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Dharamsala, September 5
Teachers are not merely trans-
mitters of knowledge but also
mentors, researchers, innova-
tors and nation-builders who
can drive social transforma-
tion, said Prof (Dr) SP Bansal,
Vice-Chancellor of Central
University of Himachal
Pradesh (CUHP), Dharam-
sala, in his Teachers’ Day mes-
sage on Saturday.

Extending greetings to
teachers, research scholars,
students, officers and non-
teaching staff, Prof Bansal
called upon the university
community to work together
to build a self-reliant, innova-
tive, inclusive and globally rel-
evant institution.

Reflecting on the changing
educational landscape, he said
artificial intelligence, techno-
logical disruption, climate
change and evolving socio-eco-
nomic realities had made the
role of teachers more impor-
tant than ever. “Artificial intelli-
gence may provide an answer,
but a teacher helps a student
ask the right question,” he said,
stressing that technology
should remain a tool for human
development and should not
replace human values, empa-
thy and judgement.

Prof Bansal said a self-reliant
university should have the
capacity to generate knowl-
edge, innovations, partner-
ships and resources while

remaining connected with
society. He urged faculty
members to strengthen
research, entrepreneurship,
consultancy, technology trans-
fer and interdisciplinary col-
laboration, ensuring that
research translated into solu-
tions for real-life challenges.

Highlighting CUHP’s loca-
tion in the Himalayan region,
he said the university had an
opportunity to emerge as a
national centre of excellence in
Himalayan ecology, disaster
resilience, climate change, bio-
diversity, sustainable tourism,
indigenous knowledge, moun-
tain agriculture and communi-
ty development.

“The Himalayas are not
merely our geographical loca-
tion; they can become our aca-
demic laboratory, our research
inspiration and our contribu-
tion to the nation,” he said.

Describing CUHP as a fam-

ily, Prof Bansal said institu-
tional excellence depended
on the collective contribution
of teachers, students,
researchers, administrative
and technical staff and other
employees. Through com-
munity engagement and ini-
tiatives such as Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan, he said, stu-
dents should help solve prob-
lems faced by villages and
mountain communities.
Linking education with the
vision of Viksit
Bharat@2047, Prof. Bansal
said universities must nur-
ture young people with pro-
fessional competence,
integrity, creativity, scientific
temper and a spirit of serv-
ice. He called for a shift from
research output to research
impact, from employment
seekers to opportunity cre-
ators, and from institutional
dependence to self-reliance.

Teachers can build a self-reliant
Viksit Bharat, says CUHP VC
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Shimla, September 5
Professor Himanshu Kumar
Chaturvedi, Director, Indian
Institute of Advanced Study
(IIAS), today paid tribute to
Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrish-
nan, saying that the great
teacher, philosopher and
educationist played an
important role in placing the
Indian intellectual tradition
on the global stage.

Delivering the presiden-
tial address at a Teachers’
Day celebration, he said
Radhakrishnan’s life repre-
sented an outstanding syn-
thesis of Indian education,
philosophy and the pursuit
of knowledge. Highlighting
Radhakrishnan’s associa-
tion with the establishment
of the IIAS, Prof Chaturve-
di said Teachers’ Day was
significant for the institute
not merely as an important
national observance, but
also as an occasion linked
to its intellectual heritage
and the memory of its
Founder-President.

He further emphasised the
importance of independent

thinking, dialogue and the
continuous pursuit of
knowledge in higher educa-
tion and advanced study.

“This day holds particular
significance for the IIAS as
both Teachers’ Day and the
intellectual heritage of the
institute are closely connect-
ed with the personality and

legacy of Dr Radhakrish-
nan. The ideals established
by him in education, philos-
ophy and advanced study
continue to inspire inde-
pendent and deeper intellec-
tual discourse,” he said.

Professor S Ranganath,
fellow, IIAS, while referring
to the life and personality of

Dr Radhakrishnan, high-
lighted his philosophical
thought, dedication to edu-
cation and efforts to connect
the Indian knowledge tradi-
tion with global intellectual
discourse. He said Radhakr-
ishnan’s life exemplified
how the role of a teacher
could extend far beyond the

confines of the classroom to
contribute to the intellectual
development of society and
the nation.

