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MUMBAI 

Shidhat wins 
30 kg title in 
Dist. boxing 

Shidhat Gupta, a Class VI 
student of Don Bosco 
School, delivered an 
impressive performance at 
the District-Level School 
Boxing Championship and 
secured first place in the 30 
kg weight category. The 
competition was held from 
September 22 to 24 at the 
District Sports Complex in 
Dharavi. Shidhat Gupta 
trains through the Shito 
Ryu Sports Karate and Kick 
Boxing Association at Our 
Lady of Good Counsel 
School, Sion.

DUBAI 

Abhiram 
Yadav elected 
to ICC’s CEC 

Abhiram Singh Yadav of 
Persatuan Cricket 
Indonesia was on 
Thursday elected to an 
Associate Member 
position on the ICC Chief 
Executives’ Committee 
(CEC). Yadav fills one of 
the three CEC positions 
reserved for Associate 
Members, following the 
vacancy created with the 
appointment of France's 
Gurumurthy Palani to the 
ICC Board in July.

INTL FRIENDLY | Chance for Jamil’s side to build experience  

FPJ News Service 
NEW DELHI 

India have won the rights to 
host the prestigious 2032 
Cycling Road World 
Championships, after win-
ning an intense battle against 
The Netherlands, the 
International Cycling 
Federation (UCI: Union 
Cycliste Internationale) 
announced in Montreal 
(Canada) on Wednesday. 

The city of Pune, which 
successfully hosted the Pune 
Grand Tour earlier in 
January, will take up the 
mantle once again, setting 

itself up as the ultimate hub 
for mega cycling events in 
the country.  

The historic bid was a joint 
effort by the Government of 
Maharashtra and the Cycling 
Federation of India with the 
support of the Government 
of India, built around a 
shared vision to establish 
Pune as a global cycling des-
tination. 

“We received two wonder-
ful bids for the Road World 
Championships and  the UCI 
management committee 
decided to reward the first 
one to Pune and the second 
to the City of Groningen and 

the Drenthe region in The 
Netherlands,” UCI President 
David Lappartient  said in an 
address at the UCI Congress 

in Montreal. 
“I thank UCI for giving us 

this honour and would like 
to declare that the 2032 
Championships will be the 
biggest and the grandest 
World Championships ever,” 
a beaming Maninder Pal 
Singh, Secretary General of 
Cycling Federation of India, 
told UCI. 

He added: “This is a dream 
come true for not only every 
cycling lover in the country 
but every Indian and pres-
ents us an opportunity to 
showcase India’s growing 
strength as a nation. This is 
our first step in our ultimate 

goal of seeing an Indian on 
the podium at the Olympics.” 

A senior delegation from 
the Government of 
Maharashtra was present in 
Montreal to champion 
Pune’s candidature. 
Maninder Pal Singh, secre-
tary general, Cycling 
Federation of India; and 
Onkar Singh former secre-
tary general, Asian Cycling 
Confederation were also 
present. The Indian delega-
tion demonstrated Pune’s 
preparedness during its 
final candidature presenta-
tion to the UCI in Montreal, 
which clinched the deal. 

Pune to host 2032 Cycling Road World Championships
Historic bid

Briefs
India face Panama test 
ahead of Brazil fixture 
PTI 
BENGALURU 

The upcoming fortnight start-
ing with an international 
friendly against world No. 44 
Panama on Friday will offer 
Indian football players a 
chance to gain valuable 
experience and find a new 
direction. 

The match at the Sree 
Kanteerava Stadium is a pre-
cursor to contests against 
more storied opponents in 
five-time world champions 
Brazil on Oct 3 and two-time 
title winners Uruguay on Oct 
6 in Kolkata. 

Panama, a nation with a 
4.65 million population, have 
achieved notable feats on the 
football field. Apart from 
qualifying for the 2018 and 
2026 FIFA World Cups, they 
finished runners-up in the 
CONCACAF Nations League 
2024-25. 

In the 2026 global show-
piece, Panama stretched 
superior rivals like England, 
Croatia and Ghana in Group L 
before making an exit.

Green Acres, 
CNS score 
identical wins 
FPJ News Service 
MUMBAI 

Green Acres Academy, 
Mulund defeated Holy Family 
Andheri 2-0 in the Utpal 
Sanghvi Cup Boys U14 Knock-
out Dream Sports MSSA 
Annual Inter School Football 
Tournament 2026-27 at Azad 
Maidan on Thursday. Vihaan 
Gohil  and Paras Golani 
scored a goal each for the 
Green Acres Academy.  

