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In a suspense 
thriller, LDF wins 
ward by draw
LDF wins 5 seats, UDF 2 in Palakkad district

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Palakkad 

THE LDF emerged with the up-
per hand in Palakkad in the 
first local body by-elections 
held after the UDF government 
assumed office. Of  the seven 
seats that went to the polls, the 
LDF won five, while the UDF 
secured two. 

The LDF pulled off  a dramatic 
victory in the Parukuthikkavu 
ward of  Chittur-Tattamangalam 
municipality, defeating the UDF 
through a draw after the two can-
didates polled an identical 
number of  votes in the by-
election.

LDF candidate V Thulaseed-
haran was declared elected after 
both him and his UDF rival se-
cured 423 votes each. With the 
counting ending in a tie, a draw 
was conducted with the permis-
sion of  the district Collector, with 
Thulaseedharan emerging 
successful.

The result assumes 
added political signifi-
cance as Parukuthikka-
vu was the ward repre-
sented by Chittur MLA 
Sumesh Achuthan, who 
resigned as councillor after 
being elected to the assembly. 
Achuthan had won the ward by a 
margin of  185 votes in the previ-
ous election. The by-election was 
necessitated by the vacancy fol-
lowing his resignation.

The LDF described the victory 
as a political verdict, claiming 
that voters had responded to the 
MLA’s performance. The UDF, 
however, sought to play down the 
political significance of  the re-
sult. Achuthan said the outcome 
could not be viewed purely 
through a political lens and that 
the reasons behind the result 
would have to be examined.

The MLA also said he could 
not participate full-time in the 

election campaign and took re-
sponsibility for the defeat.

The closely fought contest was 
among the most keenly watched 
results in the district, with the 
tied vote and subsequent draw 
adding to the political drama sur-
rounding the ward.

LDF retains Pallassana, cap-
tures Athippatta

Elsewhere in Palakkad, LDF 
won the Pallassana division of  
the district panchayat, with LDF 
candidate V Ponnukuttan secur-
ing a decisive victory with a mar-
gin of  10,688 votes. The by-elec-
tion was held after former district 
panchayat president T M Sasi re-
signed from the division follow-
ing his election to the assembly.

The LDF also retained the He-
mambika Nava Nagar division 
of  the Malampuzha block pan-
chayat, with M Thoushika win-
ning the seat.

In another gain for the Left, 
LDF candidate Rekha Santhosh 

wrested the Athipatta divi-
sion of  the Alathur block 
panchayat from the 
UDF. The LDF also re-
tained a ward in Pat-
tanchery panchayat, 

with Bindukumari win-
ning by 18 votes.

UDF makes gains in local 
bodies

The UDF also registered victo-
ries in several local-body con-
tests. It retained the 13th ward of  
Karimba panchayat and in-
creased its majority there. In 
Sreekrishnapuram panchayat, 
the UDF wrested the 13th ward, 
Ragam Corner, from the LDF. 
UDF candidate P Gireeshan won 
the seat by a margin of  48 votes. 
The by-election results triggered 
celebrations by supporters of  
both fronts at various locations 
across the district, with the close-
ly fought contests providing con-
trasting outcomes for the LDF 
and UDF.

Two Pocso survivors  
go missing; search 
extended to TN
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @
Palakkad 

TWO 16-YEAR-old girls, both 
survivors in separate Pocso cas-
es, have gone missing from a 
shelter home at Pirivusala in 
Chandranagar, Palakkad, rais-
ing concerns over security and 
supervision at the facility.

The girls were reported miss-
ing from the shelter home 
around 3.30 pm on Monday. De-
spite an extensive search lasting 
two nights and a day, the police 
have not been able to trace them 
so far. The Kasaba police have 
registered a case and launched a 
detailed investigation.

A special team led by Kasaba 
Circle Inspector N S Rajeev and 
Sub-Inspectors Ajay S Menon 
and V Hemalatha is investigat-
ing the case. Police have ob-
tained CCTV footage showing 
the two girls walking through 
areas, including Koottupatha 
Junction, after leaving the shel-
ter home.

The police are also examining 
the possibility that the girls may 
have travelled outside Kerala by 
train or bus. As part of  the in-
vestigation, the Tamil Nadu Po-
lice have been alerted and the 

search has been extended to the 
Coimbatore and Pollachi re-
gions. Police have also issued 
alerts at railway stations and 
bus stands.

Both girls are survivors in 
cases registered at the Kollen-
gode and Mankara police sta-
tions. They had been staying at 
the Chandranagar shelter home 
for several months. The facility 
at Pirivusala is operated by a 
private trust under government 
supervision and is intended to 
provide care and protection to 
children requiring a safe envi-
ronment. “The simultaneous 
disappearance of  two minors 
from a protection facility has 
raised questions about the secu-
rity arrangements and supervi-
sion at the centre. The police 
and the Child Welfare Commit-
tee are treating the incident seri-
ously and are examining the cir-
cumstances under which the 
girls managed to leave the 
premises,” said police sources.

