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T
he Additional Ses-
sions Court, Irinja-
lakuda, has trans-

ferred the Kodakara
hawala case, being investi-
gated by the Crime Branch,
to the Special Court under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in
Kaloor for a joint trial with
the case already �led by
the Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED).

The accused have been
directed to appear before
the PMLA court on Novem-
ber 19, 2026. In its petition,
the ED contended that the
trial of the scheduled of-
fence case and the PMLA
case should be conducted
simultaneously and sought

the transfer of the case un-
der Section 44(1)(c) of the
PMLA. The State police op-
posed the move, arguing
that transferring the case
would amount to an en-
croachment by the ED on
the powers of the State
government.

Special Public Prosecu-
tor M.J. Santhosh appeared
on behalf of the ED. It is
learnt that the ED is set to
move applications in all
courts dealing with cases
involving PMLA to the Spe-
cial PMLA Court.

In an objection �led be-
fore the Irinjalakuda court

on December 5, 2025, De-
puty Superintendent of
Police V.K. Raju, the inves-
tigating o�cer in the hawa-
la case, asserted that the
trial before the sessions
court was at an advanced
stage, and that any move to
transfer the case at the in-
stance of a third agency
with no investigative role
in the matter would cause
serious prejudice to the
prosecution. 

He further opposed the
ED’s move, contending
that the o�ences involved
in the case and those al-
leged by the Central agen-
cy were “separate and dis-
tinct”. 

The objection petition
also argued that Section 44
of the PMLA does not auth-
orise a parallel investiga-

tion or interference with
the lawful jurisdiction of
the State Police.

The Kodakara hawala
case revolves around an al-
leged highway robbery at
Kodakara, Thrissur, on
April 3, 2021, just three
days before the Kerala As-
sembly elections. 

Police investigations re-
vealed that ₹3.50 crore, al-
legedly being transported
to Ernakulam for use in the
election campaign, was
looted when a gang staged
a fake accident near Ko-
dakara to intercept the
vehicle carrying the mo-
ney. 

The police arrested 23
persons in connection
with the case and reco-
vered ₹1.58 crore, part of
the stolen booty.

Kodakara hawala case
transferred to PMLA court
for joint trial with ED case
State police oppose the move, arguing that transferring the case will amount to 
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Accused directed to
appear before the
PMLA court on 
November 19

The Central Marine Fisher-
ies Research Institute
(CMFRI) has said that the
tuna caught along the In-
dian coast do not show any
harmful parasite infesta-
tion and hence are safe to
consume as a healthy diet.

The institute has ad-
vised consumers not to
avoid tuna or other com-
mercially available �sh
solely based on reports of
parasitic infections detect-
ed in �sh from a particular
region. 

The advisory comes in
the wake of reports high-
lighting the presence of pa-
rasites in skipjack tuna,
based on a study conduct-
ed on �sh from the Atlantic
Ocean o� Brazil.

CMFRI Director Grinson
George said in a release
that scientists at the insti-
tute regularly examine
�sh, including skipjack tu-
na, as part of �sh biology

studies and observe �sh
for abnormalities and pa-
rasites whenever neces-
sary. The �sh examined do
not show external manifes-
tations of harmful parasitic
infestation, he added.

The institute said such
�ndings from a particular
geographical region
should not be generalised
to tuna caught in Indian
waters.

Tuna caught along
Indian coast safe to
consume: CMFRI
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The Thrikkakara police registered a case
in connection with an incident of vio-
lence allegedly involving private bus
crew at the municipal bus stand.

Reportedly, the driver and owner of a
bus were attacked by a group alleging
that the bus came to the stand one mi-
nute later than the allotted time on Mon-
day around 11 p.m. The case was regis-
tered against four persons. 

Case registered
following clash
involving bus crew
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