Professor Brijendra
Pandey, fellow, IIAS, who
delivered a special lecture,
highlighted the historical
and intellectual significance
of Teachers’ Day and
recalled Dr Radhakrish-
nan’s contribution. Refer-
ring to Radhakrishnan’s
philosophical outlook and
ideas on education, he
emphasised the need to con-
nect knowledge with life
and society. Recalling Dr
Radhakrishnan’s role as
Founder-President of the
IIAS, he said the purpose of
advanced study extended
beyond academic specialisa-
tion to encourage independ-
ent thought, dialogue and
wider human concerns.

Earlier, floral tributes were
offered by those present to
Dr Radhakrishnan’s por-
trait. The programme was
attended by National Fel-
lows, Tagore Fellows, Fel-
lows, IUC Associates, Sec-
tion Heads and other
members of the institute.

Radhakrishnan took Indian intellectual
tradition to global stage: Prof Chaturvedi
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Indian Institute of Advanced Study Director Himanshu Kumar Chaturvedi addresses officials
during the Teacher's Day celebrations in Shimla on Saturday.

Dinesh Kanwar

Hamirpur, September 5
The National Institute of
Technology (NIT), Hamir-
pur, will host the three-day
‘Shiksha Mahakumbh Edi-
tion 6’ from October 9. NIT
Director Prof HM Suryavan-
shi stated this while
addressing the media at the
institute today. The NIT will
organise Shiksha
Mahakumbh in collabora-
tion with the DHE unit of
VBITR, IIT-Mandi, Central
University of Himachal
Pradesh and the Association
of Indian Universities.

The director said the
theme of the event is ‘Edu-
cation for Development and
Harmony with Nature’. He
said the first five editions of
Shiksha Mahakumbh were
organised at various Nation-
al Institutes of Technology
across the country. These
events played a pivotal role
in fostering innovation,
research, Indian knowledge
traditions and a national
educational perspective.
They also contributed sig-
nificantly to India’s educa-
tional resurgence.

He said the three-day
event would feature 16 mul-
tidisciplinary international
conferences and eight
national conclaves, includ-
ing the Startup Conclave,
Vice-Chancellors’ Conclave
and Scientists’ Conclave.

These programmes would
facilitate expert discussions
on science and technology,
education, health, the envi-
ronment, Indian knowledge
traditions, entrepreneur-
ship, defence and other
important sectors.

Speaking on the occasion,
Shiksha Mahakumbh
national coordinator Arti
Sharma said the event would
promote research, innova-
tion and critical thinking
among students of Classes 9
to 12 through ‘Shod-
hankur’, a student research
journal. She added that 223
research papers had been
received for the event. She
said Punjab Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria would inau-
gurate the event on the first
day. Former Chief Minister
Jairam Thakur would be the
chief guest on the second
day, while Himachal
Pradesh Governor Kavindra
Gupta would be the chief
guest on the concluding day.
Other dignitaries invited to
the event include Dr Rajiv
Bhardwaj, MP; Anurag
Thakur, former Union Minis-
ter; and Dr Sikander Kumar,
Rajya Sabha MP.

NIT Registrar Dr Archana
Santosh Nanoti, Shiksha
Mahakumbh Convener Dr
Shamsher Singh and Cen-
tral University of Himachal
Pradesh Controller Dr Jiten-
dra Garg were also present
on the occasion.

NIT to host three-day
Shiksha Mahakumbh
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Dharamsala, September 5
Shahpur MLA and Deputy
Chief Whip Kewal Singh
Pathania on Saturday inaugu-
rated five new courses at Gov-
ernment Degree College,
Shahpur, on the occasion of its
20th foundation day.

The new courses include
Bachelor of Business Adminis-
tration (BBA), Bachelor of
Computer Applications (BCA),
Bachelor of Vocation (B Voc),
Post Graduate Diploma in
Computer Applications (PGD-
CA) and Physical Education.

Addressing the gathering,
Pathania said Himachal
Pradesh had improved its posi-
tion in education from 21st to
fifth in the country under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu.

He said the introduction of
five new courses at Shahpur
College would give students
in the region access to voca-
tional and job-oriented edu-
cation close to their homes.
The courses would also cre-
ate new employment oppor-
tunities for students pursu-
ing higher education.

Pathania said the state gov-

ernment had taken a historic
decision to appoint professors
and assistant professors in uni-
versities through the Himachal
Pradesh Public Service Com-
mission to curb irregularities.
He added that discussions
were under way with a reputed
institution to provide online
coaching for competitive
examinations to students of
Classes VIII to X.  Pathania
congratulated teachers on
Teachers’ Day and lauded
their contribution to education.
He honoured teachers from the
Shahpur area for their out-
standing work in the field.

