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HigHligHtingtHeneedto
institutionally strengthen the
system to prevent recurring
neet paper leaks, the Su-
preme Court on Friday un-
usually indicated that the
judges of the benchmay per-
sonallyvisit thenationaltest-
ing Agency (ntA) to examine
its upgraded facilities.
the ntA, which conducts

the neet-Ug for admissions
to undergraduate medical
courses and has faced heat
due to recurring paper leaks,
toldabenchofJusticesPSna-
rasimhaandAlokAradhethat
it has overhauled itsmechan-
ism, fromadministrativehier-

archy to infrastructure, for
making the system foolproof.
Justice narasimha told

Solicitor general tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, that he and Justice
Aradhe would like to visit the
newly-upgradedfacilityof the
ntA to examine the system.
“Strengthening the ntA’s

systeminstitutionallyiscrucial
to preventing recurring paper
leaks. Merely immediate or
temporary measures would
not suffice. You must know
that permanency of the entire
system iskey.there shouldbe
apermanentsetup,permanent
staff,permanentverticals.Very
less deputation should be
there. Only then a permanent
structure will come up,” the

bench toldMehta.
Justicenarasimhasaidthe

judgeswouldgotothentAof-
fice on Minto Road in Delhi
and seewhether the system is
actuallyfunctional,andassess
its manpower and other ar-
rangements.
At the outset, the Centre

told the bench that the nan-
dan nilekani-led high-
powered panel constituted to
suggest structural reforms in
neet has held exhaustive
consultations and is likely to
submit its first interim report
by the endof thismonth.
the bench asked the joint

secretaryintheDepartmentof
Personnel and training
(DoPt), who is assisting the
nilekani panel, to file an affi-

davit before the court on the
steps taken so far.
theeducationdepartment

has said that a new, upgraded
systemhas been created.
“Permanency of the struc-

ture has been ensured. How-
ever, human resources are
partially ensured at the mo-
ment,”Mehtasaid.thebench
said the Radhakrishnan com-
mittee had also made some
recommendationswithregard
to structural reforms but the
problemis implementationof
those suggestions.
Mehta assured the bench

that all the recommendations
by the Radhakrishnan com-
mittee as well as the stake-
holders are being looked into
by thenilekeni panel.
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