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BostonSight, LVPEI being clinical trial to study mental 
health impact of speciality lenses

 Hyderabad, Aug 10 (UNI) 
BostonSight and L V Prasad 
Eye Institute (LVPEI) have 
initiated a prospective clini-
cal trial to evaluate the impact 
of PROSE and SCLERAL 
specialty lenses on the mental 
health of patients with cor-
neal and ocular surface dis-
eases. The Institutional Re-

view Board (IRB)-approved, 
multi-site study will involve 
new PROSE patients referred 
to LVPEI from across India 
and beyond. The trial is part 
of BostonSight’s ongoing re-
search into the efficacy of spe-
cialty lenses and their impact 
on patients’ quality of life, 
expanding earlier research 

focused on the cornea and oc-
ular surface, the Institute said 
in a release here on Monday. 
The study will assess wheth-
er specialty lens treatment is 
associated with measurable 
improvements in mental 
health. Researchers will use 
the Patient Health Question-
naire-9 (PHQ-9) to measure 
mental health outcomes, the 
Ocular Surface Disease Index 
(OSDI) to assess ocular sur-
face symptoms and the Visu-
al Function Questionnaire-25 
(VFQ-25) to evaluate visual 
functioning. The primary ob-
jective is to identify a direct 
correlation between quantifi-
able mental health outcomes 
and specialty lens treatment, 
while examining how chang-
es in mental health relate to 
scores on vision- and ocular 
surface-related question-
naires. The researchers said 

the study could help raise 
awareness of mental health 
challenges associated with 
ocular surface disease and 
encourage earlier interven-
tions using PROSE and other 
specialty lenses. “IRB ap-
proval is an important mile-
stone that confirms the study 
meets established ethical and 
regulatory standards. We are 
excited to move forward with 
this important study to evalu-
ate quantifiable mental health 
outcomes associated with 
these specialty lenses,” said 
Dr Prashant Garg, Executive 
Chair, LVPEI. BostonSight 
Chief Medical Officer Dr 
Daniel Brocks said mental 
health was often overlooked 
in the care of patients with 
ocular surface disease. He 
said improvements in vision, 
ocular comfort and ocular 
health could have a signifi-

cant effect on mental health, 
adding that the study would 
seek to objectively measure 
the impact. LVPEI has been a 
long-term partner of Boston-
Sight and distributes PROSE 
and SCLERAL lenses in 
India and the surrounding 
region. The custom, non-sur-
gical medical lenses are de-
signed to provide comfort 
and visual clarity for people 
with corneal and ocular sur-
face diseases. BostonSight 
said PROSE and SCLERAL 
are FDA-cleared medical 
devices used as part of cus-
tomised medical treatment. 
BostonSight SCLERAL is 
commercially available for 
mild to moderate corneal and 
ocular surface disease condi-
tions. 

BJP Telangana chief urges citizens 
to hoist Tricolour under ‘Har Ghar 
Tiranga’ campaign

 Hyderabad, Aug 10 (UNI) 
BJP Telangana State Presi-
dent N Ramchander Rao on 
Monday appealed to citizens 
to hoist the national flag at 
their homes as part of the 
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ cam-
paign, launched following the 
call of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. Rao said that ahead 
of Independence Day cele-
brations on August 15, every 
citizen has a responsibility 
to remember and honour the 
sacrifices.

Retired Army man 
killed, two injured 
in hit-and-run in 
Hyderabad
 Hyderabad, Aug 10 (UNI) 
A retired Army man was 
killed and two others seri-
ously injured in a hit-and-run 
accident at Hydershah Kote 
in Gandipet, on the outskirts 
of the city, on Sunday night, 
police said. The accident 
occurred near SMP School 
when a speeding Mahindra 
SUV 350 allegedly rammed 
into the retired Army per-
sonnel while he was walking 
along the road. The former 
army man killed on the spot. 
The SUV then allegedly hit 

two persons travelling on a 
bike-taxi. Both sustained se-
rious injuries and were shift-
ed to a private hospital for 
treatment. After the incident, 
the young men travelling 
in the SUV abandoned the 
vehicle at the spot and fled. 
Narsingi Police traced the ve-
hicle through its registration 
number and found that it was 
registered in Shamshabad. 
Police reached the spot, regis-
tered a case and launched an 
investigation to identify and 
apprehend those responsible. 

NALSAR students urge varsity 
to reconsider CJI as Convocation 
guest

 Hyderabad, Aug 10 (UNI) 
Students of NALSAR Uni-
versity of Law have urged 
the varsity administration 
to reconsider inviting Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant 
as the chief guest for its up-
coming convocation, citing 
concerns over his reported 
remarks during proceedings 
on a petition relating to al-
leged police action against 
protesters. Students from 
different batches, including 
the outgoing 2026 LLB and 

LLM batches, reportedly sent 
an email to the Vice-Chan-
cellor, Registrar and profes-
sors on July 23, requesting 
the university not to invite 
the CJI. The students said 
their objection stemmed 
from a Supreme Court Bench 
headed by the CJI reported-
ly declining urgent listing 
of a plea concerning alleged 
police action against protest-
ers during a ‘Chalo Sansad’ 
demonstration at Jantar Man-
tar on July 20. They also re-
ferred to reported remarks by 

the CJI that the Bench was 
not interested in watching 
videos when the lead counsel 
offered to show footage of 
the alleged police action. “As 
students of law, our concern 
is narrower and more specific 
to us as a graduating batch,” 
the students said, arguing that 
a convocation should reflect 
NALSAR’s values of con-
stitutional rights, access to 
justice and reasoned engage-
ment with grievances. They 
said receiving their degrees 
from a dignitary whose recent 
public conduct, as reported, 
appeared dismissive of al-
legations of police brutality 
against protesters would be 
at odds with the values taught 
at the law university. The stu-
dents also said the protesters 
had raised concerns relating 
to the NEET examination 
and reforms in the Nation-
al Testing Agency. Around 
450 students have backed 
the representation, account-
ing for nearly one-third of 
NALSAR’s approximately 
1,400-strong student body. 

TELANGANA NEWS

KTR Pays 
Tribute 
at Peddi 
Sudarshan 
Reddy

Hyderabad : 
 BRS Working President 
K.T. Rama Rao (KTR) paid 
glowing tributes to former 
Narsampet MLA and senior 
BRS leader Peddi Sudar-
shan Reddy during a solemn 
memorial meeting (*Sams-
marana Sabha*) held in Nar-
sampet, Warangal district.  
Addressing the large gather-
ing of supporters and party 
cadres, KTR remembered 
Peddi Sudarshan Reddy as a 
dedicated public servant who 
spent his entire life fighting 
for the welfare of the people 
of Narsampet and the wid-
er Telangana movement. He 
highlighted Sudarshan Red-
dy’s pivotal role during the 
statehood agitation under 
the leadership of K. Chan-
drashekar Rao (KCR) and 
lauded his unblemished re-
cord as an administrator who 
transformed the infrastructure 
and agricultural landscape of 
the Narsampet constituency.  
KTR emphasized that true 
leadership is measured by 
the love and respect a poli-
tician leaves behind, stating 
that Peddi Sudarshan Reddy 
earned an irreplaceable place 
in the hearts of his people. 


