its
balanced diplomatic
approach — diversifying its
energy sources while
keeping communication
channels open with
Washington to resolve trade
frictions through dialogue
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GROUND ZERO

I
n mid-August, along the Bengaluru-Mysu-
ru expressway, an agricultural labourer in
C.K. Tandya village in South Bengaluru
district (formerly known as Ramanagara)

noticed something unusual on a strip of farm-
land: a heap of medical waste.

This wasn’t the �rst time that the villagers in
South Bengaluru had noticed suspicious objects
or activity around the area which contained a
farmhouse, say the police. They had seen men
frequently moving in and out of it on a scooter
without a number plate. They had also seen cou-
rier and e-commerce delivery vehicles making
regular trips to the secluded location.

Spanning nearly eight acres and fenced by a
compound wall, the farmland is situated on the
outskirts of the village. According to the police,
the owners, who live in Bengaluru, seldom visit-
ed the place.

The villagers would whisper among them-
selves about what they suspected — until the day
the labourer decided to report the dumped med-
ical waste to the local beat police.

The o�cers at Taverekere police station put
the farmhouse and the movements around it un-
der surveillance, while also making inquiries
about the property and its occupants. The peo-
ple they spoke to did not seem to know anything
substantial.

According to an o�cer, the police learned that
the farmhouse had been rented about a year ear-
lier. But what was happening inside the com-
pound remained unclear.

Days later, the police and Karnataka’s health
department, in a joint operation, decided to en-
ter the premises. What they saw there — labels,
medicine boxes, drugs, and other items associat-
ed with the preparation and packaging of medi-
cines — changed the nature of the investigation.
They alerted senior o�cers, who joined hands
with o�cers from the State Drugs Control De-
partment and conducted a raid on August 18.

The police took four people into custody. They
discovered that the secluded farmhouse was be-
ing used as a counterfeit drug repackaging and
re-labelling facility. What began as a local’s suspi-
cion had opened the door to a much larger phar-
maceutical investigation.

According to investigators, the operation in-
volved the procurement of low-cost, substan-
dard, or expired pharmaceutical formulations
from other States, which were then transferred
into fresh vials and given counterfeit labels and
packaging. “The aim was to make the medicines
appear as genuine products of established phar-
maceutical companies and introduce them into
the pharmaceutical supply chain,” says a police
o�cial familiar with the investigation.

During the seizure, the police recovered more
than 5,600 vials of counterfeit antibiotic injec-
tions used in treating serious bacterial infections.
The total seizure was estimated at ₹4.91 crore.

They also seized ledgers, invoices, mobile
phones, and other records, which provided them
with details of the supply chain.

From a farmhouse to the big city

The police then moved their investigation
beyond C.K. Tandya. A Special Investigation
Team (SIT) was constituted.

The trail led to Bengaluru and to Krupa
Healthcare, a wholesale pharmaceutical distribu-
tor located on a busy commercial street in the ci-

ty. According to the police, the operators in the
farmhouse supplied medicines to Krupa Health-
care, which distributed them.

The police found that the counterfeit medi-
cines were not limited to antibiotics, but also in-
cluded critical-care injections and cancer medi-
cines. They say some of the medicines were
o�ered to hospitals at “discounts of up to 50%”.

Krupa Healthcare owner Veeresh Kumar Jain,
who was arrested by the SIT, allegedly employed
more than 15 medical representatives to promote
the medicines and o�ered commissions to push
the discounted stocks to private hospitals and
medical centres.

The police then found that the alleged racket
was not con�ned to Karnataka. A joint force sub-
sequently carried out simultaneous searches
across Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana,
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and Telangana. The
police are currently on the hunt for Bengaluru
resident R. Prashant, who they believe is a key �-
gure in the network. He is currently in Azerbai-
jan, and is Jain’s partner, say the police.

Unanswered questions

The families of patients are shocked and angry at
these revelations. On his WhatsApp pro�le pic-
ture, Maheshprasad Upadhya, 30, poses with his
mother. A cervical cancer patient, she passed
away in 2024. After hearing the news, Upadhya,
a native of Odisha, cannot help second-guessing
the events before his mother’s death.

She was diagnosed with cancer in 2022, he
says. For a year, she underwent chemotherapy
and radiotherapy in Mumbai. The doctors then
suggested immunotherapy. As treatment in
Mumbai was expensive and there were also logis-
tical di�culties in travelling to the city, the family
decided to shift treatment to Bhubaneswar.

“The doctor we consulted referred a Bengalu-
ru-based pharmaceutical distributor to us. I
bought a medicine from them. It cost ₹1,65,990
per vial. My mother needed two vials. The dis-
tributor said if we purchase one, we would get
another free,” recalls Upadhya.

He searched online and found that the manu-
facturer did o�er such a programme. He decided
to go ahead with it.

Upadhya spent about ₹20 lakh on the overall
treatment. “But we saw no improvement in her
condition,” he says. “When she was diagnosed
with cancer, the doctor had said she would live
up to �ve years. My mother passed away in one
and a half years.”

Upadhya sounds calm, but he admits within
him a tumult of emotions — anger, suspicion, and

helplessness. “One person who had got his father
treated at the Bhubaneswar hospital had advised
us against buying this medicine from this particu-
lar distributor,” he says. “But we didn’t listen
since the doctor himself had advised it. After my
mother passed away, I started suspecting so-
mething, perhaps a nexus, but I was in no state of
mind to think about it. Now I’m questioning
everything.”

He confesses that there are times when he con-
siders migrating abroad “after seeing how the
corrupt try to pro�t from the desperation of the
most vulnerable.”

Parth Sharma, a resident of Gurugram, re-
turned to India in 2017 to care for his ageing pa-
rents and mother-in-law, after spending 37 years
abroad. “The people I came here for are no
more,” he says.

In October 2020, Sharma’s mother was diag-
nosed with myelodysplastic syndrome, a condi-
tion where the bone marrow doesn’t make
enough healthy blood cells. The doctors in-
formed the family that the disease was not cura-
ble. Given the patient’s age — she was in her 70s —
a bone marrow transplant was also not an option,
they said. Nevertheless, treatment, including
chemotherapy injections and blood transfusions,
was started at a private hospital in December.

Sharma remembers that some of the expen-
sive medicines were not available in India. “The
doctor gave us the phone number of a person
and said he would help get it imported. When
you are desperate, you simply trust everyone. So,
we contacted him,” he says.

Sharma’s mother’s condition never improved.
With her body too weak to �ght the disease, she
passed away in May 2021.

“After the report on the counterfeit drug rack-
et came out, I started wondering more deeply
about something I had suspected all along: were
the medicines even working? We had spent a lot
of money and given her the prescribed medi-
cines. At that point, we trusted the system and
did not even suspect the possibility of fake med-
icines,” he says. He still has some of the tablets,
which cost him around ₹80,000.

Living in uncertainty

The police say the suspect medicines have so far
reached more than 90 hospitals and clinics in
Karnataka and other States. While the State go-
vernment has published a list of antibiotics
seized during the Bidadi raid, it has not yet dis-
closed the names of oncology drugs or the hospi-
tals and clinics that may have received the medi-
cines, or the names and batch numbers of
counterfeit medicines reportedly linked to se-
rious illnesses such as cancer. There is pressure
on the government to disclose this information.

According to the Karnataka Minister for Health
and Family Welfare, U.T. Khader, the full list of
spurious and counterfeit drugs has been com-
municated to the Union government and all State
governments. “The SIT has taken charge of the
investigation now. Once the report is �nalised,
we will reveal everything. We have got the list of
hospitals. But when the SIT is there, it is not right
on my part to disclose anything,” he says.

As the SIT continues with its investigation,
Upadhya wonders what patients must be going
through with the information they have. “Ima-
gine their state of mind. Would they want to con-
tinue or discontinue treatment when they have
no way of knowing whether the medicine they
are taking is genuine or counterfeit,” he asks.

Dr. B.S Ajaikumar, radiation and medical on-
cologist and Founder and Chairman at Health-
Care Global (HCG) Enterprises, says counterfeit
drugs are a major problem in India today.

“I have been sounding the alarm on this for
several years,” he says. “Whenever somebody —
say an insurance company — wants to bring drugs
from outside, I don’t allow it at HCG because I’m
concerned it could be spurious. Any drug we pur-
chase should come directly from the manufactur-
er. The authorities should also lay down stringent
guidelines and ensure they are enforced. They
should consult major users of oncology drugs like
us, collaborate with us to develop a plan, and en-
sure spurious drugs don’t enter the system.”

Noting that cancer treatment often depends
on the right drug, at the right dose, given at the

right time, Dr. Nitish Ranjan Acharya, Surgical
Oncologist at Manipal Hospital, Bhubaneswar,
points out that any compromise in the authentic-
ity or quality of a medicine can directly a�ect a
patient’s treatment.

“If a patient receives a counterfeit, substan-
dard, or expired medicine, the drug may not
work as intended. This can delay disease control,
allow the cancer to progress and, in some cases,
a�ect the chances of achieving a good treatment
response. The impact may be particularly di�-
cult to identify because a lack of response can so-
metimes be mistaken for the cancer becoming re-
sistant to treatment,” he explains.

Dr. Acharya adds that there are more risks
when the contents of the counterfeit drugs are
unknown. “A drug could contain an incorrect
dose, inactive ingredients, contaminants, or sub-
stances that may cause unexpected side e�ects.
These risks can be especially serious for patients
already receiving multiple cancer medicines,” he
notes. He also stresses the importance of appro-
priate storage and handling to maintain quality.

The question of accountability

The alleged racket also raises questions about
what hospitals should do when patients may
have already been exposed to counterfeit medi-
cines. As S.V. Joga Rao, a lawyer who specialises
in healthcare law and ethics, says, “Given the cir-
cumstances in India, a detailed investigation may
take time. By that time, the spurious drugs may
have found their way to patients.”

According to him, hospitals need to work with
investigating agencies to identify the medicines
in question and their batch numbers. “If there is
some kind of leeway in terms of information, the
hospital has an ethical duty to inform potentially
a�ected patients,” he says.

Noting that regulatory authorities need to be
mindful of Section 17B of the Drugs and Cosmet-
ics Act, 1940, which de�nes a spurious drug, and
Section 18, which prohibits their manufacture,
sale, stocking, distribution and other related ac-
tivities, Rao also points to the legal duty of hospi-
tals to procure responsibly, verify authenticity,
and detect sophisticated counterfeiting. “If there
are warning signs, they need to respond to that.
The duties of the hospitals and regulators operate
concurrently, although they are di�erent in na-
ture. It is a shared responsibility,” he says.

Dr. Gopal Dabade, president of Drug Action
Forum, Karnataka, says, “Drug inspectors are the
�rst line of foot soldiers, but they are not adeq-
uately equipped. Punishment for wrongdoing is
also not stringent enough.” He is a part of the All
India Drug Action Network, a group of non-pro-
�ts working to “increase access and improve the
rational use of essential medicines”.

Another reality is the high cost of medicines,
particularly cancer drugs, which can create a pa-
rallel market for cheaper counterfeit versions.
“Better access to good quality and a�ordable
treatment is the crux of the issue,” Dabade says.

Sylvia Karpagam, a public health doctor and
researcher, says people must demand an accoun-
table public health system as part of the election
mandate. She also points to the responsibility of
doctors, and questions the role they play in en-
suring accountability within the healthcare sys-
tem. “Doctors who harp about ‘evidence-based
practice’ in allopathy go mum when such inci-
dents occur. Other than for their own pay
cheques and to oppose any form of regulation,
one barely sees doctors protesting on behalf of
patients,” she says.

She also stresses the importance of adequate
budgets, trained and su�cient sta�, and regular
public scrutiny. “Unless the government has an
ongoing system to prevent drug rackets, and
makes it known to the public through ongoing re-
ports, these kinds of incidents will continue —
some get picked up, and many don’t.”

SIT head C. Vamshikrishna says he cannot
comment on the case while the investigation is
on. Repeated phone calls and messages to reach
Srinivas K. Commissioner of the Food Safety and
Drug Administration, Karnataka, have not elicit-
ed any response.

elizabeth.shilpa@thehindu.co.in;

imran.gowhar@thehindu.co.in

The private farmhouse on the outskirts of C.K. Tandya village that was allegedly being used as a counterfeit drug repackaging and re-labelling facility. MURALI KUMAR K. 

A dangerous dose
of deception
A heap of discarded medical waste near a farmhouse in South Bengaluru district led police to an alleged

counterfeit drug repackaging unit and to an inter-State network supplying medicines to hospitals and clinics. The

counterfeit drugs allegedly reached patients who were being treated for serious illnesses, including cancer. 

Shilpa Elizabeth and Imran Gowhar report on the questions raised on accountability and patient safety 

After my
mother
passed away,
I started
suspecting
something,
perhaps a
nexus, but I
was in no
state of mind
to think 
about it. 
Now I’m
questioning
everything.

MAHESHPRASAD
UPADHYA

The raid at the farmhouse in C.K. Tandya village. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 
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In particular, India’s denial of permission for bi-di-
rectional �ights to the Gautam Buddha Interna-
tional Airport at Bhairahawa near Lumbini and
Pokhara International Airport has caused Nepal
major �nancial losses in debt repayments. 

According to the o�cials, the Shah government
has been positive about its engagement with New
Delhi since it came to power in March this year,
despite some misgivings that led to the cancella-
tion of Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri’s visit to
Kathmandu in May. However, since then, the two
sides have picked up ties, spurred by a visit in June
by Mr. Lamichhane who met Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi in Delhi. 

India and Nepal discuss
�ood recovery, reset ties

From Page One

While Venezuela has never been a dominant
source of oil for India, its share in India’s oil im-
ports stood at a relatively high 6.7% in 2017-18,. 
This share fell slightly to 6.4% in 2018-19.

This is where things changed. In January 2019,
U.S. President Donald Trump once again widened
sanctions on Venezuela to include its oil sector. 

