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MUZAFFARNAGAR, Sept 18

(PTI) 

“WHERE would a judge go
if injustice happens to
him,” Additional District
and Sessions Judge Ravi
Kumar Diwakar has said
while questioning the
recall of 97 serious crimi-
nal cases from his court.

The judge in Uttar
Pradesh’s Muzaffarnagar
district has been in the
spotlight this year after he
handed down 23 death
sentences in 11 cases. The
23rd death sentence was
awarded on September 7.

The judge made the obser-
vations in an order acquit-
ting Ashok Bharti in a near-
ly-11-year-old case under
the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act. The court cit-
ed shortcomings in the
prosecution evidence
while acquitting Bharti,
who was facing trial since
2015 in a case involving
the alleged recovery of 150
grams of a contraband. The
judge said cases in which
the hearing has already
commenced cannot be
withdrawn through an
administrative order, with-

out following the proce-
dure laid down by law.

His remarks came in the
context of nine adminis-
trative orders passed on
August 18 by the then
Muzaffarnagar district and
sessions judge, recalling
97 “part-heard” cases
involving serious offences,
including murder, from his
court.

The judge said such cas-
es cannot ordinarily be
recalled once their trial or
hearing has commenced
and described the action
as contrary to law and
“without jurisdiction”.

Where would a judge go if
injustice happens to him?

Marathi film
‘Gondhal’ is India’s
pick for Oscars
MUMBAI, Sept 18 (PTI) 

MARATHI film “Gondhal”
has been chosen as India’s
official entry to the Oscars
2027, the Film Federation
of India announced on
Friday.

Written and directed by
Santosh Davakhar, the film
is set in rural Maharashtra
and plays out over a night
of a traditional ritual cen-
tred around a newly-wed
couple. 

The film was chosen as
India’s submission for Best
International Feature cat-
egory for the 99th Academy
Awards from a list of 33
films, said P Sheshadri,
chairperson of the selec-
tion committee. 

“This year we’ve had four
Marathi films, 14 Hindi
films, and others films, all
the films were good. It’s a
happy moment for Indian
cinema, for Marathi cine-
ma.”

Warren Buffett steps
down as Berkshire
Hathaway Chairman
OMAHA (US), Sept 18 (AP) 

WARREN Buffett is stepping down as
Chairman of Berkshire Hathaway after
serving in the role at the USD 1 tril-
lion conglomerate for more than 50

years.
Buffett, 96,

will become
C h a i r m a n
emeritus and
will take on his
new role
immediately,
the company
said Friday. His

son, Howard, will become Berkshire
Hathaway’s new chairman, part of a
long-planned succession. Howard
Buffett has been on the Berkshire
Hathaway board since 1993.

Warren Buffett, known by a legion
of financial market followers as the
Oracle of Omaha, will remain a
Director. He has been Berkshire
Hathaway’s Chairman since 1970.
Greg Abel took over for Buffett as the
CEO of the USD 1 trillion conglom-
erate at the start of this year, even
though Buffett remains one of the
most influential investors in the world.

“I have served Berkshire since 1965,”
Buffett said in a letter to sharehold-
ers. “Sixty-plus years in, I still have
the best job in the world. That is not
something many people my age can
say, and I have never felt better about
what comes next.”

Buffett said that he is confident
with Abel and his son Howard lead-
ing Berkshire Hathaway.

“Greg runs the company; Howard
will guard its culture and values -- both
worth more than anything on our bal-
ance sheet,” he said. 

NEW DELHI, Sept 18 (PTI) 

THE Mamata Banerjee-led fac-
tion of Trinamool Congress will
fight the October 6 by-polls in
West Bengal on the ‘Football
Player’ symbol, while the Arup
Roy-led group will contest with
‘Envelope’ as its poll emblem,
the Election Commission said
on Friday.

The order came after the poll
panel heard both sides locked in
a dispute over who gets to use
the party name and its symbol.

According to the EC order, the
Mamata Banerjee faction has got
the name ‘Mamata All India
Trinamool Congress’ for the
upcoming by-polls, while the
rival group got the name
‘Democratic Trinamool
Congress’. In an interim order
issued on Thursday night, the
EC directed the two sides not to
use the party name, All India
Trinamool Congress (AITC), and
its ‘Jora Ghash Phul’ (two flow-
ers with grass) symbol for the by-
polls, and asked them to submit
their preferred names and

emblems by Friday morning.
The EC said the proposed

names could be similar to AITC,
while the symbols must be 
chosen from a list of free or avail-
able symbols notified for
Independents and registered
unrecognised political parties.

Assembly by-polls to
Nandigram in East Medinipur
district and Rejinagar in
Murshidabad district are sched-
uled for October 6, with vote
counting on October 9.

The poll panel said the time
available was not enough to com-
plete the proceedings under
Paragraph 15 of the Election
Symbols (Reservation and
Allotment) Order, 1968, but not-
ed the urgency for party name
and symbol for the by-elections.

It said the interim arrange-
ment was made specifically to
cover the upcoming by-polls and
would remain in force until the
dispute is finally determined.

