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Andhra Pradesh CM orders action on
political activities by coaching centre

Vice-President Radhakrishnan to lead
Hyderabad Liberation Day celebrations
Hyderabad, Vice-

President of India C.P.
Radhakrishnan will be hoisting
the National Flag at
Secunderabad Parade
Grounds here on Thursday to
mark Hyderabad Liberation
Day.

Vice President C.P.
Radhakrishnan will be the chief
guest at this year’s event. He
will review the parade by the
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF).

Telangana Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla, Central
ministers Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, G. Kishan Reddy,
Bandi Sanjay Kumar and
others will attend the event,
which will also feature cultural
programmes.

It was on September 17,
1948, that the then Hyderabad
State was annexed into the
Indian Union.

For the fifth consecutive
year, the Centre is organising
Hyderabad Liberation Day
celebrations.

Like the last few years, the
Central and Telangana
governments will celebrate
the day with different themes.

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy will unfurl the National
Flag at the main event to be
held at the Public Garden in
Hyderabad.

For the third year in a row,
the state government is
celebrating it as 'Telangana
Praja Palana Dinotsavam
(people's governance day)'.
State ministers, government
advisors, and key
representatives will hoist the
National Flag and take the
salute at the off icial
celebrations in all 32 district
headquarters. The National
Flag will also be unfurled at
all government offices, urban
local bodies, and gram
panchayats. While the earlier
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
government celebrated
September 17 as 'National
Integration Day' in 2022 and

2023, Congress, which came
to power in December 2023,
decided to celebrate the
occasion as ‘Praja Palana
Dinotsavam'.

In 2022, the Union Ministry
of Culture started organising
the celebrations in Hyderabad
on September 17.

In 2024, the BJP-led
government at the Centre
decided to celebrate
September 17 as Hyderabad
Liberation Day. It issued a
gazette notification,
mentioning that Hyderabad did
not get independence for 13
months after India's
Independence on August 15,
1947 and continued to be
under the Nizam's rule.

In 2022 and 2023, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
unfurled the national flag at
Hyderabad Liberation Day
celebrations. Union Coal and
Mines Minister Kishan Reddy
led the celebrations in 2024,
while Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh was the chief
guest in 2025.

The BJP has long been
demanding an off icial
celebration of September 17
as Hyderabad Liberation Day.

Earlier, in united Andhra
Pradesh and later in
Telangana, the party used to
organise protests demanding
that the government officially
organise the celebrations.

Successive governments,
however, avoided official

celebrations in view of the
objections from Muslim
organisations, which claimed
that a massacre took place in
the name of 'Police Action' as
'Operation Polo' was popularly
known.

All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) led by
Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi and other parties
strongly opposed the
celebrations on the grounds
that the entire India has one
Independence Day.

Accusing the BJP of giving
communal colour to the issue,
then Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao in 2023
decided to celebrate
September 17 as National
Integration Day.

AIMIM also changed its
strategy and celebrated it as
National Integration Day.

Last year, Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy invited Union
Ministers Amit Shah, Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, Kishan
Reddy, and Minister of State
Bandi Sanjay Kumar to attend
'Praja Palana Dinotsavam' to
celebrate the anniversary of
the "arrival and heralding of
democracy on Hyderabad
soil".

The BJP leaders, however,
rejected the invitation. Kishan
Reddy wrote that he "cannot
be part of an insincere ritual
that blatantly attempts to
erase the truth from the
people".

Amaravati, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu on
Tuesday made it clear that
private coaching centres
should not become platforms
for ‘political activities’ or
‘politically motivated
conspiracies.’ Following a few
recent incidents, the state
government has focused its
attention on the issue. It was
observed that some individuals
were allegedly pressuring
private coaching centres with
the intention of tarnishing the
image of the government.

Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu reviewed
the matter with officials on
Tuesday and directed them to
take appropriate action
against coaching centres
found to be functioning in
violation of the prescribed
rules. Officials informed the

Chief Minister that certain
private coaching centre
managements were allegedly
putting pressure on
candidates preparing for
competitive examinations and
encouraging them to
participate in protests and
agitations. They stated that
candidates who should be
focusing on preparation for
competitive examinations
were being used for politically
motivated protests. The
officials further informed the
Chief Minister that some

coaching centre owners were
allegedly encouraging
candidates to participate in
protests and agitations with
ulterior motives. Taking
serious note of the issue, the
Chief Minister directed officials
to initiate action against
institutions violating the
regulations. The government
made it clear that it would not
tolerate private coaching
centre managements involving
candidates in politically
motivated activities or
allegedly using them as part
of  political conspiracies.