While Venezuela’s share in India’s oil imports
fell to 5.9% in 2019-20, it crashed to 1.1% by 2020-
21, and further to zero by 2021-22. It remained at
zero in 2022-23 as well. 

Under the Biden administration, India res-
umed small amounts of imports from Venezuela,
but its share remained below 1%. However, Mr.
Trump partially lifted sanctions on Venezuelan oil
companies in March 2026 after he orchestrated a
leadership change in the South American nation.
Between April and July 2026, the share of Vene-
zuelan oil in India’s imports swung back up to
4.8%.

Isolating Iran
In November 2018, Mr. Trump reimposed wide-
ranging sanctions on Iran in a bid to quell its sup-
posed nuclear weapon ambitions.Iran’s share of
oil imports fell to 1% after the sanctions and then
to zero by 2020-21. India imported no oil from
Iran for the six years spanning 2020-26.

Then, in March 2026, Mr. Trump once again al-
lowed Iran to sell limited quantities of oil in the
global market. In the four months of April-July
2026, Iran’s share in India’s oil import bill has al-
ready risen to 1.1%.

India’s energy relationship with Russia has
been more resilient, but it too has bowed before
U.S. pressure. Russia’s share in India’s oil imports
rose consistently to largely hover between 30-
40% during the period July 2024 to July 2025. 

However, in August 2025, Mr. Trump hiked ta-
ri�s on India from 25% to 50% as a penalty for its
import of Russian oil. Following this, India gra-
dually began cutting back on Russian oil imports.

Russia’s share in India’s oil import bill fell to
19.3% by February 2026, from nearly double that
when the tari�s were hiked. Then, in February
2026 itself, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down
Mr. Trump’s tari� regime, thereby also removing
the penal tari�s.

Immediately after, India began ramping up its
oil imports from Russia, with the latest data show-
ing Russia’s share hitting more than 51% in July
2026. This also coincided with the start of the U.S.
attack on Iran, the closure of the vital Strait of Hor-
muz, and global oil prices shooting up.

Data suggest Indian oil
buys fall after U.S. curbs

Inside the mosque, piles of bricks and concrete
buried the �oor, wires dangled from cracked walls
and daylight poured through jagged holes in the
roof, while a ceiling fan hung above the wreckage.

Residents said the exchange of �re continued
hours after the coordinated attack.

No group immediately claimed responsibility
for the attack, but suspicion was likely to fall on
the Pakistani Taliban, formally known as Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan, or TTP.

Bombing at mosque in
Pak. kills at least 21

India on Friday strongly re-
jected Islamabad’s allega-
tions regarding the colli-
sion between a Pakistani
vessel and an Indian Navy
warship in the Arabian
Sea. New Delhi had sum-
moned the Pakistani
Charge d’A�aires on Wed-
nesday and lodged a strong
protest over the “unaccep-
table conduct” by the Pa-
kistan Navy vessel. 

The incident happened
on Tuesday night after the
Pakistani vessel closed in
on the frontline Indian Na-
vy warship that was on a
routine surveillance mis-
sion in the north Arabian
Sea, according to the In-
dian side.

The Pakistani Foreign
Ministry had alleged that
the incident happened fol-
lowing a “highly provoca-
tive and unacceptable ac-
tion” by the Indian vessel
in Pakistan’s Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ). 

“We have seen Pakis-
tan’s response to the prot-
est we had lodged. It is the
usual prevarication that we
expected. We reject the al-
legations and insinuations
contained therein,” MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said. The Pakistan side
has once again been “ad-
vised” about the need for
all military units to observe
due care, he said. 

Mr. Jaiswal said the inci-
dent did not cause major
damage to INS Kolkata and
that she remains at sea.

India rejects Pakistan’s
allegations regarding
collision of naval ships 
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

T
he Election Com-
mission of India
(EC) has informed

the Supreme Court that ov-
er 37 lakh of a total 38 lakh
appeals arising out of spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
in West Bengal are still
pending in 19 Tribunals.
The EC said that only
1,02,231 appeals have been
disposed of so far.

Over six months have
passed since the Supreme
Court constituted the Ap-
pellate Tribunals. The
Municipal elections in the
State are drawing near
even as voters’ fate re-
mains in limbo.

The EC a�davit covers
appeals across 24 districts
in West Bengal. It said
38,20,683 appeals were
submitted regarding both
inclusions and exclusions
of voters from the electoral
roll during the SIR exer-
cise. The number of ap-
peals pending is 37,184,52.

The statistics have come
out following a Supreme
Court order after petition-
ers had complained that
the details of the tribunals’
pendency and disposal
rates continue to be a
closely guarded secret in-
stead of being out there in
the public domain.

On August 28, senior ad-
vocate Gopal Sankarana-

rayanan and advocate Ne-
ha Rathi, appearing for
petitioner Prasenjit Bose,
chairperson of the SIR
Committee, West Bengal
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee, had banked on a Right
to Information (RTI) res-
ponse they got from the
election authorities to �ag
the issue of pendency of
the 38-odd lakh appeals.

The petitioner side had
further pointed out that
only seven lakh of these 38
lakh appeals were �led by
disenfranchised voters.
The remaining 31 lakh ap-
peals, were �led by either
the EC or other objectors
to exclude more people
from the West Bengal elec-
toral roll, Mr. Sankarana-
rayanan had submitted.

The EC a�davit, dated

September 16, contains an-
nexures detailing the sepa-
rate, district-wise statistics
of pendency. For instance,
it said 7,47,921 appeals
were �led from Murshida-
bad district, and only 514
appeals were decided.
Likewise, there are
3,03,155 appeals pending
from Uttar Dinajpur dis-
trict, with only 9,104 ap-
peals disposed of.

The a�davit showed
sparser �gures of case dis-
posal arraigned against
other districts like Purba
Bardhaman, where out of
2,80,029 appeals only 131
had been decided by the
tribunals. The EC seemed
to distance itself from the
functioning of these tribu-
nals, saying the appellate
mechanism and accessibil-

ity fall within the Standard
Operating Procedures go-
verning these fora and the
authorities entrusted with
their administration.

“The feasibility, modali-
ties and implementation of
any such measures are
matters best left to the con-
sideration of the Appellate
Tribunal concerned in ac-
cordance with the applica-
ble framework, rather than
being made the subject
matter for directions
against the Respondent
(EC),” the a�davit said.

The top court had di-
rected the EC to �le an a�-
davit segregating the exact
number of appeals �led by
ousted voters seeking re-
inclusion into the West
Bengal electoral roll, and
others wanting more vo-
ters to be excluded from
the roll. The Bench had al-
so asked the EC to consider
a mechanism for updating,
streamlining the progress
of pending appeals before
the tribunals.

“Give us the data. Give
us the breakup of the na-
ture of appeals �led,
whether inclusion or ex-
clusion. Then, we will
make a call as to whether
appeals by disenfranchised
voters seeking re-inclusion
should be prioritised,” Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi, part
of a Bench headed by Chief
Justice Surya Kant, had
observed.

‘Over 37 lakh SIR appeals still
pending in Bengal tribunals’

Status check: Voters look through West Bengal’s post-SIR electoral

rolls after the poll panel released them in February. FILE PHOTO

Election Commission tells court that about 1 lakh appeals have been disposed of so far; a�davit

comes after petitioners had said that the details of pendency and disposal rates remain unknown

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Kuki-Zos were about to
�nalise a political peace
pact with the Union Home
Ministry and the Manipur
government a day before
ethnic violence between
the Kuki-Zo and Meitei pe-
ople erupted in Manipur
on May 3, 2023, a spokes-
person of an insurgent
group said.

Aron Kipgen, the spo-
kesperson of the United
People’s Front (UPF), a Ku-
ki-Zo group that signed the
Suspension of Operations
(SoO) pact with the Minis-
try and the Manipur go-
vernment, told The Hindu
that they were conveyed
Home Minister Amit Shah’s
message to either culmi-
nate the political settle-
ment or wind up the pact
�rst signed in 2008 follow-
ing Naga-Kuki violence.

Mr. Kipgen said negotia-
tions before May 2023 fo-
cused on autonomy with

executive, �nancial, and
judicial powers. But after
the displacement of the
Kuki-Zo people following
the violence, the groups
have changed their de-
mand to a separate admi-
nistration, including a Un-
ion Territory with a
legislature or a similar con-
stitutional arrangement.

He said that under the
SoO pact, representatives
of the Kuki National Organ-
isation (KNO) and the UPF,
the two umbrella bodies of
Kuki-Zo insurgent groups,
met the Centre’s interlocu-
tor A.K. Mishra and Intelli-
gence Bureau o�cials in
Imphal on May 2, 2023.
The meeting was convened
after Mr. Shah directed o�-
cials to fast-track the peace
process, he said.

“The message was that
SoO needs to come to an
end. Meaning, if a political
solution can be reached, it
is time to implement it.
And if a political solution
cannot be reached, it is

time to close the chapter,”
Mr. Kipgen said.

Mr. Kipgen said the KNO
and UPF representatives
went to the May 2 meeting
expecting that the negotia-
tions would continue over
the following few days and
culminate in a political set-
tlement in New Delhi.

“We were expecting that
on May 3, the negotiation
will continue, on May 4 it
will continue and might
continue till May 5 or 6.
Following [that], the team
would have been taken to
New Delhi to sign a politi-
cal settlement pact in the

presence of the Union
Home Minister,” he said.

According to Mr. Kip-
gen, the negotiations until
May 2023 centred on an
autonomous arrangement
drawing from provisions of
the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution and then
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh was aware of the
deal.

The Kuki-Zo groups had
sought �nancial autonomy
and executive and judicial
powers, he said, adding
that they also wanted re-
cognition of the communi-
ty’s customary practices

and traditional justice me-
chanisms under the pro-
posed arrangement.

“There were some
points where the interlocu-
tor brought up something
we could not agree [to]. In
any negotiation, it cannot
be 100% agreed upon.
Some negotiations were
kept pending, where the
solution could be reached
and that could be conti-
nued,” he said.

Solution derailed
Mr. Kipgen said the talks
had nevertheless pro-
gressed su�ciently for the
groups to believe that the
outstanding issues could
be resolved. But the vio-
lence that broke out the
following day brought the
negotiations to an abrupt
halt, he said.

“We never believed that
communal clashes in Mani-
pur would happen on a
date when the situation
was on the verge of bring-
ing a political solution,”

Mr. Kipgen said. He alleged
that the violence appeared
to have been planned and
claimed that Kuki-Zo hous-
es in mixed neighbour-
hoods in Imphal had been
selectively targeted. He
said the mass displace-
ment and geographical
separation of the Kuki-Zo
and Meitei communities af-
ter May 3, 2023, funda-
mentally altered the pre-
mise on which the groups
had negotiated with the
Centre before.

“The whole community
has come with one resolu-
tion that we can no longer
stay under the same admi-
nistration. We need a sepa-
rate administration,” he
said. He added that the
Centre had conveyed
through its interlocutor
that it did not have a policy
of creating new Union Ter-
ritories. The Kuki-Zo
groups, however, continue
to press for a constitutional
arrangement providing a
separate administration.

‘Settlement discussed with govt. day before Manipur violence’ 
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Barely a year after he was
acquitted in all 13 cases re-
lated to the sensational
Nithari killings, Surendra
Koli, the man at the centre
of the cases, was found
dead in Haridwar, the pol-
ice said on Friday.

According to Haridwar
City Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Shishupal
Singh Negi, Koli was found
hanging inside a new tea
stall that he had been oper-
ating in the Saprishi area.
“A police team reached the
tea stall after locals report-
ed a body hanging inside,
and identi�ed him as Su-
rendra Koli from an Aad-
haar card found in his
pocket,” the o�cial said.
He added that prima facie
it appeared that Koli died

by suicide. “A forensic
team was asked to examine
the crime scene and the
body was sent for post-
mortem,” said Mr. Negi. 

Narayan Singh, a social
activist from Koli’s home-
town, who helped him in
�ghting the cases against
him, said he had recently
given him ₹25,000 to start
a tea stall. “I am not sure
why will he kill himself
when he had future plans,”
Mr. Singh asked.

In 2006, Nithari village

in Noida’s Sector 31 came
into national spotlight after
a number of children went
missing. 

Skeletal remains were
discovered in a drain near
the house of businessman
Moninder Singh Pandher
in Nithari. Koli was a dom-
estic worker employed at
Pandher’s house. Koli and
Pandher were arrested in
connection with 16 cases.
However, both were ac-
quitted at di�erent stages
after a long legal process.

A major turn in the case
came in October 2023,
when the Allahabad High
Court acquitted Koli in all
cases. The Supreme Court
upheld the acquittal in No-
vember 2025 and ordered
Koli’s release.

(For those in distress,
counselling is available at
Tele MANAS 14416)

Koli, acquitted in Nithari killings
case, found dead in Haridwar

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Surendra Koli

Around 12,000 Central In-
dustrial Security Force
(CISF) personnel have
been deployed across
Jharkhand and West Ben-
gal to crack down on coal
pilferage and the organised
coal ma�a, the force said
on Friday.

CISF Director-General
Praveer Ranjan conducted
a three-day operational re-
view of coal-producing re-
gions from September 16 to
18. “Guarding the treacher-
ous terrains of the coal
belt, over 12,000 CISF per-
sonnel deployed across 10
units are now engaged in a
relentless battle against a
long-thriving, organised
coal ma�a,” the CISF said.

CISF deployed
against coal
ma�a across
two States

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The BJP has nominated Hasirani Rath, mother of
Chandranath Rath, Mr. Adhikari’s former aide
who was killed on May 6.

Bypolls to Nandigram and Rejinagar Assembly
seat are scheduled on October 6. Rejinagar has
been vacated by Humayun Kabir, a former Trina-
mool leader who �oated the Aam Janata Unnayan
Party and also won the Nowda seat.