The poll panel directed the
returning officers in Rejinagar
and Nandigram in Bengal, and
Nagaon in Assam where Lok
Sabha by-poll is scheduled the
same day, to strictly comply with
its orders during the scrutiny of
nominations and allotment of
symbols. The EC also clarified that
it has not expressed any opinion
nor passed any order with respect
to the validity of nomination
papers and the returning offi-
cers shall conduct the scrutiny
of the same in accordance with
the rules.

It said the papers of
Safiuzzaman Saikh, who filed
nomination from Rejinagar, and
Ehteshmul Haque, who filed
nomination from Nandigram,
with documents signed by Arup
Roy, shall be considered as can-
didates put up by the ‘Democratic
Trinamool Congress’ having the
symbol ‘Envelope’.

Similarly, the nominations of
Rabiul Alam Chowdhury in
Rejinagar and Sanchita Pradhan
(Dey) in Nandigram with docu-
ments signed by Mamata

Banerjee shall be considered as
candidates put up by the
‘Mamata All India Trinamool
Congress’ having the symbol
‘Football Player’. The EC order
comes against the backdrop of
a rebellion in the TMC legisla-
ture party after the Assembly poll
defeat in May, which later spread
to Parliament. In June, 58 rebel
MLAs elected expelled leader
Ritabrata Banerjee as the leader
of opposition in Bengal Assembly
instead of the Mamata camp
nominee.

KOLKATA, Sept 18 (PTI) 

IN ANOTHER dramatic turn in
the TMC’s internal battle,
Mamata Banerjee camp’s
Nandigram by-poll candidate
Sanchita Pradhan Dey with-
drew her nomination on Friday,
hours after meeting CM
Suvendu Adhikari here.

Stunned by the turn of events,
Banerjee extended support to
the Congress candidate in
Nandigram despite the grand
old party not appearing keen
on seeking her faction’s back-
ing. West Bengal Congress lead-
ers maintained that they were
“ready and willing to fight on
their own”. Accompanied by
her husband Satyajit, Sanchita
Pradhan Dey, a teacher, met

Adhikari at the state 
secretariat Nabanna, and sub-
sequently withdrew her nom-
ination a day before the 
deadline.

Pradhan Dey’s withdrawal
now leaves the Mamata faction
without a candidate in
Nandigram, dramatically alter-
ing the contest in a con-
stituency that has remained
one of the most politically
watched seats in Bengal.

Rival TMC factions get names, symbols
Mamata gets ‘Football Player’ symbol, Roy faction gets ‘Envelope’

Mamata Banerjee-led
faction gets the name
‘Mamata All India
Trinamool Congress’ for
the upcoming by-polls,
while the rival Arup
Roy-led group gets 
the name ‘Democratic
Trinamool Congress’

■

Mamata backs Congress in Nandigram
by-poll after her candidate withdraws

ASI SHOT DEAD AT GRAIN MARKET IN AMRITSAR: TWO
unidentified motorcycle-borne men fatally shot an Assistant
Sub-Inspector of Punjab Police at the Bhagtanwala grain mar-
ket here, officials said. DGP Gaurav Yadav, who inspected the
crime scene and met the victim’s family on Friday, told reporters
that ASI Harjit Singh was hit near the neck by a single bullet.
The incident took place when the ASI on PCR duty was shot
from a close range by the two bike-borne men, the DGP said.

JPC ON FCRA AMENDMENT BILL MEETS FOR 1ST TIME :
A JOINT Parliamentary Committee examining a contentious
Bill, which proposes to tighter Government oversight on non-
governmental organisations and foreign funding in the coun-
try, met for the first time on Friday. 

The 31-member committee, headed by BJP MP Sanjay
Jaiswal, will examine the provisions of the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill (FCRA), 2026 in
detail before coming out with a report. 

(Contd from page 1)
However, he clarified that the matter

is being investigated from all angles, and
a definitive statement regarding the cause
of Koli’s death can only be made after the
post-mortem report is received.

He mentioned that no suicide note was
recovered from the scene. According to
Negi, police reached the spot around 11
am after the body was discovered in the
tea stall located opposite the Lalmata
Temple; they conducted an inquest and
sent the body for a post-mortem exami-
nation. He said that during the investi-
gation, the deceased was identified as
Surendra Koli, a resident of Magrukhal in
the Bhikiasain area of Almora.

According to the police, Koli was a native
of Almora, and his family has been
informed.

Police stated that preliminary inquiries
revealed Koli had been living in Haridwar
for some time after being acquitted by

the court in the Nithari case and had rent-
ed the tea stall earlier this month.

In addition to inspecting the scene, the
police have begun gathering information
from people in the vicinity. The matter is
being investigated from all angles.

The Nithari case came to light in 2006
when skeletons, skulls, and bones were
discovered in the drains and the back-
yard of businessman Mohinder Singh
Pandher’s bungalow in Noida’s Sector 31.

The incident sparked nationwide out-
rage after the disappearances and mur-
ders of several children and women were
revealed.

Pandher, a co-accused in the case, also
spent several years in jail but was released
on October 20, 2023, after being acquit-
ted. Koli, the sole convict in the Nithari
case, was also acquitted by the Supreme
Court in the final case in 2025.

This was the 13th case related to the
Nithari incident in which Koli was acquit-
ted; he had previously been acquitted in
12 similar cases.

Surendra Koli found dead