The Chief Minister directed
officials to take legal action if
coaching centres, which are
meant to prepare candidates
for various competit ive
examinations, encourage them
to participate in political
protests and agitations in
violation of the rules.

India a key example of how AI
could be deployed for social,

developmental benefit: Bill Gates
New Delhi, Microsoft Co-

founder Bill Gates has said
that artificial intelligence (AI)
is fundamentally different
from previous technological
revolutions, warning that
society may not yet be ready
for the scale and speed of
change ahead.

He underlined AI’s
extraordinary potential and
pointed to India as an
important example of how the
technology could be deployed
rapidly for social and
developmental benefit. "It’s a
stunning set of capabilities,"
Gates said, adding that India
could demonstrate how "we
can drive the good stuff as fast
as possible".

In a conversation with
NDTV, the billionaire
philanthropist said the world
should consider slowing the
advance of AI if it gives
societies more time to
prepare for the profound
changes it could bring.

Gates said AI was
fundamentally different from
the personal computer and the
internet - two technological
revolutions he helped shape
during his years at Microsoft
and cautioned against
assuming its impact would be
as easy to manage.

"AI is a very unique
technology," he said. "I
caution people who think it’ll

be as easy to manage the
impacts of AI as it’s been to
manage other technologies,"
he added.

The breadth and speed of
AI’s development had forced
even someone with his long-
standing belief in innovation to
consider whether the pace
itself needed to be questioned,
he said.

"If we could slow things
down, I think we should
consider that because of this
need to get ready for such a
rapid change," Gates told
NDTV.

“Throughout my life, I
have been a champion of
innovation,” Gates said,
referring to both his years at
Microsoft and the work of the
Gates Foundation. "This is a
rare case where innovation
may be so broad and so
dramatic that we’re not ready
for it." Gates also identified

cybersecurity as one of the
most immediate risks,
warning that AI tools could
significantly strengthen the
capabilities of those carrying
out cyberattacks.

"In the near term, there
are cyberattacks where these
AI tools will enable the
offensive side," he said,
stressing that defensive
capabilities would need to
evolve just as rapidly.

He also addressed the
deeper question of whether
increasingly capable AI
systems can always remain
under human control.

"The idea of keeping the
AI under control, I have
always thought of that as
something fairly far out in the
future," he said, before
pointing to recent instances in
reinforcement learning where
AI systems displayed
unexpected behaviour.

Calcutta HC dismisses PIL against Mamata over
Bangladesh-related comments at public meeting

Kolkata, The Calcutta High
Court on Wednesday
dismissed a public interest
litigation (PIL) filed against
former West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
over her Bangladesh-related
comments made at a public
meeting here earlier this year.

In the previous hearing on
September 1, the High Court
sought a report from the state
government on the comments
made by the former Chief
Minister that sparked the
controversy. The report,
submitted to it on Wednesday,
held that her comments did
not have any element of a
cognisable offence.
Thereafter, a division bench
headed by the new Chief
Justice Ravindra Vithalrao
Ghuge dismissed the PIL filed

by an individual named
Avratanu Sarkar. After the
Assembly polls earlier this
year, Banerjee made a
comment relating to
neighbouring Bangladesh at a
public meeting at Esplanade in
central Kolkata on June 2.
While the Trinamool Congress
supremo did not directly name
anyone, many believed that
she was referring to the
murder of young Bangladeshi
leader Osman Hadi. Banerjee
said that a murderer from
Bangladesh, who came to
West Bengal via Meghalaya,

was arrested by the state
police's Special Task Force
(STF) when she was the Chief
Minister. “After that, the Union
Home Minister himself called
me and gave credit. I did not
say anything on this for so
long. I did not open my mouth
in the matter. Now that the
oppression against us has
reached its limit. But I am not
mentioning names out of
courtesy. The people of
Bangladesh will become
agitated. I don't want that. I
love the country," she had
said. At that time, many people
present at the public meeting
demanded that Banerjee
should reveal the name, but
she refused, contending that
she would not reveal the name
for the sake of national
interest.