According to the Election Commission rules,
under Para 15 of the Election Symbols (Reserva-
tion & Allotment) Order 1968, if an election or bye-
lection is imminent and the poll body cannot im-
mediately verify a clear majority or conclude
substantive proceedings, it may temporarily
freeze, through an interim order, the parent par-
ty’s name and o�cial symbol so that neither fac-
tion uses them. Instead, they are directed to sub-
mit preferences for alternative temporary names
(often including a linkage to the parent party) and
choose separate symbols from the EC’s list of free
symbols, for ongoing polls.

(With inputs from Sreeparna Chakrabarty)

Mamata-backed Cong.
nominee arrested

Tamil Nadu Governor Ra-
jendra Vishwanath Arlekar
has sought clari�cations
from the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment regarding some
provisions of the Tamil Na-
du Private Universities
(Amendment) Bill, 2026,
which was passed by the
Assembly recently.

Sources told The Hindu
that the Bill is still under
the consideration of the
Governor, who has sought
a brie�ng from the govern-
ment on some of its provi-
sions. The sources clari�ed
this following reports that
Mr. Arlekar had reserved
the Bill for consideration
by the President.

A total of 13 Bills were
passed by the Assembly in
the recent Budget session.
Of them, the Tamil Nadu
Private Universities
(Amendment) Bill had at-
tracted severe criticism
from the Opposition. Bar-
ring this Bill, the Governor
has accorded assent to the
12 other Bills.

The Tamil Nadu Private
Universities Act, 2019,
mandates that a minimum
of 100 acres of contiguous
land be required for the es-
tablishment of a private
university. It also requires
the sponsoring body to es-
tablish a permanent en-
dowment fund of at least
₹50 crore.

The amendment Bill
seeks to reduce the land re-

quirement to 12 acres in
the Greater Chennai Cor-
poration (GCC) area, 18
acres in other municipal
corporations and munici-
pal councils, and 25 acres
in other areas. It also pro-
poses to reduce the perma-
nent endowment fund re-
quirement to ₹25 crore.

Opposition’s charge
Some Opposition parties
had alleged that the Bill
would lead to the commer-
cialisation of education. A
cross-section of teachers of
colleges and universities
too opposed the Bill and
said that it would under-
mine the State-run educa-
tion system meant to pro-
vide scope for the public to
pursue higher education. 

However, Minister for
Higher Education P. Viswa-
nathan had said the aim
was to facilitate the esta-
blishment of world-class
private universities

T.N. Governor seeks
clari�cations from
govt. on varsities Bill

Barring this Bill, the Governor

has accorded assent to the 12

other Bills. FILE PHOTO

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI
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T
he Congress has
come out in sup-
port of former

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee as the
Election Commission (EC)
froze the name and symbol
of the Trinamool Congress.

The Commission on
Thursday, barred both fac-
tions — led by Mamata Ba-
nerjee and Ritabrata Ba-
nerjee, from using the
party symbol and name in
the Assembly bypolls sche-
duled for October 6 in Nan-
digram and Rejinagar of
West Bengal.

After defecting from the
Congress, Ms. Banerjee set
up the Trinamool Con-
gress, with the symbol of
grass and twin �owers,
about 28 years ago, in 1998.
She defeated the Left Front
government in the 2011 As-
sembly polls and served as
Chief Minister of the State
for 15 years, before losing
to the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) in the 2026 As-
sembly polls.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi criticised the
EC and said that the �ght is
not just Mamata Banerjee’s
�ght. 

“It’s the �ght of every
political party, every voter
who wants free and fair
elections,” he posted on
social media.

The Congress leader
said that when an entire
party can be stolen, it is
hardly surprising that the
votes of millions of Indians
can be stolen too.

“Vote theft. Govern-
ment theft. Now party
theft — these have become

symbols of our democratic
decline. The ECI’s constitu-
tional responsibility is to
protect the mandate — but
instead, it’s aiding those
very forces that overturn
the people’s verdict,” he
posted on social media
platform X.

Mr. Gandhi recalled that
�rst it was Shiv Sena, then
NCP, and now Trinamool
Congress. “Every time, the
same pattern — BJP and the
Election Commission join
forces to split a party. Then
its election symbol is
snatched away,” he said.

Congress general secre-
tary (organisation) K.C. Ve-

nugopal, in a social media
post, condemned the
move and demanded that
the EC immediately restore
the party symbol to Mama-
ta Banerjee.

‘EC’s gift to Modi’
“Freezing the AITC name
and symbol — after a bla-
tantly unconstitutional hi-
jack by the BJP — is CEC
Gyanesh Kumar’s late-
night birthday gift to Modi-
ji. Those who fought
against the BJP, under Ma-
mata Banerjee’s leader-
ship, are now being given
the red carpet to rebel
against her and commit
the unconstitutional sin of
defection with the ECI’s
help,” Mr. Venugopal said.

Observing that whoever
opposes the BJP is dealt a
fatal blow and their entire
electoral existence is
snatched away from them,
the Congress leader said
that the EC has once again
proven that it is nothing
more than a puppet in the
hands of the BJP — a tool to
destroy democracy bit by
bit.

EC should restore party
symbol to Mamata: Cong.
Rahul says the �ght is not Mamata’s alone, but that of every party and voter who wants fair polls;

Venugopal terms freeze on Trinamool name, symbol as CEC’s ‘late-night birthday gift to Modiji’

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Janata Dal (United) leader
Nishant Kumar, son of
former Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar, was un-
animously projected as the
party’s future and the next
Chief Minister of the State
during a crucial JD(U)
meeting held at the party
o�ce in Patna on Friday.

JD(U) national president
Nitish Kumar, MLAs, MLCs
and other senior leaders of
the party attended the
meeting. It was a one-day
orientation and training
programme for newly
elected JD(U) MLAs and
MLCs.

Soon after the meeting,
Barauli MLA Manjeet Ku-
mar Singh said: “There is
no doubt, Nishant Kumar
is our leader, and he has all
the abilities to lead the par-
ty and the State. We all
want him to lead Bihar in
the coming days,” Mr.
Singh said.

Mr. Nishant did not
react to his projection as
future Chief Minister but
rather chose to use the
platform to attack the Op-
position Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD).

JD(U) leaders
back Nishant
as the future
CM of Bihar

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

In response to Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi’s alle-
gations of “government
theft” and “party theft” af-
ter the Trinamool Con-
gress symbol freeze, the
BJP on Friday said the Con-
gress’s history was replete
with instances of “betray-
ing allies and bringing
down elected
governments”.

The Election Commis-
sion had barred two fac-
tions of the Trinamool
from using the existing
party symbol and name,
and allotted them fresh
symbols and names for use
in the upcoming Assembly
bypolls.

BJP MP and spokesper-
son Sudhanshu Trivedi de-
scribed the Congress as the
“Bhasmasur” of Indian
politics, alleging that
whoever came in contact
with it was eventually
destroyed.

At a press conference,
he said that “the Congress,
throughout its history, has
betrayed its allies, brought
down elected State govern-
ments in an unconstitu-
tional manner, and repeat-

edly divided the party by
sidelining even its own vet-
eran leaders”, while the
BJP was “a symbol of de-
mocratic values and
unity”.

“Rahul Gandhi cannot
even read enough to un-
derstand that the full form
of NCP is ‘Nationalist Con-
gress Party’ and that the
name of the Trinamool
Congress also contains the
word ‘Congress’. Sharad
Pawar separated from the
Congress in 1999 over the
issue of leadership by a
person of foreign origin,
while Mamata Banerjee left
the party in 1997 after be-
ing distressed by the inter-
nal situation within the
Congress, and later ousted
the Congress itself from
West Bengal,” Mr. Trivedi
said.

He accused the Con-
gress of sidelining and un-
dermining several people,
including its own leaders,
over the years. “...in the
1969 Presidential election,
Indira Gandhi called for
votes against her own par-
ty’s candidate, Neelam
Sanjiva Reddy”, said the
BJP leader.

He further alleged that
senior Congress leader
Ashok Gehlot was recently
“prevented from becoming
Congress president”. “The
betrayal of Chaudhary
Charan Singh during the
Janata Party regime, the
merger of the Lok Dal in
Haryana in 1980, and the
absorption of Chimanbhai
Patel’s Janata Dal into the
Congress in 1992” were
among the alleged instanc-
es he cited.

Congress betrayed allies,
sidelined veterans: BJP
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday
contested Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Fi-
nance chairperson Bhar-
truhari Mahtab’s reported
assertion that Opposition
members had supported
the panel’s recommenda-
tion to explore a merchant
discount rate (MDR) on
high-value UPI transac-
tions, calling the claim “er-
roneous and fallacious”.

Congress MP Manish Te-
wari, a member of the
committee, said the sug-
gestion that Opposition
members had endorsed
the proposal by not record-
ing a dissent was “un-

founded and unfortunate”.
“With great respect, this

is both erroneous and falla-
cious and therefore face-
tious,” Mr. Tewari said, re-
ferring to the BJP MP’s
assertion that the Congress
MPs on the panel endorsed
the move.

Only to ‘explore’
Responding to reports qu-
oting Mr. Mahtab as saying
that the presence of Oppo-
sition members and their
participation in the panel’s
report were matters of re-
cord, Mr. Tewari said the
committee’s recommenda-
tion was only to “explore”
a revenue model for sus-
taining the UPI ecosystem.

“The core of the com-

mittee’s recommenda-
tion... is as follows: ‘The
Committee recommend
that while the proposed 3-
year multi-year scheme
and cash back components
are necessary to democra-
tise digital payments in un-
tapped Tier 3-6 cities, the
Department of Financial
Services must concurrent-
ly explore a self-reliant,
tiered revenue model’,” he
said in a post on X.

Mr. Tewari said the go-
vernment’s subsequent ac-
tion-taken report, laid in
the Lok Sabha on August
12, similarly stated that the
Department of Financial
Services was “currently ex-
ploring” two options — res-
toring MDR for certain

high-threshold transac-
tions and adopting a tiered
incentive structure to
phase out government
support.

“The key word is ‘ex-
plore’,” he said, adding
that the proposal to actual-
ly levy a transaction fee on
digital payments had never
subsequently come up be-
fore the committee.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge of communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh,
tagging Mr. Tewari’s post,
said Mr. Mahtab was “oth-
erwise a seasoned and sob-
er Parliamentarian but is
2024 Batch Odisha cadre of
the BJP”. “This explains his
eagerness to mislead and
misinform,” he said on X.

Congress disputes panel chairperson’s
claim on its MPs supporting UPI MDR
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

At the �rst meeting of Par-
liament’s Joint Committee
on the Foreign Contribu-
tion (Regulation) Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, members
raised a barrage of ques-
tions on the proposed
changes. The thrust of the
ruling party MPs’ queries
was on the utilisation of fo-
reign contributions, while
Opposition members ques-
tioned provisions dealing
with assets when an organ-
isation’s FCRA licence is
cancelled.

The Opposition object-
ed to the provision relating
to the “designated authori-
ty”, which will have a wide
ambit of powers. Under
the provision, if an organi-
sation’s FCRA certi�cate is
cancelled, surrendered, or
lapses automatically, fo-
reign contributions and all
assets created from them
would vest in a govern-
ment-appointed “designat-
ed authority”, without a
prior hearing or judicial
determination.

The Ministry of Home
A�airs (MHA), in its sub-
mission, said the proposed
amendments are aimed at
making the use of foreign
contributions more tran-
sparent and accountable.

Ministry representatives
also argued that the provi-
sion for a “designated auth-
ority” is not new to the law.
Under the existing legisla-
tion, there is a provision
for a “prescribed authori-
ty”, which, according to a
noti�cation issued on No-
vember 5, 2018, is the Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary or
Principal Secretary (Home)
of the concerned State or
Union Territory.

However, under the cur-
rent law, there is no dea-
dline for such custodian-
ship, leaving the
“prescribed authority” as a
“passive custodian” unable
to take “substantive deci-
sions on assets”. 

There is also no stan-
dard procedure for taking
possession of such assets,

maintaining inventories or
segregating foreign-contri-
bution assets from domes-
tically funded ones, the Mi-
nistry said in its
submission, according to
sources.

O�cials further argued
that in cases of prolonged
custodianship, States may
face budgetary and man-
power constraints in ma-
naging vested institutions
such as schools, hospitals
and orphanages. The exist-
ing law is also silent on the
�nal disposal of assets and
the treatment of places of
worship, they said.

According to sources,
several Opposition mem-
bers, including the DMK’s
P. Wilson and the Trina-
mool Congress’ Menaka
Guruswamy, argued that

deprivation of property
cannot be permitted with-
out a prior hearing under
Article 300A of the
Constitution.

The MHA’s presentation
also came under �re for ca-
taloguing foreign contribu-
tions received by di�erent
religious groups and high-
lighting that a majority of
the funds were received by
Christian organisations.

Members questioned
the Ministry’s rationale for
segregating contributions
received under religious
heads.

‘National security law’
The FCRA was enacted in
1976 at the height of Cold
War geopolitics, amid deep
mistrust of Western in-
�uence and heightened
sensitivity regarding
threats to India’s sove-
reignty and democratic
institutions.

Prior to 1976, NGOs re-
ceiving foreign funds oper-
ated under general laws
such as the Societies Regis-
tration Act, the Trusts Act
and the Companies Act,
with no centralised me-
chanism to monitor fo-
reign contributions. 

Citing this backdrop, the
MHA said the latest amend-
ment is, at its core, a “na-
tional security” legislation.

JPC members question Centre on
FCRA Bill’s asset takeover provisions 
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Many Opposition MPs had demanded the withdrawal of the FCRA

Bill during the Budget Session of the Parliament in April. ANI

The Congress on Friday
questioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s silence
over the Supreme Court-
ordered preliminary CBI
inquiry into allegations of
irregularities in the award
of public works contracts
worth about ₹1,270 crore
to �rms linked to the fami-
ly members of Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pe-
ma Khandu.

Congress general secre-
tary (communications) Jai-
ram Ramesh said Mr.
Khandu should have re-
signed, or have been asked
to resign, after the Su-
preme Court directed the
CBI to conduct a prelimin-
ary inquiry into the matter.

