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Records about biological mother altered
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THE Tamil Nadu pilgrims in 
this group are from Thanjavur 
(16), Cuddalore (11), Mayi-
laduthurai (7), Chennai (6), 
Krishnagiri (5), Tiruchy (4), 
Tiruvarur (2), and one each 
from Dharmapuri, Tiruvan-
namalai  and  Namakkal 
districts.

According to preliminary in-

formation, the group had trav-
elled in three vehicles from 
Landruk to Rasuwa. One of  the 
vehicles was caught in a sudden 
flash flood near the Botekoshi 
Rivert. Twenty Tamil pilgrims 
travelling in the vehicle were 
evacuated immediately. They 
were taken to a safe location as-
sociated with the Armed Police 
Force in the Timure area, where 
they are staying. Arrangements 

are being made to bring them to 
Kathmandu by an alternative 
route by road, the minister 
said.

Raj Mohan said the govern-
ment was closely monitoring 
the whereabouts and safety of  
the pilgrims. He said informa-
tion was trickling in because of  
difficult weather conditions.

The Non-Resident Tamils 
Welfare Department has estab-

lished a round-the-clock toll-
free helpline to assist stranded 
pilgrims and their families. For 
calls from within India, the toll-
free number is 1800 309 3793. 
Those calling from abroad can 
give a missed call to +91 
8069009900 or +91 8069009901. A 
control room has also been es-
tablished at Tamil Nadu House 
in New Delhi, with the contact 
number 9289516712.
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AROUND `9 lakh had reported-
ly been paid so far. The other ac-
cused are Dhanam (50), Pavi-
thra’s neighbour; Aandal (45), a 
nurse at a private hospital; Vis-
alakshmi (45), an administrator 
at the hospital; and Rajasekaran 
(45), the hospital’s doctor and 
managing director.

According to police, Pavithra 
became pregnant with her sec-
ond child last December. Facing 
financial difficulties, she ap-
proached Dhanam for help. 
Dhanam allegedly told her that 
the child could be given to a 
childless couple in exchange for 
money.

Dhanam subsequently intro-

duced Pavithra to Aandal, who 
had contacts with people seek-
ing IVF and surrogacy services. 
On learning that Selvarasi and 
Gnanasekaran were looking for 
a surrogate mother, Aandal al-
legedly suggested that they 
instead take custody of  
Pavithra’s child. The two 
couples then entered 
into the verbal agree-
ment, police said.

Pavithra was admit-
ted to the private hospital 
in Villivakkam last week and 
delivered the baby on Tuesday. 
After the delivery, Visalakshmi 
allegedly altered hospital 
records to show Selvarasi, in-
stead of  Pavithra, as the child’s 
biological mother. Police sourc-

es said Rajasekaran was also al-
legedly involved in falsifying the 
records.

The arrangement came to 
light after neighbours grew sus-
picious when they noticed that 

the baby was not with Pavi-
thra after she returned 

home. They alerted the 
authorities, following 
which the matter was 
brought to the notice of  

the Villivakkam police.
Police have invoked Sec-

tions 80 and 81 of  the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection of  
Children) Act and Sections 93 
and 61 of  BNS against the ac-
cused. Police said two more peo-
ple could be arrested as the in-
vestigation progresses.

Info trickling in because of difficult weather: Min

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Hundreds of farmers staged a protest in Thittachery in 
Nagapattinam district on Thursday, condemning the 
state for failing to waive 100% farm loans |  EXPRESS

Karnataka declares 101 
taluks drought-hit, to 
seek centre’s assistance
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE state government has de-
clared 101 taluks as drought-
affected for Kharif  2026, follow-
ing an assessment based on 
parameters prescribed under 
the Manual for Drought Man-
agement, 2020.

The declaration will take ef-
fect immediately and remain in 
force for six months unless re-
voked earlier by the state 
government.

Deputy Chief  Minister G 
Parameshwara said the gov-
ernment will submit a memo-
randum to the Centre seeking 
drought relief  assistance by 
the end of  August, based on the 
estimated losses. He said the 
state will continue to review 
t h e  e v o l v i n g  d r o u g h t 
situation. 