CNS Kandivali beat Sacred 
Heart, Santa Cruz 2-0 in 
another match. Ayaan and 
Keahn scored a goal each in 
the winning cause. St Mary's 
ICSE A, Mazgaon scraped 
past Ryan International ICSE, 
Chembur 1-0. Shubham 
Bhatia scored the deciding 
goal. AVM, Bandra, St. Peter's, 
Mazgaon and Don Bosco 
International, Matunga also 
scored wins via tie-breaker. 

Meanwhile, in the Boys 
Under-14 Div II Playoffs, St. 
Joseph's, Wadala defeated 
OLPS, Chembur 2-0. Dhruv 
Shinde scored both the goals 
for St. Joseph's. St. Francis D' 
Assisi, Borivali beat Jamnabai 
Narsee Intl, Juhu 3-0. Alex 
Minj, Manav Mishal and 
Kayzin Dsouza scored goals. 

India A set Aus A 
stiff target of 363 
Padikkal scores fifty before hosts 
lose 6 wickets for 48 runs on Day 3  
PTI 
PUDUCHERRY 

Skipper Devdutt Padikkal 
struck a fifty and first-innings 
centurion Kumar Kushagra 
remained unbeaten on 46 as 
India A set Australia A a tar-
get of 363 on day three of their 
opening four-day game on 
Thursday.    

India A were all out for 199 
in their second innings 
despite being 93 for one at 
one stage. Off-spinner Todd 
Murphy was the pick of the 
bowlers for the visitors, tak-
ing four wickets including Sai 
Sudharsan’s.  

The left-hander is eyeing a 
reserve opener’s slot in the 
Indian team after being over-
taken by Padikkal for the 
number three spot.  Australia 
A were 55 for two at the close, 
needing 308 to win, and 
requiring to bat out an entire 
day to save the game.   

Opener Sudharsan (39) and 
fellow-southpaw Padikkal 
(59) put on 68 for the second 
wicket as India A built on a 
solid first-innings lead of 163. 

Sudharsan fell lbw attempt-

ing to sweep Murphy just 
before lunch, the first of four 
victims for the off-spinner, 
who took three wickets in the 
first innings.   

In-form Padikkal, who 
recorded his fourth 50-plus 
score in as many first-class 
matches, reached his fifty 
with successive fours off 
pacer Liam Scott. 

Indian football team during a training session in Bengaluru on Thursday. PTI

Brief scores: India A 
334 & 199 all out in 57.4 
overs (Sai Sudharsan 
39, Devdutt Padikkal 
59, Kumar Kushagra 46 
n.o.; Todd Murphy 4-
48, Liam Scott 2-22, 
Brendan Doggett 2-21) 
vs Australia A 171 & 
55/2 in 23 overs. 

Squads:  
India: Goalkeepers: 
Albino Gomes, Gurpreet 
Singh Sandhu, 
Prabhsukhan Singh Gill, 
Som Kumar; Defenders: 
Abhishek Singh Tekcham, 
Akash Mishra, Anwar Ali, 
Bijoy Varghese, 
Hmingthanmawia Ralte, 
Jay Gupta, Pramveer, 
Ricky Meetei Haobam; 
Midfielders: Anirudh 
Thapa, Ashique 
Kuruniyan, Farukh 

Choudhary, Lalengmawia 
Ralte, Macarton Nickson, 
Mohammed Sanan, Ricky 
Shabong, Sahal Abdul 
Samad; Forwards: 
Edmund Lalrindika, Irfan 
Yadwad, Manvir Singh, 
Rahim Ali, Ryan Williams, 
Vikram Partap Singh. 
Panama: Goalkeepers: 
Orlando Mosquera, 
Marcos De Leon, Eddie 
Roberts; Defenders: 
Cesar Blackman, Jorge 
Gutierrez, Jair Model, 

Amir Murillo, Omar 
Valencia, Martin Krug, 
Andres Andrade, Jose 
Cordoba, Jiovany Ramos, 
Joseph Jones, Eduardo 
Anderson; Midfielders: 
Carlos Harvey, Adalberto, 
Cristian Martinez, Jose 
Rodriguez, Victor Griffith, 
Daivis Murillo, Azarias 
Londono, Raf Mosquera, 
Giovany Herbert; F’wards: 
Jose Fajardo, Josue 
Vergara, Mijahir Jimenez, 
Tomas Rodriguez. 

This is a dream 
come true for not 
only every cycling 
lover in the 
country but every 
Indian 
Maninder Pal Singh 
Secretary General, CFI