“But both the CM and
his Supreme Leader the
PM decided to brazen it
out,” Mr. Ramesh said in a
post on X.

He said the Supreme
Court, on August 24, had
noted that instead of pro-
viding the relevant docu-
ments, the State govern-
ment had supplied “huge
chunks of documents” to
the CBI. “It is extraordin-
ary and totally unaccepta-
ble that the CM continues
in o�ce...,” he said.

Cong. targets
PM over CBI
probe against
Arunachal CM

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Friday cau-
tioned young people
against getting consumed
by ego, saying the belief
that everything is under
one’s control and should
happen according to one’s
wishes is a misconception.

“Take the example of
the Sun. Even if you do not
believe in the Sun, it will
still rise and set,” Mr. Bhag-
wat said while speaking at
the ‘Yuva Dharma Sansad’
in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh.

He added that people
should not live under the
illusion that everything op-

erates according to their
control and highlighted
that “if there is a rise, there
will also be a fall”.

Regarding the de�nition
of secularism, the RSS
chief termed it a modern
concept that does not �t
India’s traditional under-

standing of the relation-
ship between religion, so-
ciety and the state.

He said India’s approach
has traditionally been
based on non-discrimina-
tion and equal respect for
di�erent religious paths.

Mr. Bhagwat also urged
young people to respect
their own chosen form of
worship while showing
equal respect for the prac-
tices of others.

Sharing his understand-
ing of the Western concept
of secularism, the RSS
chief said it emerged from
a historical con�ict bet-
ween kings and religious
authorities. “....there was a
con�ict between kings and
religious authorities over

who should have power.
After much bloodshed, a
compromise was reached
which was that the king
would look after this
world, and the religious
authorities would look af-
ter the other world. So,
secular came to mean the
material or worldly
sphere,” he said adding
that India’s tradition seeks
both material prosperity
and freedom from anger,
greed and jealousy, view-
ing life holistically through
dharma. Hence “secular
does not �t the Indian con-
text”, he said, claiming
that “whenever India was
governed by Indians, the
country followed the path
of dharma”.

Secularism is a ‘modern’ concept, does
not �t India’s tradition, says RSS chief
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Mohan Bhagwat 
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One is always advised to examine something that comes
very easily in life, since nothing is easy to get in this world
and to have a higher purpose. Considering that it is human
nature to centre all our actions around the human body,
we �nd it di�cult to disown everything in this world and
focus only on God. One should not worry if one has the
mentality to handle the vagaries of worldly life, since Lord
Krishna says to not worry about it, but surrender to Him.
One should place one’s mind in Krishna and believe that
He will uplift us, said Swami Sivayoganandha.

Krishna is just a hand stretch away, if one can develop
the bhakti the right way. There are many ways to reach
Him and it is possible to try one of them. In order to attain
the goal, one should prepare oneself. How? In Chapter 12,
verse 8, Krishna says, “Fix your mind upon Me alone. Af-
ter that, you will be within me, without doubt.” In order to
do that, one should align both the mind (emotions) and
the intellect. The two are two sides of a coin and while one
side might want God, the other would want only God. It is
not enough to place an idol or an image in one’s puja
room; one should place Him in one’s mind and see the
world through Him. Krishna assures the devotee that
when the mind is thus �xed upon Him, the devotee will re-
main with Him always, not merely in the present and the
future, but beyond that as well.

One of the astounding aspects of the human mind is its
ability to determine intention, especially when it comes to
worldly matters. It is �ne to ask Krishna for various things
in life. However, one should have the determination and
the wisdom to pray to Krishna saying, “I need You.” 

Fix the mind on Krishna

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

An Indian-born cheetah has given birth to four
cubs in Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno National Park,
months after her previous four cubs were killed in
a leopard attack. The latest litter has taken the
total population to 56. Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav announced the latest litter, on
X, which comes a day after India’s Project
Cheetah, the reintroduction programme for the
big cat species, turned four. Speaking to The
Hindu, Kuno Field Director and Project Cheetah
Director Uttam Kumar Sharma said the four cubs
appeared to be healthy and a team was keeping a
watch without disturbing the mother the cubs.

Indian-born cheetah gives
birth to four cubs at Kuno

The National Testing Agency on Friday declared
results for re-test of UGC-NET papers for English,
commerce and sociology. The NTA last month
announced the re-test for the three papers of the
UGC-NET June 2026 examination following
complaints about several errors in these papers.
“UGC NET June 2026 Examination Results
Declared for English, Commerce, and Sociology.
Candidates can view and download their score
cards through the o�cial website,” the National
Testing Agency (NTA) said in a post on X. The
English and the commerce paper were held on
September 9, while the sociology paper was held
on September 10. PTI

UGC-NET results for re-test
of three papers announced

Three local persons were held in Pir Panjal
valley’s Rajouri district on Friday for allegedly
providing logistical support to in�ltrating
terrorists of the Lashkar-e-Taiba in the region,
the Jammu and Kashmir Police said on Friday.
“The three accused persons were allegedly part
of a logistic support module linked to the
proscribed terrorist out�t LeT,” they said. The
arrested people were identi�ed as Mohammad
Azam, Zakir Hussain and Mohammad Mushtaq,
the police said, adding that the accused allegedly
“harboured and facilitated the movement of
terrorists”, and “provided shelter and logistical
assistance to multiple terrorist groups”.

3 held in J&K for ‘providing
logistical support’ to terrorists

J&K’s Lieutenant-Governor (L-G) Manoj Sinha on
Friday �agged o� the Harmukh–Gangbal
pilgrimage at Ganderbal in central Kashmir. He
described Harmukh as the abode of Lord Shiva.
“Mount Harmukh, also known as Harmukut, is
revered as the abode of Lord Shiva, while
Gangbal Lake at 14,500 feet is regarded as the
sacred presence of Mother Ganga,” said Mr.
Sinha, while citing the Nilamata Purana. Mr.
Sinha urged pilgrims to pledge to protect nature,
especially in the context of climate change and
environmental challenges. Such spiritual
journeys strengthen the nation’s soul and
collective consciousness, he added.

J&K L-G Sinha �ags o� the
Harmukh-Gangbal pilgrimage
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Across

8 Graduate at King University in capital (4)

9 State: I had returned with nothing (5)

10 Fever from time covering youth centre (4)

11 African rode out from ladies' room agitatedly (6)

12 Resemble John Kelvin and be attracted to (4,4)

13 Dangerous creature from No.1 Corps, perhaps (8)

15 Spiritual session from Connery at church (6)

17 Setter and that lady from London wander in a circuitous
manner (7)

19 A testing facility by American Medical Association in state (7)

22 Search for a forge under construction (6)

24 Last amulet broken up carried note (8)

26 Steer one vehicle in reverse at entrance (8)

28 Editor cooked bile that can be consumed (6)

30 Wealthy! Having lots of oil! (4)

31 Beats in places for social gathering (5)

32 Bird nesting in winter nest (4)

Down

1 In short, Mansoor Ali Khan's love for shark (4)

2 Islander's god placed under rug protected by local star (8)

3 Setter leaves mini-bike damaged in island (6)

4 Chivalrous girl with trainee soldier (7)

5 Huge lasso thrown by colonel (8)

6 Ali had dissected flower (6)

7 Food from Kentucky (4)

14 Belief in sacred order (5)

16 Celestial visitor comes endlessly... with a bit of tail (5)

18 Cheap, yet extraordinary device useful for dressing up as a
pirate (8)

20 Meet by accident? (4,4)

21 Exclude and lure (4,3)

23 Get o�! It's on fire! (6)

25 Tiny nest built around eastern yard (6)

27 Letter in Arabic from Halifax (4)

29 To some extent strangely restless, one has to be plucky to play
this instrument (4)
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A
fter the 2026 ques-
tion paper leaks
and with NEET-UG

2027 just months away, the
Union government told the
Supreme Court on Friday
that a switch from the writ-
ten examination to compu-
ter-based mode was still
under “active considera-
tion” and “something will
have to be done”.

Appearing before a
Bench of Justices P.S. Nara-
simha and Alok Aradhe,
Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta, who also repre-
sents the National Testing
Agency (NTA), was res-
ponding to a petitioner’s
argument that the govern-
ment must clarify the ex-
amination mode for NEET-
UG 2027.

Mr. Mehta responded
that both the government
and the High-Powered
Task Force chaired by Info-
sys co-founder Nandan Ni-
lekani were “cognisant” of
the issue. “It is nearing the
next exam. Something will
have to be done. It is under
active consideration,” Mr.
Mehta stated. The court di-
rected the Nilekani task
force to �le an a�davit

within two weeks. Towards
the end of the hearing, Jus-
tice Narasimha remarked
that reforms would “take
about a year to become en-
trenched… Filling up of
posts, various verticals,
specialised personnel, in-
frastructure, digitisation,
transition from written to
digital exam”.

The NTA has been un-
der the Supreme Court’s
scanner since the 2026
leaks, which left nearly 23
lakh students stranded, led
to protests and violence in
the national capital, and,
ultimately, the resignation
of the then Education
Minister.

The task force was
formed by the government
to recommend technologi-

cal reforms to make the
conduct of public examina-
tions under the NTA
leak-proof.

Earlier CBT proposal
In May 2026, an NTA a�da-
vit con�rmed that the
agency was ready to
change to the computer-
based test (CBT) mode the
following year. The agency
had noted that a High-Le-
vel Committee of Experts
(HLCE) had recommended
the move.

“The transition will be
implemented from the
next examination cycle in
consultation with the Mi-
nistry of Health and Family
Welfare (the client Ministry
for NEET-UG) — thereby
bringing all major NTA ex-

aminations onto the CBT
platform,” the a�davit had
said.

More recently, the go-
vernment and the NTA
were of the opinion in
court to take the “�nal ap-
proach” to CBT mode only
after considering the re-
commendations of the Ni-
lekani task force. Mr. Meh-
ta said the task force may
submit the report by the
end of September 2026.
The top law o�cer said the
Nilekani task force had al-
ready held consultations
with the chairman of the
High Powered Steering
Committee (HPSC) on NTA
Reforms, Dr. K. Radhak-
rishnan. The HPSC had
been constituted earlier to
suggest measures for a
comprehensive “clean-up”
of systemic issues haunting
the conduct of NEET-UG
examinations.

“But we are still con-
cerned. Today, there are
only committees. When
are their recommenda-
tions going to be imple-
mented on the ground?”
Justice Narasimha asked
the law o�cer.

Mr. Mehta agreed that
the Nilekani committee
was only the “starting
point” on the road to re-

forms. Justice Narasimha
said the judges intended to
come to the NTA o�ces
personally to monitor its
functioning. “We will come
there one day. Myself and
my brother. We will come
and see if the system is ac-
tually working, whether
there is enough manpow-
er… We will drop in and
see,” Justice Narasimha
said.

The court said the NTA
should have structural sta-
bility through permanent
o�ces and sta�. At least
half of its workforce must
be permanent employees
rather than deputed o�-
cials. 

The court said that the
senior leadership must be
drawn from diverse spe-
cialised services to build
strong institutional memo-
ry, ensuring that the re-
forms persist even after of-
�cials are transferred out.
The Bench said consulta-
tions with domain experts
were an essential part of
reform. The court record-
ed in its order that the NTA
was “transitioning from ex-
am-speci�c units to func-
tional vertical structure to
build specialised domain-
speci�c capabilities across
core operational areas”.

Shift to computer-based NEET-UG
under ‘active consideration’: Centre

Nearly 23 lakh students had registered for NEET-UG 2026, which was

scarred by controversy after a paper leak. FILE PHOTO

Nilekani-led task force may submit report by September-end; SC asks when reforms will be implemented on ground; it says

NTA should have structural stability through permanent o�ces and half of its workforce must be permanent employees

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Marathi �lm Gondhal has
been chosen as India’s o�-
cial entry to the Oscars
2027, the Film Federation
of India announced on
Friday.

Written and directed by
Santosh Davakhar, the �lm
is set in rural Maharashtra
and plays out over a night
of a traditional ritual
centred around a new-
lywed couple.

The �lm was chosen as
India’s submission for Best
International Feature cate-
gory for the 99th Academy
Awards from a list of 33
�lms, said P. Sheshadri,
chairperson of the selec-
tion committee.

“This year we’ve had
four Marathi �lms, 14 Hindi
�lms, and other �lms, all
the �lms were good. It’s a
happy moment for Indian
cinema, for Marathi cine-
ma. This time the o�cial

entry is Gondhal,” Mr.
Sheshadri said at a press
conference here.

“We’ve watched 33 �lms
in last 10 days of di�erent
languages. There were ma-
ny other good �lms for
which we were debating
about. Angh and Ikkis were
in top three list apart from
Gondhal,” he added.

“Gondhal had its world
premiere at the 56th Inter-
national Film Festival of In-
dia (IFFI) in Goa in 2025 in
the Indian Panorama seg-
ment. Davakhar won the

Silver Peacock for Best Di-
rector at the festival.

Set against the midnight
carnival of the ritualistic
Gondhal dance in rural
Maharashtra, the movie
follows Suman, a woman
trapped in an oppressive
marriage, who plots a mur-
der and an escape with her
forbidden lover, blurring
the lines between devo-
tion, deception and fate.

No Indian winner so far
No Indian �lm has man-
aged to win in the Best In-
ternational Feature �lm
segment so far, which was
earlier known as the Best
Foreign Film category.

Only three Indian �lms
have received nominations
in the category — Meh-
mood Khan’s Mother In-
dia, Mira Nair’s Salaam
Bombay and Ashutosh Go-
warikar’s Lagaan. 

The 99th Oscars will
take place on Sunday,
March 14, 2027.

Marathi �lm Gondhal is
India’s pick for Oscars 2027
Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

A still from Gondhal. SPECIAL

ARRANGEMENT 

A handover ceremony of
various military and civil
rotary wing aviation along
with pilot training plat-
forms developed by Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Limit-
ed (HAL) was held in
Bengaluru on Friday. De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Union Minister
for Civil Aviation K. Ram-
mohan Naidu were
present.

