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Follow the drug. Find the network. Go to the source. We are strengthening #OperationToofan with 
a dedicated Anti-Narcotics Investigation Team to investigate high-value drug trafficking cases 
with interstate and international links. Led by IG Putta Vimaladitya, three specialised units in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Ernakulam and Kozhikode will focus on tracing the kingpins, networks and 
sources behind the trade. The seizure is not the end of an investigation. It is where the trail begins.
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

IN A bid to boost the morale of  the police person-
nel and foster public participation in policing 
activities, the Kerala Police has decided to hon-
our police officers who showcase remarkable 
performance in their duty and commoners whose 
contributions have helped the smooth function-
ing of  the force. In a direction given to district 
police chiefs, law and order ADGP P Vijayan has 
instructed that the fourth Saturday of  every 
month be observed as ‘Appreciation Day’ across 
all police districts in the state.

Officers who demonstrated good service, mod-
el conduct, remarkable investigative skills, acts 
of  bravery, and dedicated performance in duty 
during the preceding month will be presented 
with appreciation certificates, mementos, or oth-
er suitable recognitions in a public gathering. 

Commoners who made notable contributions, 
such as working for public safety or offering val-
uable assistance to the police, will also be hon-
oured in the ceremony, which will be held at dis-
trict/unit headquarters. Reports and photographs 
must be submitted to the ADGP (law and order) 
within the same month.

Now, fourth Saturday to 
become ‘Appreciation 
Day’ for police officers

Woman throws 
two kids into 
open well; 
nephew dies

Over 90,000 queries in four weeks, 
state police’s CyberWall is a big hit
A S W I N  A S O K  K U M A R  @T’Puram

SIGNIFYING Keralites aware-
ness about cybercrimes, the 
Keralam Police have received 
a whopping 90,532 queries on 
their CyberWall chatbot with-
in four weeks of  launch. 

The chatbot, with the mobile 
number +91 94979 64163 was 
launched on August 18 and is 
available on WhatsApp and Tel-
egram. Even as users called up 
the number enquiring about 
phone calls, text messages, 
website links and applications 
that they came across daily, Cy-
berWall got a boost after pro-
motion by social media influ-
encers focusing on tech-based 
content. 

Cyber operations officials at-
tributed the overwhelming re-
sponse to the decision to move 
to a space where people are 
more active, rather than stick-

ing to conventional awareness 
methods. In fact, daily queries 
have now risen to 10,893, which 
fluctuates based on outreach 
activities, said officials.

So how does it work? Well, 
people can send any input  – 
text, image or audio – which 
they suspect to be a fraud to the 
CyberWall chatbot on Telegram 
or WhatsApp. It analyses the 
data, including mobile num-
bers, UPI IDs, bank account de-
tails, message sender, links, IP 
addresses and e-mail IDs, pro-
vided through the chat and 
matches those with ones that 
are blacklisted or under police 
surveillance. 

Other commonly-seen hints 
of  scams – websites with less 
traffic, options to enter OTPs, 
applications not listed in the 
Play Store – is also monitored 
based on the input. If  any of  
the information is flagged as 

linked to a cyber fraud attempt, 
people are immediately alerted 
to register a case. 

Most common queries reach-
ing CyberWall are about links 
that claim a telecom firm is 
providing new offers, or ones 
that ask users to share a link to 
a certain number of  people to 
win an iPhone and the like.

“The move has helped  people 
of  all generations,” Cyber Op-
erations SP Ankit Asokan told 
TNIE. 

“The approach aimed at 
spreading awareness among 
people in a space where they 
are active. Not all will think to 
check whether a message they 
got is fake or not. But here, the 
government and police are on 
the other side to do that work, 
to check if  the sender is a 
scammer. People consider this 
a reliable and easily accessible 
option,” he said.

 Chatbot (+91 94979 
64163) Launched on Aug 18

 90,532 queries received 
between Aug 18 and Sept 14

 Daily queries reach up to 
10,893

 Chatbot available on 
WhatsApp and Telegram

Chatbot analyses data provided and matches those with ones under police surveillance

Ever 
vigilant

People can send 
text, image or 
audio which 
they suspect 
to be a fraud to 
the CyberWall 
chatbot

Alcohol seizure: 
Anto Augustine  
in excise custody
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kalpetta

REPORTER TV managing di-
rector Anto Augustine has been 
sent to excise custody in con-
nection with the seizure of  67 
litres of  liquor from his ances-
tral home at Vazhavatta in Ka-
rapuzha. The Bathery Judicial 
First Class Magistrate Court on 
Saturday granted the Excise 
Department his custody for 24 
hours for further interrogation 
and investigation.

