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On Friday, the Delhi 
High Court upheld a 
man’s conviction in 
the sexual assault of 
an 11-year-old boy.

NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court has upheld 
the conviction of a man 
accused of sexually 
assaulting an 11-year-old 
homeless boy, observ-
ing that a child living on 
the streets cannot be 
expected to recall details 
such as the exact date, 
time or clothes worn dur-
ing a traumatic incident 
with mathematical preci-
sion.

In a judgment deliv-
ered on August 10, Justice 
Chandrasekharan Sudha 
upheld the trial court’s 
August 2025 conviction 
under Section 377 of the 

Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
and Section 6 of the 
Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act. However, 
the court reduced the 
20-year prison sentence 
to 10 years, noting that 
the offence occurred in 
November 2016, when 
the applicable punish-
ment under Section 6 was 
a decade. The minimum 
sentence was increased to 
20 years with effect from 
August 16, 2019.

The minor had alleged 
that the accused sexually 
assaulted him while he 

was sleeping under a rail-
way bridge at Kashmere 
Gate in November 2016. 
The incident came to light 
after the boy informed 
social workers who were 
conducting a free med-
ical-aid programme for 
homeless people in the 
area. The workers subse-
quently informed police.

The accused’s counsel 
argued that he had been 
falsely implicated and that 
the prosecution had failed 
to establish that the boy 
was below 12 years of age. 
The defence also pointed 
to inconsistencies in the 
boy’s testimony concern-
ing the incident and the 
clothes he was wearing.
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Conviction upheld in 11-year-
old ragpicker abuse case

FAST FACTS
z The Court stated that 
a child living on the 
streets cannot clearly 
remember the details 
of the incident as 
compared to someone 
living at home.
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GOPESHWAR: Seven 
workers were killed after 
water and debris suddenly 
gushed into an under-
construction tunnel at 
the Vishnugad-Pipalkoti 
Hydroelectric Project in 
Chamoli district, Uttara-
khand, officials said on Fri-
day. Three workers remain 
missing, while rescue 
teams are continuing an 
intensive search operation 
inside the tunnel.

The incident took place 
on Thursday at Mayapur 
near Pipalkoti when land-
slides and subsidence 
caused a large quantity of 
debris and water to enter 
the tunnel, trapping work-
ers inside. District Disas-
ter Management Officer 
N K Joshi said 22 people 
were working inside the 
tunnel when the accident 
occurred. Nineteen work-
ers were rescued over-
night, but seven of them 
later died. Three workers 
are still unaccounted for.

The deceased have been 
identified as Pradeep Singh 
Pawar of Tehri, Mukesh of 
Chamoli, Durlabh Sharma 
of Bihar, Vijay Hansda and 
Jitendra Kumar of Jhark-
hand, and Lokeshwar 
and Bhuneshwar, whose 
native places have not yet 
been confirmed. The three 
missing workers have been 

identified as Lucas Topno 
of Jharkhand and Chetan 
Poyam and Devnath of 
Chhattisgarh.

Several workers were 
injured in the incident. 
According to officials, 
10 injured workers are 
undergoing treatment at 
the District Hospital in 
Gopeshwar, while one has 
been admitted to Base Hos-
pital in Srinagar. Another 
injured worker was dis-
charged after receiving 
medical treatment. Six 
rescue personnel have 
entered the water-filled 
tunnel as part of the ongo-

ing operation. Teams 
from the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF), 
State Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF), Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police (ITBP) 
and Uttarakhand Police 
are jointly conducting the 
rescue operation.

Garhwal Range Inspec-
tor General Rajeev Swa-
roop said continuous rain-
fall has created difficulties 
for rescuers. However, he 
expressed confidence that 
the operation would suc-
ceed. Rescue teams are 
using heavy machinery to 
pump out accumulated 
water and remove debris. 
Officials have also marked 
a specific operational area 
and are systematically 
checking every section of 
the tunnel. Uttarakhand 

Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami reached 
Pipalkoti by helicopter to 
review the rescue efforts. 
District Magistrate Gaurav 
Kumar, who was present at 
the site, directed officials 
to mobilise every available 
resource to locate the miss-
ing workers.

The tunnel is part of 
the Tehri Hydro Devel-
opment Corporation’s 
V i s h n u g a d - P i p a l k o t i 
Hydroelectric Project. The 
accident has also brought 
back memories of the 
Silkyara-Barkot tunnel 
collapse in Uttarkashi on 
November 12, 2023, when 
41 workers were trapped 
underground. All 41 work-
ers were rescued after a 
challenging 17-day multi
-agency operation.