HAL handed over two
Light Combat Aircraft
trainers to the Indian Air
Force (IAF), completing
the twin seater deliveries
under the Final Operation-
al Clearance contract. HAL
said that the twin seaters
are intended to facilitate
the graduation of trainee
pilots from the twin-seat
platform to �ghter aircraft.

Four Dhruv Next Gener-
ation helicopters were also
handed over to Pawan

Hans Limited, marking the
induction of the civil-certi-
�ed Dhruv NG into the civil
aviation segment. The
Dhruv NG is a 5.5-tonne,
light twin-engine, multi-
role helicopter developed
by the HAL to address de-
manding operating condi-
tions in India and has been
upgraded for the require-
ments of the global civil
aviation market.

The Hindustan Turbo
Trainer-40 (HTT-40), a bas-
ic trainer aircraft intended
to meet the primary train-

ing requirements of the In-
dian defence services, was
also handed over to the
IAF. The HTT-40 aircraft is
designed to support multi-
ple stages of basic pilot
training, including aero-
batics, instrument �ying,
and navigation. 

Mr. Singh called for real-
istic project timelines to
address delays in ongoing
projects. He added that
there was no need to view
public and private sectors
as competitors but to look
at them as collaborators. 

HAL hands over two LCA
trainer plane to Air Force
Hemanth C.S. 
BENGALURU

Rajnath Singh, Rammohan Naidu, Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh and

others during the handing-over ceremony in Bengaluru. PTI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has regis-
tered a fresh case against
Reliance Capital Ltd.
(RCAP), its former chair-
man Anil Ambani, and oth-
ers, alleging that they
caused a loss of ₹2,684.57
crore to the Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC).

The �rst information re-
port (FIR) also names Sat-
ish Seth as the then group
managing director of Re-
liance Anil Dhirubhai Am-
bani Group, besides un-
known public servants and
others.

In its complaint, the LIC
said that from April 12,
2012, to March 9, 2018, it
subscribed to �ve non-con-
vertible debentures (NCDs)
aggregating ₹3,900 crore
issued by RCAP for general
corporate purposes, fund-
ing requirements, and re�-
nancing of existing debt. 

According to the CBI,
the accused persons
caused a wrongful loss of
₹2,684.57 crore to the LIC
and corresponding wrong-
ful gain to themselves and
other bene�ciaries. It al-
leged that they dishonestly
induced the LIC to invest in
RCAP through misrepre-
sentation and thereafter
fraudulently diverting the
said funds.

CBI registers
fresh case
against RCAP,
Anil Ambani

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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The mega ₹22,569-crore initial public o�ering of
the National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) was
fully subscribed on the second day of bidding on
Friday, driven by encouraging response from
quali�ed institutional buyers and
non-institutional investors. The NSE IPO received
bids for 8,88,23,000 shares against 8,86,42,911
shares on o�er, as per data available with the BSE
till 2:56 PM. The category for Quali�ed
Institutional Buyers (QIBs) was subscribed 1.32
times, while the non-institutional investors
portion garnered 1.37 times subscription. The
retail investors quota received 66 per cent
subscription. The o�ering is India’s
second-largest public issue after Hyundai Motor
India’s ₹27,870-crore IPO in 2024. PTI

NSE’s ₹22,569-crore IPO 
fully subscribed on Day 2

INBRIEF
�

Concerns that introducing a Merchant Discount
Rate (MDR) would spur a surge in cash
transactions are unlikely to materialise, RBI
Deputy Governor Shirish Chandra Murmu said
on Friday, adding that it was only an “initial
apprehension”. “I don’t think that apprehension
will come true,” he addressing a �nancial market
conclave. “Because it is a major shift in terms of
how basically you are recovering the cost. So,
that’s why it may be apprehension only. I don’t
think this will have any impact, unlike some
voices about whether cash will go up because of
this MDR.” On the apparent paradox of rising
digital transactions and cash in circulation, Mr.
Murmu said there was no paradox as cash serves
both as a means of transaction and a store of
value. “This cash paradox, actually, that is not
my work. That is the way media has read it, and
analysis has read it. Because it points towards
data,” the Deputy Governor said. PTI

‘MDR apprehension unlikely
to spur higher cash usage’ 

The India Deep Tech Al-
liance (IDTA)’s members,
which include individual
and corporate investors
from India and abroad, in-
vested ₹2,170 crore in 56
deep-tech �rms in India ov-
er the last year, the group-
ing announced at the Sem-
icon India 2026 event. The
investments were made
“independently by indivi-
dual IDTA members in ac-
cordance with their res-
pective investment
strategies and processes,”
it said . Principal Scienti�c
Adviser to the government
Ajay Kumar Sood said the
investments showed that
the “vision” behind the ₹1
lakh crore Research, Deve-
lopment and Innovation
(RDI) scheme of the De-
partment of Science and
Technology was “begin-
ning to translate into meas-
urable action”.

“The RDI Scheme and
industry-led initiatives can
complement each other in
strengthening the path-
ways through which pro-
mising technologies move
from the laboratory to the
market and create long-
term strategic and eco-
nomic value for India,” Mr.
Sood said. Energy and cli-
mate-related start-ups got
over 30% of the capital,
with eight �rms receiving
₹655 crore. Quantum, ro-
botics and space start-ups
received nearly a similar
share, split among 21 com-
panies. AI received nearly
30%, with 16 �rms receiv-
ing ₹639 crore. 

India Deep
Tech Alliance
invests 
₹2,170 crore 
in 56 �rms

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

S
hapoorji Pallonji
Group Chairman
Shapoorji Pallonji

Mistry said he ‘whole-
heartedly’ welcomed the
Reserve Bank of India’s de-
cision with regard to Tata
Sons and supported its list-
ing “for the sake of tran-
sparency, accountability,
fairness and responsible
institution-building.”

“The Reserve Bank of
India has provided full
clarity. Tata Sons had been
classi�ed as an upper layer
NBFC under the RBI’s
scale-based regulatory fra-
mework, and the pre-
scribed listing route fol-
lowed from that regulatory

architecture,” Mr. Mistry
said in a statement.

“With the RBI having re-
jected the application to
surrender its registration
and directing Tata Sons to-
wards necessary com-
pliance at the earliest, the
path forward is clear,” the
SP Group Chairman said. 

Stating that the ‘land-
mark’ decision should not
be viewed as a victory of

one stakeholder over
another, he said it should
be viewed as an opportun-
ity to bring people and in-
stitutions together.

“The listing of Tata Sons
can become a bridge. A
bridge between sharehol-
ders and Trusts, between
private heritage and public
accountability, between
generations of steward-
ship, and between India’s

great past and the extraor-
dinary future that lies
ahead,” Mr. Mistry said.

He said a transparent
and publicly accountable
Tata Sons could strengthen
the entire ecosystem, broa-
den participation, enhance
governance, give greater
visibility to value, protect
the legitimate interests of
investors and provide the
basis for a more robust and
equitable dividend policy. 

“Most importantly, it
can strengthen the capaci-
ty of the Tata Trusts to pur-
sue their philanthropic res-
ponsibilities over
generations,” he stated. 

“The millions of Indians
who have invested in listed
Tata companies are also
part of this larger story.

They have placed their
faith and their savings in
the Tata name,” Mr. Mistry
said.

“ A publicly accountable
holding company can
strengthen the relationship
between that enormous
community of investors
and the institution whose
success underpins the wid-
er Tata ecosystem. Tran-
sparency, in my view, is the
truest form of respect for
both legacy and the fu-
ture,” he pointed out.

Calling upon every sec-
tion of the Tata Group to
come forward in a spirit of
harmony and shared pur-
pose, he said the listing
should not be allowed to
become even a minor
point of division.

‘SP Group supports Tata Sons listing’
Welcoming the RBI’s decision to reject Tata Sons’ application to surrender its registration and directing the company

towards necessary compliance at the earliest, Shapoorji Pallonji Group Chairman says the regulator has provided full clarity

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The listing of
Tata Sons can

become a bridge...
between shareholders
and Trusts, between
private heritage and
public accountability 

SHAPOORJI PALLONJI
MISTRY, CHAIRMAN, SP GROUP

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) is likely to raise the
repo rate twice by as much
as 50 basis points by the
end of December 2026 in
line with global tightening
cycle and excess liquidity
in the banking system.

Analysts expect the Mo-
netary Policy Committee
(MPC) to deliver a 25 basis
point rate hike in October
2026, followed by another
25 basis point increase in
December, taking the
benchmark repo rate to
5.75% by the end of the ca-

lendar year. One basis
point is equal to one-hun-
dredth of a percentage
point.

The anticipated tighten-
ing comes amid concerns
that in�ation could exceed

the RBI’s earlier projec-
tions, particularly if crude
oil prices remain elevated.

“Incoming data suggests
in�ation is likely to over-
shoot those projections. If
crude prices stay elevated
in the $90-$110/barrel
range, the pass-through
from producer costs to �-
nal output prices is likely
to accelerate,” Systematix
Group said in a report.

“Against the prevailing
5.25% repo rate, it e�ec-
tively implies a negative
real policy rate — precisely
the “cheap money” condi-
tion we had warned was
unsustainable,” it added.

RBI may deliver two rate hikes
by end of CY26, say analysts 

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The MPC is expected to deliver

a 25 bps rate hike in Oct. 2026.

The Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI) on Friday said it
has initiated legal action
against Nestle India Ltd.
for alleged non-com-
pliance with food safety
norms in three infant nutri-
tion products.

According to FSSAI, it
examined NAN Excella Pro
Stage 1, Lactogen Pro 1, and
a follow-up formula along
with their promotional ma-
terial available on e-com-
merce platforms. 

In NAN Excella Pro

Stage 1, the regulator
�agged claims relating to
“5HMOs” and “Whey Pro-
tein,” while in Lactogen
Pro 1, it observed a claim
describing “Whey Protein”
as easy to digest. FSSAI
sought clari�cations from
Nestle India.

Nestle’s response
Meanwhile, Nestle India
said its infant nutrition
products are “fully com-
pliant” with all applicable
regulations and that the la-
bels of NAN Excella Pro
and Lactogen Pro were ap-
proved by an expert com-
mittee of the FSSAI.

FSSAI initiates legal
action against Nestle 

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Takeda’s dengue vaccine
Qdenga is expected to be
available in India in the
�rst half of 2027. 

Dr Reddy’s Laboratories
and Japan’s Takeda Phar-
maceutical Company an-
nounced on Friday the
signing of a distribution
pact under which Dr Red-
dy’s will distribute the vac-
cine across India’s private
market for pediatric and
adult vaccination. 

“Subject to the comple-
tion of applicable process-
es with local authorities,
the vaccine is anticipated
to become available in the
�rst half of 2027,” the com-
panies stated.

Qdenga is India’s �rst
approved dengue vaccine.

In July, it got marketing
authorisation from the
Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation for
those aged 4-60. Inclusion
in India’s public immunisa-
tion programme remains
an important long-term
ambition. 

Huge challenge
Dengue is a signi�cant pu-
blic-health challenge in In-
dia with reported cases
surging 11-fold over the
past two decades. As per a
study by the Virus Re-
search and Diagnostic Lab-
oratory of ICMR, all four
dengue virus serotypes are
co-circulating across multi-
ple regions in India with
one in 14 patients being in-
fected with multiple den-
gue serotypes concurrent-
ly., the companies said

Dr. Reddy’s to market
Takeda’s dengue shot
in India in H1-2027

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Larsen & Toubro Ltd.
(L&T) is positioning to cap-
ture a larger share of the
global modular construc-
tion market, as rising la-
bour costs and shortage of
skilled workers push pro-
ject developers towards
factory-built modules for
complex infrastructure
and energy projects.

The engineering and
construction �rm esti-
mates the addressable glo-
bal market for modularisa-
tion at about $150 billion
over the next �ve years,
eyeing an almost $20-30
billion share of the pie.

“Modular concepts will
be popular going forward,”
said Subramanian Sarma,
DMD and president, L&T,

adding the �rm is also ex-
ploring greater adoption of
modular construction in
India while developing hy-
brid models combining
modular and conventional
construction to address
transportation challenges.

Australian project
L&T’s focus on modularisa-
tion gained speed after the
successful completion of
fabrication and delivery of
110 modules weighing
about 64,000 metric tonne
for Project CERES, Austra-
lia’s largest urea making
unit with 2.3 million tonne
per annum capacity.

The modules were fabri-
cated at L&T’s modular fa-
brication facility near
Chennai over 30 months
and shipped to Australia
through 23 voyages.

L&T eyes $30 billion
modularisation deals
over �ve year period

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The government’s net di-
rect tax collection rose 13%
to more than ₹12.12 lakh
crore till September 17 in
the current �nancial year,
buoyed by better advance
tax mop-up from corpo-
rates, data released by
CBDT on Friday showed.

Advance tax mop-up
grew 16.2% to about ₹5.22
lakh crore. This includes
an 18% growth, at over
₹4.16 lakh crore, in ad-
vance tax payments by cor-
porates, and a 9.24% rise in
non-corporate advance tax
of ₹1.06 lakh crore.

Refunds jumped 29.2%
to over ₹2.2 lakh crore till
September 17 as per the
Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) data.

Gross direct tax collec-

tion clocked 15% growth,
totalling over ₹14.32 lakh
crore. After adjusting for
refunds, net collections
from direct taxes (includ-
ing corporate, non corpo-
rate, STT) grew 3% to over
₹12.12 lakh crore. 

The government has
budgeted to collect Rs
26.97 lakh crore from di-
rect taxes in the current �-
nancial year, a 15% growth
over Rs 23.40 lakh crore
collected in FY26.

Corporate tax mop-up
Net corporate tax mop-up
rose 19.5% to about ₹5.56
lakh crore, while non-cor-
porate tax (individuals and

HUFs) mop-up rose 6% to
over ₹6.16 lakh crore. Se-
curities Transactions Tax
(STT) collection grew 53%
to ₹40,214 crore between
April 1 and September 17.

