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NO MORE TEARS
Tamil Nadu commenced the sale of onions through ration shops at a subsidised 

price of Rs 35 per kg, as announced in the Assembly, to control the recent surge in 
onion prices and reduce the burden on consumers |   K K SUNDAR

Anitha Vangalapudi  @Anitha_TDP

CM Chandrababu Naidu decided to provide Krishna waters to 
Markapuram district and Godavari waters to Anakapalli to provide 
a permanent solution for irrigation and drinking water needs
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‘Blackmail politics’ by 
Revanth, says Surekha

AICC gives nod to drop Telangana minister after weeks of acrimony 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

ENDING two weeks of  politi-
cal uncertainty surrounding 
Endowments Minister Konda 
Surekha, the All-India Con-
gress Committee on Thursday 
cleared her removal from the 
Telangana cabinet. After con-
sultations with senior Con-
gress leaders, including Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi, the 
AICC approved the decision 
and a formal recommendation 
was sent to the Lok Bhavan 
later in the day.

A notification on her removal 
was still expected when this re-
port was filed. With Surekha’s 
exit, three cabinet posts are now 
vacant. Telangana Chief  Minis-
ter A Revanth Reddy had decided 
to drop Surekha from the Coun-
cil of  Ministers with immediate 
effect and had sent a recommen-
dation to the Governor. He also 
decided to remove G Chinna 
Reddy as vice-chairman of  the 
Telangana Planning Board and 
appointed Gadwal Vijayalaksh-
mi. The government also appoint-
ed Nerella Sharada as chairper-
son of  State Commission for 
Women and G Sudha Rani, as 
chairperson of  the Kakatiya Ur-
ban Development Authority.

Surekha alleges ‘blackmail 
politics’ behind removal
Senior MLA Konda Surekha on 
Thursday accused CM Revanth 
Reddy of  using “blackmail poli-

tics” to secure her removal from 
the cabinet.  Addressing a press 
conference in Delhi, Surekha 
claimed, “The Congress high 
command had no intention of  
removing me. Revanth Reddy 
used blackmail politics and got 
me removed,” she said. She said 
that Revanth’s brothers Kondal 
and Tirupathi Reddy, MP Vem 
Narender Reddy and Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy had 
conspired against her and 
claimed that remarks made by 
her daughter Sushmita were de-
liberately used against her.

Aadi Srinivas rejects 
‘blackmail’ charge

Government Whip Aadi Srini-
vas on Thursday rejected 
former Minister Konda Su-
rekha’s allegation saying her 
dismissal was a consequence 
of  her conduct. 

Srinivas alleged that Su-
rekha had repeatedly acted in 
a manner that weakened the 
Congress and the government 
despite being given several 
oppor tunities  to  cor rect 
course. He said Congress 
leaders Sonia Gandhi, Rahul 
Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge 
and KC Venugopal had exam-
ined her conduct before de-
ciding that indiscipline could 
not be tolerated.

Cabinet reshuffle unlikely 
before Assembly session
For all the talk around the next 
Cabinet reshuffle, the message 
coming from the Congress camp 
on Thursday was that there 
may be no immediate expan-
sion or reshuffle. At least, not 
before the Assembly session. 

T he appointments  an-
nounced on Thursday may 
have offered the first clue. Dis-
cussions on a broader reshuffle 
is under way. Sources said, a  
reshuffle, whenever it happens, 
is expected to involve changes 
in portfolios as well. Social and 
regional representation will 
have to be factored in, particu-
larly after Surekha’s exit.

Background
The political controversy 

sparked on August 19, when 
Surekha’s daughter 

Sushmita made allegations 
against CM Revanth Reddy 

and his brother at 
Geesukonda on the eve of 

Surekha’s birthday 
celebrations. The allegations 
triggered a political row and 
eventually led to disciplinary 

action against Surekha.

B O S K Y  K H A N N A  @ Bengaluru 

AROUND three weeks after the 
Hanur shooting incident in 
Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary, a 
poaching case in MM Hills 
Wildlife Sanctuary has come to 
light. However, foresters were 
unable to nab the poachers. 