The Kasaba police have ap-
pealed to the public to provide 
any information that could help 
trace the girls. Information can 
be shared with the nearest po-
lice station or the Kasaba police 
at 0491-2566148 or 9497987148.

SR permits DPR preparation for Enkakkad RoB
M  K  S A J E E V  K U M A R  @Thrissur

THE Southern Railway (SR) has per-
mitted the preparation of  a detailed 
project report (DPR) for constructing a 
railway overbridge (RoB) in place of  
Level Crossing No 8 at Enkakkad un-
der Wadakkanchery municipality. The 
move follows the intervention of  
Alathur MP K Radhakrishnan.

Southern Railway general manager 
U Subba Rao informed the MP that per-
mission had been granted for prepara-
tory work for the DPR for the proposed 
ROB on the Shoranur-Ernakulam rail-

way section. Oncethe DPR reaches the 
final stage, further steps will be taken 
to obtain administrative sanction to 
eliminate the level crossing and con-
struct the overbridge, he said in a letter 
to the MP.

Radhakrishnan had approached the 
Union railway minister and railway 
authorities highlighting the severe 
traffic congestion and travel difficul-
ties at the Enkakkad level crossing. 
With both train and vehicular traffic 
remaining heavy on the route, the 
crossing has to remain closed for a con-
siderable part of  the day. This causes 

difficulties for motorists and pedestri-
ans travelling between Enkakkad and 
Wadakkanchery.

According to railway data, the Train 
Vehicle Unit (TVU) at the level crossing 
is 3,84,558. Residents said long queues 
of  vehicles form on the road whenever 
the gate is closed. Ambulances and 
other emergency vehicles are also 
caught in the congestion, causing de-
lays in urgent travel.

TNIE had earlier published a de-
tailed report highlighting the need for 
an RoB at Enkakkad and the traffic 
problems faced at the level crossing.

NIA arrests Assam native from  
Palakkad in terror recruitment probe
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Palakkad 

THE National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday ar-
rested a 54-year-old native of
Assam from Vilayur near Pat-
tambi in Palakkad as part of  its 
probe into an alleged terror re-
cruitment network. 

The arrested is identified as 
Monirul Islam. He was taken 
into custody from his rented 
house at Edappalam in Vilayur 
in the early hours of  Tuesday. 

A source said the action was 
linked to a case involving alle-
gations that efforts were being 
made to attract young people to 

extremist ideology and recruit 
them into a terrorist organisa-
tion. Islam had reportedly come 
to Kerala in search of  work and 
was employed at a poultry farm 
in Edappalam. He had been liv-
ing in the rented house with his 
family.

The NIA team conducted the 
search at the house before tak-
ing Islam into custody. He was 
produced before the Pattambi 
court and taken away for fur-
ther proceedings. 

The raid was part of  the 
NIA’s investigation into alleged 
cross-border terrorist activities 
linked to the Imam Mahmud’s 

Kafilah, suspected to be a sub-
group of  the banned Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen Bangladesh.

It is reliably learnt that the 
agency conducted searches at 
16 locations across Kerala, As-
sam and West Bengal as part of  
the investigation. Further de-
tails regarding the case and the 
alleged role of  those detained 
are expected to emerge as the 
probe progresses. 

The NIA arrested the accused 
in a case registered in Guwa-
hati. The Judicial First Class 
Magistrate Pattambi gave the 
transit warrant to the investi-
gation team.

CHANGING TIDES 
Fishermen unload and sort a fresh haul of kozhuva (anchovies) into traditional wicker baskets at Chellanam fishing harbour, 

south of Kochi. Marine scientists and local boat operators say rising sea surface temperatures and shifting coastal currents have 
disrupted traditional anchovy migration patterns, leading to a sharp decline in catches for small, non-motorised craft |  A SANESH

State technical high school science 
fair to begin in Shoranur on Oct 2
Palakkad: The 8th All Kerala Technical High 
School Science and Technology Fair will be held 
at Government Technical High School in Shoranur 
from October 2 to 4. The announcement was 
made by Palakkad MP V K Sreekandan and 
Shoranur MLA P Mammikkutty at a press 
conference held here on Tuesday. Students from 
39 technical high schools across the state and 
nine technical higher secondary schools under 
the Institute of Human Resources Development 
(IHRD) will participate in the three-day event. 

EXPRESS READ

Chief Minister V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
The concerns raised at the Congress Working Committee (CWC) meeting held in the 
presence of Shri Mallikarjun Kharge ji (President, AICC), Smt. Sonia Gandhi ji (Chair-
person, Congress Parliamentary Party), and Shri Rahul Gandhi ji (Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha) strike at the very core of our constitutional democracy.
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