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HANNA ARHIROVA n Kyiv

Russian drones targeted
roadside gas stations in Kyiv
for a second straight day
Friday, as Moscow broad-
ened its air war in what
Ukrainian officials say is an
effort to rattle civilians.

Russian strikes on urban
gas stations have intensified
in recent months, mostly in
regions near the front line in
eastern and southern
Ukraine. It is part of a cam-
paign to disrupt civilian life
and weaken morale that has
also included attacks on food
distribution hubs, leaving
some supermarket shelves
bare in the Ukrainian Capital.

Ukraine is urgently trying
to improve its air defences as
Russia’s invasion stretches
into its fifth year, and on
Thursday won pledges of
more support from Canada.

Ukraine, meanwhile, has
extended its own long-range
drone campaign deep into
Russia, straining air defences
across its bigger neighbour’s
vast territory. On Thursday, its
military reported hitting a
refinery more than 3,000
kilometres away in Siberia as
Kyiv tries to hurt Russia’s
vital oil sector. Its strikes
have caused fuel shortages in
Russia, one of the world’s
biggest energy producers.

Russia’s oil product exports
hit record lows in August, and
Moscow is importing fuel from
South Korea and India, the
Centre for Research on Energy
and Clean Air said in a report.
“Ukrainian strikes on Russia’s
refining capacity have turned

tables on the world’s once
largest oil product exporter to
see them start importing fuels,
with imports surging to a
record 172,000 metric tons
(189,600 tons) in August —
more than seven times the
previous monthly high,” the
Finland-registered nonprofit
said on Thursday.

Drones hit two gas sta-
tions in 10 minutes in Kyiv’s
Dniprovskyi and Obolonskyi
districts Friday. Five people,
including a rescuer, were
wounded, the State
Emergency Service said.

Ukrainian officials and ana-
lysts have warned for months
that Russia would extend gas
station strikes to the capital as
part of its campaign to intimi-

date civilians. Authorities have
urged residents not to linger
near gas stations and other
exposed infrastructure during
air raid alerts.

Pavlohrad, a city in central
Ukraine, observed an official
day of mourning Friday for five
residents killed near shop-
ping malls in broad daylight by
Russian drones the previous
day.The attack also wounded
67 people, Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha said on X.

In the southern city of
Zaporizhzhia, a 32-year-old
woman and her 10-year-old
son were wounded in an
overnight Russian drone
attack, Ukraine’s State
Emergency Service said. The
drones struck a nine-story

apartment block and a shop-
ping mall, it said. Efforts to put
out the blazes were slowed by
the constant threat of repeat
strikes, forcing firefighters to
stop working and take shelter,
it added. Ukraine launched a
major barrage overnight from
Thursday to Friday, with the
Russian Defence Ministry
saying air defences intercept-
ed 777 Ukrainian drones over
16 Russian regions, as well as
occupied Crimea and the
waters of the Azov and the
Caspian seas.Two people
were killed and three others
wounded overnight in a
Ukrainian drone attack on the
Tula region south of Moscow,
local officials said on Friday.

SHIRISH B PRADHAN 
n Kathmandu

Nepal Prime Minister Balendra Shah
will highlight the impacts of climate
change, including the significant loss
of lives and property his country has
suffered from climate-induced disas-
ters, at the upcoming UN General
Assembly session, a top official said
on Friday.

Shah will visit the US for the 81st
session of the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) in New
York from September 22
to 26. This would be his
first foreign visit since
assuming of f ice  in
March.

“Prime Minister Shah
is scheduled to address
the General Debate on
September 24, 2026,”

said Foreign Secretary Amrit Bahadur
Rai during a press briefing at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Friday.

During his address, Shah will raise
the issue of climate change and its
impacts in the wake of the devastat-
ing Bhotekoshi f lash floods of 
August 26.

Rai said the heavy losses borne by
Nepal due to the flash floods have
proven again that the country lies on
“the forefront of the crisis emerging
from climate change”. (PTI )

Nepal Cabinet approves PM Shah’s participation in UN General Assembly 

South Korea’s ex-President acquitted in soldier’s death case

Kyiv: More than half a

million Russian troops have

been killed in Ukraine since

the start of Moscow’s full-

scale invasion in February

2022, a senior British

defence official said Friday.

The dead are part of 1.5

million Russian casualties in

Ukraine, Air Chief Marshall

Sir Richard Knighton, Chief

of the UK’s Defence Staff,

said. The UK figures roughly

coincide with those

published by the Ukrainian

military. There was no

immediate comment from

Russian officials. Moscow’s

bigger army is struggling to

make headway on the

battlefield. Western officials

and analysts say the Russian

rate of advance has slowed

significantly this year. (AP )

UK CHIEFS CLAIM 1.5M
RUSSIAN TROOPS DEATH

Russian drones target Kyiv gas stations

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, second right, being presented a memento during a visit to the Emirates Global Aluminium (EGA) facility, at
Jebel Ali in Dubai, UAE AP

KIM TONG-HYUNG n Seoul

Former South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol was acquitted Friday in a
case related to a marine’s drowning
death in a rare reprieve in one of the
criminal cases brought against him
following his ouster for imposing
martial law.

The independent counsel’s indict-
ment had alleged Yoon deliberately
appointed former Defence Minister
Lee Jong-Sup as his ambassador to
Australia to help him leave the

country and evade a criminal inves-
tigation into the death of Cpl Chae Su-
geun, who drowned during a search-
and-rescue operation for flood
victims in 2023.

But the Seoul Central District Court
ruled it was unclear whether Yoon’s
appointment was intended to
disrupt the investigation. Yoon said
he appointed Lee as ambassador to
promote military cooperation with
Canberra, and his lawyers welcomed
the court’s verdict while calling on
prosecutors not to appeal.

Yoon’s former justice minister and
presidential security director were
among other defendants also acquit-
ted of charges that they colluded with
Yoon to help Lee sidestep the inves-
tigation. Prosecutors didn’t immedi-
ately say whether they would appeal
Friday’s verdict.

A separate indictment alleges
Yoon and other officials tried to cover
up and manipulate the investigation
into Chae’s death, which sparked a
public uproar after it emerged that
military commanders had ordered

soldiers to conduct search opera-
tions without life vests and other
safety equipment. 

An early investigation by the
marine corps held a division com-
mander and seven other people
responsible for Chae’s death. But
Yoon expressed fury over the com-
mander’s inclusion, prompting
senior presidential and Defence
Ministry officials to pressure the
marine corps to revise the report to
exclude the commander, according
to prosecutors.