7 bodies recovered, 3 missing 
after Chamoli tunnel tragedy
On Friday, 7 workers were killed while 3 remain missing in the Chamoli tunnel tragedy.
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z  CM Pushkar Singh 
Dhami visited the site 
to assess the situation.
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Census training 
disrupted 
by student 
protestors
IMPHAL: Protesters 
demanding implementa-
tion of the National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC) 
in Manipur on Friday 
disrupted a training 
programme for census 
personnel in Bishnupur 
district, officials said.

Members of the Cam-
paign for Just and Fair 
Delimitation ( JFD) stu-
dents’ wing entered 
Moirang College, where 
enumerators and super-
visors were scheduled 
to receive training for 
the upcoming census 
exercise. Carrying plac-
ards reading “No NRC, 
No Census”, the pro-
testers allegedly forced 
the trainees to leave 
the premises before 
the programme could 
begin. Police personnel 
were deployed to con-
trol the situation.

JFD students’ wing 
convenor Naorem Wan-
gamba later said the 
organisation wanted 
the NRC conducted to 
identify illegal immi-
grants in the state. He 
alleged that the govern-
ment was proceeding 
with the census with-
out first addressing this 
demand.

Wangamba urged the 
government to respect 
the people’s concerns 
and halt the census 
exercise until the NRC 
is implemented. The 
JFD has consistently 
demanded that an NRC 
exercise be conducted 
in Manipur before the 
census to identify ille-
gal immigrants.

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

BENGALURU: BJP legislators on Fri-
day staged a protest inside the Vidhana 
Soudha premises in Bengaluru, objecting 
to the absence of women ministers in 
the recently expanded Cabinet headed 
by Karnataka Chief Minister D K Shiva-
kumar. Accusing the ruling Congress of 
being “anti-women”, the protesters raised 
slogans against the state government. The 
protest was led by state BJP president B 
Y Vijayendra and attended by Leader of 
Opposition in the Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly R Ashoka, Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Legislative Council Chalavadi 
Narayanaswamy and 
several other legisla-
tors, including women 
MLAs. The BJP legisla-
tors initially gathered 
near the Nada Devi 
Bhuvaneshwari statue 
at the entrance to the 
Vidhana Soudha and 
later marched towards 
the building.

Shivakumar was 
sworn in as Chief 
Minister along with 
13 ministers on June 
3, following Siddara-
maiah’s resigna-
tion on May 28. On 
August 3, about two 
months after taking 
charge, Shivakumar 
expanded his Cabinet 
by inducting 19 min-
isters. The expansion 
increased the total 
strength of the min-
istry to 33, including 
the Chief Minister. 
However, no woman 
was included in the 
Cabinet. The newly 
inducted ministers 
include T Raghu-
murthy, who was 

assigned ST Welfare; Ajay Singh, who 
received Minor Irrigation and Science 
and Technology; Shivalinge Gowda, 
who was given Excise; and Vijayananda 
Kashappanavar, who received Small 
Scale Industries and Public Enterprises.

 BJP PROTESTS AGAINST CONGRESS
BJP slams Cong over lack of female representation 

in newly expanded Karnataka cabinet
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“I salute Inspector Santosh Vaijnath 
Kendre of the Maharashtra Police’s 
Special Protection Unit for showing 

heroic courage in saving Sukhbir 
Singh Badal ji’s life during the 

attack in Nanded.”
Harsimrat Kaur Badal 

SAD leader and MP

Harsimrat lauds PM Modi’s 
outreach after attack
Press Trust Of India

CHANDIGARH: Shiromani 
Akali Dal (SAD) leader 
and MP Harsimrat Kaur 
Badal on Friday thanked 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah for 
extending support to 
her family following the 
attack on her husband 
and SAD chief Sukhbir 
Singh Badal in Nanded, 
Maharashtra. Sukhbir 
Badal was attacked inside 
a gurdwara on the out-
skirts of Nanded town on 
Thursday. He was sub-

sequently taken to a pri-
vate hospital, where he 
is undergoing treatment. 
Modi and Shah spoke to 
Harsimrat Kaur Badal to 
enquire about his health 
and expressed wishes for 
his speedy recovery. In 
a post on X, Harsimrat 
thanked the Prime Min-
ister for personally con-
tacting her and for taking 
immediate cognisance 
of the incident. She said 
Modi’s concern and sup-
port during the difficult 
period meant a great deal 
to her family, the party 
and the people of Punjab. 
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