Govt eases entry norm for
small exporters for

consignments up to Rs 3 lakh
New Delhi, The

government has introduced
exemption from the
requirement of Registration-
cum-Membership Certificate
(RCMC) or Certificate of
Registration for small-value
export consignments up to Rs
3 lakh, according to a
Commerce Ministry statement
issued on Wednesday.

The measure is aimed at
reducing the compliance
burden for new and small
exporters and facilitating
exports through postal,
courier as well as e-
commerce and other
emerging channels. The
Directorate General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT) has amended
Para 2.57 of the Foreign Trade
Policy, 2023 to provide that
RCMC or Certificate of
Registrat ion will not be
required for export
consignments having a free-
on-board (FOB) value of up to
Rs 3 lakh, wherever such
certificate is otherwise
required under the Foreign
Trade Policy.

Export consignments
exceeding Rs 3 lakh will
continue to require a valid
RCMC or Certificate of
Registrat ion, wherever
applicable, the statement said.

Historical data for the last
five years (2021-22 to 2025-
26) indicates that low-value
exports account for a
significant share of shipping
bil ls but a very small
proportion of the overall
export value.

Consignments up to
$3,000, for instance, account
for 43 per cent of shipping bills
but only 0.86 per cent of
India’s total merchandise
export value. The exemption
is, therefore, expected to
cover a substantial number of
small-value export
transactions while having only
a marginal impact on the
overall value of exports.

At present, exporters are
generally required to obtain an
RCMC or Certificate of
Registration from the relevant
Export Promotion Council or
Commodity Board, wherever
applicable under the Foreign
Trade Policy.

For new or occasional
exporters undertaking small-
value consignments, this
involves an additional
compliance step, including

identifying the appropriate
registering body, submitting
the prescribed documents and
completing the registration
process before undertaking
exports.

The measure provides
MSMEs, artisans, small
businesses and first-time
exporters with a simpler entry
point into international
markets by removing the
requirement to obtain an
RCMC upfront for eligible
small-value consignments.
This will enable emerging
exporters to test overseas
markets and establish an
export track record with lower
initial compliance
requirements.

As exporters expand their
operations and their
consignments move beyond
the Rs 3 lakh threshold, they
can obtain membership of the
relevant Export Promotion
Councils or Commodity Boards
and access export promotion,
market access and other
institutional support services,
the statement said.The
measure offers lower entry
barriers for new exporters,
enabling f irst-time and
occasional exporters to
undertake eligible small-value
exports without obtaining an
RCMC upfront. It is particularly
beneficial for MSMEs and
small businesses, as small
manufacturers, artisans,
entrepreneurs and emerging
exporters will be able to
explore overseas markets and
build an export track record
with lower initial compliance
requirements.

The exemption will also
facilitate e-commerce and
other emerging export
channels. It is expected to
support low-value exports
through postal, courier and
other emerging channels that
are increasingly enabling
businesses to reach
international customers.

The measure will also help
broaden the base of Export
Promotion Councils and
Commodity Boards by
encouraging greater
participation of MSMEs in
exports.

Permission revoked
for ‘Varah March’ in
MP’s Dhar; heavy
police deployed,

activists detained

Dhar,  A fresh controversy
has erupted in Madhya
Pradesh's Dhar after the
district administration revoked
permission for the ‘Varah
March’ proposed by the
'Sanatan Prahari Samiti', citing
security concerns and the
need to maintain law and
order.

A heavy police force has
been deployed across the city,
and several office-bearers
associated with the march
were arrested on Tuesday
morning. To prevent potential
tension, the administration
ordered the immediate
removal of all posters and
hoardings related to the
event. Anticipating unrest, the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) kept the protected site
at Ganjikhana closed to the
public on Tuesday.

The historical structure is
known as ‘Vijay Mandir’ by the
Hindu community and ‘Lat
Masjid’ by the Muslim
community.

Assistant Superintendent
of Police Vijay Dawar said that
the permission was cancelled
due to security concerns. He
appealed to residents to
maintain peace and avoid
unnecessary movement
outside their homes.