Deloitte India partner,
Rohinton Sidhwa said the
over 50% rise in STT mop-
up seems to be primarily
driven by rate hikes in the
Budget rather than a rise in
turnover. A 150% hike was
e�ected in STT rates on
equity futures, e�ective
April 1, 2026. AKM Global
managing partner Amit
Maheshwari, said the
trends were broadly con-
sistent with the underlying
momentum in economy. 

Higher advance tax mop-up boosts
net direct tax collection by 13%
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Gross direct tax collection

clocked 15% growth. 
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Hundreds of thousands of
Iranians rallied on Friday
in a government-organised
show of de�ance after
months of war, pledging
their readiness to take up
arms in the biggest such
demonstration since the
United States and Israel at-
tacked in February.

Iran’s government has
sought to rally the people
and stress national unity,
even as the economy wor-
sens under a U.S. naval
blockade of Iranian ports
and new U.S. sanctions. 

Estimates varied of the
number of people volun-
teering to receive limited
military training and de-
fend the country in an ef-
fort described as Janfa-
day-e Iran, or the “ones
who sacri�ce their lives for

Iran”. They marched
through downtown Tehran
in combat uniform, carry-
ing �ags, as onlookers
cheered.

For days, state media
have encouraged Iranians
to join the campaign, say-
ing training with assault ri-
�es would begin soon. The
volunteers would be an ad-
ditional layer of security to

the paramilitary Revolu-
tionary Guard and the Basij
militia, which has played a
key role in quashing anti-
government protests.

Tehran’s Guard chief,
General Hassan Hassanza-
deh, said that over
600,000 people had regis-
tered to participate, with
over one million expected
to take part in the training.

Thousands attend Iran’s
government-organised rally 

A woman carries a rifle as she marches with other armed women

and children during a military-style parade in Tehran on Friday. AP

Associated Press
CAIRO

X

At least 1,12,000 people have been displaced inside Yemen within

the last two weeks as fighting continues along the country’s west

coast, while nearly 3,000 have fled to Djibouti, the International

Organisation for Migration said. UN agencies described the latest

fighting as being a crisis on top of multiple crises. REUTERS

Yemen con�ict displaces 1,12,000
people inside country, says IOM

GENEVA

AP 
X

A Pakistan court blocked an order by the country’s medical board

for Afghans studying to be doctors to be expelled from colleges and

universities and sent home. “The Lahore High Court has extended

the stay order preventing the expulsion of over a hundred Afghan

medical students,” a Lahore court decision said. AFP

Pakistan court blocks expulsion of
Afghan medical college students

KARACHI

AFP
X

In-person voting for November 3 midterm elections began on Friday

in Virginia, Idaho, Minnesota and South Dakota in the U.S., ushering

in the final six weeks for Americans to decide which party they trust

to lead Congress. O�icials insist elections remain secure despite

federal scrutiny and redistricting changes a�ecting millions. AP

Early voting begins in several U.S.
States as part of midterm elections

HENRICO

AFP
X

Samir Ousman Alsheikh, a former Syrian government o�icial who

headed the Damascus Central Prison under ousted President

Bashar al-Assad and was convicted of torture by a U.S. federal jury

has been sentenced to 60 years in prison by a U.S. judge, federal

prosecutors said. REUTERS

Assad-era Syrian o�cial jailed for
60 years by U.S. court for torture

WASHINGTON

AFP

R
ussians on Friday
began three days
of voting in the

country’s �rst wartime par-
liamentary election, which
features virtually no oppo-
sition and is all but certain
to secure the Kremlin’s pol-
itical dominance.

Authorities spread the
election over the weekend,
ending on Sunday, in a bid
to boost turnout among
the 111 million eligible vo-
ters, and they even allowed
electronic balloting.

The Kremlin wants the
parliamentary election —
the �rst since the start of
the full-scale invasion of

Ukraine in 2022 — to un-
derline public support for
the war and give a veneer
of legitimacy to its action.
It has sought to avoid any
political risks by stamping

out even the slightest sign
of dissent.

“Your choice and re-
solve will once again de-
monstrate that millions of
people stand behind our

�ghters, that we are a unit-
ed people, bound by
shared values, historical
memory, and love for the
Motherland,” President
Vladimir Putin told the na-
tion before the vote.

Russian state news agen-
cies reported that Mr. Pu-
tin voted online on Friday
and released a video of
him in front of a computer
screen. The main Kremlin
party, United Russia, is all
but assured to retain its
overwhelming control of
the lower house, the State
Duma. Several smaller par-
ties of the “systemic oppo-
sition” that vote in sync
with the government on all
key issues also are expect-
ed to retain their presence.

Voters cast two separate
ballots, �lling half of the
Duma’s 450 seats by select-
ing political parties listed
on the ballot. The rest are
contested in single-seat
constituencies, with voters
choosing individual
candidates.

The liberal Yabloko par-
ty, the only registered pol-
itical entity that dared to
criticise the war, was re-
moved from the ballot last
month by Russia’s Su-
preme Court, and only has
a few dozen candidates in
the single-constituency
races. Additionally, some
anti-war politicians have
been imprisoned or forced
to �ee abroad ahead of the
campaign.

Russia begins three days of voting
in �rst wartime parliamentary poll

Predetermined choice: An elderly man votes in parliamentary

election at a polling station in St Petersburg in Russia on Friday. AFP

The ruling United Russia party, backed by President Vladimir Putin, is expected to retain overwhelming control of the

450-seat Duma; any meaningful political competition has been removed from ballot with the support of nation’s top court 

Associated Press
MOSCOW

Hundreds of civilians and
prisoners have been sub-
jected to sexual violence
and torture — overwhelm-
ingly by Moscow’s forces —
since Russia invaded Uk-
raine in 2022, the UN re-
ported on Friday.

The UN Human Rights
O�ce attributed 89% of
the documented cases to
“Russian authorities — in-
cluding members of the
armed forces, the prison
service and the national se-
curity service”.

It blamed the remaining
11% on “Ukrainian authori-
ties”, saying both coun-
tries should investigate
promptly and bring perpe-
trators to justice.

“Some 1,004 cases of
sexual violence were docu-
mented from February 24,
2022, when Russia’s attack
on Ukraine began, through
to the end of July this year,”
the UN agency said in a
report.

“Sexual violence has

been used against civilians
and prisoners of war
(POWs) in Ukraine in a
shocking pattern of tor-
ture, intimidation and
coercion,” it said.

The 20-page report is
based on con�dential in-
terviews “with hundreds of

victims and survivors of
sexual violence committed
by both parties”, as well as
court documents and o�-
cial records.

‘Alarming reports’
“I am deeply alarmed by
the prevalence of these ab-
horrent acts documented
in our report, and fear that
they are almost certainly
continuing amid the un-
ceasing violence we are
witnessing every day in Uk-
raine,” UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights
Volker Turk said.

The youngest rape sur-
vivor the UN documented
was a four-year-old-girl and
the oldest an 82-year-old
woman. It blamed both
cases on Russian
authorities.

Hundreds of civilians, prisoners su�er
sexual abuse in Ukraine war, says UN
Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

Ukrainians hold photos of their missing relatives as they watch

freed Ukrainian soldiers arrive in the Chernihiv region of Ukraine. AP 

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards said on Friday they
struck an oil tanker in the
Strait of Hormuz, accord-
ing to state news agency IR-
NA, as a British maritime
agency also reported an
attack.

Iran has maintained its
stranglehold on the stra-
tegic strait as Washington
continues pressing its
counter-blockade of Ira-
nian ports during the West
Asia war.

The Islamic republic
wants to charge ships for
passage, attacking vessels
it accuses of attempting to
circumvent its preferred
route.

“The Togo-�agged oil
tanker Trend had been tar-
geted and detained after a
�re broke out on board”
late on Thursday, the state-
ment said, calling it an at-
tempted “illegal passage”.

‘Unknown projectile’
Early on Friday, the United
Kingdom Maritime Trade
Operations (UKMTO) said a
ship was hit by an “un-
known projectile”, causing
a �re that was extin-
guished. The monitoring
agency had also reported a
“security incident” in Hor-
muz late on Thursday,
without giving details.

It was unclear if the
IRGC and UKMTO reports
referred to the same
incident.

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards say they hit
oil tanker in Hormuz
Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

The Philippines said a Chi-
na Coast Guard ship
“rammed” one of its �sher-
ies department boats on
Friday in contested waters
in the South China Sea.

China’s coast guard sub-
sequently blamed the ac-
tions of the Philippine ves-
sel, which it said “bears full
responsibility for the
incident”.

The incident took place
near a shoal in the contest-
ed Spratly Islands chain, a
�sh-rich �ashpoint that has
been the site of violent
confrontations with China
Coast Guard vessels in re-
cent years.

Beijing claims most of

the South China Sea des-
pite an international ruling
that its assertion has no le-
gal basis.

The Chinese vessel
“rammed BRP Datu Magat
Salamat... as it carried out
its maritime patrol to deliv-
er fuel subsidy to our �sh-
ermen”, Philippine Coast
Guard spokesperson said.

China’s ship ‘rammed’
vessel in South China
Sea, says Philippines

Damaged railings on the port

side of BRP Datu Magat

Salamat after a collision. AFP

Agence France-Presse
MANILA
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Double Olympic medal-winning shooter Manu Bhaker and two-time

defending shot put champion Tajinderpal Singh Toor were named

India’s flag-bearers for the Asian Games opening ceremony. “Manu

will be one of the flag-bearers,” Chef de Mission Sahdev Yadav said.

Later, the AFI confirmed Tajinderpal as the second flag-bearer.

Manu, Tajinderpal named India’s
�ag-bearers for opening ceremony

PROUD MOMENT

FILE PHOTOS
X

Indian shuttler H.S. Prannoy has said that the Aichi-Nagoya Asian

Games will be his last appearance at the continental extravaganza.

“Yes, this is my last Asian Games. I’m pretty much sure,” he said.

Prannoy, who won an individual bronze medal at the last edition in

Hangzhou, will compete in the men’s team event in Japan.

Shuttler Prannoy says Aichi-Nagoya
will be his �nal Asian Games

SWANSONG

GETTY IMAGES
X

International Hockey Federation (FIH) president Tayyab Ikram has

lauded India’s approach over the past few years and urged the

other Asian nations to emulate the eight-time Olympic gold

medallist to rise on the global stage. “India is a good model to see

where it was and where it is today,” he said ahead of the Asiad.

India is a good model: FIH chief ’s
advice to other Asian countries

WORDS OF PRAISE

FILE PHOTO
X

Every athlete, every coach, every o�icial has an accommodation.

No single accredited person is without one. Every National Olympic

Committee sent a longlist for participation with a total of 26,000

athletes requested. We came to the final shortlist just seven to 10

days ago — Director-General of the OCA Husain Al Musallam.

Every athlete, coach, o�cial has 
an accommodation: OCA o�cial

ALL IS WELL 

FILE PHOTO

T
he number of ath-
letes may have
been reduced but

India’s ambitions of �exing
its sporting muscle at the
continental level will be
tested when the Aichi-Na-
goya Asian Games o�cially
kickstart at the Paloma Mi-
zuho Stadium here on Sa-
turday. 

The quadrennial event,
which began in India and
which the country hopes
to host again in near future
for the third time, will have
501 Indian athletes in 259
medal events across 36 dis-
ciplines competing for a to-
tal of 356 medals. With 106
medals in the previous edi-
tion, any hopes of getting
anywhere close to it would
mean a �fth of Indian ath-
letes �nishing on the podi-
um. 

The record haul in
Hangzhou has raised ex-
pectations but the country
would do well to add a
tinge of reality to temper
them. With an ambitious

target of being in the top-10
in the medal tally by the
2036 Olympics, the perfor-
mances at Aichi-Nagoya
Games will provide both —
a practical assessment of
where Indian sports stands
after the high of 2023 and a
template for course correc-
tion to ensure the long-
term targets remain feasi-
ble. 

No one will be more in

the spotlight than the track
and �eld athletes and the
shooters, who contributed
almost half of the total me-
dals in Hangzhou. 

Among the latter, Manu
Bhaker — who along with
shotputter Tajinderpal
Singh Toor will be India’s
�agbearers — on Saturday
— will deservedly be the
one to watch.

But there are others too,

some bringing youth (Til-
lottam Sen and Ashi
Chouksey in ri�e and Esha
Singh and Suruchi Phogat
in pistol) and others expe-
rience (Rahi Sarnobat). 

And then there are
those that have both, the
likes of Aishwary Pratap
Singh Tomar and Anish
Bhanwal leading this
group.

The situation is same in

athletics. With Neeraj Cho-
pra out with injury, the
mantle of doing the heavy
lifting among the 74-mem-
ber strong contingent will
fall on the proven perform-
ers — Tejaswin Shankar,
Murali Sreeshankar and
Toor on the �eld. On the
track, the return of Avi-
nash Sable would be a wel-
come sight, the steeple-
chaser along with Gulveer

Singh the biggest bet for a
medal, even gold.

On the badminton
court, P.V. Sindhu would
be hoping for one last hur-
rah in her pursuit of a mai-
den Asiad title while Sat-
wiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty will be look-
ing for more consistency
after a topsy-turvy year so
far in terms of results and
injury concerns in their tit-

le defence. 
Women boxers and

compound archers are also
expected to add to the me-
dal count while Mirabai
Chanu will be up against it
in search of her �rst medal
in the event, 12 years after
her debut in Incheon and
three years after a shock
exit.

Among the teams, hock-
ey will expectedly be the

main attraction with tick-
ets to LA28 at stake for
both men and women.

The recent outings at
the World Cup is unlikely
to have much impact, spe-
cially the men, who will
only have to guard against
complacency. For the wo-
men, China would be the
biggest challenge but re-
cent form gives hope.

Cricket will get the eye-
balls, as it is bound to, but
in terms of competition,
there will be little by way of
excitement unless either of
the genders have a terrible
day in their title defences. 

