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VARANASI : Azamgarh senior
superintendent of police Anil
Kumar on Thursday announced
he would adopt the two daugh-
ters of Arvind Singh, who was
killed in an encounter after alleg-
edly killing four people in Samb-
hupur village on Wednesday,
and will take care of his elderly
mother.

Kumar said, “I am adopting
the two daughters and will take
care of the elderly mother of
Arvind Singh who was killed in
an encounter following the
tragic incident of murder of
three people at Shambhupur vil-
lage.”

Kumar announced that he
will donate a month’s salary to
the family, and all police person-
nel in the district will donate a
day’s salary so that a fixed
deposit can be made in the
names of the two girls. 

Kumar said the two girls will
also get a monthly amount
under Mukhyamantri Bal Seva
Yojana as National Family bene-
fit schemes. The families of the
two priests killed by Arvind will
receive financial assistance. 

Arvind Singh allegedly shot
his wife and two priests dead
during a puja at his house in
Shambhupur village. He also
killed his minor son later.

AZAMGARH SSP 
ADOPTS 2 
DAUGHTERS OF 
MAN WHO KILLED 
PRIESTS, WIFE, SON 

Azamgarh SSP Anil Kumar 
holding the younger daughter 
of Arvind Singh. HT

VARANASI : The Package-I of
Ghazipur-Ballia Greenfield
Highway (NH-31), extending up
to the Uttar Pradesh-Bihar bor-
der, is set to open for trial traffic
from October 1. 

Giving this information,
NHAI Azamgarh project
director Piyush Agrawal said
vehicular movement during the
trial run will be permitted on
the highway section chainage
0+000 to 34+773. 

Designated entry and exit
points have been arranged for
passenger convenience and safe
traffic operations. HTC

TRIAL RUN ON 
GHAZIPUR-BALLIA 
HIGHWAY FROM 
OCTOBER 1 

LUCKNOW : The Faizabad Bar
Association on Thursday raised
questions over the charge sheet
filed by the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) in the Ram temple
donation theft case before a local
court in Ayodhya on Wednesday.

Advocates alleged that people
against whom an investigation
had been sought were made wit-
nesses instead of accused in the
case.

Lawyers said they had sought
an investigation against then
Ram Mandir Teerth Kshetra
Trust functionaries Champat
Rai, Anil Mishra, Gopal Rao and
Krishna Mohan, among others.

They claimed they had earlier
been assured that these persons
would be brought under the

ambit of the probe, but the
charge sheet names them as wit-
nesses instead of accused.

The Bar president advocate
Kalika Prasad Tiwari raised
questions over the recovery and
case property, claiming that the
amount allegedly stolen had not
been clearly ascertained. 

Advocates said the charge
sheet runs into several thousand
pages, though they admitted
they had not been able to go
through it in its entirety. 

“Champat Rai, Gopal Rao,
Anil Mishra and Krishna Mohan
are there who should have been
made accused, but they have
been made witnesses... Now all
these people together are trying
to save eight people who are
lodged in jail,” Tiwari said on
Thursday. 

“We have a team of legal
experts, including big criminal
lawyers. Neither their govern-
ment counsel nor the circle offi-
cer gave any reply to the argu-
ments put forth by them,” he
claimed. 

Faizabad Bar Assn questions SIT 
charge sheet in donation theft case

LUCKNOW : Uttar Pradesh Police
have significantly stepped up
the use of preventive detention
and financial provisions against
habitual drug traffickers. Seven-
ty-one of them were detained
under the PIT-NDPS Act until
September 23 this year, more
than 10 times the seven deten-
tions recorded in 2024, accord-
ing to a press note shared from
UP Police headquarters on
Thursday.

According to it, the number
stood at 19 in 2025, according to
figures released by the Anti-
Narcotics Task Force (ANTF). Of
this year’s 71 detentions, ANTF
initiated proceedings against 33

habitual traffickers, while the
district police handled the
remaining cases.

The police have also targeted
drug-linked assets worth about
₹78.5 crore in 69 cases this year
under Sections 68(E) and 68(F)
of the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances Act.

ANTF accounted for 40 such
cases involving assets worth
around ₹13 crore, while the
state police reported 38 cases
involving about ₹68.5 crore. 

In comparison, ANTF acted
against assets worth ₹1 crore in
four cases in 2024 and ₹17 crore
in 28 cases in 2025. The figures
are based on data available till

September 23.
Among those against whom

preventive detention proceed-
ings have been initiated are
Gurmel Singh, Bhola Prasad,
Sanjeev Rana, Vibhor Rana,
Shermani Patel and Parmanand
alias Pappu, police said.

DGP Rajiv Krishna said the
aim was to target both the net-
works involved in drug traffick-
ing and the wealth generated
through the trade. 

“Our objective is not merely
to arrest traffickers, but to dis-
mantle their entire network and
seize the illegal wealth amassed
through the drug trade,” the
DGP added. HTC
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LUCKNOW : Balrampur police on
Wednesday arrested the owner
and operator of a DJ system in
connection with the death of a
seven-year-old girl who col-
lapsed inside her classroom as a
Ganesh idol immersion proces-
sion accompanied by loud music
passed near her school on Mon-
day (September 21), officials said.