Soon after being taken into 
custody, Anto was brought to 
his family residence, ‘Moonga-
nani house’, at Vazhavatta, 
where Excise officials conduct-
ed an evidence-gathering exer-
cise. The procedure 
continued for nearly 
four hours, after which 
he was taken to the Dis-
trict Assistant Excise 
Commissioner’s office 
at Meenangadi for fur-
ther interrogation.

The Excise Depart-
ment had sought four days’ cus-
tody, stating that a detailed in-
vestigation was required to 
trace the source of  the seized 
liquor, including how the ac-
cused obtained the foreign liq-
uor, the route used to transport 
it into Kerala, and the individu-
als, middlemen and distribu-
tion networks involved. The 
custody application said that if  
the investigation established 
that the liquor had entered Ker-
ala through a particular air-
port, seaport or shipping route, 
the accused would need to be 
taken to those locations for on-
site inspection to gather fur-
ther evidence and identify the 
persons and establishments in-
volved. The prosecution also 
pointed to the seizure of  12 li-
tres of  illicit liquor from the 
house. However, the court 
granted custody only for 24 
hours, from noon on Saturday 
to noon on Sunday. Northern 
Zone Excise Joint Commission-
er Y Shibu told the media that 
the department could seek an 

extension if  key procedures re-
mained incomplete.

During the court proceed-
ings, the defence reiterated its 
earlier contention that due pro-
cedures were not followed in 
Anto’s arrest. The defence ar-
gued that Anto was not present 
at the premises when the raid 
was conducted and was in Er-
nakulam at the time.

The defence also maintained 
that the building from which 
the liquor was seized had been 
sold on June 30, 2022, under 
SARFAESI proceedings and 
was no longer owned by Anto. 
The Bathery Magistrate Court 
had earlier rejected Anto’s bail 
plea, relying on the building 
certificate issued by the Muttil 
grama panchayat. Meanwhile, 
the High Court, which consid-
ered Anto’s bail plea on Friday, 
sought details from the govern-
ment and adjourned the hear-
ing to September 22.

Remark against CM: Anto 
seeks anticipatory bail
T’Puram: Anto Augustine moved 
court seeking anticipatory bail in 
the case registered against him in 
his ‘second marriage’ remark 
against Chief Minister V D 
Satheesan. The bail application 
was submitted before the 
Thiruvananthapuram District 
Court on Saturday. Even though 
the case was registered by the 
Thiruvananthapuram City Cyber 
Police based on a complaint filed 
by Congress member Raju P Nair 
with a zero-FIR, officials said that 
it had already been transferred to 
Kalamassery police station in 
Ernakulam, as the remark was 
made at a place coming under its 

jurisdiction. The issue 
began on Wednesday, 
when police officers from 
the SIT raided Reporter 
TV office and the 
residence of Anto 
Augustine in connection 
with the Messi visit row. 
Following this, Anto 
made the controversial 

remark while responding to the 
media. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Mangaluru

UPPINANGADY Police have 
arrested a 28-year-old woman 
for allegedly throwing two 
children, including her three-
year-old daughter, into a well 
at Perne following a quarrel 
with her husband on Satur-
day. One of  the children, her 
sister-in-law’s son, died in the 
incident.

The arrested is Noorunisa, 
28, while the deceased child 
has been identified as Rabik, 
3. Her daughter Aliya, 3, who 
was also thrown into the well, 
was rescued and is undergo-
ing treatment. She is reported 
to be in a stable condition.

According to the police, 
Noorunisa had an argument 
with her husband Sinan, who 
works as a mechanic at Perne, 
over a marital dispute during 
a phone conversation on Sat-
urday. Following the quarrel, 
she allegedly threw both chil-
dren into a well located in the 
front yard of  their house in a 
fit of  rage.

The incident came to light 
after residents nearby heard 
the children screaming and 
rushed to the spot. Local resi-
dents rescued both children 
from the well and shifted them 
for medical attention. How-
ever, Rabik died, while Aliya 
survived.

Apologised to Madras HC CJ 
for ‘disrespect’:  TN minister

MADURAI:  Minister for Law C T R Nirmal 
Kumar on Saturday said that he already 

apologised for the disrespect to Chief 
Justice of the Madras High Court during 

consecration of the Meenakshi 
Sundareswarar temple in Madurai.

26,250 Hans packets seized 
from Perumbavoor godowns
Kochi: A joint Excise team seized 26,250 
packets of Hans, a banned tobacco 
product, valued at around Rs 26.5 lakh, 
from two godowns near a lorry stand in 
Perumbavoor during a raid  
on Saturday. 
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