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Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu 
expressed gratitude to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Road 
Transport Minister Nitin 
Gadkari following the ap-
proval of the 1107-km long 
K h a r a g p u r-A m a r a v a t i 
greenfield highway. The 
project includes a 457 km 
four-lane stretch passing 
through the southern state, 
constructed at an estimated 

cost of Rs 32,000 crore. The 
Chief Minister said the 
landmark project will es-
tablish a link between 
Andhra Pradesh and East-
ern India. 

“On behalf of the people 
of Andhra Pradesh, I thank 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Ji and Hon’ble Union 
Minister Nitin Gadkari Ji 
for approving the 1,107 km 
Kharagpur – Amaravati 
corridor!” said Naidu in a 

post on X late on Sunday. 
According to the CM, the 
corridor will slash logis-
tics costs for Andhra’s 
farmers and industry to 
accelerate greenfield 
capital city Amaravati’s 
rise as a premier econ-
omic hub. Further, he 
noted that it will create 
new opportunities across 
trade, agriculture, manu-
facturing and employ-
ment.
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Vice President CP Radhakrish-
nan on Monday said India, 
with a population of 140 crore, 
cannot rely on food imports 
and pledged top priority for 
agriculture. 

Addressing a private seed 
launch event at Musunuru vil-
lage, the Vice President said, 
“We are 140 crore people, we 
are not Australia. We have 70 
times (the) population of Aus-
tralia, so we cannot depend on 
imports for our food. The agri-
culture interests will be taken 
care of, agriculture will get top 
priority.” 

According to the Vice Presi-
dent, new innovations and 
modern techniques adopted in 
the farming sector will make 
agriculture prosperous in the 
country. 

Radhakrishnan expressed 
joy over Andhra Pradesh Chief 

Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu’s plan to interlink all 
South Indian rivers from the 
Mahanadi to Cauvery. 

Backing Naidu's initiative to 
interlink southern rivers, he 
said, “it may take (a) little time, 
but it is going to be a reality 
very soon.” 

He promised to extend irri-
gation facilities to all the dis-
tricts, wishing for Indian 
agriculture to continue to inno-
vate for the seed to be sown to 

become a stronger, more self-
reliant and more developed 
India tomorrow. 

Meanwhile, Naidu said the 
NDA government at the Centre 
and the state view agriculture 
as an economic power and 
farmers as entrepreneurs. 

“Our objective is to add value 
to the crops grown by farmers 
and export them. Turmeric, 
corn and chillies crops, includ-
ing aquaculture produce 
should reach the world,” said 

Naidu. 
He called for processing the 

crops, adding value and brand-
ing those products for inter-
national markets for farmers to 
reap the benefit, and advised 
farmers to focus on food pro-
cessing. 

According to the CM, only 10 
per cent of the state’s agricul-
tural production is being pro-
cessed, and higher the 
processing more the income. 

In places like Nuziveedu, he 

said commercial crops such as 
palm oil and cocoa are thriv-
ing, signalling a transition to 
horticulture from agriculture. 

He called for long-term crop 
planning for next 30 to 40 
years, and detailed an action 
plan to transform Rayala-
seema region into a horticul-
ture hub. 

He noted that Rayalaseema 
is being developed with an in-
vestment of Rs 1 lakh crore 
from both public and private 

sources. Further, the CM an-
nounced that 36 irrigation pro-
jects will be completed in the 
order of priority at a cost of Rs 
35,000 crore. 

The CM noted that Godavari 
river water was diverted to 
the Krishna Delta to mitigate 
the El Nino impact, and said 
that completing the Chinta-
lapudi project will trans-
form the Eluru region. 

The CM further said his 
government took the initiat-
ive to go for alternative 
crops due to the effects of El 
Nino and called on farmers 
to make use of this shift. 