Shahpur college marks Teachers’
Day with launch of five courses

MLA Kewal Singh Pathania and other dignitaries during the Teachers’ Day programme held at
Governmentt College, Shahpur, on Saturday.

Central University of Himachal Pradesh Vice-Chancellor Dr SP Bansal.

Our Correspondent

Dharamsala, September 5
A 32-year-old doctor work-
ing at a private hospital was
arrested after the Crime
Investigation Agency (CIA)
of the Kangra police alleged-
ly seized 8.03 gm of heroin
(chitta) from his possession
during a late-night checking
on September 4.

Acting on a tip-off, the CIA
team intercepted a car
(HP39D6429) near Hanuman
Mandir Ghat on the bypass
road, under the jurisdiction
of the Kangra police station.
During the search, the con-
traband was recovered from
the car driver, identified as
Dr Shaurya (32), a resident of
Old Chari Road, Kotwali
Bazaar, Dharamsala.

The police seized the con-
traband and the vehicle. A
case has been registered at
the Kangra police station
under the provisions of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psy-

chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, with further
investigation underway. 

The police are working to
trace the source of the con-
traband and establish the
identity of its intended
recipient.

As part of their strategy,
the police are focusing on
stricter checking drives and
surveillance, particularly
during late-night hours.
Officials have also indicated
that violations such as
drunk driving and other
traffic offences will be dealt
with strictly in order to
enhance road safety and
maintain public order.

Kangra SP Kulbhushan
Verma has appealed to resi-
dents to immediately
report any suspected
involvement in the illegal
drug trade or other unlaw-
ful activities. The police
have assured that the iden-
tity of informants will be
kept strictly confidential.

Doctor held with 8-gm chitta 

Rajesh Sharma

Our Correspondent

Una, September 5
Deputy Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri today
presided over the closing cer-
emony of the 41st Zonal
School Under-14 (Boys)
Sports Tournament at Gov-
ernment Senior Secondary
School, Kangar, in Haroli sub-
division. Around 350 stu-
dents from 35 schools of the
subdivision took part in the
three-day tournament. They
competed in volleyball, kho-
kho, kabaddi, chess,
wrestling and badminton.

Earlier, Agnihotri inaugu-
rated a digital library on the
school campus, built at a cost

of Rs 13.75 lakh. Speaking on
the occasion, he announced
that music classes would be
started at the school from
the next academic session.
He also announced the con-
struction of an additional
building on the campus,
which will have four rooms, a
solar power plant and a
water drainage system.

The Deputy CM said an
additional building would be
inaugurated at Prof Simmi
Agnihotri Government Col-
lege, Haroli, to provide better
educational facilities to stu-
dents of the Assembly seg-
ment. He said efforts were
also under way to start MSc,
Law and Music degree cours-

es at the college from the next
academic session.

Agnihotri said a ‘Holi Fest’
would be organised at the
Kangar village ground dur-
ing the coming Holi festival
to promote cultural activities
in the region. He asked Pan-
chayat Pradhan Vinod
Kumar ‘Bittoo’ to formulate
plans for organising the festi-
val. He also announced a
grant of Rs 5 lakh each for
the strengthening and con-
struction of link roads in
wards 2 and 5 of Kangar pan-
chayat. The Deputy CM gave
away prizes and trophies to
the winning teams of the
Under-14 Zonal School
Sports Tournament. 

Dy CM Agnihotri honours sportspersons

Deputy Chief Minister Mukesh Agnihotri at the closing ceremony of a sports meet at Government
Senior Secondary School, Kangar, on Saturday.
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Shimla, September 5
The Rotaract Club of Govern-
ment Dental College celebrat-
ed Teachers’ Day with warmth
and gratitude, honouring its
faculty members for their
invaluable contribution to the
academic and personal growth
of students. BDS first-year
Rotaractors felicitated the
teachers on the occasion.

During the event, students
expressed their gratitude for
the guidance, encouragement
and dedication of their men-
tors. The celebration reflected
the strong bond between teach-
ers and students and highlight-
ed the important role mentors
play in shaping the future of
aspiring dental professionals.

The programme also pro-
vided students an opportu-
nity to acknowledge the
efforts of their teachers and
express their appreciation
for their continued support
and guidance.

Dental college
honours teachers 
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