He said of  the 101 taluks, 89 
have been categorised as se-
verely affected, while 12 have 
been classified as moderately 

affected. 
The government order issued 

on Thursday by Manoj Kumar 
Meena, Relief  Commissioner 
and Secretary to Government, 
Revenue Department (Disaster 
Management), stated that Dep-
uty Commissioners and Dis-
trict Disaster Management Au-
thorities have been authorised 
to undertake necessary drought 
relief  and response measures 
in accordance with prevailing 
SDRF norms.

The government has also di-
rected officials to conduct joint 
surveys to assess crop losses 
and submit reports promptly. 
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6 residents, 17 NRIs from T’gana missing
State following 20 cases involving flood victims with centre, embassy and Nepalese officials

K H Y A T I  S H A H  @ Hyderabad

OFFICIALS on Thursday said efforts were un-
der way to trace 23 people from Telangana, in-
cluding six residents of  the state and 17 NRIs 
of  Telangana origin, who were reported miss-
ing following the floods and flash floods in Ne-
pal and the Nepal-Tibet region. The 20 cases 
involving them are being followed up in coor-
dination with the Centre, the Indian Embassy 
in Kathmandu and Nepalese authorities.

Since the special helpline was launched, the 
government has received 80 to 100 calls from 
family members, relatives and others seeking 
information and assistance.

Former DRDO chairman Dr G Satheesh Red-
dy and 30 other pilgrims from Hyderabad who 
were on the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra have 
been confirmed safe in Tibet. Satheesh Reddy 
told TNIE that the group had completed the 
pilgrimage, reached Saga and was exploring 
an alternative route for its return. In a video 
statement, another member of  the group said 
they were exploring the possibility of  return-
ing to Hyderabad through the Tibet-China 
route instead of  travelling through Nepal. The 
group reached Darchen safely before proceed-
ing towards Saga on Thursday. 

Meanwhile, a Hyderabad woman, Suhasini 
Reddy — working as a software professional in 
Australia — who joined a group of  29 pilgrims 
for Mansarovar, has been reported missing.

More than 150 pilgrims from Hyderabad 
were visiting the Kailash Mansarovar region 
when severe flooding disrupted roads and 
transport links, according to sources.

The Telangana government has set up a spe-
cial helpline and coordination centre at Telan-
gana Bhavan in New Delhi. A separate control 
room has been established at the Dr BR Ambed-
kar Telangana Secretariat in Hyderabad under 
the General Administration Department’s NRI 
wing.

I&PR Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy 
urged families who believed a Telangana resi-
dent was stranded in Nepal to inform the gov-
ernment. The helpline numbers for the coordi-
nation centre in New Delhi are 9871999044, 
9949351270, and 9618597969.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bhubaneswar

AS the government stepped up efforts to 
locate people from Odisha in disaster-hit 
Nepal, 10 from the state have been traced, 
while an Odia NRI couple is missing.

Kulsum Nigar of  Baripada in Mayurb-
hanj district, who had been to Nepal with 
a trekking team and gone missing since 
Tuesday, has informed her family 
about being safe. However, Sand-
eep Mohapatra and Sidharthi 
Kumari, the couple from Khurda 
who have settled in Australia, 
continue to be untraceable.

Pritish Panda, the nodal officer 
appointed by the state government 
to assist people from Odisha stranded in 
Nepal, said the couple’s last GPS location 
was traced near the immigration counter 
at Timure, in the Nepal-Tibet border. The 
tour guide accompanying the couple is 
also untraceable.

The location is also where 77 members 
of  the Isha Foundation, who were on Kai-
lash Mansarovar pilgrimage, have been 
reported missing. Panda said their fam-
ily in Odisha informed the state authori-
ties about their disappearance, following 
which the MEA was alerted. 

The couple had travelled to Nepal on 
August 22 and was scheduled to proceed 

to Kailash Mansarovar. Their fam-
ily last spoke to them around 8 pm 
on August 25.

Panda also said that six stu-
dents from Bhubaneswar who 
travelled to Nepal to participate 

in a football match are in Pokhara 
along with their coach. Efforts are 

being made to facilitate their return, he 
added. A three-member group from Puri 
that was in Nepal has also been account-
ed for. “Also, Rakesh Kumar Panda of  
Puri safely crossed into India through 
the Raxaul check post,” Panda said.