Officials said the incident 
happened at 11.30pm on Sep-
tember 1 in Hanur buffer range 
of  Hanur Wildlife sub-division 
near Uduthorehalli reservoir 
dam gate. “Anti-poaching camp 
staffers reported hearing 
sounds during patrolling. 
When they approached the lo-
cation, they saw four people 
with sacks and bundles on their 
heads. They tried to catch them 
but they escaped, leaving their 
items behind. When the bun-
dles were opened, they found 
sambar deer chopped into piec-
es. The head of  a Schedule-1 
species was also found,” a sen-

ior forest official said. 
The official admitted that 

they were unable to nab the 
poachers. “We are trying to es-
tablish the identity of  the 
poachers. Preliminary investi-
gation revealed that the animal 
was shot down. We have also 
seized the weapons they left be-
hind. A wildlife offence report 
has been filed and investigation 
is under way,” the official said. 

The forest department dog 
squad has also been deployed. 
The official said that in recent 
times, there has been a rise in 
wildlife poaching cases and 
many are coming to light. After 
the Hanur incident, patrolling 
in other forest divisions has 
also intensified. 

Sources said the Chamara-
janagar district commissioner 
had submitted the inquiry re-
port to the chief  secretary 
which is to be shared with the 
CM and Forest Minister.

4 dump chopped sambar 
deer remains, escape 

MM HILLS POACHING 

Surekha and  Revanth (File image)

N A U S H A D  B I J A P U R   @  B e l a g a v i 

AEQUS chairman and CEO 
Aravind Melligeri said Bela-
gavi has the potential to 
emerge as a major global aero-
space manufacturing hub, 
with the company con-
tinuing to expand its ca-
pabilities and capacity 
in the region.

During an interaction 
at the Aequs campus in 
Belagavi, Melligeri said 
Aequs’ decision to estab-
lish its aerospace eco-
system in Belagavi, rather than 
in a larger city such as Ben-
galuru, was based on the belief  
that sophisticated manufactur-
ing could be successfully built 
outside the traditional indus-
trial centres.

“Customers see this as one 
of  its kind in the world. We 
have built it here, not in Ben-
galuru, because it can be 
done,” he said.

Recalling the early challeng-
es, Melligeri said establishing 

the facility was initially 
a difficult and slow proc-
ess. When Aequs began 
its operations in 2007, 
Belagavi lacked even ad-
equate hotel and air con-
nectivity, forcing cus-
tomers to undertake 
long road journeys. How-

ever, he said the situation had 
changed considerably with im-
provements in infrastructure 
and connectivity.

He said Aequs had deliber-
ately developed its operations 
around local communities 

rather than creating a migrant 
workforce.  The company 
draws employees from several 
surrounding areas and has in-
vested in community develop-
ment through its foundation, 
including school support, 
teacher training, STEM educa-
tion, career planning and 
scholarships.

“Manufacturing is ultimate-
ly a people business,” Melligeri 
said, stressing the importance 
of  developing local skills and 
integrating industry with sur-
rounding communities.

  He said the aerospace eco-
system around Belagavi was 
gaining momentum, with en-
trepreneurs, industries, educa-
tional institutions and govern-
ment agencies increasingly 
working together.

Aequs head: Bright aerospace future for B’gavi

E X P R E S S  R E A D

TN urges Centre to make Tamil lead HC language
CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly on Thursday 

unanimously adopted a resolution urging the Union Government to 
recognise Tamil as the principal language of the Madras High Court and 

take immediate steps to allow Tamil in court proceedings. Moving the 
resolution, CM Vijay said the Constitution provides legal avenues for 

states to use their official languages. Tamil is the official language of 
TN under the Tamil Nadu Official Language Act, 1956. ENS

BENGALURU: Gyani Butta Singh, head granthi, has been honoured by the Gurbani Seva 
at Gurudwara Sahib in Ulsoor for completing two years in the position. Over the past two 
years, Singh has served Guru Ghar and the Sadh Sangat with humility and a deep 
commitment to Sikh values. Members of the Sadh Sangat came together to 
acknowledge his contribution and convey their appreciation. ENS

Madras HC dismisses 
Stalin’s petition
CHENNAI: The Madras High 
Court  on Thursday 
dismissed ‘as not 
maintainable’ a writ 
petition filed by embattled 
DMK president MK Stalin 
seeking to conduct 100% 
counting of the VVPATs and 
checking of the EVMs in 
Kolathur constituency, apart 
from nullifying the victory 
of TVK MLA VS Babu and 
declaring him as the winner.
The order comes as a blow 
to the DMK leader at a time
when he has been initiating 
a slew of measures to 
revamp his party 
organisation by infusing 
fresh blood, particularly to 
galvanize Gen Z. ENS

Gyani Butta Singh completes 2 yrs as head granthi


