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1 dead, 11 hurt
as car bomb explodes near 
Colombian police station

11 THRISSUR

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   20 4 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 28 19 LR
Italy (Rome) 35 23 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 31 23 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 33 26 TDS
Maldives (Male) 30  29 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 27 21 SNY

Singapore 31 28 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 27 22 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 24 12 LC
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 26 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 31 15 LC
UAE (Dubai) 37 33 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 36 25 LR
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KATHMANDU

RESCUE teams with search 
dogs continued to search 
through mud, rocks and debris 
on Tuesday on the border with 
Nepal and China for thousands 
of  people still missing follow-
ing the catastrophic floods that 
tore through communities 
across the Himalayas, leaving 
more than 1,000 dead.

As police in Kathmandu bur-
ied dozens of  bodies in multi-
ple trenches, Nepal’s disaster 
agency said that 1,003 deaths 
had been counted there, with 
3,916 people missing, including 
583 foreign nationals. In its lat-
est update, China reported 16 
deaths and 546 missing, includ-
ing 261 foreigners.

The scale of  the Aug. 26 dis-
aster is hampering rescue ef-
forts in both countries, with 
landslides, destroyed roads and 

widespread damage cutting off  
remote areas. Crews faced chal-
lenging conditions as they 
searched unstable terrain and 
piles of  debris, raising fears the 
death toll could rise as rescuers 

reach isolated communities.
Rescuers are racing to reach 

hundreds of  workers believed 
to be trapped inside tunnels at 
hydropower projects in Nepal 
damaged by the floods. About 

900 workers are missing from 
12 projects, with roughly 500 be-
lieved to be trapped in tunnels, 
according to local authorities.

Brigadier General Raja Ram 
Basnet, Nepal’s army spokes-
person, said teams assisted by 
foreign experts were working 
at several hydropower projects. 
Images released by the army 
showed rescue teams entering 
debris-filled tunnels and wad-
ing through mud and water in 
the search for signs of  life.

On the Chinese side, rescue 
crews scoured areas hit by 
mudslides, particularly around 
the Gyirong Port border cross-
ing, which was destroyed. In 
Kathmandu, police buried doz-
ens of  bodies in trenches next 
to a forested area. Barbed wire 
was erected around the site, 
while blue markers identified 
graves of  people whose names 
were not yet known.  AP

Nepal death toll crosses 1,000  
as rescuers race to find survivors
Police forced to resort to mass burials; rescue operations stuck due to weather conditions

Displaced girls sit  in a school converted into a temporary shelter for those who have 
lost their  homes, in Bidur in Nepal’s Nuwakot district on Tuesday |  AP

UN food agency halves West Bank 
aid owing to shortage of funding
ROME

THE United Nations’ food agen-
cy said Tuesday it is halving 
food assistance in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank because of  
severe funding shortages and 
warned it may be forced to 
make further cuts in Gaza, 
where it supports 1.5 million 
people.

The UN World Food Program 
said it will reduce assistance in 
the West Bank from 400,000 peo-
ple to 200,000 beginning this 
month. In Gaza, it reduced the 
value of  cash assistance by 40% 
for 375,000 people in July and 
said additional cuts will be una-
voidable unless it secures new 
funding.

“In Gaza we’ve already had to 
start reducing the amount of  
cash that we’re giving to around 
75,000 families,” Claire Nevill, 
WFP spokesperson for the Pal-
estinian territories, told The 
Associated Press on Tuesday. 
“Now, the same is happening 
for WFP’s West Bank opera-

tion.” WFP said it urgently 
needs an additional $386 mil-
lion over the next six months to 
assist an estimated 2 million 
food-insecure people across 
Gaza and the West Bank. 

According to WFP’s latest 
food security analysis, 76% of  
households in the West Bank 
have experienced a significant 
decline in income. One-third 

cannot afford a nutritious 
diet. 

“All of  this pressure has been 
building in terms of  the eco-
nomic downturn coupled with 
increasing settler violence and 
incursions on land, people los-
ing access to their livestock and 
land, which has also now had 
an impact on people’s food se-
curity,” Nevill said.                AP

A file photo of Palestinians waiting to receive donated food at a distribution centre 
in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip. The UN has warned of cutting aid to Gaza |  AP