Naidu reaffirmed the gov-
ernment's commitment to 
inter-linking major rivers, 
including Godavari and 
Krishna and Tungabhadra, 
Penna and Cauvery, in the 
country for better utilisation 
of water resources. Earlier, 
Radhakrishnan and Naidu 

on Monday unveiled two non-
GMO popcorn maize hybrid 
seeds in Eluru district. Accom-
panied by Governor S Abdul 
Nazeer and others, the leaders 
toured the plant of the private 

company associated with the 
launch in Musunur village. 
They inspected the popcorn-
processing equipment and 
sampled the final product be-
fore the launch.
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HYDERABAD  

The Central Crime Station 
(CCS), Detective Depart-
ment, Hyderabad City Po-
lice, has arrested a 
40-year-old man who alleg-
edly cheated several people 
by posing as a Deputy 
Superintendent of Police 
(DSP) and luring them into 
investing money in ficti-
tious or undisclosed com-
panies with promises of 
huge returns within a short 
period. The accused has 
been identified as Konduru 
Reddy Venkat Raju, also 
known as KVP Raju and 
DSP Raju, a resident of 
Rayachoti in Annamayya 

district of Andhra Pradesh. 
He had allegedly been 

absconding since 2021 and 
is also involved in three 

other criminal cases regis-
tered in Andhra Pradesh 
and Hyderabad.  According 
to police, the accused alleg-
edly approached victims in 
Telangana and Andhra Pra-
desh and persuaded them 
to invest substantial 
amounts in non-existent or 
undisclosed business ven-
tures, promising excep-
tionally high returns 
within a short period. In 
the present case, the ac-
cused and his associates al-
legedly induced the 
complainant to hand over 
Rs 1.20 crore on the prom-
ise of substantial returns. 
The amount was allegedly 
not repaid, resulting in a 
significant financial loss to 

the complainant. The ar-
rest was made in connec-
tion with Crime No. 
192/2021, registered by 
EOW Team-V of the CCS, 
Detective Department, 
Hyderabad, under Sections 
406, 420 and 170 read with 
34 of the Indian Penal 
Code. The investigation has 
also revealed that the ac-
cused is allegedly involved 
in three other similar 
cases-one each in Tirupati, 
Hyderabad and Nellore. 
The arrest was carried out 
by EOW Team-V Sub-In-
spector G. Anil Kumar and 
his team under the gui-
dance of Investigation Of-
ficer K. Kiran, ACP, EOW 
Team-V

India cannot depend on food imports, 
top priority for farming: Vice Prez

Cheating by posing as Dy. 
S.P. of Tirupati District 
and cheating innocents -
Konduru Reddy Venkat 
Raju @ KVP Raju @ DSP 
Raju,  R/o Rayachoti
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TDP MLA from Allagadda As-
sembly constituency in Nan-
dyal district,  Bhuma Akhila 
Priya hosted an outreach pro-
gram in Hyderabad to involve 
young tech professionals from 
her constituency in 
grassroots govern-
ance. The event 
called ‘Ask Akhila’, 
brought together 
over 150 IT em-
ployees, young profes-
sionals and students 
hailing from Allagadda consti-
tuency on Sunday. 

The interactive forum 
served as a collaborative plat-
form for participants to share 
innovative ideas and action-
able roadmaps for the overall 
development of Allagadda. 
Key discussions centered on 
exploring the establishment of 
mini-IT hubs, BPO units, and 
MSME enterprises to generate 
local employment in the con-

stituency located in Nandyala 
district. Akhila Priya also dis-
cussed upgrading urban infra-
structure, modernising 
drainage systems, and devel-
oping recreational public 
parks across her constituency. 

Several tech professionals 
also volunteered to 

partner with the local 
administration to 
spearhead digital lit-
eracy, technical skill 
training, and youth 

mentorship programs 
in the region, she said. 

She assured the participants 
that their proposals, industrial 
concepts, and policy sugges-
tions would be actively pur-
sued with state government 
departments.Reaffirming her 
commitment to turn their 
valuable ideas into state-
backed developmental pro-
jects, the MLA thanked all the 
attendees for their participa-
tion and dedication toward 
the future of Allagadda.

MLA Akhila Priya 
launches youth 
outreach program
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Raptadu MLA Paritala Suni-
tha has suggested that as per 
the instructions of Chief Min-
ister Chandrababu Naidu, 
the officials should work in 
coordination with the aim of 
Swarna Andhra 2047. She 
was the Chief Guest at a 
training program for officers 
held at MPDO office in Rap-
tadu on Monday. Speaking 
on the occasion, the MLA 
discussed issues such as pro-
viding a house to every 
household, tap to every 
household, construction of 
individual toilets under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana, area of micro irrigation, 
area of horticulture crops, 
development of dairy indus-
try etc. She reviewed the 
progress of these initiatives 
and gave suggestions for fu-
ture course of action.

MLA calls for 
coordination 
among officials
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