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Jadavpur: Jadavpur Univer-
sity has received “in-principle
approval” for the state govern-
ment’s contribution of ₹250
crore over five years towards
the Institute of Eminence sta-
tus, for which it was selected
by the UGC in 2018, vice-chan-
cellor Chiranjib Bhattachar-
jee said onFriday.

The UGC, during the Tri-
namool government, had said
it would provide ₹1,000 crore
to JU if the state government
provided a matching grant.
The then government opposed
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JU gets ₹250 crore boost for eminence
the condition, saying the onus
was on theUGCalone.

The higher education
department has sent the
“in-principle” approval, a de-
partment official said.

The letter was received on
September 10, after Debajit
Dutta was appointed by the
departmentasJU’snewacting
registrar.

ThestatebudgetonJune22
had announced that JU would
be developed as an institute
of excellence, with a central
government contribution of
₹1,000 crore and a state share
of ₹250 crore over five years.

A department official clari-
fied that Institute of Excellence
and Instituteof Eminencerefer
to the sameprogramme.

JU has begun preparations
to implement the scheme. On
Wednesday, it constituted a
10-member committee to coor-
dinate, oversee and undertake
steps under the programme,
to “strengthen the academic
resources and overall develop-
ment”of JU, theVCsaid.

The committee will pre-
pare a primary detailed pro-
ject report, he said.

“The university will ap-
proach the UGC for approval
of its share of ₹1,000 crore,
whichhadearlierbeenallocat-
ed under the Institute of Emi-
nence scheme,”Dutta said.

“The state governmenthad
told us once the UGC releas-
es its contribution of ₹1,000
crore, the state will release its

matching grant,” Bhattachar-
jee said.

He said the funding would
provide a significant boost to
JU’s academic and research in-
frastructure at a timewhen the
university was facing resource
constraints. “If ₹1,250 crore
comes to the university, it will
be a big help in overhauling the
academic infrastructure and
improving theacademicatmos-
phere,”Bhattacharjee said.

“JU continues to be the
best state university in the
country in an annual ranking
exercise by the educationmin-
istry, despite encountering
resource constraints. If we get
₹1,250 crore and utilise it prop-
erly, it will help JU achieve
greater heights,” he said.


