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Snakebite 
deaths decline 
sharply in AP
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

SNAKEBITE deaths in AP have 
declined sharply, with six fatali-
ties reported so far this year com-
pared with 13 in 2025 and 41 in 
2024, as per Health Department.

Health Minister Y Satya Kumar 
Yadav, who unveiled a wall poster 
at his camp office in Mangalagiri 
on Saturday as part of  Interna-
tional Snakebite Awareness Day 
programmes, said treatment and 
awareness could prevent deaths.

The State recorded 4,573 in 2024 
and 4,702 in 2025. As many as 4,111 
cases were reported between Jan-
uary and August this year.

Srikakulam reported the high-
est number of  cases till August at 
706, followed by West Godavari 
(369), Vizianagaram (307), Krishna 
(296) and Eluru (271). As of  Sep-
tember 18, 2,807 doses of  ASV were 
available across AP , including 
1,391 in Vizianagaram, 364 in Nel-
lore, 267 in Krishna, 260 in West 
Godavari and 213 in Kurnool.

CID trains police personnel 
in cybercrime investigation
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

ANDHRA Pradesh Crime Investiga-
tion Department (APCID) organised a 
three-day “Cyber Security and Cyber 
Hygiene Training Prog ramme 
(Phase-I)”, with an objective of  
strengthening the capabilities of  po-
lice personnel in investigating cyber-
crimes and promoting effective cyber 
security and cyber hygiene practices. 

The training programme was con-
ducted from September 16 to 18 under 
the guidance of  CID chief  Ravi 
Shankar Ayyanar. The programme fo-
cused on continuous capacity building 
and imparting updated technical 
knowledge to police officers and per-
sonnel in view of  the rapidly evolving 
cybercrimes and technologies.

Ravi Shankar Ayyanar emphasised 
the importance of  continuous capacity 
building and keeping police personnel 
updated with the latest technological 
developments, particularly as cyber-
crime methods and techniques contin-
ue to evolve.

He stated that strengthening the 
modern investigative skills and digital 

forensic capabilities of  police officers 
and personnel is essential for effective-
ly detecting, investigating and re-
sponding to cybercrimes.

He further stated that such capacity-
building and specialised technical 
training programmes will be conduct-
ed continuously in the future to fur-
ther enhance the capabilities of  CID 
personnel in tackling emerging cyber-
crime challenges.

The three-day programme covered a 
wide range of  key and emerging areas 
related to cybercrime investigation, 
including cybercrime awareness, Dig-
ital Arrest frauds and various Modus 
Operandi, information gathering, le-
gal notices, digital evidence collection, 
investigation of  social media-related 
crimes, financial frauds, bank account 
investigations, CDR/IPDR analysis, 
OSINT tools and others.

Over thousands of devotees had a rare glimpse 
of Lord Malayappa Swamy in the celestial Mohini 
Avataram form on 5th Day of ongoing annual 
Srivari Salakatla Brahmotsavams in Tirumala

MOHINI 
AVATAR

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirumala

THOUSANDS of  devotees ex-
pressed satisfaction with the ar-
rangements made for the Garuda 
Seva procession at the Tirumala 
Venkateswara Temple on Satur-
day, with officials adapting crowd-
management measures to accom-
modate pilgrims who could not be 
accommodated in the designated 
galleries.

Many devotees gathered along 
the Mada streets to witness Lord 
Venkateswara on the Garuda Va-
hanam, with several seen offering 
Harathi and expressing their joy 
after securing a close view of  the 
processional deity.

TTD Chairman BR Naidu, board 
members, staff, police and vigi-
lance personnel coordinated the 
arrangements, particularly for 
pilgrims who had been waiting 
since morning to secure viewing 
s p o t s .  T i r u p at i  C o l l e c t o r 
Venkateswar, TTD Executive Of-

ficer Muddada Ravichandra, and 
vigilance and police officials re-
viewed the situation as the pil-
grim influx increased. As the des-
ignated galleries reached capacity, 
officials allowed stranded devo-
tees to enter the Mada streets to 
witness the procession.

The procession, originally 
scheduled for 7 pm, commenced at 

6.30 pm to facili-
tate crowd man-
agement. By then, 
the galleries were packed. 
TTD management, board mem-
bers and dignitaries, including 
former chairmen, judges and sen-
ior IAS and IPS officers, gathered 
at the Vahana Mandapam for Dar-
shan and offered Harathi.

During the procession, officials 
paused the Garuda Vahanam and 
turned it towards devotees at sev-
eral junctions to facilitate better 
viewing. The procession proceed-
ed smoothly up to the Hathiram 
Bhavaji Mutt.

At the Supatham gate, TTD Ad-
ditional EO Ch Venkaiah Chow-
dary, SP Subba Rayudu and vigi-
lance personnel halted the 
Vahanam to allow devotees wait-
ing at SMC, SMGH and the Old 
VQC Road to enter the Mada 
streets.

The devotees were allowed to of-
fer Harathi and have Darshan 

from both sides of  the palanquin. 
Officials implemented similar 

crowd-management measures 
at all four corners of  the Mada 
streets, allowing more devo-
t e e s  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e 

procession.

TTD Chairman, Addl  
EO inspect Four 

Mada Streets
TTD Additional 
Executive Officer 
C h  Ve n k a i a h 
Choudary on Sat-
urday led Trust 
Board Chairman 

BR Naidu and sev-
en other trustees on 

an inspection of  the 
four Mada streets to re-

view arrangements for the 
Garuda Seva procession.
Driving a battery vehicle him-

self, the Additional EO took the 
board through the South, North 
and West Mada street galleries 
and interacted with the devotees 
who had been reserving spots 
since 8 am. 

The board sought feedback from 
pilgrims on the distribution of  
food, water, tea and snacks, as well 
as cultural programmes. It also 
reviewed darshan arrangements, 
accommodation, Laddu Prasadam 
distribution, security and trans-
port facilities.

The inspection began at noon 
and concluded at 1.30 pm. Later, 
Chairman BR Naidu and board 
members told the media that they 
were satisfied with the arrange-
ments made by the TTD adminis-
tration for a smooth and secure 
pilgrimage experience.

Tirumala shrine packed with 
devotees for Garuda Seva
Pilgrims express immense satisfaction over TTD arrangements for event

Lord Malayappa Swamy being taken out on Garuda Vahanam at Tirumala on Saturday; (R) Lakhs of devotees 
throng Four Mada Streets to witness the celestial procession during the ongoing Brahmotsavams I  EXPRESS

2L devotees throng 
Tirumala by 3 pm
Almost two lakh devotees had 
entered Tirumala by 3 pm. TTD 
Additional Executive Officer Ch 
Venkaiah Choudary, SP Subba 
Rayudu and CVSO Murali 
Krishna inspected key locations 
and directed officials to ensure 
safety. With Mada streets 
packed, senior police officials 
deployed a third security layer 
at strategic checkpoints


