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The selection process was ini-
tiated through an advertise-
ment dated September 12, 2024. 
The eligibility criteria includ-
ed Scientist Grade SC “H” or 
above, experience as director 
of  a laboratory/programme di-
rector/corporate director and 
at least 18 months of  residual 
service. 

A three-member Selection 
Committee was required to rec-
ommend a panel of  up to three 
candidates to the secretary, De-
partment of  Defence Research 
and Development and Chair-
man, DRDO.

The Selection Committee rec-
ommended three candidates, 
including Naidu and Dr Joshi, 
and the competent authority se-
lected Dr Joshi, who was ap-
pointed Director General (Brah-
Mos) on December 1, 2024.

‘Post highly sensitive’

The Union government argued 
that the post was of  highly sen-
sitive and strategic impor-
tance and that the selection 
was based on suitability as-
sessed by a high-level compe-
tent authority. It contended 
that both candidates had re-
ceived the same marks and 
that there was no allegation of  
mala fide, bias, or violation of  
the prescribed eligibility 
conditions.

The high court observed, at 
the interim stage, that the CAT 
had proceeded to quash the ap-
pointment without allegations 
of  mala fide or bias or violation 
of  statutory rules or the essen-
tial conditions of  the advertise-
ment and SOP. It held that the 
Tribunal had ef fectively 
stepped into the shoes of  the 
Selection Committee.

HC seeks compliance report on 
Ganesh festival guidelines

Noise loud & continuous, organisers violating noise pollution norms, says judge

T G  N a i d u  @ Hyderabad

The Telangana High Court 
has directed police authorities 
to submit reports on compli-
ance with its guidelines for in-
stalling Ganesh idols and con-
ducting festivities in public 
places, noting that loud sound 
systems used while transport-
ing  idols  were  causing 
disturbance.

Justice NV Shravan Kumar 
issued the directions while 
hearing a contempt case filed 
by Damodhar Reddy and an-
other, alleging non-compliance 
with the court’s August 26, 
2025, order.

The Government Pleader for 
Home, based on instructions 
from the Nirmal Town Inspec-
tor of  Police, said police held 
peace meetings with Ganesh 
pandal organisers, Ganesh Ut-
sava Committee members and 
Majeed Committee members 
on September 13 and 16. They 
were instructed to follow the 
court’s directions.

Police also took preventive 
action against DJ operators, 
with 57 persons across various 
police stations in Nirmal dis-
trict being bound over. Eight 
cases were registered under 
various provisions of  the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and 
the Police Act for alleged 
violations.

The court clarified that its 
orders in WP No. 25346 of  2025 
and CC No. 2278 of  2025, appli-
cable across Telangana, would 
govern this year’s Ganesh fes-
tivities as well.

The court took note of  re-
ports of  loud sound systems be-
ing used on roads at night while 

transporting idols for immer-
sion. It observed that the noise 
appeared to be loud and con-
tinuous and that organisers 
were prima facie violating the 
Noise Pollution (Regulation 
and Control) Rules, 2000.

With Ganesh immersion 
scheduled for September 25, 
the court directed authorities 
to submit a preliminary com-
pliance report for Hyderabad, 
Secunderabad and adjoining 
areas by Thursday. Nirmal au-
thorities were asked to file a 
counter-affidavit along with 
the instructions given to the 
Government Pleader. The mat-
ter was posted to September 24 
for the preliminary and com-
pliance reports.

Post advertised in September 2024, 
Dr Joshi appointed in DecemberOfficials collect details of 

baby’s treatment for CMO

parents thank CM

Govt nod for Paradise ticket 
price hike under scrutiny
T G  N a i d u  @ Hyderabad

Justice NV Shravan Kumar of  the Telangana 
High Court on Tuesday questioned the state gov-
ernment’s decision to permit enhanced ticket 
prices for Paradise, scheduled for release on Sep-
tember 24.

The judge was hearing IA No. 1 of  2026 con-
cerning the permission and a September 20 
memo allowing the hike.

The court noted that the principal secretary 
(home), who had earlier been directed to place 
proposals for enhanced ticket prices in the public 
domain 90 days before a film’s release, had not 
complied with the direction.

It prima facie held that issuing the latest memo 
without prior public disclosure violated the di-
rections issued in January 2026 and relevant 
statutory provisions.

The court also noted that Clause 11 of  GO 77 
requires the principal secretary to record rea-
sons in writing for permitting an increase in 
ticket prices. It questioned the validity of  the 
permission in view of  the alleged non-
compliance.

The court said the principal secretary could 
consider withdrawing the memo, but any benefi-
ciary affected by such withdrawal would have to 
be given an opportunity of  hearing, which could 
not conveniently be done in contempt 
proceedings.

It suggested that the parties pursue appropri-
ate writ proceedings. The matter was adjourned 
by two weeks after filing of  the counter-
affidavit.
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DJ ban: Police help 
Ganesh organisers 
recover advances
Kamareddy: Police are helping 
Ganesh festival organisers 
recover advances paid to DJ 
operators after the state 
imposed a strict ban on DJs 
during idol processions and 
immersion programmes. 
Several organisers had 
already paid advances before 
the restrictions were 
announced. In Ramareddy, 
police helped the Hanuman 
Youth Dal recover `40,000, 
while organisers in Akkapur 
recovered `60,000 after 
intervention by local police. 
SP M Rajesh Chandra urged 
organisers to follow the 
restrictions and explained the 
health risks of loud music. 
Police said similar efforts were 
under way in other areas.

Former Kodad MLA Bollam Mallaiah Yadav has 
demanded that Irrigation Minister N Uttam Kumar Reddy 
resign immediately. He, along with hundreds of farmers, 
gheroaed the 33 KV substation in Munagala on Tuesday.

EX-MLA seeks 
Uttam’s  

resignation
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The CMRF officials collected details about the 
child’s health condition and ongoing treatment 
at Rainbow Children’s Hospital in Hyderabad.

The officials informed Devender that the de-
tails, including the baby’s medical condition and 
treatment requirements, would be brought to 
the notice of  the Chief  Minis-
ter’s Office.

Devender told TNIE that the 
family had been forced to post-
pone the baby’s surgery by an-
other two days due to a lack of  
funds. The parents, Devender 
and Sowmya, are awaiting finan-
cial assistance to meet the mounting medical 
expenses and proceed with the surgery to treat 
the baby’s bile duct blockage.

The parents thanked the chief  minister with 
folded hands for responding to their plight and 
expressed hope that financial assistance would 
reach them at the earliest, allowing doctors to 
perform the surgery.

IF YOU’RE GOING 
THROUGH HELL, KEEP 
GOING � WINSTON CHURCHILL