10 from Odisha traced; NRI couple missing

Rescuers using an earthmover vehicle to transport a victim of flash flooding to safety along the Trishuli 
River in Nepal’s Nuwakot district |  AP/PTI

‘CPI won’t get 
5K votes if it 
contests alone’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

AS the CPI presses for the post of  
Deputy Leader of  the Opposition 
in the Kerala assembly, CPM 
state secretariat member C N 
Mohanan has hit back sharply, 
questioning its electoral strength 
and accusing the party of  repeat-
edly embarrassing the CPM 
through public criticism.

Mohanan said the party’s lat-
est demand was part of  an at-
tempt to single out and attack 
CPM leader Pinarayi Vijayan. 
“Among assembly constituencies 
with more than two lakh votes, in 
how many can the CPI get even 
5,000 votes?” Mohanan asked in 
a social media post.

He alleged that the CPI had re-
peatedly embarrassed the LDF 
government by attacking it pub-
licly from within the alliance and 
suggested that such pressure tac-
tics had contributed to the front’s 
defeat. Referring to the previous 
local body elections, the CPM 
leader said the CPI had used the 
PM-SHRI controversy as a “revo-
lutionary weapon” to attack the 
government. 

Kerala State Beverages Corporation 
witnessed sales record during this Onam 
season, selling liquor worth `771.29 crore in 
the first eight days of the festival season

LIQUOR 
SALES

WITHOUT 
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ªÉÄÃ®ÌAqÀ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉAiÀÄ°è aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ f¯Éè ̄ ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ G¥À«¨sÁUÀUÀ½UÉ M¼À¥ÀqÀÄªÀ 
¯ÉPÀÌ ²Ã¶ðPÉ : 3054-03-337-0-05-200 gÁdå ºÉzÁÝjUÀ¼À gÀ¸ÉÛ ¤ªÀðºÀuÉ, 3054-04-337-1-10-200 
f¯Áè ªÀÄÄRå gÀ¸ÉÛUÀ¼À ¤ªÀðºÀuÉ CrAiÀÄ°è£À MlÄÖ 29 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ  PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ CºÀð 
UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ mÉAqÀgï DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀ»¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîªÀ CxÀªÁ ¤ªÀð»¹gÀÄªÀ ̧ ÁªÀÄxÀåðzÀ 
§UÉÎ (Standard Tender    Document KW -1, 2, 3 & 4 gÀAvÉ) «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ®UÀwÛ¸ÀvÀPÀÌzÀÄÝ. UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjUÉ 
C¢ü¤AiÀÄªÀÄ 3gÀ°è £ÀªÀÄÆ¢¹gÀÄªÀ PÀ¤µÀÖ CºÀðvÉUÀ½zÀÝgÉ ªÀiÁvÀæ UÀÄwÛUÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ªÀ»¸À§ºÀÄzÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. PÀ¤µÀÖ 
CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 10.00 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ UÀjµÀÖ CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 77.00 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ DVgÀÄvÀÛªÉ. PÉ¦¦ 
¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï mÉAqÀgï ̧ À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÁVgÀÄªÀ 29 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ (EA.¸ÀASÉå: 40416, 40324 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 01-09-2026,                                                                                             
EA.¸ÀASÉå:40440, 40674, 40802, 40768, 40797, 39292, 39314, 40283, 40286, 40293, 40296, 
40241, 40302, 40311, 40344, 40349, 40352, 40429, 40430, 40434, 40436, 40239, 40323, 
40336, 40136, 40141, 40145 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 04-09-2026gÀAzÀÄ) ¸ÀAeÉ 4.30 UÀAmÉAiÉÆ¼ÀUÉ mÉAqÀgï 
¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ PÀbÉÃj ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è «µÀAiÀÄ ¤ªÁðºÀPÀgÀ£ÀÄß ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¹ w½AiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ.

@ÅÛ°ÈÚ© mæMsÚÁé ®ÚÃOÚlzæ ÑÚMSæÀ : 17/2026-27  ¦«ÛMOÚ:24-08-2026
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Change of Name
I, RAHAMATHU NISHA, W/o. 
Mujeebur Rahman, residing 
at No. 26, Chidambaram 
Road, Sirkali, Mayiladuthurai-
609110, Tamilnadu, shall 
henceforth be known as 
“RAHMATH NISHA” 
vide Notary Affidavit dated 
27.08.2026 at Tiruchirappalli. 

RAHAMATHU NISHA