The arrests came as police
stepped up their probe into the
circumstances surrounding
Vaishnavi Tiwari’s death, pre-
serving CCTV footage and seiz-
ing the DJ vehicle and sound
equipment to establish the
sequence of events and examine
whether prescribed noise limits
were violated, they added.

Balrampur ASP Vishal Pandey
said Mewalal outpost in-charge
Shailendra Kumar Yadav was
suspended for alleged supervi-
sory lapses, while Kotwali Nagar
inspector Santosh Kumar
Mishra was served a show-cause

notice. The action was taken on
the directions of SP Martand
Prakash Singh.

Pandey said Vaishnavi col-
lapsed at Divine Public School
around 10:58 am on Monday
while attending class.

“According to the school
management, she appeared nor-
mal before suddenly falling from
her seat. She briefly recovered
but collapsed again and did not
respond to attempts by teachers
to revive her. She was taken to
hospital, where doctors declared
her dead. The immersion pro-
cession was passing near the
school around the same time,”
he said.

“Iqra Khan, a teacher, told
police that the DJ sound intensi-
fied and vibrations could be felt

inside the classroom when
Vaishnavi’s condition deterio-
rated,” he added.

Pandey said police registered
an FIR at Kotwali Nagar police
station on Wednesday on a com-
plaint by school manager Ashish
Kumar Upadhyaya and arrested
Balaji Hi-Tech DJ owner Chan-
dra Prakash Verma and operator
Rampal Saini. 

He said the two were booked
under sections 105 (culpable
homicide) and 223 (disobedience
to an order duly promulgated by
a public servant) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

Police seized the pick-up vehi-
cle and the DJ sound system and
other equipment allegedly used
during the procession. 

According to police, CCTV
footage from the school and sur-
rounding area shows Vaishnavi
sitting in class before she col-
lapsed and briefly recovered
before falling again.

Investigators are examining
the footage to establish when the
procession reached the school,

how the DJ system was being
operated and what happened
immediately before and after the
collapse. 

Officials clarified that police
had not attributed Vaishnavi’s
death to the DJ sound. No post-
mortem examination was con-
ducted, leaving doctors without
a definite medical cause of
death.

DJs asked to follow 

noise norms

Police subsequently held a meet-
ing with DJ operators and
directed them to comply with
prescribed noise limits and court
and administrative orders. 

They were also instructed not
to operate sound systems after 10
pm. As per the prescribed noise
standards, the limit in residen-
tial areas is 55 decibels
during the day (6 am to 10 pm)
and 45 decibels at night
(10 pm to 6 am), while in
silence zones it is 50 decibels
during the day and 40 decibels at
night.

{ BALRAMPUR GIRL’S DEATH }

DJ owner, operator arrested;
outpost in-charge suspended

LUCKNOW : The Lucknow bench
of the Allahabad high court has
held that a homebuyer does not
lose the statutory right to claim
interest for delay in getting pos-
session merely because he subse-
quently accepted the flat.

The court also observed that
the Real Estate (Regulation and
Development) Act (RERA) does
not prescribe any specific limita-
tion period for claiming interest
on account of delayed posses-
sion.

Justice Prashant Kumar made
the observations while dismiss-
ing an appeal filed by a real
estate firm in a dispute concern-
ing its project in Noida.

The buyer had booked a flat in
the project in 2010, with posses-
sion due by November 2012.
However, the developer offered
possession only in May 2017 and,
according to the court, did so
without the occupancy certifi-
cate and other necessary docu-
ments.

The RERA Appellate Tribunal
had directed the developer to pay
interest on the amount deposited
by the homebuyer for the period
from December 2012 to May 2017
at a rate of one per cent above the
Marginal Cost of Fund Based
Lending Rate.

The developer challenged the
order, contending that the delay
was caused by a National Green
Tribunal order restraining con-
struction and the grant of occu-
pancy certificates within a 10-km
radius of the Okhla Bird Sanctu-
ary. The HC rejected the conten-
tion, noting that the developer’s
own case was that the project
had been completed in 2014 and
an application for the occupancy
certificate had also been made
that year. HTC
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LUCKNOW : The Uttar Pradesh
Special Task Force (STF)
arrested a criminal, carrying a
₹50,000 reward, in connection
with a 2007 dacoity case in Sita-
pur.

Ramu, son of Ram Kishan
and a resident of Bhanpur vil-
lage under Kamalapur police
station, was arrested around
11.10pm on Wednesday near the

Saryan river bridge in the
Dhawarpura area of Sandana.
He was wanted in a case regis-

tered under Sections 395, 397,
427 and 412 of the Indian Penal
Code.

The STF said Ramu fled to
Punjab after the case was regis-
tered and had recently returned
to Sitapur to meet his sister. A
team tracked him down with
the help of local police.

A history-sheeter of Kamala-
pur police station, Ramu has
been named in multiple cases
registered between 2003 and
2008, including offences under

the Arms Act, theft and the
Uttar Pradesh Gangsters and
Anti-Social Activities (Preven-
tion) Act.

The 2007 case concerns a bus
allegedly stopped near Bhar-
ouna crossing, where passen-
gers were assaulted and robbed.
The STF’s account states that
Ramu was among seven men
involved and that one person
died during the incident. He was
handed over to Sandana police
for further legal proceedings.

Criminal wanted in 19-yr-old dacoity case arrested

The STF said Ramu fled to 
Punjab and recently  returned 
to Sitapur to meet his sister.
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