The men, in particular,
would be hoping to earn
legitimacy for their title, gi-
ven the �nal against Af-
ghanistan in 2023 was de-
clared on the basis of
ranking after being washed
out. 

The men’s kabaddi team
too will be itching to prove
their win last time was not
a �uke and put all the bad
memories of a rancour-
�lled �nal against Iran to
rest.

The preparations are
done, the hard yards put
in. It’s time to reap the re-
sults.

The preparations are done and the hard yards put in as the country aims to match or even better the record haul at the previous edition in Hangzhou; hockey teams eye Olympic berth

ASIAN GAMES

Time for the Indian athletes to make it count

Uthra Ganesan

NAGOYA

Proven performers: The likes of Tejaswin (athletics), Sindhu (badminton) and Mirabai (weightlifting) will be under the spotlight as they are expected to lead India’s charge for medals. FILE PHOTOS

Cricket barely scratches
the sporting surface in Ja-
pan but there is no dearth
of fans here for a sport that
many would struggle to
identify on screen. And no
one has more, at least
among the volunteers at
the Korogi Sports Park,
than Harmanpreet Kaur.

Even though the Indian
captain did not come out
to bat as India �rst deci-
mated the Japanese bat-
ting, then strolled past the
58-run target in �ve overs
for an eight-wicket win, the
player with jersey No. 23
remains famous. 

“I don’t know the name
but No. 23, I like her. My
friend is an Indian and he
also likes her game a lot. I
really like watching the
sport and her game,” a vo-
lunteer gushed.

The venue is not for the
easy-goers. Changing at
least two train lines — three
for some — and then walk-
ing for 15-20 minutes to
reach the venue that at oth-
er times is a baseball �eld,
a sport far more popular in
the country, quite a few
su�ered heatstrokes and
had to be administered
�uids under the scorching
sun. 

With open temporary
stands and barely any pro-
vision for shade, only the
hardcore fans turned up.
Among those were Viren-
dra Maja and Aniket Yag-
nik, who took leave from
work and came all the way
from Osaka to watch the

Indian team play.
The two, originally from

Madhya Pradesh, are big
fans of Smriti Mandhana
and Shreyanka Patil. 

“It is a proud moment
for us to watch the Indian
women’s team play in Ja-
pan. 

“We applied for leave
from work and drove here
to cheer for them. It feels
special,” Maja said.

On the �eld, Shree Cha-
rani knifed through the Ja-
pan batting for a four wick-

et haul, then Shafali
Verma’s unbeaten 15-ball
40 meant the game was ov-
er in a blink. 

The reward is a repeat
of the Asia Cup semi�nal
against Bangladesh, a chal-
lenge that will be tougher
than Friday’s outing. Jersey
No. 23 will, however, have
the crowd behind her.

The scores: Japan 57 in 19.5
overs (Ayaka Kato-Sta�ord 25,
Shree Charani 4/10, Shafali
Verma 2/13) lost to India 59/2 in 5
overs (Shafali 40 n.o.).

It’s a stroll in the park 
for India against Japan 
Uthra Ganesan

NAGOYA

Aggressive: Shafali finished the chase in a hurry. R.V. MOORTHY

The Asian Games chaos in
Aichi-Nagoya continued
ahead of the formal open-
ing ceremony on Saturday,
with the o�cial welcome
ceremony for several na-
tions, including India,
marred by disruptions, de-
lays and confusion.

The Indian contingent,
along with those from
North Korea, Yemen, Pal-
estine, Timor-Leste and
Taiwan, was supposed to
have its �ag-hoisting cere-
mony at the Garden Pier —
where the container ac-
commodation is — at 1.30
p.m. local time in the se-
cond session of the day,
but the disorganised plan-
ning meant it didn’t hap-
pen before 2.30 p.m. and
after a series of stops,
starts and going backwards
and forwards.

The delegations arrived
on time and were assem-
bled near the �ag-hoisting
area for at least half an
hour. India’s representa-
tives — chef-de-mission

Sahdev Yadav and deputy
CDMs Anjali Bhagwat, Ala-
kananda Ashok, Lijo David
Thottan and A. Sharath Ka-
mal — kept waiting and
were about to walk on to
the raising area before be-
ing asked to return to the
waiting area for further
communication.

There was no clarity,
and no one had any infor-
mation on the reasons be-
hind the delay. 

“There is some pro-
blem, but we don’t know
what it is. We are also try-
ing to �nd out,” the volun-
teers and o�cials at the ve-
nue said.

“The communication
between the Olympic
Council of Asia Executive
Board and Organising
Committee was not well...
that’s why this happened,”
a statement from the or-
ganisers later clari�ed. 

Sahdev admitted he was
also experiencing someth-
ing like this for the �rst
time. At Aichi-Nagoya, ho-
wever, it was just another
in the already long list of is-
sues plaguing the edition.

Indian contingent
formally welcomed
amidst confusion

Starting trouble: The disorganised planning meant India’s

flag-hoisting ceremony was delayed by around an hour. R.V. MOORTHY

Uthra Ganesan

NAGOYA

Quimcy Joaquim Dsouza is
just a win away from secur-
ing a historic medal for In-
dia in teqball, which is
making its Asian Games de-
but. 

She marched into the
women’s singles semi�nals
here on Friday.

Quimcy stunned top-
seeded Yuina Sakamoto of
Japan 10-12, 12-11, 13-11 in
her opening Group A
match before defeating
Cambodia’s Koemyean DY
12-9, 12-7 to top her pool
and qualify for the last-four
stage. 

Quimcy, who had got a
bye in the quarter�nals,
will take on Indonesia’s Su-
maya on Saturday. 

Quimcy and Mo-
hammed Anas Imran Beg,
however, lost 7-12, 10-12 to
Vietnam’s Hoang Minh Tan
Nguyen and Gia Nghi Trinh
in the quarter�nals of the
mixed doubles event. 

But the duo still has a
chance to �nish on the po-
dium on Sunday as it won
the repechage tie against
the Filipino pair of Jhoana
Abulencia and Prince Au-
gustin 12-3, 12-6.

Quimcy closes
in on historic
teqball medal

Quimcy and Imran Beg... still in

the fray. INSTGRAM/QUIMCYYY

Press Trust of India

NAGOYA

Saina Nehwal believes that
P.V. Sindhu’s big match
temperament will hold her
in good stead at the 2026
Asian Games.

After a dip in fortunes,
Sindhu produced a vintage
performance to clinch the
Japan Open title a few
months ago. The 31-year-
old became the �rst Indian
shuttler to win the Japan
Open, on the back of an
impressive straight games
win over local favourite
Akane Yamaguchi in the
�nal.

“Sometimes, at the
highest level, you go up
and down over one or two
years. But having won the
Japan Open, and coming
close to defeating Wang
Zhi in the World Cham-
pionship round-of-16, I
think Sindhu has a very
good chance of winning at
the Asian Games,” Saina
said in a virtual media inte-
raction on Friday.

“And it’s in Japan, where
she has always performed
well. She is experienced.
She is a big tournament

player; I’ve never seen her
getting tense. She is always
very disciplined and she
concentrates very well,”
Saina, the �rst Indian wo-
man badminton player to
reach the World No.1 rank-
ing, added.

Saina expects the Indian
contingent to return home
with at least three medals. 

“We have winners in
most events - Sindhu, Tan-
vi (Sharma) and Ashmita
(Chaliha), Ayush (Shetty) in
men’s singles, and the
men’s doubles combina-
tion of Satwik and Chirag.
Treesa ( Jolly) and Gayatri
(Gopichand) won the
bronze medal in the World
championships. 

“Overall, the team looks
very strong and con�dent.
Of course, there are big ex-
pectations in these big
tournaments, which adds a
little bit more pressure. But
I would say that we can de-
�nitely come back with
three medals at least,” Sai-
na said.

(Watch Asian Games live
and exclusive on Sony
Sports Network and Sony
LIV.)

Sindhu has a good
chance, says Saina 
Ashwin Achal

Big hopes: Gayatri & Treesa. FILE PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR
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Asked about the decision to bring back Sanju
Samson into the XI at the expense of 15-year-old
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi in the T20I series win over
Afghanistan, India coach Gautam Gambhir said:
“I was very clear that we will go back to the
combination we had during the World Cup. If a
team has gone unbeaten in one World Cup and
(then) defended the title, it’s a gun team. These
guys do not become bad after two or three
failures. Vaibhav will have to wait for his
opportunity”.

Sooryavanshi will have to wait
for his opportunity: Gambhir
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India head coach Gautam Gambhir termed Nitish
Kumar’s bowling returns as a huge positive from
the series win over Afghanistan. The all-rounder
claimed six scalps. “It has been a huge plus for
us. There are not many who can bowl and bat in
the middle-order. The more he is going to bowl in
international cricket, the better he is going to
get,” Gambhir said after the third and �nal T20I
on Thursday.

Nitish’s bowling returns a
huge positive, says Gambhir 
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Premier League: SS Select 1, 2 & JioHotstar, 5, 7.30 & 10 p.m.

LaLiga: FanCode, 5.30, 7.45, 10 p.m. & 12.30 a.m. (Sunday)

Serie A: Unite8 Sports 1, 2 & Z5 App, 6.30, 9.30 p.m. & 12.15
a.m. (Sunday)

Bundesliga: Unite8 Sports 1, 2 & Z5 App, 7 & 10 p.m.

England vs Sri Lanka: Third T20I, Sony Sports Ten 1 & LIV, 7
p.m.

Asian Games: Day 2, Sony Sports Ten 5 & LIV, 5.30 a.m.
(Sunday)

Cricket: Asian Games (Women), Sony Sports Ten 1 & LIV, 5.30
a.m. (Sunday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

Ez Abde scored on Thursday as Betis won 1-0 at
Getafe to continue its strong start to the Spanish
season and climb to third.

The results: Real Betis 1 (Abde 45) bt Getafe 0; Malaga 1
(Dotor 12) lost to Villarreal 3 (Moleiro 40, Gueye 45+2, 86-pen).

Betis climbs to third in LaLiga
with victory over Getafe

England’s Jos Buttler became the �rst batter to
reach 15,000 T20 runs, achieving the feat in the
six-wicket win over Sri Lanka in the second T20I
in Cardi� on Thursday. The 36-year-old has done
so in 528 matches (497 innings) at an average of
35.46 and a strike rate of 147.46. Buttler also
surpassed West Indies’ Kieron Pollard as the
highest run-scorer in T20 cricket. 

The scores: Sri Lanka 145/9 in 20 overs (Nissanka 37,
Asalanka 31, Archer 2/34, Dawson 3/32, Overton 2/23) lost to
England 146/4 in 12.1 overs (Buttler 30, Banton 52 n.o.). 
Toss: England; PoM: Dawson.

Buttler becomes �rst batter
to reach 15,000 T20 runs

Opener Travis Head smashed a 75-ball hundred
in Australia’s series-clinching 84-run victory over
Zimbabwe in the second ODI in Harare on Friday.
Head was well supported by captain Mitchell
Marsh’s 53 and Cooper Connolly’s 78 in
Australia’s total of 356 for six. Zimbabwe never
looked like reaching the target, despite �ve of the
top six batters scoring 30 or more.

The scores: Australia 356/6 in 50 overs (Marsh 53, Head 112,
Connolly 78, Peake 41 n.o.) bt Zimbabwe 272 in 48.3 overs
(Raza 45); Toss: Zimbabwe; PoM: Head.

Head the hero as Australia 
wins series against Zimbabwe

HYDERABAD: The six-year-old
gelding Zuccaro, who is unbeaten
in his last five starts and maintains
form as evidenced by the morning
trials, may score an encore in the
President Of India Gold Cup, the
feature event of Saturday’s (Sept.
19) races.

1 ROCK OF GIBRALTAR PLATE
(1,200m) (Terms), Maiden 3-

y-o only, Cat. II, no whip, 1.55
p.m.: 1. Bella’s Touch (3) M.S. De-
ora 56, 2. Chanced One (7) D.S.
Deora 56, 3. French Lieutenant (4)
Antony Raj 56, 4. Sporting Touch
(8) Ajay K 56, 5. Costa Mesa (1) P.
Sai K 54.5, 6. Gacchanmanasvin
(6) Md. Ismail 54.5, 7. Khamagani
(2) Gaurav 54.5 and 8. My Touch
(5) Akshay K 54.5. 
1. FRENCH LIEUTENANT, 2. MY
TOUCH, 3. BELLA’S TOUCH

2 FALAKNUMA TROPHY (DIV. II)
(1,100m), 3-y-o and upward,

rated 20 to 45, Cat. III, 2.30: 1.
Cosmic Gift (9) Trevor 60, 2. Vic-
toria Dhora (8) Imran Chisty 58.5,
3. My Way My Rules (7) Vivek G
58, 4. Materiality (2) P. Ajeeth K
57, 5. Beverley (6) Arjun 55.5, 6.
Celestial Power (3) Uday Kiran 54,
7. Anemoi (5) Surya Prakash 53, 8.
Barbarossa (4) Ajay K 52.5 and 9.
Timeless Elegance (1) G. Naresh

51.

1. COSMIC GIFT, 2. MATERIALITY, 3.
MY WAY MY RULES

3 FALAKNUMA TROPHY (DIV. I)
(1,100m), 3-y-o and upward,

rated 20 to 45, Cat. III, 3.05: 1.
Coming Home (3) B. Nikhil 60.5,
2. She’s A Bomb (2) Surendra 60,
3. American Affair (1) Ashad Asbar
57.5, 4. La Quinta (4) Akshay K
57.5, 5. Flare (8) V.S. Shekawat 55,
6. Lego (10) Kuldeep Sr. 54.5, 7.
Commanding Warrior (7) Surya
Prakash 53, 8. Golden Aura (9) G.
Naresh 52, 9. Santorini Sky (5) D.S.
Deora 51.5 and 10. Rate Of Interest
(6) Arjun 50.

1. SHE’S A BOMB, 2. LA QUINTA, 3.
AMERICAN AFFAIR

4 TOTARAM’S CUP (1,200m)
(Terms), 3-y-o upward, Cat. I,

3.40: 1. Celestial (7) Gaurav 58, 2.
One N Only (9) Akshay K 54.5, 3.
Shadow Of The Moon (6) Saqlain
53.5, 4. Uchchaihshravas (8)
Neeraj 53.5, 5. Black Onyx (2) D.S.
Deora 52, 6. Detective (1) Vikram
52, 7. Calista Girl (3) Bhawani 50.5,
8. Emerald Touch (4) M.S. Deora
50.5 and 9. Reigning Beauty (5)
Santosh Raj 50.5. 

1. ONE N ONLY, 2. UCHCHAIH-
SHRAVAS, 3. CELESTIAL

5 PRESIDENT OF INDIA GOLD
CUP (Gr. II) (2,400m),

(Terms), 4-y-o and upward, 4.15: 1.
Duke Of Tuscany (7) R. Ajinkya
60, 2. Ramiel (1) Antony Raj 58, 3.
DYF (5) Yash Narredu 57, 4. Zuc-
caro (6) Vivek G 56.5, 5. Miracle
Star (3) Trevor 55.5, 6. High Com-
mand (4) P. Ajeeth K 53 and 7. Vy-
asa (2) Ashad Asbar 52.

1. ZUCCARO, 2. DUKE OF TUSCANY,
3. RAMIEL

6 NELSTON PLATE (1,600m), 4-
y-o and upward, rated 20 to

45, Cat. III, 4.50: 1. Onslaught (2)
Imran Chisty 61, 2. Hoping High
(8) Mohit 58.5, 3. Silver Arrow (9)
A.A. Vikrant 58.5, 4. Quintessen-
tial (1) P. Ajeeth K 57, 5. Photo-
graph (10) G. Naresh 55, 6. Valle-
donna (6) Antony Raj 55, 7.
Shubhrak (3) Rafique Sk. 52.5, 8.
American Gangster (5) D.S. Deora
52, 9. December Rain (7) Arjun 52
and 10. See My Attitude (4) Surya
Prakash 50.

1. QUINTESSENTIAL, 2. HOPING
HIGH, 3. ONSLAUGHT

Day’s Best: ONE N ONLY

Jackpot: 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6.

Mini Jackpot: 3, 4, 5 & 6.

Treble: (i) 1, 2 & 3, (ii) 4, 5 & 6.

Tanala: All races.

Zuccaro for President Of India Gold Cup

India u-19 edged Australia
u-19 by seven runs in a rain-
shortened youth ODI at the
Niranjan Shah Stadium on
Friday, with Yashbardhan
Singh Chauhan starring
with both bat and ball. He
top-scored with 54 o� 34
balls (5x4, 2x6) before re-
turning to claim two
wickets.

After heavy rain reduced
the contest to 20 overs a
side, India posted 182 for
six. Inserted to bat, India
was 88 for four before Yash-
bardhan and Anvay Dravid
steadied the innings with a
69-run stand. 

Anvay, the younger son
of Rahul Dravid, smashed
38 o� 18 balls (2x4, 3x6) be-
fore being bowled by Eli
Brain.

Years after Virender Seh-
wag and Dravid shared the
India dressing room, their
sons were together in Na-
tional colours at the u-19 le-
vel. On his debut, Aaryavir
Sehwag (28) showed �ash-
es of his father’s attacking
strokeplay, but fell to Spen-
cer Green. As Aaryavir
tried to take on the Austra-
lian attack, Sehwag
watched on from the
stands, following every
shot.

Australia’s Neel Patel
and Hayden Barbulovic ad-
ded 58 for the opening
wicket. But Yashbardhan

broke the stand, having
Barbulovic (40) stumped
by Anvay, and also re-
moved Neel for 45. 

Jack Czosnek’s 55 o� 27
balls (6x4, 3x6) kept Aus-
tralia in the hunt while Ar-
jun Rajput dismissed Zed
Hollick before C. Venkata
removed Czosnek. Austra-
lia needed 11 o� the �nal ov-
er, but Mohit Ulva kept his
cool to guide India home.

The scores: India u-19 182/6 in
20 overs (Yashbardhan 54, Anvay
38) bt Australia u-19 175/7 in 20
overs (Neel 45, Barbulovic 40,
Czosnek 55). Toss: Australia;
PoM: Yashbardhan.

Yashbardhan’s all-round show
takes India past Australia

Shayan Acharya
RAJKOT

YOUTH ODI SERIES

Yashbardhan. SAURASHTRA CA Sehwag. SHAYAN ACHARYA

A
jit Agarkar’s three-
year tenure as
chairman of the se-

nior men’s selection com-
mittee has e�ectively come
to an end, with the Board
of Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) now set to in-
itiate the process of �nding
his replacement.

The BCCI’s 95th Annual
General Meeting (AGM)
here on Friday authorised
the o�ce-bearers to suita-
bly �ll vacancies, in line
with the recent conven-
tion. Multiple member re-
presentatives who attend-
ed the AGM con�rmed to
The Hindu that, on the si-
delines of the meeting, the
o�ce-bearers informed
delegates that the board
would initiate the process
to �nd the Mumbaikar’s
successor.

A BCCI o�ce-bearer,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, also con�rmed
that “Agarkar has formally

informed the BCCI just be-
fore the AGM that he
doesn’t wish to continue as
a selector” after his term
ends on October 4.

BCCI secretary Devajit
Saikia, however, remained
non-committal about Agar-
kar’s future. “Today, there
was no discussion on any
individual,” he said after
the AGM. “We still have 15
days to go. Fifteen days is a
long time in the world of
cricket. We have 15 days’
time, we will take a deci-
sion at an appropriate
time. We will let you know
about it.”

Agarkar remained un-
available for a comment.

The former India speed-
ster took charge of the se-
lection committee in July
2023 and was at the centre
of several signi�cant deci-
sions during his stint.
These included elevating
Suryakumar Yadav as T20I
captain in place of then
vice-captain Hardik Pan-
dya in 2024, overseeing a
period of high-pro�le Test
retirements, replacing Ro-
hit Sharma as the ODI cap-
tain with Shubman Gill af-
ter India’s Champions
Trophy triumph last year

and dropping T20 World
Cup-winning captain Su-
ryakumar from the squad
earlier in the year.

Agarkar’s period, ho-
wever, was also marked by
growing friction. In recent
months, the selection com-
mittee and team manage-
ment are understood to
have had di�erences with
the BCCI Centre of Excel-
lence over its approach to
player management and
rehabilitation.

The BCCI’s handling of
Rohit’s future in July furth-
er strained the relation-
ship. Saikia’s public state-
ment backing the veteran
opener’s continuation in
the ODI set-up, issued
without keeping the selec-
tion committee in the loop,
added to the unease.

Should the BCCI follow
the convention of sticking
to the unwritten zonal re-
presentation formula,
former wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Parthiv Patel will be the
front-runner to replace
Agarkar. The rules state
that the player with the
most Test caps chairs the
selection committee.

Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

Agarkar’s eventful stint as
chief selector all but over
BCCI secretary Saikia plays his cards close to his chest and says that a decision will be taken in 

15 days’ time; former wicketkeeper Parthiv emerges front-runner to replace the Mumbaikar

CRICKET

Enough is enough: According to a source, Agarkar has formally

informed the BCCI that he doesn’t wish to continue. FILE PHOTO

India’s hopes of making
the Davis Cup Final 8 were
pushed to the brink after
Dhakshineswar Suresh and
Sumit Nagal squandered
promising starts to lose
their respective singles,
leaving the visitors trailing
0-2 against Korea at the
end of the opening day of
their Quali�er tie here on
Friday.

Dhakshineswar lost the
�rst match of his �edgling
Davis Cup career when Ko-
rea’s No.1 player Soonwoo
Kwon beat him 3-6, 6-3,
6-4. The onus to bring In-
dia back was on India No.1
Nagal but he also frittered

away a solid start to lose
6-2, 4-6, 5-7 to the expe-
rienced Hyon Chung after
battling for more than
three hours.

Chung showed the tem-
perament of a big player as
he earned points when it
mattered the most.

Kwon has not lost a Da-
vis Cup match at home and
that trend continued.

Now India needs to win
all three matches on the �-
nal day to advance to the
knockout stage which has
happened only twice in In-
dia’s history: in 2010
against Brazil at home and
in 2018 against China in an
away tie.

The results: Korea 2 leads

India 0 (Soonwoo Kwon bt
Dhakshineswar Suresh 3-6, 6-3,
6-4; Hyon Chung bt Sumit Nagal
2-6, 6-4, 7-5).

Going the distance: Chung brought all his experience into play to

emerge victorious after more than three hours. AP

Press Trust of India
SEOUL

Korea races away to a
2-0 lead against India

DAVIS CUP

In a series win as emphatic
as India’s 3-0 sweep over
Afghanistan, there will be
many bright spots to revel
in. But if there was a fresh
takeaway from the T20I se-
ries, it was Nitish Kumar’s
enhanced contribution
with the ball. Back from a
quadriceps injury, the 23-
year-old seam-bowling all-
rounder started shakily
with �gures of 2-0-30-0 in
his �rst outing, but
bounced back with three
scalps each in the next two
games.

More than the wickets,
which can come arbitrarily
in a format where batters
are obliged to attack, the
fact that Nitish bowled at
brisk pace in di�erent
phases was heartening.
Particularly in light of the
prolonged absence of Har-
dik Pandya, who has been
sidelined with injury since
the conclusion of the In-
dian Premier League. 

The 32-year-old is ex-
pected to return to action
when India-A plays three
one-dayers against Austra-
lia-A in Puducherry from

October 6 to 11.
With India’s next big

priority being the 2027
ODI World Cup, coach
Gautam Gambhir under-
standably wants both all-
rounders to be �t and
�ring.

“We know how impor-
tant seam bowling all-roun-
ders will be in a year’s time
when we go to South Afri-
ca. The more the merrier.
Sometimes we could even
go on to play both of them
in the XI,” Gambhir said on
Thursday. “At the moment,
Hardik cannot bowl 10 ov-
ers. He hasn’t played crick-
et since the IPL. So, we
don’t want to push him in-
to international cricket be-

cause it can be extremely
tough on your body.”

Gambhir conceded that
the Indian players’ recent
injury breakdowns weren’t
ideal. He was echoing the
views of Test and ODI skip-
per Shubman Gill, who
highlighted the issue after
the tour of England in July.

“Yes (it is a problem), es-
pecially in Tests and ODIs.
You want your best players
to play as many Tests and
ODIs. It’s not fair on a
young captain as well if he
doesn’t get the best team
playing regularly. It is im-
portant for Shubman to get
the best playing XI as many
times as he can,” Gambhir
stated.

Nitish and Hardik can be part
of the same XI, feels Gambhir 
Vivek Krishnan
NEW DELHI

Valuable assets: All-rounders Nitish and Hardik could have a big

role to play in next year’s ODI World Cup. FILE PHOTO

Nihal Sarin posted his third
straight win, but Arjun Eri-
gaisi had to survive a scare,
as India beat Italy 3-1 in the
third round of the Chess
Olympiad at Samarkand.
World champion D. Gu-
kesh scored a win on the
fourth board on Friday.

Arjun’s was one of the
day’s last games to �nish,
as he drew with Luca Mo-
roni in 64 moves. 

Before that, Gukesh had
beaten Sabino Brunello
and Nihal defeated Fran-
cesco Sonis. On the top
board, R. Praggnanandhaa
split the point with Loren-
zo Lodici. 

The defending cham-
pion thus has won all its

three matches. 
The Indian women, who

also were crowned cham-
pions at the Budapest
Olympiad two years ago,
once again played more
impressively than their
male counterparts. They
made short work of Greece
3.5-0.5.

Koneru Humpy beat
Stavroula Tsolakidou on
the top board and avenged
her defeat at the Global
Chess League �nal in Ben-
galuru on Sunday. Vantika
Agrawal and B. Savitha Shri
also won, while Divya
Deshmukh drew.

Important results: 

Open: India bt Italy 3-1 (R.
Praggnanandhaa drew with
Lorenzo Lodici; Arjun Erigaisi
drew with Luca Moroni; Nihal
Sarin bt Francesco Sonis; D.
Gukesh bt Sabino Brunello).

Uzbekistan bt Austria 3-1; USA bt

Denmark 2.5-1.5; China bt
Bulgaria 3.5-0.5.

Germany bt Uzbekistan (2)
2.5-1.5; Azerbaijan bt Switzerland
3-1; France bt Kazakhstan 3.5-0.5.

Hungary bt Slovenia 2.5-1.5;
Armenia bt Sweden 2.5-1.5;
Ukraine bt Slovakia 3-1.

Armenia bt Sweden 2.5-1.5;
Lithuania drew with England 2-2;
Ukraine bt Slovakia 3-1; Spain bt
Belarus 3-1.

Women: India bt Greece

3.5-0.5 (Koneru Humpy bt
Stavroula Tsolakidou; Divya
Deshmukh drew with Anastasia
Avramidou; Vantika Agrawal bt
Ekaterini Pavlidou; B. Savitha Shri
bt Antonia Christodoulaki).

Uzbekistan bt Indonesia 3-1; USA
bt Cuba 3.5-0.5; Azerbaijan bt
Sweden 2.5-1.5; Poland bt Latvia
4-0; Germany bt Belarus 2.5-1.5;
China bt Turkiye 3-1.

Mongolia bt Peru 2.5-1.5;
Kazakhstan bt Slovenia 3.5-0.5.

Armenia bt Croatia 4-0; Iran bt
France 3-1; Poland bt Latvia 4-0;
Serbia bt Canada 2.5-1.5.

Nihal, Gukesh help India beat
Italy; women keep winning

Sports Bureau

CHESS OLYMPIAD

Top show: Humpy got the better of Tsolakidou as India eased past Greece. FIDE


